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Ihaga 1

Jeopey Yaiimxoan
Becra 1685 200a

— Jloub MOS1, ThI A€BULIA, U I HE TOMYIITY, YTOOBI THI y4acT-
BOBaJjia B CPAKCHMSIX.

Meiipu Makrperop, cTosl psiioM ¢ OTLIOM B baHkeTHOM
3ajie JBOPIA YalTXOJIJI, OTBETHIIA €My B3TJISIOM, TTOJTHBIM
THeBa U pazoyapoBaHusl. [la, oHa neBylKa, HO, Y4epT BO3bMU,
pa3Be 3TO MPUYUHA, YTOOBI OCTABJISITh €€ 3eCh, KOTraa Bce
POICTBEHHUKU YTPOM OTIPABSITCSI TOMOM?

Yro 13 TOro, YTO AEBYIIKA, KOTOPYIO OpaT Pob BeipBai u3
pyK rosutaHackoro agmupana Ilutepa [unnza B ab6arcTee
Castoro Xpucrtodopa, — 104b KopoJisi SIKoBa 1 ceiluac Ha-
npaBisiercst B Kamtoximmu? Ecny Bparu mpuHIIeCChl 6pocsT-
Cs13a HEelt B OTOHIO M HaIMaayT Ha poiHO# 1oM Melipu, To OHa
XOYeT OBITh TaM M BMECTE CO BCEMU OTPaXaTh HaTlaeHUeE.

Ho cymecTBoBasa 6osee BaxxHasi MpUUMHA €€ HEXETAHUS
ocraBaThbcs B AHIIMU. U 1eio He B TOM, UTO 3/1eCh HACTOSIILIEE
TEeKJI0, He B TOM, YTO apyMCTOKPAThI, CUASIINE PSIIOM C Heit
TOJ OTPOMHBIMU (hpecKaMU XyIOXKHUKA-IPOTECTAHTA, CBbI-
coKa CMOTPSIT Ha ee TOPCKUI HapsiT ¥ HeJIeTTble MaHEPHI.



— Oren, ecau 3TOT TOJJIAHACKUI amMupan HamaaeT Ha
KomitoximiH, 51 ToXXe X09y ¢ HUM CpakaThCst!

Makrperop ¢ yxacoMm B3IJISTHYJI Ha J0Yb. Y AeBYILIKY 000P-
BaJIOCh CepLIE.

— He cmeit jaxxe roBoputh 00 3TOM!

— Ho Bam u3BecTHO, 9TO 5T yMeIo AepKaTh KIMHOK! — 3a-
MAJIbYUBO BRIKpUKHYIA Melpu u 3acTymia JOpOry OTILY,
KOrJa TOT XOTeJI TPOMTH MUMO.

Jla, oHa BiafeeT opykueM U He poOeeT mepel Bparamu.
Eii He pa3 ciyyanoch oTBeYaTh yaapoM Ha yaap, U BOBCE He
Ha TPEeHUPOBOYHOI1 apeHe B moMe oTiia. Ho pa3se MmoxkeT oHa
TPU3HATKCS, YTO BMecTe ¢ OpaTom KonmHoM cocTout B Msi-
TEXKHOM OTPsIJIe TOPHOI MUJIULIMY, pa30UBILIEM KOBEHAHTEPOB
W KaMEpOHLEB, IOTIAHACKUAX aeNTOB MPEeCBUTEPUAHCKON
Bepbl? DTN haHATUKN CTPEMUIUCH CeIaTh CBOIO TOKTPUHY
€IMHCTBEHHOW penurueil ctpanbl. MHOTHE U3 MIPECBUTEPU -
aHLIEB 3aCea/IU B [MapJIaMEHTE U TOJIarajiv, YTO TOPCKUA 0ObI-
Yyail MoOMYMHEHUS TJ1aBe KJlaHa — 3TO BapBapCTBO.

— ThI oTKa3bIBaEllb, IOTOMY UTO S5 KEHILMHA!

— Ma, 4epT BO3bMHM! — TpoMUe, YeM HaMepeBaJICs, IMpo-
pbryan Makrperop u niepeBest ropsiuii B3rsia Ha jopaa On-
JUHTTOHA, KOTOPBIH C YAUBIEHUEM OTJISIHYJICSI HA LUyM. — Tbl
OCTaHeIIbCs 31€Ch, — YyTh MOHU3UB rOJI0C, 100aBwI oH. — U
KonuH Toxe. S 3HaTh HE 3HA10, KyJa BBl MOTaeTeCh JoMa, HO
3M1eCh C TUM OYIEeT ITOKOHYEHO.

Meiipu yauBIIeHHO OKPYIJIMJA IJ1a3a: 3HAYUT, OH YTO-TO
noao3peBaeT! — HO MPOAOJIKUIA YTOBOPHI:

— Ho ...

