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Yactp nepBas
ECTECTBEHHAA CMEPTD

Imasa 1

breino necartws yacoB ytpa, Ilatpuc Mepco pazme-
PEHHBIM 111aroM ABUTAJICSI TIO HAMpPaBJIEHUIO K BUJLIE
3arpesi. B 210 Bpemsi CyTOK Mpuciyra yxoauia Ha
PBIHOK, BuJIa Obl1a mycTa. CTosUIO anpesibCcKoe BeceH-
Hee YTPO, XOJIOJHOE, BbIIEPKaHHOE B UMCTBIX FOJTYObIX
TOHAX, Kakue ObIBAIOT Y JIblIa, YTPO C OOJIBIIIUM OCJie-
MUTEJbHBIM, HO HE XKapKUM COJTHIIEM Ha HEeOOCKJIOHE.
[TpocTpaHCTBO MEXTY CTBOJIOB COCEH, KOTOPbIMU ObUIU
o0cakeHbI TIpUIeTalolIne K BUJIJIE XOJMbBI, 3aITOJIHSII
MOTOK yucTeliero ceera. JJopora Obljla MyCThIHHA.
OHa 4yyTh 3aMETHO MOJHMMAaJach B Topy. Mepco 1arai
C UYEeMOJIaHOM B pYKe TOCpeau HEObIBAJIOTO yTpa, 1apo-
BaHHOTO MUPY; B CTBIJIOM BO3IYX€ CJBIIIATUCH OTPhI-
BUCTbIE 3BYKH €TO 111aroB U NMTOCKPUIIbIBAHUE PYYKHU Ue-
MoOjaHa.

HemHoro He moxonst 1o BWIIBI, TOpora yrepiach B
HEOOJIBIIYIO TUTONIAlb, HA KOTOPOU OBLT YCTPOEH CKBEP
C CaJloOBbIMU HacaxaeHUsMU U cKameiikamu. OT sp-
KOTO BUJIa paHHEW aJloil repaHu cpeliu CephiX alod, CU-
Hero Heba 1 MoOeJeHHbBIX U3BECThIO CTEH M3rOpoIu To-
BesIO YeM-TO IETCKUM, Mepco omelmia U Ha MUT 3aMep
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repes] TeM, KaK CITyCTUThCS OT TUTOIIAAN K BUWUIE. Y T0-
pora BWJLJIbl OH OCTAHOBWJICS €l1lie pa3 U HaJes MepyuaTKu.
3areM OTKpbLUI JBEPb, KOTOPYIO KaJleKa AepKasl He3arep-
TOM, ¥ IPUKPBLI ee 3a coboit. [Ipoiins mo Kkopumaopy 1o
TpeTheil IBEpU clieBa, OH MOCTYJasl U BOILIE] B KOMHATY.
3arpeii cunen B Kpecjie Ha TOM caMOM MecTe y KaMMHa,
Ha KOTOPOM JIByMsl THSIMU paHee cuaea Mepco, KyJlbTu
€ro HOT ObLIY MPUKPLITHI IieaoM. Kornma Mepco Bolesn,
OH YMTaJ; TOCTb 3aKpbL 3a COOOI ABEPh M OCTAJICS CTO-
SITh y BXONa; 3arpeii MOmHS 11a3a OT KHUTH, JIeXalen
Ha Tuienie, U 6e3 BCSIKOTO YIMBIIEHUS YCTaBUJICS HA HETO
CBOMMMU KPYIJILIMU IJ1a3aMU. 3aHaBECKU Ha OKHAX B KOM-
Hate ObLJIM OTAEPHYTHI, HA TIOJTY, HAa MeOesu, Ha MpeaMe-
Tax Mas;uWJIM COJTHEYHbIE 3aliUMKU. 32 OKHAMM, Ha 00-
JJACKAHHOW COJTHEYHBIMU JIydaMM W BCE Xe XOJOMHOM
3emJie yibIbanoch yTpo. PaznuTas B JiesiHOM BO3Iyxe pa-
JIOCTh, IPOH3UTEIbHbIE KPUKU TITUL], HEYBEPEHHO TIPO-
OyIOIIMX rojioca, HEYAEePKUMBIN MOTOK 0€33KaJl0CTHOTO
CcBeTa ¢ Hebec HAMOJHSIM 3TOT YTPEHHUI Yac MpocTo-
JYIIIHOM W €CTECTBEHHOM XKM3HbI0. Mepco 3aI0XHYJICS OT
Lapsiiei B moMenieHuu xapol. HecMoTpst Ha mepeMeHy
Moronbl, B KaMyuHe 3arpesi BOBCIO Tbliajl OoroHb. KpoBb
Mpuinia K BUCKaM Mepco, B ylllax 3acTydyald MOJo-
TOYKHU. 3arpeid MoJa, He cItyckasi ¢ Hero mia3. [larpuc
MoAoIIeN K BHYIIUTEIbHOMY CYHIYKY, HaXOASIIEMYCsI
10 IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY KaMUHa, U, He IJIsiIsl Ha KaJleKy, Mo-
JIOXKWJT CBOM YeMoJiaH Ha cToj1. M TyT modyBCTBOBa eaBa
OLIYTUMYIO IpOXb B JOAbDKKaX. OH CyHYI B pOT cuUra-
peTy 1 HEeJOBKO, M3-3a TOTO YTO PYKM ObUIM B Iepyar-
Kax, npukypwi. C3aau pazfajicss HETPOMKUM XJIOTOK.
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He BhIHMMAas curapeTy uM30 pTa, OH 00epHyJics. 3arpeit
3aXJIOIHYJT KHUTY, MO-TIPpeKHEMY He CBOJISI C TOCTS IJias.
YyBCTBYSI, UTO OTOHB A0 00 OOKUTAeT KojaeHn, Mepco
MpoyeJl Ha3BaHUe KHUTH, PACIIONOXEHHOE MO OTHOIIIe-
HUIO K HeMy BBepX Horamu: «IIpuaBOpHBINA YeTOBEK»
banwpracapa I'pacuana*. Ilocie yero 6e3 manbHEUIIMX
KoJieGaHWIi HarHYJICSI K CYHIYKY M OTKpBUI ero. YepHbIit
Ha 6eJIoM peBOJIbBEP CBEPKaJl BCEMU CBOMMU M3JIOMaH-
HBIMU I'PaHSIMU, CIOBHO KaKOW-HUOYIb YXOKEHHBIN KOT,
1071 HUM JiexKaJl KOHBEPT ¢ MUCbMOM 3arpesi. Mepco B3sil
€ro B JIEBYIO PYKY, a peBOJIbBep — B IpaBylo. [locie He-
JIOJITOTO KOJiIeOaHUsI CYHYJT OpYKWe TOJ MBIIIKY JeBOM
DPYKU U OTKPBLT KOHBEPT. B HEM Haxoauscss OMUH-eIUH-
CTBEHHBII1 JTMCTOK OyMaru 60sb1oro opmara, Ha KOTO-
POM KPYITHBIM YIJIOBaThIM MOUepKoM 3arpesi ObLJIo Haru-
CaHO HECKOJIbKO CTPOK:

«Bmecme co muoil yxodum auws noauenosexa. Ilpouy
OMHEeCMUCh KO MHe CHUCXOOUMENbHO, 8 MOoeM CYHOYKe
Hatidemcs wem ombaaeodapums mex, Kmo CAYICUA MHe.
Kpome moeo, s xcenaro, umodsl e2o codepricumoe cno-
€c06CcmMB08aN0 YAVHUICHUIO COOCPIUCAHUSL NPULOBOPEHHBIX K
cmepmu. Ho oco3naro, ymo npouty cauutkom o MHO20M».

Mepco ¢ HENMPOHUIIAeMbIM JIULIOM CJIOXWJ ITMCHhMO;
B 9TY MUHYTY OT CUTAapETHOIO AbIMa 3allUMIaJI0 B IJia-
* Ipacuan bansmacap (1601—1658) — mcnaHckuii Mopa-
JINCT M 3CCEUCT, YbU MPOMU3BEICHUS IMOBIMSIA Ha €BPOIEii-

CKYI0O HPaBCTBEHHYIO Tpaauuuioo. «[IpuIBOpHBINA 4YeToBEeK»
(1647) nipencrapnsieT coboit coOOpaHUe MaKCHM.
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3aX, HEMHOrO IleIlla ynajo Ha KoHBepT. OH CTpsix-
HYJ Tenes, IMOJ0XWI KOHBEPT ¢ 3allMCKOM Ha CTOJ Ha
caMoOM BHUIY Y MOBepHyJCS K 3arpero. I'maza Toro Te-
Mepb ObUIM YCTpPeMJIEHBI Ha KOHBEPT, €ro KOPOTKUE U
MYCKYJIUCTBIC PYKU JieXalu Mo 00e CTOPOHBI KHUTH.
Mepco HarHyJcs K CYHAYKY, ITOBEPHYJ KJIIOU B 3aMKe
celicdba, HaxXOmsIIErocsl B HEM, W 3aBiadel MauyKaMu
JIIEHEeT, 3aBepPHYTHIMU B ra3eTHYIO Oymary, CKBO3b KO-
TOPYIO MPOCBEUYMBAJIM KOpelKM Kymop. Jlepxa pe-
BOJIbBEP IO, MBIIIKOW, OJTHOM PYKON aKKypaTHO 3a-
MOJIHWJI UMY CBOI yeMonaH. TaM ObU1o MeHBbIIIE ABal-
LIaTH MavyeK ¢ COTeHHBIMM KyMopaMu; 4eMogaH Mepco
oKasajics CaUIIKoM OombiuM. OMHY Mavyky OH OcCTa-
BUJI. 3aKpBIB YeMOJIaH, OpOCUI HEOOKYPEHHYIO CUTa-
pPEeTy B OTOHb U, EPEIOKUB PEBOJIbLBEP B MPABYIO PYKY,
NpUOIU3UICS K KaJleKe.

