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JIEMM MAKBET MIIEHCKOTO YE3/IA

IlepBylo mneceHKy, 3apAeBIINUCH,

CTCTD. Iloeosopka

HHoﬁ pa3 B HaIllMX MeCTax 3aJaloTcsl TaKue XapaKTephl,
YTO, KaK ObI MHOTO JIET HU IIPOIIJIO CO BCTPEUYW C HUMHU,
0 HEKOTOpPBIX U3 HUX HUKOTAA HE BCIIOMHMIIb 0€3 MyIIEBHOTO
tpeneta. K ynciny Takux xapakTepoB IMPUHAIJIEXKUT KyredyecKast
xkeHa Karepwna JIbBoBHa M3MaiioBa, pa3birpaBiiias HEKOIIa
CTpallHYIO IpaMy, MOCje KOTOPOU HalllM ABOPSIHE, C YbEro-TO
JIETKOTO CJIOBa, CTaJIA 3BaTh ee 1edu Maxbem Muenckoeo ye3da.

Katepuna JIbBoBHaA He poamiach KpacaBuliei, HO ObLiIa I10
Hapy>XKHOCTHU KEHIIIMHA O4YeHb NpUsiTHas. Eil oT pony 1ien Bce-
TO JBaALaTh YETBEPTHIM TOM; POCTY OHA ObUIa HEBBHICOKOTO, HO
CTpOliHag, IIesi TOYHO M3 MpaMopa BbICEUeHHasl, IIJIeYd Kpy-
[JIbIE, TPYAb KPenKasi, HOCUK TPsIMOI, TOHEHBbKWI, TJIa3a yep-
HbI€, XUBbBIE, OCJIbI BEICOKUI JIOO U YepHBIE, aX MTOCUHS Yep-
HbIe BoJIOCHI. Buimanu ee 3amyx 3a Hamiero Kymnua M3maiinoBa
¢ Tyckapu, u3 Kypckoit rydbepHuu, He IO JIIOOBU WUJIM KaKOMY
BJICYCHUIO, a TaK, TOTOMY 4TO M3MaiiJioB K Hell mpucBaTaics,
a oHa ObLIa AeBylIKa OemxHasi, U IepedupaTh KCHUXaMU €l He
npuxoawiock. lom M3MailioBbIX B HallleM ropoje ObL1 He Io-
CJIEHUIA: TOPTOBAJIM OHU KPYITYATKOIO, AePKaJIH B yesne 00Jb-
IIIYI0 MEJIbHUILY B apeHIie, UMeJIM TOXOOHBIM cal Mol ropoaoM
U B ropone AoM xopoluii. Boobiie Kymnibl ObLIM 3aKUTOYHBIE.
CeMbs Y HAX K TOMY XK€ ObllTa coBceM HebourbIas: cBekop bo-
puc Tumodenu M3maiinoB, yeloBeK yxXKe JeT Mo BOCEMbIECST,
MTaBHO BIOBBIN; ChIH ero 3uHoBUIl bopuckd, Myx KatepuHbl
JIBBOBHEI, YeJIOBEK TOXE JIET MATHUACCITU C JIUIIKOM, 1a ca-
ma Kartepuna JIbBoBHaA, 1 ToJbKO Bcero. Jereit y KatepuHbl
JIbBOBHBI TSITHIN TOMA, KaK OHA BhINLIA 3a 3UHOBUS bopuchya,
He Ob10. Y 3uHoBus bopuchiua He ObUIO AeTeil U OT MepBOit
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JKE€HBI, ¢ KOTOPOIi OH IMPOXKWJI JIET ABAALATh, IIPexKAe YeM OBIO-
Bes U keHuicsa Ha Katepune JIbBoBHe. [lyman oH U Hamesics,
YTO mact eMy bor XoTh OT BTOpOro 6paka HacjaeaHUKa Kymeye-
CKOMY MMEHU 1 KaITUTaIy; HO OITITh eMy B 3ToM U ¢ KaTepuHoit
JIbBOBHOI1 HE TTOCYACTINBUIOCH.

be3neTHOCTh 3Ta OYeHb MHOTO oropyaia 3uHoBUsI bopuchi-
4a, ¥ He TO 4YTo ogHoro 3mHoBUs bopuckrya, a 1 crapuka bopu-
ca Tumodenua, na naxke u camoe Karepuny JIbBoBHY 3TO OUeHb
nevanuio. Pa3, 4To cKkyka HemoMepHasi B 3allepTOM KyIIeYeCKOM
TepeMy C BBICOKMM 3a00POM U CITyIIIEHHBIMM LIEITHBIMM cobaKa-
MU HE€ pa3 HaBOAWJa Ha MOJIOAYIO KYIMUMXY TOCKY, TOXOISIILYIO
0 OAypU, U OHa paga Obl, OOr BecTh KaK pama Obl OHa ObLia
TMIOHSTHYMTBCS C JAETOYKOI; a Npyroe — W TOIMPeKHu el Hamoe-
nu: «Yero 1m1a ga 3aueM Iiia 3aMyk; 3a4eM 3aBsi3ajia 4esIOBEKY
cyab0y, HEpOAULIa», CJIOBHO U B CAMOM JieJie OHA MPECTYILICHKE
Kakoe ceajia v mepen MyxKeM, 1 Iepes CBEKpoM, U Iepe BceM
MX YECTHBIM POJOM KYMNEYECKHUM.

IIpu BceMm noBoJIbCTBE U A00pe XkuThe KateprHbl JIbBOBHBI
B CBEKPOBOM JIoOM€e OBLJIO caMoe CKydyHoe. B roctu oHa e3xana
MaJlo, 1a U TO €CJIM TIOeNeT OHAa C MYXEM II0 CBOeMY Kyreue-
CTBY, TaK TOXe He Ha pamocTh. Hapon Bce cTporuii: HabI0naoT,
KaK OHa CSIeT, Ja KakK IpOWIeT, KaK BCTaHeT; a y KarepuHe!
JIbBOBHBI XapakTep ObUI IBUIKMI, W, XUBS IEBYIIKON B Oel-
HOCTHM, OHa MPUBBIKJIA K TIPOCTOTE U CBOOOJIE: MPodeXaTh ObI
C BeApaMHU Ha peKy Nia MOoKymnaTbes Obl B pyOalliKe I10j MpucTa-
HbIO UM OOCHINATh Yyepe3 KaJIUTKY MPOXOXEero MoJjoala Mmoia-
COJIHEYHOIO JIy3rolo; a TyT Bce MHavye. BCTaHyT CBEKOP C MyKeM
PaHEeXOHBbKO, HAMBIOTCS B 1IECTh YacOB yTpa yaio, Aa U 0 CBO-
WM JieJlaM, a OHAa OfHA CJIOHSIET CJIOHBI U3 KOMHAThl B KOMHATY.
Besne uncTo, Be3nge TMXO M MYCTO, JaMIIAAbl CUSIIOT Iepen 00-
pasaMM, U HUTJE 110 TOMY HU 3ByKa XXKMBOT'0, HHM T0JI0Ca YeJIoBe-
YEeCKOro.