— Bce, Meiipu, g He u3aMeHIo peuieHusi. — Ero B3rsig
cMaryuics. — Tbl MOSI 1OUb, Y JOJDKHA MTOAYMHUTBCS. OcTa-
HEIIbCs 3/1eCh, T0OKAa HE MUHYET OMACHOCTD. Torna v BepHelllb-
cs. S mo6io TeOs U crenaro Bee, YTOObI yoepeub.

OH pa3BepHYyJICS 1 HampaBUJICS K XeHe, KOTopasi pacrio-
JIOXWJIACh B AJIbHEM KOHIIE 3aJia, a Melipu octaiach Kycarb
ryObl ¥ IPOKJIMHATH XEHCKYIO TOJIIO.
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YepT BO3bMU, OHA HE COOUPAETCS CUAETh U TIOKOPHO CMOT-
peTh, KaK BCe CaMOe BaxKHOE B XKU3HU ITPOXOAUT MUMO.

Meiipu ObL1a eAMHCTBEHHOI qo4ephio Kamiyma Makrpe-
ropa, a moToMy € He AOCTAJIOCh TOW U3HYPUTETbHOM BOCHHOM
MOATrOTOBKHU, KOTOpasI 3aI0JIHSIIa IETCKUE TOAbI TPEX €€ OpaTh-
€B, HO JIeBYIIIKA BCE XK€ OBJIajiesia KIIMHKOM 1 yMeJia HaTSTUBaTh
JIyK.

Jla, oHa MOXET U XOUeT cpaxkaTbcs!

OpHako Tak 0bUTO He Bcerga. Korma-to, naBHBIM-IaBHO,
Meiipu BriojTHe ycTpanBaJia MBICHTb, UTO €€ COOCTBEHHAS XKM3Hb
MPOMIET TaK Xe, KaK MpoIilia XKU3Hb MaTepH, — MO 3aLUTON
XpaOporo BoMHA U B opeoJie ero rooBu. Eit MeuTanocs o cro-
KOWHOW XWU3HU PSIOM C N30paHHUKOM, KOTOPBIN O KOHIIa
NHel OyaeT roBOPUTh €11 0 TOM, KaK OHa XOpoIlla U XeJlaHHA.
B okpyXeHuu AeTOK, B JOM€, KOTOPBIiA MOCTPOUT IJIs1 Hee
MYX, TJI¢ HEXXHOCTb M JTI00OOBb OyIyT BaXKHEE, YeM BOMHBI M3~
3a PEJINTUN WU TTOJTUTUKH.

OTtu MeuThl nopoauia B Helt KoHHop [paHT, 1 oH Xke pa3-
BesiJI MX B ITpax, KOraa, ocTaBUB Meiipu, OTIpaBUJICS CIIy>KUTh
MpoTecTaHTCKOMY Kopostio Kapiry.

Omna He Buzesia KoHHopa ceMb JieT. BeiOpocuiia 13 rojioBbl,
M3 CaMOM XKM3HU. A CErOIHsI OH BEPHYJICS.

Melipu He oKka3aaoch B MTOKOSIX OTIIA, KOTJa B YaillTXOJT
npuObLT KanuTaH [paHT U OO0 €€ POIHE O TOM, UTO T'OJI-
JIaHA1bl Hamajiu Ha abb6arcTtBo. Hamesich BCKOpe BEpHYThCS
JIOMOIi, OHa MocTapajach U3bexarb BcTpeuu. M BOT Tenepb
BBIICHUJIOCH, YTO OHa HUKY/A HE e/IeT.

Bce a1 ronbl, Koraa oHa yCepIHO yYUJIach 3alUIIATHCS
OT JII0OOOT0 OPYXMSI — JaKe OT 0OMaHa, — HE CyMeJIU TOAro-
TOBUTH €€ K 3TOMY IHIO. Meiipu X0TeI0Ch OCIETTHYTh, YTOOBI
He BUJETb KYMHUPa CBOEH IOHOCTH, OTJIOXHYTh, YTOOBI HE CJIbI-
1ath ero rogoca. Ho 4to 661 310 udmMeHuno? OHa 3Haja ero
JIMIIO JIy4lle, YeM cBoe co0cTBeHHOe. OHa BhIpOCa, IJIsIIsl Ha
HEro, BOCXMINASICh UM. Y3HaBaJla JTI000e M3 THICSY YYBCTB,
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OTpakaBLIMXCSI HA TOM JIMLIE KaK B 3epkaiie. Ero riasa roso-
UM SICHEe, YeM JTIIoObIe ¢10Ba, ciieTaBiue ¢ ry6. Bo cHe Meii-
pU BCe ellle CIIbIIIalia ero MPOTSKHBIN HU3KUI TOBOP — CKopee
MypJIBIKaHbE JIbBA, a He IoHolIecKas peub. O6pa3 KoHHopa
TpeciieIoBaJl ee MOoCAeAHUE CeMb JieT, U Melipu ero 3a 310 He-
HaBunena. HenaBumena 3a To, 4To MoJT0OMIa B CTOJIb IOHOM
BO3pacTe, KOT/a elle He MOTJla 3allUTUTHCS 1 OCTAHOBUTBH CE041.
3a 1o, uTO OH 3a0palt ee cep/lie, 3aCTaBUJI MEUTaTh O OYayILLIEM,
a TIOTOM OTHSUT 9T MEUTBI U YIIIeJI, He OTJISTHYBIIIKCh.