3arpeii cMOTpell B OKHO. BBIIO CITBIIITHO, KaK MUMO
BXOIHOI ABEpHU C JIETKMM IIaMKAIOIIMM IIYMOM IIpO-
exaJl aBTOMOOMIb. 3arpeii cuaeil HeIOABMXKHO, Ka3a-
JIOCh, OH BECh YIIIeJ] B co3epliaHne 0aCHOCIOBHOM Kpa-
COTHI aIlpejibCKOTo yTpa. Jlaxke MOYyBCTBOBaB IIPU-
CTaBJICHHBIN K IIpaBOMY BUCKY PEBOJIbBEp, OH HE OTBEN
B3IJIs14a OT okHa. IlaTpuc yBUIET TOJBKO, KaK ero Iias3a
HAIIOJIHUJINCH ciie3amu. U Torma 3axkmypwuics cam. Ot-
CTYIIMB Ha Ilar, BeICTpeau. Ha MrHoBeHUE MpUCIO-
HUBIIKCH K CTEHE, OLIYTWJ, KaK KpOBb 3allyMmelsa y
Hero B ymax. OH oTKpbUI T71a3a. ['oroBa 3arpes 3armpo-
KMHYJIAch Ha JIEBOE IUIEY0, TEJIO MTOYTU He CABUHYJIOCH.
Ternepp 3T0 yXe ObLUI He YEJIOBEK, a OJHA CIUIOLIHAS
paHa, cocTosIas U3 MeCBa MO3rOB, KOCTE U KPOBHU.
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Mepco 3atpsciao. OH obolIesl Kpecio, Hallynal mpa-
BYIO PYKy YOMTOTO, BJIOXWJ B Hee PeBOJIbBEP, MOJHEC
€€ K BUCKY 1 OTIycTu1. PeBosibBep ynau Ha MOJI0KOT-
HUK KpecJjia, a ¢ Hero Ha KojieHu youtoro. [IpoaensiBast
3T0, Mepco B3MISIHY Ha MOAOOPOAOK U POT KaJleKH,
COXPaHUBIIKUX TO X€ COCPEAOTOYEHHOE U TevyaabHOe
BbIpaXE€HUE, KOTOpOe ObUIO, Koraa 3arpeit cMoTpen B
OKHO. B 3TOT MuT Tiepen 1oMoOM pazaalicsi IPOH3UTEIb-
HbIif 30B poXkKa, 3aTeM MOBTOpUBIIHNIicS. OH MPO3ByYal
KakK HEYTO, He MMeIoIllee OTHOIIEHUS K PEealbHOCTH.
Mepco, He 1IeBesICh, 3aCThIT Hall KPECIOM. 3BYK OTb-
€3Xalollero aBTOMOOWIISI BO3BECTUII O TOM, YTO MSICHUK
oTObUI. Mepco cxBaTWJI YeMojaH, OTKPbUI ABEDPD, 1lie-
KOJIIa KOTOPOU SIPKO CBEPKHYJIa B COJTHEYHOM JIyye, 1
BBICYHYJI TOJIOBY B KOPUAOP; ¥ HETO Mepecoxyio BO PTY.
IIIarHyB 3a mopor nomMa, oH ObICTpO Moliena nmpoyb. Ha
yJIUIE HUKOTO He ObLIO, TOJIBKO B JaJbHEM KOHIIE He-
OOJIbIION TUIOIIAAM BUIHENAch cTalika nerteit. Jloins
JI0 TUTOLLAU, OH BHE3AIMHO OIILYTUJI, YTO €My XOJIOIHO,
Ha HeM Oblia Jierkasi KypTKa, ero MnpoHsiia 1poxb. OH
JBaXKIbl YMXHYJI, U JOJIMHA HAMOJHUJIACh HACMEIITN-
BBIM 3XOM, KOTOpPOE MOAXBATUI U YHEC B XpyCTaJIbHYIO
BBILIMHY MOPBIB BeTepka. Cierka nokayusasich, Mepco
OCTaHOBUJICSI M TIIyOOKO B3MOXHYJ. Mupuanbl OCaenu-
TeJIbHBIX YJIBIOOK CIIyCKaJIMCh ¢ roayooro He6a. OHu
WUTPaJIU Ha JIMCTHSIX, ellle YCeSTHHBIX KaIlIsIMU JOXIS,
Ha BJIAXKHOM Ty(e ajieit, JeTeau K [oMaM, KPbIThIM Je-
penuieil 1iBeTa CBexXeil KpoBU, YTOOBI CHOBA BO BeCh
OIOp yMUaThcs K MepesuBaoIIUMCs Yepe3 Kpail Bo3-
JIYIIHBIM U COJIHEYHBIM 0O3€paM, OTKyJa TOJbKO 4TO,
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He yIepXaBIIKCh, Majau Ha 3eM0. OTTyda Xe TOHO-
CUJIOCHh MUPHOE TyIeHMEe KpolIeyHoro camoseTa. Ka3za-
JIOCh, TIPY TTOJOOHOM POCKOIIIM KUBUTEIHLHOTO BO3IyXa
U TUIOAOHOCSIIUX HeOeC eIUHCTBEHHBIM, YTO MOTJIO ObI
COCTaBUTh CMBICH KU3HU JIIOAEH, OBIM caMa XXKU3Hb U
cyacTthe. Bece Momyano B Mepco. OH YMXHYT B TPETHit
pa3 1 OLIYTUJI APOXKb, KOTOpast ObET YejIoBeKa IPH JIH-
xopaznke. He risias 1o ctopoHaMm, 3acieliI Ipodb, CO-
MPOBOXIAaeMBbIiI CKPUIIOM PYYKH YeMoJaHa M 3BYKOM
mraroB. JIoGpaBIINCh A0 TOMa, OH ITOCTABIJI YeMOIAH
B YTOJI, JIeT U TIpocHaj A0 CepeaAnHbI CIeIYIOIIEeTo THS.