IToxoout, moxoautr KatepruHa JIbBOBHA IO IYCTHIM KOM-
HaTaM, HaYyHeT 3eBaTh OT CKYKH M MOJIE3ET IO JIECEHKE B CBOIO
CYIIPYXECKYI0 OMOYMBAJIBHIO, YCTPOCHHYIO Ha BBICOKOM He-
OOJIBIIIOM ME30HMHYMKe. TyT ToXe IOCHINT, TOoTja3eeT, Kak
y aM0apoB TTeHbKY BEIIAIOT WJIM KPYITYaTKy CCHITNAIOT, — OTISITh
el 3¢BHETCSI, OHA U paia: IPUKOPHET YaCOK-IPYTOii, a IIPOCHET-
Csl — OITSITH Ta XK€ CKyKa pyccKasl, CKyKa KyIle4eCKOro IoMa, OT

o 6 B



KOTOpO# Becesio, roBopsT, naxe ynaButhes. Yurate KatepuHa
JIpBOBHA OBLIa HE OXOTHUIIA, Ja U KHHUT K TOMY X, oKpoMs Ku-
€BCKOTO MaTepuKa, B JoMe WX He OBIJIO.

CkyuHoOI0 XM3HbIO Xujaoch KatepuHe JIbBoBHe B Goratom
CBEKPOBOM IOME B TEUCHME LICJBIX IISITH JIET €e XKU3HM 3a He-
JIACKOBBIM MY>KeM; HO HUKTO, KaK BOIMTCSI, He oOpaIllair Ha 3Ty
CKYKY €€ HU MaJIeiIliero BHUMaHusI.

2

Ha mectyio BecHy Karepunbl JIbBOBHUHOTO 3aMy»KecTBa
y M3MaiiioBbIX MPOpBaIo MEIbHUYHYIO TUIOTUHY. PaGoThl Ha
Ty TOpYy, KaK HapO4YHO, HAa MEJBHUILY OBLIO 3aBE3¢HO MHOTO,
a IpopBa YYMHWJIACh OIPOMHAs: Boda yIlUIa IOJ HUXHUK Jie-
XEHb XOJOCTOM CKPBIHU, U 3aXBAaTUTh €€ CKOPOU PYKOW HUKAK
He ymaBaiochk. CorHan 3uHoBnit boprcerd Hapomy Ha MeJTBHUILLY
C LIEJIOM OKPYTY M caM TaM cuzaesa 0e30TIyYHO; TOPOACKUE Iesa
VXX onuH crapuk npaBui, a Karepuna JIbBoBHa Masimach qoMa
IO 1IeJTBIM THSIM OgHAa-onnHelIeHbKa. CHavasa eif 6e3 Myxxa ele
CKy4yHe# ObL10, a TYT OyATO AaXe KaK U Jy4llle MOKa3aJloCh; CBO-
bonHee eit onHoit crano. Cepjlle ee K HEMY HUKOTa OCOOEHHO
He JIexajo, a 6e3 Hero mo KpaitHeit Mepe OTHUM KOMAaHINUPOM
HaJ HEW CTaJo MEHBbIIIE.

Cunena pa3 KateprHa JIbBOBHA y ce0s1 Ha BBIIIKE T10J OKO-
IIIEYKOM, 3eBajia-3¢Bajia, HM O YeM OIIpeIe/IeHHOM He AyMasi, 1a
U CTBITHO €l HaKOHEIl 3eBaTh CTal0. A Ha IBOPE MOroja TaKas
yynecHasl: TeIUIO, CBETJIO, BECEJIO0, U CKBO3b 3EJICHYIO JEPEBSIH-
HYIO pelIeTKy cajga BUAHO, KaK IO AEPEBbSIM C CyyKa Ha Cy4yoOK
TepenapXuBaloT pa3HbIe ITUIKH.

«YTo 3TO 4, B camMoM AeJie, pa33eBajiach? — noaymana Ka-
TepuHa JIbBoBHA. — CeM-HY 51 XOTb BCTaHY I10 ABOPY MOTYJISIO
WIA B cajJl MPOUIYChb».

Haxkunyna Ha cebs KarepuHa JIbBoBHa cTapylo LITO(MHYIO
LIyOOUYKY U BHIILIA.

Ha ngBope Tak cBeT/IO M KpEemKO IBIIIMTCS, a Ha rajepee
y aM0apoB TaKOI XOXOT BeCEJIBII CTOMT.

— Yero aT0 BB Tak pagyeTech? — crnpocuyia KatepuHa
JIbBOBHA CBEKPOBBIX MPUKA3ZUMKOB.
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— A Bot, marymika Karepuna MibBoBHA, CBUHBIO XXUBYIO
Belllajn, — OTBeYas eil cTaplIuili MpuKa3uuK.

— Kakyto cBuHb10?

— A BOT CBUHBIO AKCHHBIO, UTO POIMIIa ChIHa Bacuibsa na
He Mo3Bajia HaC Ha KPEeCTUHEI, — CMEJIO M BECEJIO PacCKa3bIBajl
MOJIOAEII C IeP3KUM KPAacCUBBIM JIMIIOM, OOpaMJICHHBIM YePHBI-
MM KaK CMOJIb KYIpsSIMH U eIBa IMPOOUBAOIICCST OOPOIKOMA.

W3 my4yHOIT Kagu, MpUBEIIEHHO K BECOBOMY KOPOMBICIY,
B 3Ty MMHYTY BBIIVISIHYJIA TOJICTasl poxXKa PyMSIHOI KyXapKu AK-
CHUHBM.

— YepTu, ObSBOJIBI [JIAAKHWE, — pyrajach Kyxapka, crapa-
SICh CXBAaTUTHCS 3a KeJIe3HOEe KOPOMBICIO W BEUIE3Th M3 pacKa-
YUBAOIICHACS Kaau.

— BoceMms TIymoB 1o obenma TSHET, a MUXTEPh CeHa ChecT,
TaK ¥ TUPb HEIOCTAHET, — OISTh OOBSICHSUI KPACUBBII MOJIO-
IIell ¥, TIOBepHYB Kajb, BHIOPOCIIT KyXapKy Ha CJIIOKEHHOE B YIJIe
KyJIbe.

baba, mytauBo pyrasich, Hayaja OIpaBIISITHCS.

— Hy-ka, a ckonbko Bo MHe OyneT? — nomyTtuia Kateprna
JIbBOBHA M, B3IBIINMCH 32 BEPEBKU, CTajia Ha JOCKY.

— Tpu nyna cemb (DyHTOB, — OTBeYas TOT K€ KpPaCUBBIH
moogenr Cepreit, 6poCHB THph Ha BECOBYIO cKaitMy. — JIMKo-
BUHA!

— YeMy X Tbl JUBYELIbCS?

— Jla yto Tpu nyna B Bac notsgHyno, Karepuna MnabpBoBHA.
Bac, g tak paccyxnaro, LieJiblii 1eHb Ha pyKaX HOCUTbh Hamo —
¥ TO HE YMOPHIIIBCS, @ TOJBKO 32 YIOBOJIBCTBUE 3TO OYIEIIb TSI
ce0s1 UyBCTBOBATb.

— Yo X 4, He YelloBeK, uTo Ju? Heboch ToXe ycTaHeIlb, —
OTBETMJIA, CJIETKA KpacHesI, OTBHIKIIASI OT TaKMX pedeit Karepu-
Ha JIbBOBHA, 4yBCTBYSI BHE3aITHBIN IPUJINB XEJIaHUS pa30oJi-
TaTbCSl U HATOBOPUTHCS CJIOBAMU BECEJIBIMU U IITYTIUBBIMU.

— Hu 6oxe moii! B ApaBuio cuactiuBylo 3aHecC Obl, — OT-
Beyas eit Cepreit Ha ee 3aMeyaHUe.