KonHop [paHT ObLT TOI 4acThiO €€ XXU3HU, O KOTOPOk
Meiipu npennoyia 3a0bITh, HO BCETa TOMHUJIA, KaK PEIIN-
TebHO Bhimisiaen KoHHop B neHb, Korga nmokuaan Kommox-
JIVH, a OHa, TypoyKa, TiaKkaia 1mo Hemy!

Tenepb OHa He XeNaeT HU BUAETh €T0, HA TOBOPUTH C HUM.
Meiipu He 3HaJIa, CyMEET JIU CKPBITh TOpeyb, KOTOpasi ocTalach
B cepllie, Koraa oH opocun ee, 6pocwn LloTnanauio, a Bo3-
MOXHO, 1 Bepy OTIIOB.

B3arisin neByiiku He oTpbIBajcs oT Bxoaa. OH cKOpo Mo-
saBuUTCcA 31ech. KoHHop 6611 y Koposisi. CoBeT, BepOsSITHO, YXKe
3aKOHUYMJICS, M CE4ac MOJIOIOM YEJIOBEK JOJIKEH HAllpaBUTh-
cs B baHKeTHBIH 3ai.

Meiipu HepBHO Cyumia HajJbllaMK BEIOMBIIYIOCS U3 100K
HWTH, TOKA HE CTAJO CAIHUTh KOXY, HO JPYTUX MTPU3HAKOB
BOJTHEHMSI He TIOKa3bIBaJia, HAIIPOTUB — Jaxke cyMeJia yiIbio-
HYTbCS MPUOJIMKaBIIEHCS K HEil 1ame.

— Ecnu neaun ONAMHITOH NMPONOJIKUT JIUMTHYTh K MOEMY
MyXy, — npousHecsia MaTh Konnopa, nequ Knep Crioapr,
OoCTaHaBIMBasICh oajie Melipu, — s Oyy BBIHYXEeHa BbILIa-
panarb e rinasa.

BpocuB Ha nequ OFIUHTTOH COYYBCTBEHHBIN B3TJISI,
Meiipu B31oXHya.

— A BeIb Ka3aJloch, OHA CTAHET BECTU CE0sT OCTOPOXHEE,
TIOCJIE TOTO KaK BbI HACTYIUJIN Ha TIOA0J1 Jienu YaHHUHT U efBa
He COpBaJIv ¢ Hee I00KY, — CO CMEIITKOM 3aMeTHJIa IEBYIITKa.
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— To 6b1a 1611 CoMepceT, Mosi foporasi. A ¢ ienu YaHHUHT
cJIeTeJ MapyK, KOTa sl HEYassHHO 3allelnia €ro KOJIBLIOM.

Melipu paccMesiiiach — BITEPBBIE 3a 3TOT Beuep, — HO B3I
TOTYAC BEPHYJICS K ABEPSIM M BECEJIOCTD €€ MOKUHYIIA.

— ThI He nOMXHA HA HETO CEPAUTHCSI, — TUXOHBKO MPO-
roBopuia Knep. Pazymeercs, ona umena B Buny otua Melipu,
ubo nenu Knep yxe gaBHO OCTaBWUJIa MOMBITKY OMpPaBAaTh
CcbIHA B M1a3zax Meiipu.

— Kunep, BbI ke 3HaeTe, s1 yMer0 cpaxkaThCs.

— WM Bce Xxe THI 10JKHA eMy MOBUHOBaAThbcsl. OH TeOs
JIOOUT.

O Bboxe! Ckonbko pa3 B XKM3HU OHa CJIbIIIajia 3T cjioBa!
KoHeuHo, oHa 3HaJia, 4To OTell JIIOOUT ee, HO Belb CHIHOBEH
OH TOXe JTIOOUT, OMTHAKO MO3BOJISIET UM CpakaThCst!

— SI ocraHych ¢ TOOOIM, ec/ii TeOe OT ATOro OyAeT Jierye.