Tnasa 2

JleTo HaMOJIHAJIO MOPT IIYMOM U COJIHILIEM. bblia
MoJIOBUHA ABeHaaaToro. JleHb HauuMHajiCsI C cepe-
JIVHBI, YTOOBI HABAIMTHLCS Ha MpUYabl BCEM I'PY30M
cBoero xapa. [lepen ckiamamu AJXKUPCKOM KOMMED-
YEeCKOM ITajiaThl 11 IMOTpy3Ka MEIIKOB C IMIIEHULIEN Ha
YepHbIE C KpaCHBIMU TpyOaMy MapoXxoibl. 3amax Myd-
HOW TbUIH, MpocauyuBamuieiicss CKBO3b MEIIKOBUHY,
CMEIIIMBAJICS C CUJIbHBIM 3allaxoM TyIpoHa, BO3HUK-
UM OT BO3AEUCTBUSI Ha achalbT KapKOro COJHIIA.
Y HeOoJbIIOTO MUTEWHOTro 3aBeleHMSs, OTHAIIIETro
JJaKOM M aHMCOBOW BOIKOW, COOpajiuCh 3a0YJIbITH;
apabckue akpoOaThl B KPAaCHBIX TPUKO ITOKAa3bIBAJIU,
Ha YTO CMOCOOHBI, HA OOXUTAIOUIUX TMOAOIIBbI TLIM-
Tax HabOepeXHOW, 3pesuiile JOTOJIHSIIM CBeTSIIHUecs
OJMKU, cKadylie 1o MOpcKoil papHuHe. He oOpaias
Ha BCE 9TO HMUKAKOTO BHUMAHWUSI, TOKEPHI C MEIIKaAMU
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Ha Ileyax CTyHaJy Ha MPOruOaloIuniics MOoI UX TsKe-
CTBIO TpaIl, COCTOSIIIIMI M3 IBYX HOCOK, KOTOPBIA Bell
¢ HabepexXHOoI Ha Tpy3oByi0 mamydy. HaBepxy, nepen
TEeM KaK HBIPHYTb B TEMHYIO JBIPY TPIOMA C €r0 3aIllaxoM
ropstaeii KpoBM, OHM Ha MUT OCTaHABJIMBAIIMCh, OCJIC-
IUICHHbBIC SIPKUM CBETOM, MAYIIUM C BBHIIIWHBI, U IIPEI-
craBajy Ha (poHe Heba M OYXTHI CPEAU TPY30BBIX CTPET
M MauT CO CBEPKAIOIIMMU Ha JINLAX, ITOKPBITHIX OCIbIM
HaJIeTOM II0Ta W ITbLIU, IJIa3aMu. B oOxkuratoiiem Bo3-
JIyxe 6€30CTAaHOBOYHO BhIJIA CHUpPEHA.