— He Tax Tb1, MOJIOIEI, paccyKaaellb, — FOBOPHUJI CChINIaB-
muii My>Xndok. — YTo ecTh Takoe B Hac TsokecTh? PasBe Teso
Hallle TIHeT? TeJIO Hallle, MUAJIBIA YeJIOBEeK, Ha BeCy HMYETO He
3HAYMT. CHJIA Hallla, CUJIa TSHET — He TeJo!

— Jla, g1 B neBKax cTpacTh CHJIbHAS OblIa, — cKa3aJia, OISITh
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He yrepneB, Karepuna JIbBoBHA. — MeHs maxe MyXXUuuMHa He
BCSKWU Ol0JIeBa.

— A Hy-C, TTO3BOJIbTE PYYKY, €CJIM KaK 3TO MpaBaa, — MO-
TIPOCWJI KPACUBBIN MOJIOLELL.

Karepuna JIbBoBHa cMyTMIach, HO MIPOTSHYJA PYKY.

— Oii, mycTu KoibIO: 6oMbHO! — BCKpuKHyna KarepuHa
JIpBOBHa, Korma Cepreii cxkajl B CBOEH pyKe ee pyKy, U CBOOOI-
HOIO PYKOIO TOJIKHYJIA €T0 B I'PYIb.

MouJoaell BBIMYCTUI XO3SIMKUHY PYKY U OT €€ TOJlYKa OT-
JIeTeJl Ha JBa 11ara B CTOPOHY.

— H-na, BOT ThI U paccykaai, 4TO KEHIIMHA, — YIUBUJICS
MYXKUYOK.

— Her, a BbI TO3BOJIBTE TaK B3AThCS, HA-OOPKHU, — OTHO-
cusics, packuabiBast Kyapu, Cepera.

— Hy, 6epucy, — oTBeTMIIa, pa3BeceIuBIINChH, KaTepruHa
JIbBOBHA U TIPUITOAHSUIA KBEPXY CBOU JIOKOTOUYKHU.

Cepreit 0OHSIT MOJIOLYIO XO3SHKY M TMpPUXaad €€ TBEepAyIo
IpyIb K CBoeil KpacHoit pybaiike. KarepuHa JIbBoBHa TOJIbKO
ObUTO MouIeBeSbHYIA IUieyamMu, a Cepreil MpUITOAHSII €€ OT I1o-
JIy, ToJepkaa Ha pyKax, cXaJl M Mocaaul TUXOHBKO Ha OIpo-
KUHYTYIO MEPKY.

Kartepuna JIbBoBHa He ycriena naxe pacropsiIuTbCs CBOEIO
XBaJIeHOW cuiioto. KpacHast-packpacHasi, IorpaBmIa OHA, CUIS
Ha MepKe, CBAJIMBIIYIOCS C IIeya IIyOKYy M THUXO IOILIa U3 aM-
bapa, a Cepreii MOJIOAELKU KaLIUISIHYJ U KPUKHYJIL:

— Hy BbI, onyxu uapst HebecHoro! Chlnb, He 3eBaii, rpedJa
He 3aMaif; OyayT BEpIIKW, HAIIW JUIIKU.

bynTo xak oH ¥ BHMMaHUS He oOpaTWJ Ha TO, YTO ceilyac
ObLIO.

— JHeBuuyp 3T10T mpokKisaTeIM Cepexka! — paccKa3plBaia,
wretsich 3a Karepunoit JIbBoBHOI, Kyxapka AKCUHBsI. — Bcem
BOD B35J — YTO POCTOM, UTO JIMLIOM, YTO KpacoToi. Kakyo Tel
XOyelllb )KeHYMHY, ceiiyac OH ee, MOoJjell, YIeCTUT, U YJIeCTUT,
U [0 Ipexa AoBedeT. A 4TO YK HEMOCTOSIHHbBIN, MomJiel, Ipe-
HEIOCTOSTHHBIA -HEMOCTOSTHHBIA!

— A Tbl, AKCUHBSI... TOTO, — FOBOpMJIA, UAYYU BIEPEIU ee,
MoJo1ast X03siiKa, — MaJIbYMK-TO TBOU y TeOs1 KuB?

— 2KuB, Marymika, skuB — 4to emy? [ 1e oHM He HYXHBI-TO
KOMY, V TeX OHU BEeIb KUBYIILH.
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— M otkyna 310 OH y Tebs1?

— HW-n! Tak, ryneBoii — Ha Hapone Bedb XUBEIIb-TO, — Ty-
JIEBOA.

— JlaBHO OH y Hac, 3TOT MoJjonel?

— K10 310? Cepreii-to, uro m?

— Ja.

— C wmecsn oyaeT. Y KomuoHOBBIX AOMPEXb CIYXKWJI, TaK
MPOTHAJI €r0 XO3IMH. — AKCHUHBS MOHM3WIA TOJIOC U TOocKa3a-
na; — CKa3bIBaloOT, C CAMOW XO3SMKOM B JTI0OBU OBLI... Beas BOT,
TpeaHadeMcKas ero ayiia, Kakoi cMelblit!

3

Teruible MOJIOYHBIE CYMEPKM CTOSUIM Hal TOpOAOM. 3UHOBUIA
Bopuceru eme He Bo3Bpamaics ¢ monpynku. Ceekpa bopuca
Tumodenua Toxe He ObLIO JOMa: MOEXaJl K CTapoOMy MPHUSITETIO
Ha UMEHUHBbI, Jaxe W K YXUHY 3aKa3aj cebs He MOXUAaThCs.
Karepuna JIbBoBHa OT Heuero aejaTh paHO MoBeuyépesia, OTKPhI-
JIa y cebs Ha BEIIIKE OKOIIEYKO 1, TIPUCIOHSICh K KOCSKY, IIIe-
JIyIIWIA MOACOIHEYHbIe 3epHYIIKU. Jtoau B KyXHe MOyXUHaIU
M pacXOIUJIUCH TI0 IBOPY CIaTh: KTO MO capau, KTO K aMbapam,
KTO Ha BBICOKHWE OYIIMCTHIE CCHOBaIbI. I103Xe Bcex BEINIET U3
kyxHu Cepreii. OH TTOXOIWMII IO ABOPY, CITYCTUJ IEITHBIX CO0aK,
MOCBUCTAJ 1, MPOXoas1 MUMO oKHa KarepuHbl JIbBOBHBI, IOTJISI-
JIeJl Ha Hee M HU3KO e TTOKJIOHUJICS.

— 3mpaBCTBY, — THXO cKa3alla eMy co cBoeif BEIku Ka-
TepuHa JIbBOBHa, U IBOP CMOJIK, CJIOBHO ITYCTBIHS.

— CynapbiHst! — IIpor3HEC KTO-TO Yepe3 ABe MUHYTHI Y 3a-
neptoii ABepu KarepuHbl JIbBOBHBI.

— Krt0 310? — mcnyrasiuch, cnpocuiia KareprHa JIbBoBHa.

— He usBonbTe nyratbest: 3710 51, Cepreil, — oTBeyasn Mpu-
Ka34uK.

— Yro Tebe, Cepreit, HyxKHO?

— Jlenabue xk Bam, KatepuHa MnbpBoBHA, MMEIO: MPOCUTH
Ballly MIJIOCTh 00 OIMHOM MaJIOCTH XKeJIalo; ITO3BOJIBTE B3OWUTH
Ha MUHYTY.

KarepuHa JIbBoBHaA moBepHyJa Kitod U Bioyctuia Cepres.