— byner, — npusHanachk Meiipu. Eciu yX Heb3s exaTh
JIOMOI, TO JIy4lle UMETh psitoM apyra. Kiep, morepsiBiuas B
poax 4yeThIpex nouepeil, ormekana Melipu 1 OTHOCHIIACh K Heit
CJIOBHO K coocTBeHHOMY pebeHKy. Korma Konnop ocraBur ee,
Meiipu pelniach Noapaxarb UMEHHO TaKOM XKeHIIMHE, KaK
Krep. 1o Toro kak yKpacutb CBO€i IepCcOHOI BETNYECTBEH-
HbIe 3aJIbl YaUTX0JJIa ¥ TTOJYYUTh TUTYJ Jiean XaHTiau Adep-
nuH, Kiep Oblja MaTexxHulielt 1 60posiach MPOTUB Y3ypIiaTo-
pOB, OTHSBIIUMX TPOH y ee Ky3eHa Kapma. MMeHHO oHa
nocBaTwiIa Melipu Bo Bce TOHKOCTU 00eBOro uckyccrBa. Ho
Ternepb, MISAAs Ha ee TEeMHO-0OpI0BOE TIaThe, MbIIIHbIE JI0-
KOHBI COJIOMEHHOTO 1[BETA, TO-CTAPOMOIHOMY YOpPaHHBIE OT
JIMIIA ¥ JieXaBIIMe Ha TOJIOBE TBIIIHOW KOPOHOM, HUKTO He
MOT OBl 1axke BOOOPa3uTh, UTO 3Ta XKEHINMHA CIIOCOOHA Iep-
KaTh B pyKax KIIMHOK.

— 4 3Ha10, THI He XeJaelllb TOBOPUTh O HeM... — Mbapu
KpEeTKO 3aTsHyJIa HUTKY Ha najible. YepT BO3bMHU, JTyd1le Obl
matb KoHHopa Bce xe yexasa! — Ho, Bo3MOXXHO, BHI IBOE...
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Bonbiie Melipy HUYEro He yehbliiana — JUIIb 'y ToJI0-
COB Ha OaJIKOHE 1 pacKaThl TpOMa, COTPSICABILIETO CTEHBI, — 1
HUKOTO He BUIEeTa, KpOMe MYKUYMHBI, BOSHUKIIIETO B IIPOeMe
neepeil. O boxe! Kak ciy4uiaock, 4To OH CTall elle Kpacu-
Bee?

B oTnudue oT puaBOpHON NIyIIePHI, BRIPSAMBIIEHCS B
1LIEJIKOBbIE KaM30JIbl M TY(hJM Ha BICOKMX KaOJIyKax U C Or-
poMHbIMU 6aHTamMu, KoHHOD ObLI of1eT B OpUIKU 11BeTa OYii-
BOJIOBOI KOXU, TYTO OOTSTUBABIIINE €T0 MYCKYJTUCThIE HOTH,
1 BoeHHBbIe caroru. Ha ogHoM Genpe GoaTaauch HOXHBI C
KJIeiIMOpPOM, Ha BTOPOM — KOOYpa C ITMCTOJIETOM, YTO Mpuaa-
BaJIO €0 OOJIMKY BJIACTHBIN U TPO3HBIN BUA. OH CTOSI UyTh B
CTOpOHE OT APYTuX M OBUT IMOXOX Ha XWIIMHWKA B 3acame —
ruOKOTro ¥ yBepeHHOTrOo B ycrexe. Ceifuac OH Ka3ajicsl BOIUIO-
1LIEHMEM JIBYX CBOMX UIOCTaceil — ero aHMIMICKOe KOPOJIeB-
CKO€ HavyaJIo SIBJISLIO Ce0s1 B BLICOKOM POCTE U 2JIETAHTHOCTH,
a MOIITHOM KOCTBIO ¥ BHYIIIMTETLHO OCHOBATETbHOCTHIO (h1-
rypsl KoHHOpP ObLT 00s13aH KPOBU LIOTJIAHACKUX TOpLIEB B
cBoux kuax. Ilnsimy BoeHHOro o6pasiia co CTpayCOBbIMU
TIepbsSIMU OH JIep3KaJl IO/ MBIIIIKOM, OTYETO BOJIOCH THTAPHO-
ro 1iBeTa CBOOOAHO Maaain Ha ocTpbie cKybl. Lllupuny mie-
YyaM T0J, KpaCHO-0eIbIM KOPOTKMM MYHAMPOM IMpUAaBaIU
MpPeKpacHO pa3BUTHIE MBIIIILIBI, 2 HE MOIHBIE CKJIAIKK TODpH-
POBaHHBIX PyKaBOB.