BHe3anHo MopsimoK B LIENOYKEe HOKEPOB OBLT Ha-
pYIIeH, OHU MpPeKpaTwin cBowo padory. OnuH M3 HUX
OCTYMUJICS Y YTOAWJ HOTOM B IETb MEXIY TPEXMTIOi-
MOBBIX JT0COK. Ero pyka, KOTOpoil OH MHOIIEpKHU-
BaJI c3a1y I'py3, OKa3ajach MPUAABICHHON OrPOMHBIM
MEIIKOM, ¥ OH 3akpuyan oT 6onu. B aty munyty Ila-
Tprc Mepco BBIIIET U3 30aHUS KOMIIAHUU, B KOTOPOit
cayxui. Y 3agoxHyscsi oT HaOpOCUBILIETOCS HA HETO
JIeTHeTro 3HOsI. OTKPBITBIM PTOM JIOBWJI OH MCHape-
HUS TYApOHa, OT KOTOPBIX Nepiuiio B ropie. [lomoiins
K JIOKepaM, OH YBHUIEJ, YTO OHM BBICBOOOIMIN CBO-
€ro paHeHOro TOBAapHILA, TOT JieXall Ha MBUIbHBIX T0-
cKax ¢ MoOeeBIIMMHU OT 00JIU Ty0aMu, ero cioMaHHas
BBIIIIE JIOKTSI pyKa OSCCUIIBHO CBHCAJIa BIOJb Teja. 13
CTpalllHOM paHbl TopYaj 00JJOMOK Koctu. KpoBb cTe-
KaJla BOOJIb PYKM UM C €JI€ CIBIIIHBIM ITUIIEHUEM IIa-
Jlajla Karurs 3a Karjled Ha oOXWralomme KaMHM, o0pa-
30BbIBasl JIYKUILY, OT KOTOPOIi 11el map. Mepco He MoT
OTBECTH IVIa3 OT BUAA KPOBU [0 TeX IIOP, MOKa KTO-TO
HE B3SUI €T0 TI0J PYKYy. DTO ObUT DMMaHY3JIb, «IIPUSI-
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TeJib 110 ToHKaM». OH yKa3blBall eMy Ha I'Py30BHK, KO-
TOPBII IPUOIMKAJICS K HUM CpeIy IIOPTOBOIO I'POXOTAa.
«[Tornamm?» — crpocwit oH. IlaTpuc pBaHyCs BOepen.
I'py3oBuK oborxan ux. OHM 6POCUIINCH BIOTOHKY, YTO-
masi B IIIyMe M ITbUIM, 3aAbIXasICh, OCJIEIIHYB, OCO3HaBas
TOJIBKO, YTO BEIOMBI BIleped HeoOy3TaHHBIM MOPHIBOM
TOHKHU, MPOXOJSIIei B OCIIEHOM PUTME, 3aJ1aBaeMOM
ITPY30BBIMU CTpejaMU M KpaHaMH, U COIIPOBOXIae-
MO} TaHIIEM MayT Ha FOpPM30HTE Ja OOKOBOM KauyKoi
MPOPKABEBILIMNX CYIOBBIX KOPITYCOB, BIOJb KOTOPBIX
OHU MYaIuCh. Mepco MepBbIM ylUenuics 3a 60pT rpy-
30BHKA, JEMOHCTPUPYS CBOIO CWIY M IIPOBOPHOCTb, U
3aMPBLITHYJ B Ky30B. 3aTeM ITOMOT 3a0paThcsd DMMaHy-
9J110, OHU CeJId, CBECUB HOT'M; IPY30BUK JIETE] BIIEPE B
OeJIoii MbLIX 1 Xape, CIycKalolelics ¢ Heba, mocpeau
¢daHTACTUIECKMX MOPTOBBIX AEKOpAIWii, OIIETUHUB-
IIMXCST Ma4TaMU 1 YepHBIMM ITOPTAJIbHBIMUA KpaHaMU;
DOMManyasist 1 Mepco noadopackiBaio Ha HEPOBHON Ha-
OepexXXHOM, 1 OHM XOXOTaJIu IO TIOTePU CO3HAHMUS, HC-
MIBITHIBAST TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHBIN TTOIBEM.
Ho6pasiuck 1o beabkypa, OHU CIIPBITHYJIU C TPY-
30BUKa. DMMaHy3J1b Itel. 'poMko u danbimmBo. «Ilo-
HUMaellb, — O0BSICHIJI OH OTHAXIH Mepco, — 4TO-TO
nogauMaercs B rpynu. Korna st noBosneH. Korma mia-
Balo B Mope». M mpaBma, DMMaHyaJIb I1ej1, Korja Iia-
BaJl, ¥ €T0 T0JI0C, OOBIYHO XPUILIBIMA OT OIBIIIKH, KOTO-
past B Boze TpoIianaja, 3aaaBajl pUTM IBUXKEHUSIM €T0
KOPOTKUX MYCKYJIUCTBHIX pyK. OHU mouwau mno JInoH-
ckoii ynuie. Bep3una Mepco 1arai, ¢ pa3MaxoM BhI-
OpachiBasl BIlepe HOTHM, ITOKaYMBasl IMUPOKUMU U My-
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CKYJIUCTBIMM IUIeYaMu. B TOM, KaK OH CTaBUJI HOTY Ha
TPOTyap, B TOM, KaK CKOJB3SIIIUM IBVKEHUEM Oenep
ormbaj Iperpaibl, IMOpOil BCTpeYalolInecss Ha IyTH,
YYBCTBOBAJIOCh, YTO OH OO0JaJaeT HAa PEIKOCTh MOJO-
JIBIM U CUJIBHBIM TEJIOM, CIIOCOOHBIM OJApUTh CBOETO
XO03siMHa TIpedebHOl usndeckoit pamoctsio. Korma
OHM OCTaHaBJIMBAJIUCh, OH TIEPEHOCWIT TSKECTh TeJla Ha
OIHO OelIpo, ciierka IMoaYepKUBasi CBOIO TMOKOCTh, KaK
JieJaeT YeJ0BeK, KOTOPHIN Oraromapsi CIIopTy Hay4duyics
LIEHUTh TIJIACTUKY ABMKeHUM. Ero riasa 6iecrenu mon
cJlerka TsKeJIOBaThIMM HAaAOPOBHBIMU IyraMu; KOIma
OH oOpamajacs K DMMaHy3/I10, MOIKMMAas MOIBHX-
HBbIE€ M30THYTBHIE TyOBI, TO MaIlIMHAJIbHO XBaTajcCs 3a
BOPOTHUYOK, YTOOBI OCBOOOIMTH IIeto. OHU BOIIUIM B
Kace, riae 00bIYHO obenaiv. YCTPOWINCH 32 CTOJIUKOM
¥ MOJTYa IPUHSIMCH €CTh. B momeneHny apui moy-
Mpak, ObUTO MpOXJIagHo. JleTaau Myxu, CJIBIIIAJICS CTYK
TapesioK BIepeMENIKY C rojiocamu nocetureneit. K HUM
nomomren CenecT, X03sIMH 3aBeneHUs. BeIcokmii, yca-
TBII, OH ITOYECHIBaJ CBOI KMBOT IO (DAPTyKOM, ITOCTIE
Yero OIpasJisiyl €ro.