— Yto Tebe? — cmpocuia oHa, caMa OTXOISI K OKOIIIKY.
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— Ilpumen x BaMm, Katepuna MnbpBoBHA, MOMPOCUTD, HET
JIM y BaC KaKOW-HUOYIb KHIUKEYKU TTouuTaTh. CKyKa O4eHb OlI0-
JIeBaer.

— V¥V Meng, Cepreit, HeT HUKAKUX KHIXEK: He YNATAIO I
nx, — orBevaysa Karepmuna JIeBoBHa.

— Taxkas ckyka, — xanoBajics Cepreii.

— Yero Tebde ckydaTs!

— TlomunyiiTe, Kak He CKy4aThb: YEJIOBEK I MOJIOMIOM, XKUBEM
MBI CJIOBHO KaK B MOHACTBIpe KaKOM, a BIIepel BUAUIID TOJbKO
TO, UTO, MOXET ObITh, 10 TPOOOBOI JOCKU MOKEH MpornagaTh
B TaKOM OfrHOYecTBe. Jlaxke oTyassHbe MHOTIA PUXOIUT.

— Yero X Tbl He XEHUILIbLCS?

— Jlerko ckazaTh, CymapbIHs, XeHUThCsT! Ha KoM TyT XKe-
HUTbCS? YemoBeK 1 He3HAUMTEIbHBIN; X03siicKasl JOYb 32 MEHS
He Toiiner, a mo 6emHocTH Beé y Hac, KarepuHa MinpBoBHA, BEI
caMM M3BOJINTE 3HATh, HEOOpPa30BaHHOCTh. Pa3Be oHE MOTYT 4TO
00 1100BY MOHUMATD Kak cieayet! Bot, n3BoauTe BUAETD, KaKoe
HUXHEee U y OoraTbIX-To MoHSITHE. BOT BB, MOXXHO CKa3aTh, Kax-
JIOMY IPYTOMY YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPBI ce0s1 UyBCTBYET, B yTELICHWE
OBI TOJIEKO IIJIST HETO OBUIM, a BB Y HUX Telleph KaK KaHapeiika
B KJIETKE CONEPXKUTECH.

— Jla, MHe cKy4yHO, — copBayioch y KatepruHbl JIbBOBHBI.

— Kak He ckyuatb, cymapbIHs, B 31aKoi xxu3Hu! Xo1a Obl
JIaxe W IpeaMeT KaKol y Bac ObLI CO CTOPOHBI, TaK, KaK Ipyrue
MpoyHre IealoT, TaK BaM U BUIAETHCS ¢ HUM JaXKe HEBO3MOXHO.

— Hy 270 THI... He TOo coBceM. MHe BoT, Korjaa 0 s1 cebe pede-
HOYKa Obl poauia, BOT Obl MHE C HUM, KaXeTCs, U BECEJIO CTaJIO.

— Jla Benb 3TO, ITO3BOJIETE BaM JOJIOXWTh, CYIapbIHS, BeIb
U pebeHOK TOXe OT Yero-HuOyab ToXe ObIBaeT, a He Tak xXe. He-
IITO TETIEPh, IO XO35I€BaM CTOJIBKO JIET XKMBIIM U HA 3MaKyIO KCH-
CKYIO XXKU3Hb I10 KYIICUECTBY IJISIIIOYM, MBI TOXE HEe ITOHMMaeM?
IlecHsa noetcs: «6e3 MuIia ApyXkKa 00ysijia TpyCTb-TOCKa», U 3Ta
TocKa, nojoxy BaMm, Karepuna MinbBoBHA, COOCTBEHHOMY MOEMY
cepaly CTOJb, MOTY CKa3aTh, YyBCTBUTEIbHA, YTO BOT B35 ObI
s €70, BbIpe3asl OyJIaTHBIM HOXXOM M3 MOEl Tpyau U OpOCHJT Obl
K BallUM HoxXKaM. M jerde, cto pa3 jierdye Obl MHe TOoraa ObLIO...

Y Cepres 3agpoxai royoc...

— UYTo 3TO THI MHE TYT PO CBOE Cepalie cKa3piBaellb? MHe
9TO HU K 4yeMy. Wnu THI cebe...
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— Her, nmo3Boinbte, cynapbiHs, — npousHec Cepreii, Tpere-
II1a BceM TejioM | nenas mar K Karepune JIsBoBHe. — 3Halo 4,
BUXXY U OYEHbB JaXe YYBCTBYIO M TIOHMMAIO, YTO W BaM He JieT4e
MOETO Ha CBETe; HY TOJIbKO Telepb, — MPOM3HEC OH OOHUM IIpU-
IBIXaHUEeM, — TeIephb BCE 3TO COCTOMUT B 3Ty MUHYTY B BaIllMX
pyKax " B Balllei BJIACTH.

— Tbl yero? yero? Yero Tel npuiea Ko MHe? 4 3a OKHO
opomrych, — ropopuia KatepruHa JIbBoBHa, UyBCTBYS ceOsI IO
HECHOCHOIO BJIACTHIO HEOIMCYEMOTO CTpaxa, U CXBaTWJIach py-
KOIO 3a TMTOJOKOHHMUILY.

— 2KusHb Thl MOsI HecpaBHeHHas! Ha 4To Tebe OpocaTh-
csa? — pa3BsizHo mpoimrenTtan Cepreit U, OTOpPBaB MOJIOAYIO XO-
31Ky OT OKHa, KPEIKO €€ OOHSII.

— Ox! ox! myctu, — tuxo cronana KarepuHa JIbBOBHa,
ciabest o ropssanMu noteaysmu Cepres, a caMa MIMOBOJIBHO
MPYKMMaach K ero Morydei purype.

Cepreil momHsI X03511Ky, KaK peOeHKa, Ha PYKU U YHEC ee
B TEMHBIA YTOJ.

B xomHaTe HacTymio 6e3MoIBUe, HapyllIaBIleecs: TOJbKO
MEPHBIM THUKaHbEM BHUCEBIIMX HaJ M3rojoBbeM KpoBaTu Kare-
puHBI JIbBOBHBI KapMaHHBIX YaCOB €€ MyXa; HO 3TO HUUEeMY He
MeTIajo.

— WMnu, — rosopuna KarepuHa JIbBoBHa uepe3 1mojyaca, He
cMoTpst Ha Cepresl ¥ MOIPaBJIsis Mepel MAJIEHbKUM 3¢ pKaJlblieM
CBOM pa30OpOCAHHBIC BOJIOCHI.

— Yero g Tenepuya OTCI0I0BA MOMAY, — OTBEYaJI il cyacT-
JuBBIM TojiocoMm Cepreii.

— CBekop IBepH 3amper.

— Dx, myma, myma! /la Kakux ThI 3TO JIOei 3Hajla, YTO UM
TOJBKO ABEPbIO K XXKEeHIIMHE U gopora? MHe 4to K Tebe, YTo OT
TeOsT — Be3le ABepU, — OTBeYall MOJIOZEI, YKa3bIBasi Ha CTOJIOHI,
TOIEPXKMBAIOIIIME TAJIEPEIO.

+

3uHoBUiI bopuchu elle Henesno He ObIBal JOMOW, M BCIO
3Ty HEAENIO XeHa ero, YTO HOUb, O CaMOro Oena cBeTa ryJisiia
¢ Cepreem.
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MHoro 0bI0 B 3T HOYM B crnajbHe 3uHOBUS bopuceiua
M BHMHIIA U3 CBEKPOBOIo Iorpeda MOMUTo, 1 CIaIKMX clacTeit
MOEIEeHO, U B CaxapHbIe XO3SMKWHBI YCTa MOLEI0BAHO, U Yep-
HBIMU KyIpsSIMU Ha MSTKOM M3TOJIOBbe mourpaHo. Ho He Bce
Jlopora UAeT CKaTepThio, ObIBAIOT U TepeOONHKU.