Meiipu B MOJTYAJIMBOM O€CCUIIMU MOTJIa JIMIIb HAOI0JaTh,
KaK OH MPUBETCTBYeET Jopaa XOJUIMHICyopTa U ero XKeHy. Ceii-
yac KoHHOp BBITJISIIEIN cTapliie, U IBHO CTaJl OIBITHEE B TEX
BelllaX, KOTOpbIe OHa, BO3MOXHO, HUKorna He noitmeT. Ho ero
yJIBIOKA OcTajach MpexkHel — yapylolleil, urpuBOi U 4yBCT-
BEHHOI1 omHOBpeMeHHO. JItobast neBuiia, MMeBIIas Ij1a3a, He
ycrosiia OBl Tiepen Hell, a 1Be IMOYKM — IIpaBasl IiIyoxe, a
JIeBasl MEHblIIe, — YCUJIMBAJIU 0OastHUE 3TOM yJIbIOKU, BO3HU -
KaBIllell Ha ero Julie Mpu MajeiteM nosoae. Ho auib mo
MOMeHTa, Kora ria3a KoHHopa, mpsiayimecst o1 3010TUC-
8



TBIMU MPSIISIMU BOJIOC, HAUTM Melpu 1 MPOH3WIM KaK JBa
kuHxana. Hutka B ee majpiax JomHyIa.

— Hy kak, monpo6yers, Meiipu?

JleByllika HeqOyMeHHO B3rjsiHyJa Ha Kiep. ITonpo6y-
elb — 4to? He mpu3HaBaThCs 3kKe B TOM, YTO OHA OTJIoXJIa TPy
noseinenun Konnopa! Meiipu KuBHya:

— Jla, KOHEUHO.

— brnaronapio, noporas. lJiss MeHsI 3T0 OYeHb BaKHO. —
Krnep HaknoHUIACh, YTOOBI MOIIENIOBATH NEBYIIKY B IIEKY,
B3sUJ1a 3@ PYKY U ITOTSTHYJIA.

Yept Bo3bMu! Meiipu yniepiach KabykaMu B apKeT, 0CO-
3HaB, KyJla UMEHHO TaIlIUT ee MoApyra, HO Ta yIopcTBoBaa.

3aJ1 BOpYT IToKa3ajcs eif KPOIIETHBIM, a HOTW — TSIKeJTbI-
Mu. Melipu nBUranach CJIOBHO B pacrulaBieHHoM maroke. C
KaxXIbIM 1L1aroM, mpubaxasimum ee K KoHHopy, nypHOTa
ycunuBaachk. JleByIIke XOTeJIoCch BBIPBAThCS M yOexXaTh 0e3
orsiaku. Jla 3To mpocto cMmerrHo! OHa HUKOTIAa M HUYETro He
6osiach! Eif TpYKAbI Cy4anioch OYEPTs TOJ0BY OpocaThCs B
CaMyIo I'yIily CTBIYKH, KOTJa OTPSII TOPHOI MUJINIIMY BPHIBAJI-
csI B ToTOoBO BparoB. [la kak cMeeT KoHHOp TIpUBOINTH ee B
TaKoe COCTOSIHWE — JIAZJOHU YBJIAXHUJIUCH, AbIXAHUE CTAJIO
MPEePBLIBUCTBIM, cepilie OellleHO 3aKOJOTWIOCh B Ipyau? A
CMeeT IOTOMY, UTO KOTJa-TO 3aCTaBJIsII €€ yIbl0aThCsl, Meu-
TaTh, HagesAThCs... CTOIBKO jieT Melipu Abliaia UM OJHUM,
a KorJa oH yexall, pa3y4miach apiate. Ho motom npeBo3mor-
na ce6s1. M reneps HaMepeHa AbIaTh CBOOOIHO!

Oo6neraBiras ero ¢urypy (popma BEI3bIBaIa OTBpAILCHNE
y Meiipu, HO JeByLIKa HE MOTJIa OTPULATh, YTO B Heil KoHHOp
BBITJISIIUT KyJa UMIO3aHTHEE, YeM B TPAAULIMOHHOM Hapsiae
ropiia, Kotopsiit Hocwi B Lllotnananm.