— Kak nmena? — nmomHTepecoBalICs DMMaHY3JIb.

— Kak y ctapukoB, — IIOCJIEIOBaJIO B OTBET.

3aBs3anach 6ecena. Cenect 1 ODMMaHy3JIb OOMEHM-
BaJICh BOCKIMLIAHUAMU «/la, KoJuzeral» 1 MoxJIonbiBa-
HUSIMH TI0 TLIEYY.

— Buauims v, mpusTenb, CTapuku — 3TO TaKue
mycTo3BoHbI! — roBopui CenecT. — YTBepXKIaloT,
YTO HACTOSIIIMI MYX4YMHA TOT, KOTOPOMY HE MEHBIIIE
ISITU necsITKoB. Ho 3To Bce OTTOro, 4ro MM caMuM
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MO MATHAECAT. ¥ MEHsI ObLT MPUSITENb, KOTOPBI UyB-
CTBOBaJI cebsl CUACTIMBBLIM B OOIIIECTBE CBOEIO ChIHA,
OoJibllle eMy HUKTO He ObL1 HyXXeH. OHU BMecTe XO-
qunu niocrony. Kyrunu. Yro 1el! M B Ka3uHoO 3arisi-
IBIBaJIM, MpUsTeIb ToBopui: «Ha Koit ueptr MHe Bce
9TU CTapuKu? Y HUX TOJbKO OJHO Ha yMe: Mpo clia-
ouTenbHOE na Tpo nedyeHb. C ChIHOM KyAa Kak JIydlle.
A CTOUT eMy MOILIENIUTh KaKylo-HUOYIb JaMOYKY, s
JieJial0 BUJ, YTO HUYETO He BUXY, CaXyCh B TpaMBail 1
nmpuBeT. MHe MHOTO HE HAlO». — DMMaHY3JIb 3aCMe-
scsi. — KoHeuno, — npogoykui Cenect, — He CIUIII-
KOM TeJarormyHo, Ho MHe HpaBwioch. — M, obpaiia-
sgcb K Mepco, no6asui: — Jlydine yxX Takoii pusiTe/ib,
YeM TOT, KOTOpblii y MeHs Obl1. Korna y Hero mouuu
Jieia, OH CTaJl TOBOPUTh CO MHOM, 3alIpOKUIbIBas TO-
JIOBY U CO BCSIKUMU y>XKMMKaMu. Ternepb ropJoCcTH T0-
y0aBUJIOCH, KOT/Ia OH BCE TTOTEPSLI.

— Tak emy u Hago, — BcTaBWI Mepco.

— Jla, He HY>KHO OBbITh CBOJIOYBIO. A BCe XXe ObLT Ha
€ro yJulie Npa3aHuK, MOTYJIsiI OH, YTO U TOBOPUTH. Jle-
BSIHOCTO ThICSIY (DpaHKOB... MHe Obl CTOJBKO!