He cranmocs bopucy Tumodenuy: 6xyxman ctapuk B Tie-
CTPOM CUTLIEBO pyOallKe 10 TUXOMY AOMY, ITOIOIIET K OTHO-
MY OKHY, ITOJOIIEJ] K APYroMy, CMOTPUT, a IO CTOJ0Y M3-TIOf,
HEBECTKMHA OKHA TUXO-TUXOXOHBKO CITyCKaeTCsl KHU3Y Kpac-
Hasg pyb6axa mosoaua Cepres. Bor Tedbe u HoBocTbh! Bhickoumn
bopuc Tumodenu u xBaTh MoJoALA 32 HOTU. TOT pa3BepHYJI-
csl OBLTO, YTOO CHhE3OUTh XO3sIMHA OT BCEro cepila Io yxy, aa
U OCTaHOBUJICSI, PACCYIMB, UTO IITYM BBIWMET.

— CkasbiBaii, — roBoput bopuc Tumodeny, — rae ObLI,
BOD TBI 3TaKO#?

— A e O0bUI, — TOBOpUT, — TaM MeHs, bopuc Tumodeny,
cynapb, yx Hety, — oTBevan Cepreii.

— VY HeBecTKU HOueBa?

— IIpo To, X035IMH, ONITL-TaKU 5 3HAIO, IJIe HOUYEBaI; a Thl
BOT uTo, bopuc TuModenu, Tl MOETO Cj0Ba MOCYIIA: 4To,
oTell, ObIJIO, TOTO Ha3aj He BOPOTHIIb; HEe KJIaJU X ThI IO Kpaki-
HOCTH TI030pYy Ha CBOI1 Kyreueckuii oM. CKa3bIBaii, 9eTO ThI OT
MeHs Terepb xo4elb? Kakoro yosarorBopeHmsI XKelaelb?

— XKenaro 51 TebOe, acruay, NATLCOT TJIETEH 3aKaTUTh, — OT-
Beyan bopuc Tumodeny.

— Mos BuHa — TBOS BOJIsI, — corjiacuiics Mmojonei. — ['o-
BOpM, KyJa UATH 3a TOOOM, U TEIIbCS, NIE MOIO KPOBb.

ITosen bopuc Tumodeny Ceprest B CBOIO KAMEHHYIO KJ1ad0-
BEHBKY, U CTeTaJl OH eT0 Haraiikoro, IMoka caM U3 CWJI BBIOUJICS.
Cepreit HU CTOHA HeE TOAaJI, HO 3aTO TIOJIOBUHY pyKaBa Y CBOEH
pyOaIku 3ybaMu U3bel.

Bpocun bopuc Tumodenu Cepres B K1agoBoii, IToka B30U-
Tasi B UyTYH CIIMHA 3aKUBET; CYHYJ €My TJIMHSIHBIN KyBIIMH BO-
IUIBI, 3aep ero OOJIbIIMM 3aMKOM U MOCJIaJl 32 CHIHOM.

Ho 3a cTo BepcT Ha Pycu mo mpocenoyHbIM JOporam elie
" Temepb He cKopo e3ndaT, a KarepuHe JIbBoBHe 6e¢3 Cepres
U 4Yac JIMITHUMN TepekuThb yke HEBMOTOTY cTajo. Pa3BepHynach
OHa BIPYT BO BCIO IIMPbH CBOCH MPOCHYBIIEICS HATYPHI M TaKasi
cTajla pelInTeIbHAasI, 9YTO M YHSTH ee Heab3sl. [IpoBemama oHa,
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rae Cepreii, HOroBopuiia ¢ HUM 4epe3 KeJe3HYIO IBePhb U KUHY-
Jachk Kimodeit uckarb. «Ilyctu, tTareHska, Ceprest», — IpuIIIia
OHa K CBEKDY.

Crapuk Tak u mo3eneHena. OH HUKaK He OXHWaaad TaKoi Ha-
IJIOM Iep30CTU OT COTpEelIMBIIE, HO BCEraa A0 CUX IOp MOKOp-
HOUW HEBECTKMU.

— Yro THI 3TO, Takas-csikas,, — HavyaJl OH cpaMuTh Kate-
puHy JIbBOBHY.

— Ilyctu, — roBoput, — 51 Teb6€ COBECThIO 3apydyaroCh, YTO
elle XyJIOoro MpoMex Hac HUYEro He ObLIO.

— Xymoro, — roBopur, — He ObLIO! — a caMm 3yb0aMM Tak
W CKPUITUT. — A 4eM BbI TaM C HUM I10 HouaM 3aiiManuch? I1o-
JIYIIKA MY>XHUHBI niepeOrBain?

A Ta Bce ¢ CBOMM IPUCTAET: MYCTU €ro Ja MyCTH.

— A xonu Tak, — rooput bopuc Tumodeny, — Tak BoOT ke
TeOe: MyXX TIPUEAET, MbI TeOsI, YECTHYIO XXEHY, CBOUMU pyKaMU
Ha KOHIOIITHE BBIIEPEM, a €ro, mojyielia, s 3aBTpa Xe B OCTPOr
OTIIPaBIIIO.

Tem Bopuc Tumodeny 1 mopemi; Ho TOJBKO 3TO pelleHre
€ro HE COCTOSITIOCK.

b)

IToen bopuc Tumogeny Ha HOYb I'PUOKOB C KalUILEH,
U HavaJlach y HETO U3XO0ra; BAPYT CXBATWJIO €TO IO/, JIOXKEUKOI;
PBOTHI CTpaITHbIE TTOAHSIUCH, M K YTPY OH YMEp, 1 Kak pa3 Tak,
KaK yMupaJIi Y HETO B amMbape KpbICHI, UIsi KOTOphiXx Karepuna
JIbBOBHa Bcerma CBOMMM COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMU IIPUTOTOBIIsIIA
0co0oe KylIaHbe ¢ MOPYYESHHBIM €€ XPaHEHUIO OMaCHBIM OeIbIM
TOPOIIKOM.

Bripyumna Karepuna JIbBoBHa cBoero Ceprest U3 CTapuKoOB-
CKOW KaMEeHHON KJ1amoBOW U 0e3 BCSKOTO 3a30pa OT JIIOACKHUX
o4Yell yJIoXuJIa ero OTAbIXaTh OT CBEKPOBBIX MOO0EB HA MYXKHM-
HOM mocTtenu; a cBekpa, bopuca TuModenya, HIUTOXKE CyM-
HSICSI, CXOPOHUJIU TI0 3aKOHY XpUCTHAHCKOMY. JIMBHBIM JeioM
HUKOMY M HEBIOMEK HMYEro ctano: ymep bopuc Tumodeny,
a U yMep, MOEBIIU IPUOKOB, KaK MHOTHWE, MOEBIIN UX, YMU-
patot. Cxoponmnu bopuca Tumodenua criemiHo, gaxe M cbiHa
HE IOXIABIINCH, ITIOTOMY YTO BpPEMsI CTOSIJIO Ha IBOpE TEILIOE,
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a 3unoBus bopuchklua nocjaaHHBIN He 3acTan Ha MeJbHUlLE. To-
My JieC CIIy9aifHO KaK-TO ACIIECBO IIOMAaJICS €Ile BEpCT 3a CTO:
IMTOCMOTPETh €r0 ToeXaJl M HUKOMY MyTeM He OOBSICHWII, Kyaa
rnoexail.