U cyns no konmmuecTBY KpYXKMBILKMX BOKPYT HETO aM, TIPU
nBope BHelTHOCTh KoHHOpa ogo6psiiu. PasrisineiBast mpraBop-
HBIX KpacaBull, Meiipu HEBOJBHO 3aJaBajlaChb BOIIPOCOM,
CKOJTbKO 3TUX aHTJIMICKUX IIUTIOX, BHEITHE TAKMX YOTIOPHBIX 1
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TPUWINYHBIX, TOOBIBAJIO B €TO MTOCTENH, C TEX MOpP KaK OH MOo-
kunyn KoamnoxivH. J1oKHO ObITh, HEMAJIO, €CJIV BEPUTh CITy-
XaM, KOTOpbIe BpeMsI OT BpeMeHH aosetany u3 Aurmmm B [ot-
nmaHauio. Kak oH Mor mpeHedpeysb ee cepALeM paay 3TUX KyKon?
B yem npuunHa? B obseraroimx Hapsiiax, pacKpaleHHbIX —
HabeJIeHHBIX 1 HAapyMSTHEHHBIX — JIMurKax? Yomomok!

— A BoT 1 Thl! — KOHHOpP HaKJIOHWJICS, YTOOBI ITOLIEJIOBATh
matb. Kitep B3si1a cblHa 3a PyKY.

Ot cnabocTtu y Meiipu eqBa He TOJOTHY/IMCH KostieHu. Kak
OH 0113KO!

— Mucc Makrperop, — BBIIPSIMUBILUCE, TIpou3Hec KoH-
Hop. [TpousHec 6e3 ynbIOKM, HO U HE XMYPO.

— KanuraH, — xo101HO oTo3Bajach Meiipu.

Eii mokasasiocs, 4To ¢ TOIaMU €T0 YETIOCTH IO TPEXTHEB-
HOI 11I€TUHO, OTBEP/IEIH, B HUX MOSIBUIACH CypoBOCTb. Mnu
CYypOBOCTb OTHOCUTCSI JIIIIH K HEll OHOIM?

— Bynp ocTopoxkeH ¢ geny XOJTMHICYOpT, — CJIeTKa Io-
Janack K cbiHy Kitep, mpoBoxkast B3IJIs1I0M U3BECTHYIO PACITyT-
HULLY, KOTOpasi BUWISIOLIEN MOXOAKOW HAMpaBJsIach K MYXKY.
Cunme, xak y Koranopa, rraza Kiep cBepkHyan GemreHbIM
CHHUM OTHEM. — Y 3TOI KOLIEYKH €CTh KOTOTKM.

— He 6ecniokotics. — Ero npixaHue KOCHYJ10Ch 1ieKu Meii-
pu. — 51 paBHOIYIIIEH K KOTTSIM.

Meiipu niomkasia ryobl ¥ eBa ciepskajiach, YTOOBI He (hbIpK-
HyTb. CnoBa KoHHOpa 10Ka3bIBaIM, YTO OH JEHCTBUTEIBHO
TIPEeBPATUJICS B TIOBECY, KAKUM €TO PACTIMCHIBAIU B CILIETHSIX.
[TycTh OHa HUYETO MJIsT HEero He 3HaYWIa, HO U BCE 3TU IIUTIO-
XU — TOXe. Melipy c TOpAOCThIO OTMETUIIA, UTO IaXKe HE B3 POT-
HyJ1a, KOT/1a €r0 XOJIOIHbIN B3IJIs11 3a1epXKaJiCsl HA HE JIMILTHIO
CCKYHIY.

— BoI uT0-TO cKazanm, myucc Maxkrperop?

— Her, kanuTaH, nmoka HUYero.

B rimazax KonHopa MeIbKHYJIU CTpaHHBIE UCKPHI, HO TETI-
Jla B HUX He ObLIO.
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— Yro xe, Meiipu, 1o KpaiiHeil Mepe Thl TTOCaea0Ba-
TeJbHA.

— Ilo kpaiiHeii Mepe XOTb OJIMH M3 HaC MOc/Ie0oBaTe/IeH, —
TapupoBaia IeBylIKa, moapaxas xoionHoMy ToHy KoHHopa.

Ha ero nuue Bo3HMKIIA IesTHAST YCMEIIIKaA.

— Buxy, TBOI SI3bIY0K TAKOH XK€ OCTPbIA, KaK U KIMHOK.

Ero paccestHHBIN B31J1s11 IpoOeKat 1o ee ookaMm, 1 Meii-
pM olyTUiIa OOJIE3HEHHBINM cra3Mm B XXKUBOTe. UepT BO3bMU,
OHAa He XeJIaeT CTOSATh TYT U BECTU CBETCKYIO OOJITOBHIO C 3TUM
yeoBekoM! OHa TOTBKO-TOBKO cyMena 3a0biTh KoHHOpa,
BBIOpOCHJIA U3 TOJIOBHI, HAyYUJIaCh XXUTh 0€3 HEro, a Ternepb
9Ta BCTpeua BepHyJia BocrioMuHaHus. Korma-Tto Metipu meu-
Taja JIMIIb O TOM, YTOOBI CTaTh €0 XXEeHOM, HO C ITUMU Med-
TaMM OHa BIOCJIENCTBUM Cpaxanach TaK Xe sIpOCTHO, KaK U C
YHUUTOXEHUEM MPUBBIYHOTO oOpa3a xu3Hu B LloTnannuu.
Mwmenno uz-3a Konnopa Meiipu cTana BoutenbHULIEH — Bep-
Hee, HACTOSIIIUM BOMHOM.