— MW 4to0 OBI THI cnenan? — NOMHTEPECOBAJICI DM-
MaHy3JIb.

— Kynun 6s1 xubapy, HaMmaszan Obl KjieeM TYIOoK U
npukiew ¢uar. Y ctan Obl xkaaTh, OTKYAA IMOAYET BETep.

Mepco HETOPOTUIMBO €J1 10 TeX Mop, ToKa DMMaHYy-
9JIb HE B3SIJICSI PACCKa3bIBaTh XO35IMHY O CBOEM YJaCTUM
B 3HAMEHUTON OUTBe Ha MapHe.

— Hac, 3yaBoB, caenaju MPOCTHIMU MEXOTHH-
LIAMH...
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— Tbl Hac yxe nocTan, — He37100MBO OJEPHYJI €ro
Mepco.

— «B aTtaky rotoBbCh!» — KpUUMT KOMaHaAup. Tam
OBLI TaKOI OBpar, MOpoCHINUil AEPEBbSIMU, Mbl — B HETO.
Hawm Bensar uenutbesi, HO Briepeau HUKoro. Hy, Mbl
MOTOIAJIM BIEPen. A MOTOM BIPYT IO HaM Kak CTaJIA
CTPOUYMThH 13 MyJieMeToB. Bce momananu apyr Ha apyra.
CTOIbKO YOUTBIX M paHEHBIX ObLIO, YTO TIO THY OBpara
TeKJIa peKa KPOBU, MOXHO ObLJIO Ha JIoAKe TIbITh. He-
KoTopbie Kpuuanu: «Mamal» XKyTb, 1a 1 TOJIBKO.

Mepco Bctan u 3aBsizan caindeTrky ysioMm. Ila-
TPOH OTIPABUJICS TTOMETUTh €ro JOJT 32 00ed MEJIOM
Ha 1Bepu KyxHU. [IBepb ciykuja eMy KHUTOU MOJXK-
HUKOB. Korna BO3HUKaJIM CIIOPbI, OH ITPOCTO CHUMAJ
JIBepb C MeTeJib U Ha CIIMHE TPUHOCUJ J0Ka3aTesb-
CTBO. 3a CTOWKOW MPUCTPOMUJICS CbhIH X03siuHa PeHe u
€1 1o BeMATKY. «bennsra, ciab rpyapio», — mporo-
BopwJ1 OMMaHya1b. Tak u 6b110. PeHe Bcerna xpaHu
MoOJIYaHWE U HUKOTIa He yiabibancs. OCOGeHHO U3MOX-
JIEHHBIM Ha3BaTh €ro ObLIO HEJb3sl, pa3Be Ila3a Kak-To
CcTpaHHO Ojectenu. B aTOT pa3 onuH U3 moceTuTesnei
BTOJIKOBBIBAJI €MY, UTO TYOEpKYJe3 «CO BpeMEHeM, eCJn
co0JII01aTh MePbl MPEIOCTOPOXKHOCTH, U3IeduM». ToT
BaXXHO KMBaj. Mepco momoles K CTOMKE U CeJl PSIoM
C HUM, 4TOOBI BBIMUTH Ko(e. IToceTurenb mpomsosrKal:

— Tor XKana Ilepeca 3Han? W3 T'azoBoif KoMIa-
Humn? Ilomep. ¥ Hero OBIIO TTOpaxkeHO TOJBKO OTHO
Jerkoe. Ho oH moxenan moKWHYTh OOJbHUILY U Bep-
HYTbCSI IOMOi. A TaM XeHa. A OH CTpacTb KakK 3TO
Jo6ui1. bone3Hs ero Takum caenana. [loHMMaelb, oH
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TO U AeJ10 nojib3oBaj ee. OHa He xoTesna. Ho oH eii ciny-
cKy He gaBai. Ilo nBa, TpM pasa Ha OHIO, HY, 3TO €TI0 U
JTOKOHAJIO.

Pene ¢ kyckoM xjieba BO pTy mepecTai XeBaTb U
YCTaBUJICSI HA TOBOPMBILIETO.

— [a, — cka3aJl OH HaKOHell, — 00JIE3Hb CXBAaTUTh
HEIIOJITO, a BOT YTOOBI OT Hee MU30aBUTHCS, IJISI STOTO
HY>XHO BpeMsl.