CrpaBuBmuch ¢ 3tuM aeiaoM, Karepuna JIbBoBHa yX co-
BceM pasoluiach. To oHa Obl1a 6aba HEPOOKOIo AecsITKa, a TyT
U HeJb3s ObLIO pa3ragaTh, UTO TaKOE OHa cede 3aayMaia: XOauT
KO3BIpEM, BCEM I10 oMY pacmopstkaercs, a Ceprest Tak oT cebst
U HE OTIYyCKaeT. 3aIMBUIMCh OBUTIO 3TOMY 1O ABOpPY, Aa Karepu-
Ha JIbBOBHA BCSIKOTO CyMeJa HaliTU CBOe 1Ieapoii pyKoi, U Bce
9TO OIWBOBaHbE BAPYT Ccpa3y MpoIIo. «3allia, — CMeKaau, —
y xo3siiku ¢ Cepreem anuropusi, 1a 1 Toabko. — Ee, Mo, ato
JIeJI0, €€ U OTBET OydeT».

A 1eM BpemeHeM Cepreil BbI3IOPOBEN, Pa30THYJICS U OMSTh
MOJIOIEI] MOJIOJIIOM, XXMBBIM KpedeToM 3axommt okono Exare-
puHBI JIbBOBHBI, M OTISITH TIOIIJIO Y HUX CHOBA XKUThE pa3iodes-
Hoe. Ho BpeMsi KaTuIoCh He ISl HUX OMHUX: CIIeIIWI TOMO 13
JOJITOM OTJIYYKM U OOVKEHHBIN My:XK 3MHOBUI bopucerd.

6

Ha nBope mocne obena cTosim NEKIBIA Xap, U MPOBOPHast
MyXa HeCHOCHO nokydana. KatepuHa JIbBOBHa 3aKpbljia OKHO
B CIaJIbHE CTaBHSIMU U €l1le LIEPCTSIHBIM ILIATKOM €ro U3HYTPU
3aBecwia, ma u jeriaa ¢ CepreeM OTIOXHYTh Ha BBICOKOI KyIie-
yeckoil moctenau. Criut u He criut KarepuHa JIbBoBHA, a TOJIBKO
TaK €¢ OMapuBaeT, TaK JUILO TOTOM U OOJIMBAETCSI, U ABIIIUATCS
eil TakoBo Topsiyo 1 TaroctHo. YyBcTByeT Karepuna JIbBoBHa,
YTO TTOpa eif ¥ MMPOCHYTHCSI; TIOpa UATH B CaJ Yaif MUTh, a BCTAaTh
HUKaK He MoxeT. HakoHel Kyxapka momonuia U B ABEPH TO-
cryyana: «CaMoBap, — TOBOPUT, — MO SIOJOHBIO TJIOXHET».
Kartepuna JIpBoBHa Hacujly TPOKMHYJIACh M HY KOTa JIaCKAaTh.
A kot mpoMexay ee ¢ CepreeM TpeTcsl, TAKON CJIaBHBIN, CEPBIH,
pOCIIBIi 1a MPETONCTIONINI-TOJCTHIM... U YChI KaK Y 0OPOYHOTO
o6ypmuctpa. Katepuna JIbBoBHa 3aBOpOLIMAIIACH B €TO MYIIUCTON
IIEPCTH, a OH TaK K HEM C PBIJIOM U JIE3eT: THIYETCS TYIIOM MOp-
IOV B YIPYIYIO TPYAb, a CaM TAKYyl0 TUXOHBKYIO MECHIO IOET,
OynToO €10 Ipo JII000Bh paccKasbiBaeT. «M dero emie croma 3TOT
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Kotuue 3amen? — agymaetr Karepuna JIbBoBHa. — CIMBKU TYT-
TO 51 Ha OKHE I10CTaBuJjIa: OeCIPEeMEHHO OH, MOIbIi, Y MEHS UX
BbUIONAEeT. BhIrHAaTh ero», — pelnnia oHa U XoTejJa CXBaTUThb
KOTa ¥ BEIOPOCHUTH, a OH, KaK TyMaH, TaK MAMO TIaJIbIIEB V Hee
n npoxomuT. «OmHaKO OTKyHa XXe 3TOT KOT Yy Hac B3sICsI? —
paccyxnaet B kommape Karepuna JIbBoBHa. — Hukoraa y Hac
B CIIaJlbHe HMKAKOTO KOTa He OBbLIO, a TYT MIIIb KaKoil 3a0pali-
csa!» XoTena oHa OISITh KOTa PYKO# B3$ITh, a €ro OIsTh HeT. «O,
Jla YTO X 3TO Takoe? YK 3TO, MOJHO, KOT Ju?» — MoayMana
KarepuHa JIbBoBHa. OTOpOIb €e BAPYT B3sjla U COH U ApeMy
coBceM OT Hee mporHana. OmisiHyaack KarepuHa JIbBoBHa Mo
TOPHUIIE — HUKAKOTO KOTa HET, JIEXKUT TOIbKO KpacuBhlit Cep-
reil U CBOEW MOTY4YEl PYKOW €€ TPyllb K CBOEMY TOPSIUEMY JIALLY
MIPIKUMacT.

Bcrama Karepuna JIpBoBHA, ceina Ha mocCTesb, Iej0Baa,
nenoBaia Cepresi, MIJIOBaJIa, MIUJIOBaJja €ro, MoIpaBwiIa U3MsI-
TYIO MEPUHY M IIOIILIa B cad Yall MUTh; a COJHIIE YK€ COBCEM
CBAJIWIO, U Ha TOpsIY0 MPOTPETYIO 3EMJIIO CIIYCKAETCS UyIHbIHA,
BOJILLIEOHBIN Beyep.

— 3acnanachk g, — ropopwia AkcuHbe Karepruna JIbBoBHa
U yceJlach Ha KOBpe ToJ LBETYLIEIO SI0JI0HbIO Yaii muThb. — M uto
3TO TaKoe, AKCMHBIOIIKA, 3HAYUT? — TIbITaJIa OHA KyXapKy, BbI-
THpasi caMa YailHbIM IOJIOTCHIIEM OJII0ACYKO.

— Yro0, MaTymka?

— He 1o uTO BO CHE, a BOT COBCEM BOT HasiBy KOT KO MHeE
BCE KaKOM-TO JIe3.

— W, 4T0 THI 3TO?

— TIlpaBo, KOT Jie3.

Karepuna JIbBoBHa pacckaszana, Kak K Hell Jie3 KOT.

— U 3auem Tebe ero OBLIO JTACKATH?

— Hy Bor momm k! cama He 3Har0, 3a4eM S €ro JiacKasa.

— YynHo, npaBo! — BocKIMIIajIa KyXapKa.

— 1 u cama HaIUBUTBLCS HE MOTY.

— D10 OGecnpeMeHHO Bpojlie KaK K Tebe KTO-HUOYAb MpU-
ObeTcsl, YTO JIU, IMOO elle UTO-HUOYIb TaKOe BbIMAET.

— Jla 4To X TaKOe UMEHHO?

— Hy umenno umo — yx 3TOro Te6€ HUKTO, MUJIBIA JAPYT,
OOBSICHUTh HE MOXET, 9YTO MMEHHO, a TOJBKO YTO-HUOYIOb Ia
Oyner.
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— Mecs1 Bce BO CHe BHIea, a IOTOM 3TOT KOT, — MpPO-
noypkana Kareprna JIbBoBHa.