CreHBbl 1BOpI1Ia OMSATh COAPOTHYJIUCH OT MOLITHOTO pacKarta
rpoma. B aTor MoMeHT KOHHOpP CHOBa moiiman ee B3rsia. 3a-
UIIasch, Melipy 1o IpUBEIYKE OpOCHIIach B HaTlaJIeHUE.

— A ckaxuTe, KalmnuTaH [paHT, BBl Bcerna MosiBIsIETECh B
0J1ecKe MOJIHUI 1 TpOXOTe rpoma?

OH NOKJIOHWJICS HAa aHTVIMIACKUI MaHep, YTO ellle CUITbHEE
ys13BUJI0 Meiipu.

— TonpKo Koraa MOero NmosiBJICHUS KIETE BbI.

Melipy HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMHUJIA O KUHXaJIe, MPUBI3aHHOM
K Oepy, HO C COXaJIeHWeM TTOHsUIa, YTO He MOXET YOUTh eTo
TpsIMO Ha I1a3ax y Matepu. C HaTSIHYTOH yIbIOKOI OHa 06pa-
Tuiack K Kiep:

— Mmue Hano Haittun KonmmHa.

— Ilpomy npoienus, mucc Makrperop, — Ipou3Hec
psnoM ¢ Meiipu 3HaKOMBI To0C ¢ O€3yNMPeYHbIM aHTIUIi-
CKUM BbITOBOpOM. Jla, Beuep MpenoJHOCHII BCE HOBbIE HETIPH -
SITHBIE CIOpTIpU3bl. Melipu onapuiia 1100e3H0M yabIoKoi [eH-
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pu ae Bepa, cbiHa rpada Okcdopaa. ToT MOKIOHUIICS 00eUM
namaM. Meiipy MOo3HAaKOMMWIACh C HUM CPa3y, KaK TOJIbKO ee
POACTBEHHUKU MPUOLUIK B YailTxosi. Mojioaoit 4yeiaoBek 10
TOHKOCTE 3HaJl BCE, YTO MPOUCXOIUT BO ABOPLIE, U TOTOMY
Meiipu npoBoauaa B ero oo0IecTBe Hemano BpemeHH. [1o-
SIBUCH B YalTXOJUTe KTO-HUOYb 3 IIpecBUTepraH, [eHpu cpa-
3y Okl TpoBeaai 06 arom. OxHako B nocieaHee Bpemst Meiipu
CTaJIo Ka3aTbCsl, YTO OHU CJMILKOM YacTO ObIBAIOT BMECTE.
IOnHoma cinemoBai 3a Helt, Kak IIEHOK 3a XO34iKOI, 1 Yy Hee
TOYTH He OBUTO BO3MOXHOCTHM TalKOM HaBeIlaTh TOCTEBHIE
anapTaMeHTBl, COOMpasi CBEIEHUSI, LIEHHBIE IJI5T OTPSIIa TOPHOM
MWINLUU.

— 4 HamesIcsa IeperoBOPUTH C BAMU J0 TOTO, KaK yoepyT
CO CTOJIa, ¥ IPUTJIACUTh Bac Ha NIEPBBII TaHELI.

— Hy pasymeetcs, nopa Okcdhopa. — Melipu ToTyac co-
o0pa3uiia, Kak ¢ ero OMOIIIBIO OTJENIaThCSI OT CBOMX cobece-
HUKOB, M B3sJIa IOHOIY IO pyKy. — Ho momHuTe: 51 3Har0
TOJIbKO OfIVH MPUIBOPHBIN TaHel — TOT CaMblil, KOTOPOMY
BBl MEHSI HAY4WJIU.

— Torna mo3BoabTe HAyYUTH Bac ete moxuHe! — Jlopn
Okcdopa nogHsn B3mAn Ha KOHHOpa U IEP3KO MOJOXKWI
JIaIoHb Ha KUCTh Melipu. — Pa3zymeetcs, eciu Bbl yXXe He
T 06e1iaHe KOMy-HUOYIb TPYTOMY.

KoHHOp OTBeTHJT €My HaTSIHYTO# yJIBIOKOM W OTCTYIIWII C
HX ITyTH.

— CeronHs OHa B BallleM PacHOPSKEHUU.