Mepco HamMcan majbleM CBOE MM Ha 3allOTEeBIIEM
koeitHuke. Moprayn. Ero XXu3Hb KaXaeiii 1eHb TIPO-
TeKaja MeXIy TUM CIIOKOMHBIM YaXOTOYHBIM U DM-
MaHY3JIeM, U3 KOTOPOTO caMU CO0OM BbLIETAIN MECHU,
€€ COIMMPOBOXIAIN 3aIlaxyu Kode 1 TyIpoHa, U BCe ITO
HE MMeJI0 HUKAKOTO OTHOIIIEHUSI K HEMY CaMOMY U €ro
MHTepecaM, BCe 3TO ObLIO YyXKIO €ro Ceplly 1 ero cod-
CTBEHHOU McTMHE. B npyrux oOcrofdrenbcTBax Te Xe
caMble BElllM MOTJIU Obl M 3aMHTEPECOBATh €ro, HO T10-
CKOJIBKY OH KWJI B JaHHBIX OOCTOSTEIbCTBAX, TO MOJI-
YaJI 10 TeX Mop, ITOKa He OKa3bIBaJICS y ceds moma, 1
npujaraj BCce CUJIBl K TOMY, YTOOBI ITOJaBUTh OTOHb
>KW3HU, TIOJBIXaBIIUHI B HEM.

— Dii, Mepco, Tl Belib Y HAC 00pa30BaHHbIN, IO~
CYET BepHBII? — 00paTWICS K HEMY ITaTPOH.

— BepHblii, TOTOM TNepecynTaeliib.

— Y 1e04 ceroaHs JLBUHBIN alllIETUT.

Mepco yabiOHyJCS, BbllIed U3 Kade, mepeuies
YIIMILY ¥ TTOMHSIICS K cebe. Ero koMHaTa pacrojarajiach
HaJ JIaBKOI, B KOTOpOI ToproBajim KoHuHoi. Korma
OH BBIXOIMJ Ha 0aJKOH U 00JIOKaYMBAaJCs Ha Mepuia,
IO HEero JoJeTaj 3arax KpoBU M Oblja BUIHA BBIBECKA:

14 Anvbep Kamio



«CaMmoe GiaropogHoe M3 3aBO€BaHUI yenoBeKa». OH
BBITSIHYJICSI Ha TIOCTEJIU, BBIKYPUJI CUTapeTy U 3aCHYII.
ITpexne koMHaty 3aHMMana ero Matb. OHUM U30aBHA
MPOXUBAIU B 3TOU TPEXKOMHATHOU kBapTupKe. OcTaB-
LIKMCh OMH, Mepco ciai IBe KOMHAThl 3HAKOMOMY 00-
yapy 1 ero cectpe, a cedbe ocTaBUJl KOMHATY TOJyYIlIe.
Martb Mepco ymepiia B SIThIECAT 1IecTh JieT. OHa Oblia
KpacHuBOii U B MOJIOJIOCTH JyMaJjia, YTO MOXKeT KOKETHH-
yaTh U OJIMCTaTh, YTO Y HEE BCE CIOXUTCSA KaK HEIb3s
aoyqiie. Ho K copoka rogam ee mopaswiia crpanrHasi 60-
Jie3Hb. Hapsiapl, pyMsiHa OCTaIUCh B MPOIIIOM, OHA 00-
JJauuiach B pyOalliky U XajaThl, ee JIUIIO IIpeTepriesio u3-
MEHEHUsI, CTaJlo OAYTJIOBATbIM, a caMa OHa IOYTU [e-
pecTajia IBUTAThCsl U3-3a PACITyXILIUX, YTPATUBIINX CUITY
HOT, B Mpuaady KO BCEMY OCJIeIia U Ha OLIYIb MOTe-
PSIHHO OponuJia M3peaKa Mo MbIIbHBIM HEYXOXKEHHBIM
KoMHataMm. Takas mepeMeHa CilIy4ujach ¢ Heil BHe-
3aIHO. Y Hee OOHApYXKUJICSI AMabeT, KOTOPbI OHA Majio
TOTO YTO 3alyCTWJIA, TaK €llie U ycyryomsia cBoei 6e3-
3a00THOCTBIO. Mepco OB BEIHYKICH OCTABUTH yIeOy
U noiitu padorath. Jlo caMoii cMepTHU MaTepu OH IIPO-
JIOJIKaJl YUTaTh M pa3MbILUISITh. OHa BblAEPXKAIa JeCITh
JIET TaKo# Xu3HU. MyKU ee JIWINCh IOJITO, U OKPYXKa-
IOIIME CBBIKJIUCH C OOJIE3HBIO M 3a0bIJIM O TOM, YTO Ofl-
HaXJbl eif MOXeT MPUINTH KoHell. Y BOT ee He cTao.
Mepco xanenu. 2Knajiu MHOTOro ot MOXOpoH. 3HaIU
O TIPUBSI3aHHOCTU ChIHA K MaTepu. 3aKJIMHAIA AajTb-
HUX POACTBEHHMKOB He TIJIaKaTh, YTOOBI HE YBEJIMYU-
BaThb rope IlaTpuca. YMoJsid UX OXpaHsSITh €ro MOKOM,
3200TUTHCS O HeM. YUTO 10 HEro camoro, OH OJIeJics B
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