— Mecsau — 3To MiIaieHell.

Katepuna JIbBoBHa mokpacHela.

— He cnocnate nu cloga K TBoeit musioctu Cepresi? — mo-
ITBITAJIAa €€ HAIlpalllMBaIOIIAsACs B HATIEPCHUIIBI AKCUHBSI.

— Hy uto X%, — otBevasa Karepuna JIbBOBHa, — U TO
TpaBa, TOAX TOILIN €T0: 5 ero YaeM TYT Hallolo.

— To-T0, g TOBOPIO, YTO MOCJIATh €ro, — IOopelnia AKCHU-
HbSI 1 3aKayajach YTKOIO K CaqOBOI KaJIUTKE.

Karepuna JIpBoBHa 1 Ceprero mpo KoTa pacckasajia.

— Meuranbe omHO, — oTBeTH Cepreii.

— C 4ero x ero, sToro MeutaHbs, npexnae, Cepexa, HU-
Korjga He ObLI0?

— Maro vero npexnue He ObIBajo! OLIBaJIO, BOH 51 Ha TeOs
TOJIBKO TJIA3KOM TJISKY Ja COXHY, a HOHYe BoHa! Bcem TBomM
OeJIBIM TEJIOM BJIazeio.

Cepreii o0Hs11 KaTepuny JIbBOBHY, ITepeKpy>K1JI Ha BO3AYyXe
U, LIYTS, OpOCWI ee Ha MyLIMCTHIA KOBEp.

— Vx, rojoBa 3akpyXwuiacb, — 3aroBopmia KarepuHa
JIeBoBHa. — Cepexa! momu-Ka crofa; csab TyT BO3Jie, — M03BaJia
OHa, HeXach U MOTATUBASICh B POCKOIITHOM ITO3€.

MouJonel, HarHyBILIMCh, BOLIE IOA HU3KYIO SI0JOHb, 3a-
JINTYIO OEJIBIMU LIBETaMU, W CeJl Ha KOBpe B Horax y KatepuHsl
JIbBOBHBI.

— A THI cox Xe 110 MHe, Cepexa?

— Kak xe He cox.

— Kaxk xe 1bI cox? Pacckaxu MHe TIpo 3TO.

— Jla Kak 1mpo 3To pacckaxenb? PazBe MOXHO Ipo 3TO U3b-
SICHUTB, KaK COXHeIlb? TocKoBai.

— Oryero x g 3T0ro, Cepexa, He YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO ThI ITO
MHe yOouBaelbcsi? OTO Bedb, TOBOPST, UYBCTBYIOT.

Cepreii mpomMoya.

— A TBHI Ij1g 4ero IecHH IiejI, eClId Tebe IO MHE CKYJIHO
on110? uTo? S Bemb HEOOCH CiIbIXajla, KaK Thl HA Tajimapee mej, —
MpoaoJIXajia CrpallnBath, jJackasch, Karepuna JIbBoBHa.

— Yro x uro necHu nen? Komap BoH U BeCh CBOI BEK ITOET,
JIa Bedb HE C pamocTu, — oTBevas cyxo Cepreid.
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Brimna naysa. Katepuna JIbBoBHaA Oblia MOJIHA BbhICOYali-
11Ier0 BOoCcTOpra oT 3TUX npusHaHuii Cepresl.

Eii xoTenock roBoputh, a Cepreit Cynmuics 1 Modal.

— Ilocmotpu, Cepexa, paii-To, paii-To Kakoi! — Boc-
kukHyna KatepuHa JIbBOBHA, CMOTpPSI CKBO3b ITOKPEIBAIOIINE
ee TYCTBIe BETBM ILIBETYIIel SIOJIOHW Ha YMCTOE roiyooe Hebo,
HA KOTOPOM CTOSUI TIOJTHBIA MOTOXUA MECHII.

JIyHHBIIT cBeT, TIpOOUBAsCh CKBO3b JIMCThS U LIBETHI S10J10-
HU, CaMbIMU MPUYYIJUBBIMU, CBETJIBIMU IISITHBIIIKAMU pa30e-
rajics 1o JIMIy U Bceill purype jexaniieit HaB3HUYb KaTepruHbl
JIbBOBHBI; B BO3IYXE CTOSIIO TUXO; TOJBKO JIETOHbKUI TETUIbIA
BETEpOUYEK YYTh ITOLIEBEJMBAJI COHHBIC JIUCThSI U Pa3HOCUI
TOHKHWI apoMaT LIBETYIINUX TpaB U IepeBbeB. HBIIAIOCh 4eM-TO
TOMSIINM, PACIIOJIaralolIiM K JIEHHM, K Here U K TEMHBIM Ke-
JIAHUSIM.

Katepuna JIbBOoBHA, He Moyiyyass OTBeTa, OMNATHL 3aMOJIYa-
Jla ¥ BCe CMOTpeJjia CKBO3b 0JeAHO-PO30BbIE LIBETHI SIOJOHU Ha
Hebo. Cepreil ToxXe Moyyall; TOJbKO €ro He 3aHMMaJlo Hebo.
OO6xBaTUB 00EMMM PyKaMu CBOM KOJIEHU, OH COCPEIOTOYEHHO
IISIAENT Ha CBOM CaIlOXKM.

3omortasg Houb! TuimmHa, cBeT, apoMaT M OJaroTBOpHas,
OXWBJISTIONIAs TerioTa. [lajgeko 3a oBparom, mo3aau caia, KTo-
TO 3aBeJI 3BYYHYIO MECHIO; IO 3a00pOM B TYCTOM UYepPEMYIITHUKE
IIEJIKHYJI U TPOMKO 3aKOJIOTHJI COJIOBEii; B KJIETKE Ha BHICOKOM
1IecTe 3a0peanyl COHHBIN IMepernes, W XUpHasl Jollalb TOMHO
B3[IOXHYJIa 3a CTEHKOM KOHIOIIHM, a MO BHITOHY 3a CaJ0BbIM
3a00poOM IpoHecach 0e3 BCSIKOro IymMa Becejasl cTas cobak
M rcyessia B 6e300pa3HoOi, YUepHOU TeHU MOJypa3BaIMBILIUXCS,
CTaphIX COJITHBIX Mara3mHOB.

Karepuna JIpBOBHA TIpUITOOHSUIACH HA JIOKOTH U TIISTHY-
JIa Ha BBICOKYIO CaIOBYIO TpaBy; a TpaBa TaK M UTPAaET C JIyH-
HBIM OJIECKOM, OPOOSIIUMCS O ILIBETHI U JIUCTbS JCPEBBLEB.
Bcio ee Mo30J0TWIM 3TU MPUXOTIMBBIE CBETJIbIC ISITHBILIKU
M TaK Ha Hell U MeJIbKAIOT, TaK U TPEIeILyTCsl, CJIOBHO KUBbIE
OTHEHHble 6a00UYKM, WM KaK OyATO BOT BCs TpaBa IIOA Aepe-
BbSIMHM B3sIaCh JIYHHOM CETKOW M XOIWT W3 CTOPOHBI B CTO-
pOHY.

— Ax, Cepexeuka, IIpeieCThb-TO KaKasg! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA,
orsineBmuch, Karepuna JIbBoBHA.
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Cepreii paBHOIYIITHO MOBEJ IVIa3aMU.

— Yro ThI 370, Cepexka, Takoit HepanocTHbIN? M yK Tebe
U J11I000Bb MOSI TIpUCKyuMnna?

— Y10 nycroe roBoputh! — oTBeuan cyxo Cepreii u, Ha-
THYBIINCH, JICHWBO TronenoBan Karepuny JIbBOBHY.

— W3menmuk 161, Cepexa, — peBHOBasia Kareprna JIbBOB-
Ha, — HEOOCTOSATEIbHBIA.

— S1 maxe 3TUX U CJIOB Ha CBOM CYET HE MPUHUMAIO, — OT-
Beyas COKOWHBIM ToHOM Cepreii.

— YTo X THI MEHS TaK Leayellb?

Cepreii coBceM mpomosyal.

— DTO TOJNBKO MYXbs C KeHaMU, — TIPOAOJDKajIa, UTpast ero
kynpssmu, Katepuna JIbBoBHa, — TaK ApPYT IpPYyKKe ¢ TyO IBIIb
obuBatoT. Thl MEHSI Tak Lieayit, YTOO BOT C 3TOM SIOJIOHU, YTO HaJ,
HaMM, MOJIOJOHM IIBET Ha 3eMJIIO IOCHIIajcs. Bor tak, Bor, —
menrana Karepuna JIbBoBHa, O0OBMBAasiCh OKOJIO JIIOOOBHUKA
U LIeJysl €T0 C CTPACTHBIM YBJICUECHUEM.

— Cnywait, Cepexa, yto s Tebe ckaxy, — Havana Kare-
puHa JIbBOBHA CIYCTs Majoe BpeMsi, — C Yero 3TO BCE B OJHO
CJIOBO TIPO TeOST TOBOPST, YTO Thl U3MEHIINK?

— Kowmy x 210 mpo MeHs O6pexatb oxoTa?

— Hy yx rosopsrt Jionu.

— MoxeT ObITh, KOTHAa M U3MEHSIT TeM, KaKhe COBCEM He-
CTOIOIIINE.

— A Ha 4TO, AypakK, ¢ HECTOIOIIUMU CBS3bIBAICSA? C HECTO-
IOIICI0 HE HAN0 U JIIOOBU UMETD.

— ToBopu x ThI! Helr 310 ae10 ToXe KakK Mo pacCyKIeHUIO
nenaetca? OauH cobya3H AercTByeT. Thl C HEIO0 COBCEM MPOCTO,
0e3 BCAKMX 3TUX HaMEepPEeHUI 3aIoBeb CBOIO MPECTYITMII, a OHA
yX ¥ Ha 111eto Tede BemaeTcs. Bot u 11060Bb!

— Coaymaii xe, Cepexa! s TaM, KaK Ipyrue Mmpodyre ObLUIN,
HHUYEro 3TOro He 3Halo, JIa 1 3HATh IIPO 3TO HE X0UYy; HY a TOJIb-
KO KakK Thl MEHSI Ha 3Ty TeIepellHI0 Hally J000Bb caM yJie-
1Al U caM 3Haelllb, YTO CKOJIBKO $ IIOIlJIa Ha Hee C OXOTOlo,
CTOJIbKO X U TBOEU XUTPOCThIO, TaK €xeau Thl, Cepexa, MHE Ja
W3MEHWIIb, €XeJIM MEHsS 1a Ha KOTO Ja HMOyIbh, Ha KaKylo HU
Ha €CTb MHYIO TIPOMEHSIENTh, 51 C TOOOI0, APYT MOW CEepIeYHBbIN,
W3BUHU MEHSI — XWBasl HE pacCTaHYCh.

Cepreii BCTpeneHyICS.
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— Jla Benp, Katepuna MnbBoBHA! CBET ThI MOl SICHBIN! —
3aroBopui oH. — ThI caMa IOCMOTPHU, KaKoe Hallle ¢ ToOOolo Je-
Jio. ThI BOH TakK Temepb 3aMeydaelllb, YTO s 3ayMYMB HOHYE, a He
paccynuIIb THl TOTO, KaK MHE 1 3aAyMYUBEIM He OBITh. Y MEHS,
MOXKET, BCE Cep/lle MOe B 3alleYeHHOIM KPOBM 3aTOHYJIO!

— ToBopu, roBopu, Cepexa, cBoe Tope.

— JHa grto TyT 1 roBoputh! BOT ceifuyac, BOT mepBoe IeIo,
0J1aroCJI0BM TOCIOIM, MYX TBO# Haenet, a Tol, Cepreit @uim-
IbI4, U CTyHAl IPOYb, OTHPABJISIMCI Ha 3aJHUMA ABOP K MY3bI-
KaHTaM M CMOTpM u3-Tiof capasl, Kak y KarepuHsl YbBOBHBI
B CHajJbHE CBEYEHbKa TOPUT, Ma KaK OHA MYXOBYIO MOCTEJIbKY
nepedWBaeT, Aa ¢ CBOMM 3aKOHHBIM 3MHOBHUEM bopuceiuem
OTIOYMBATh YKJIaIbIBAETCS.

— ODroro He Oynet! — Beceno npotsHyia Karepuna JIbBoB-
HA U MaxHyJla Py4YKOM.

— Kaxk Tak aroro He 6ygeT! A g Tak MTOHUMAlO, YTO COBCEM
Jaxe 0e3 3Toro BaM HeBO3MOXHO. A g Toxe, Katepuna UiabBoB-
Ha, CBOE ceple UMEK U MOTY CBOM MYKU BUIIETb.

— Jla Hy, moysiHO TeOe Bce 00 3TOM.

Karepune JIbBoBHE ObLIO TIPUSITHO 3TO BhipaxeHue Cepre-
€BOIl PEBHOCTH, U OHA, pPAaCCMESIBILINCH, OISITh B3sJIaCh 32 CBOU
TIOTIEeITy .

— A noBropuTtenbHO, — mponoirkan Cepreit, TUXOHBKO BBI-
CBOOAXXMBasi CBOIO TOJIOBY M3 TOJIBIX IO Uiy pyk KaTtepuHsl
JIbBOBHBI, — MOBTOPUTEIBHO HAJ0 CKa3aTh U TO, UYTO COCTOSIHUE
MO€ CaMO€ HUYTOXHOE TOXE 3aCTaBJISIET, MOXET, HE pa3 U He Jie-
CSTb pa3 pacCyduTh U TaK U MHaYe. Byap s, TaKk CKaxy, paBHbI
BaM, OyIb s KaKoi GapvH WJIv KyTell, 1 Obl TO ecTh ¢ Bamu, Ka-
TepuHa MITbBOBHA, M HU B XXU3HB He paccTaics. Hy, a Tak camu
BBI TTOCYIWTE, UTO S 32 YEJIOBEK IIpU Bac ecTh? Bumioum Tereps,
KaK BO3bMYT Bac 3a OejIble PYYKU M IIOBEIYT B OIOYMBAJIBHIO,
IOJKEH 51 BCe 9TO MEPEHOCUTh B MOEM CepAlie U, MOXET, Jaxe
caM IJisl ce0s1 upe3 TO Ha LIeJIbIi BeK MPEe3pPEHHBIM YEJI0BEKOM
caenatbes. Katepuna MnbBoBHa! f Beab He Kak Apyrue rpoyue,
IIJIS1 KOTOPOro BCE PaBHO, a0bl €My OT XKeHYMHBI TOJIBKO PaIOCTh
MOJyYuTh. Sl 4yBCTBYI0, KAKOBA €CTh JIIOOOBb 1 KaK OHA YePHOM
3Meel0 COCeT MOe Cepille. ..

— YTo THI 3TO MHE BCE MPO TaKOe TOJIKYelllb? — Tepeduia
ero Karepuna JIbBoBHa.
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