Meiipu XO0TeI0Ch KaK CJIeAyeT NaTh eMy TI0 IIeKe, a [TOTOM
u cebe. [Toyemy ero paBHOLYIIHOE pa3pelieHUe OTO3BAIOCH
Takoi 60J1b10 B rpyau? OHa ITpeKpacHO 3HAET, UTO OH €€ 00JIb-
e He 1oout. Yept BO3bMU, HU OIMH MYXXUMHA HE CIIOCOOEeH
TIOMHUTB BO3JIOOJIEHHYIO LIENbIX ceMb JieT! Ho Heyxenn oH
JNEUCTBUTENBHO CTaJl TAKUM YEPCTBBIM?

— Ecnu Ob1 u gana... — BHyTpu y Meiipu Bce Kumeno, HO
OHa 3acTaBuJjia ceOsl TOBOPUTH CaMbIM CJIaIKMM TOHOM, Ha
12



KaKoM TOJIbKO Oblj1a CIIOCOOHA. — ...eCc/i Obl U Jajia, KalmuTaH
[paHT Jryuriie IpyTrx cMOT OBbI TIOHSITH MEHSI, HapYIIIh 5T CBOE
obeliaHue.

Eit xoTenoch yoeauThbcs, YTO YKOJI TOCTUT LIETIU, XOTEJIOCh
MPUYUHUTD €My 00JIb, OTOMCTHUTD 32 BCE CJIE3bl, BHITIJIAKAHHbBIC
13-3a HEro B MOAyIIKY, HoO KOHHOp OTBETUJ €il CBETCKOI
YJIBIOKOI, CJIOBHO ObLT 3HAKOM CO BCEMU YJIOBKAMU CMEPTHBIX
U1 OHM €ro 3a0aBJIslIn.

— O, g He TOJIBKO TOHST OBl Bac, — MIPOTOBOPUI OH, — HO
U cTajl Obl OXKUIATh MOJOOHOTIO.

JI1o>X1Ha MPOKJISITAY TOTOBA ObLIa COPBATLCS C €€ SI3bIKa,
Ho Meiipu cnepxajach U mo3Bojuia jopay Okcdopay ee
yBecTu. OHa He CTaHET BHIKAa3bIBaTh HUKAKOTO MHTEpeca K
KoHHopY, caenaer Buj, 4TO €ro HeT B 3aJie, — OTJIMYHBIN ITpH-
€M IIPOTUB TeX, Koro Meiipu HeHaBuauT. A KoHHopa oHa, 6e3
COMHEHMUsI, HEHABU/IUT.

I'raga 2

Konnop cmoTtpen Beaen Meiipu, ynaisiBiieiicsi B COpo-
BOXXIIEHWY pa3psKeHHOTO KaBajiepa, v e1Ba CIePXKUBaJI pyra-
TeJIbCTBA, TOTOBbIE COPBATBLCS C sI3bIKAa. XOTEJOCh AaTh eil
TIMHKA TIO[T 3311, YTOOBI yierena mofanbiie! Eciv ona cobupa-
eTcs OpaHUTD €To elle MIAThAECST JeT, bor eil B momoIib! A
€CJIM XOYeT TaHIIeBaTh CO BCEMU TPUABOPHBIMM IETOISIMM
0e3 pa3oopy, mmycTb Isier! OH MOoTpaTUl TOCTaTOUYHO JIET,
YBUBAsICh BOKPYT Hee, TeNepb OHa O0JIblle eMy He TpUHaije-
JKWT, TaK 4TO MYCTh JE/IaeT BCE, YTO XOUET.

Ho, yept Bo3bMu, nyman KonHop, Habmonas, Kak Meiipu
u Oxcdopa CTAaHOBITCST B KPYT TAHILYIONINUX, OH B XXU3HU HE
BUIIEN O0Jiee KpacUBOM AEBYIIKH, a 32 3TU FOAbI OHA paclBe-
Jla, KaK ropHasi po3a. Melipu oTiimyanach OT Ji000i apyroi
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>KEHILWHBI BO ABOpLe. B cBoeM HeyMecTHOM rOpCKOM Hapsize
OHa JiepKajiach C BEIMYECTBEHHOM rpaiueit koposessl. [1om-
0OpONIOK B3IEPHYT, BO B3IJIsSIIe — YHACJAEMOBAaHHBIN OT OTIIa
ropabii BbI30B. [0l HUUYTE €€ He U3MeHWIU. JJTMHHBIE Yep-
HbI€ JIOKOHBI CMAfaloT Ha rpyab. Bce Tak ke urpaior B HUX
0oTOJIECKM CBeTa. A KOXa U Tenepb 0e3yIrpevyHa, Kak B MSATHA-
nuate JaeT. BoT Tonpko rasa, cuHue, Kak Heb6o Han Kamiox-
JINHOM, CJIOBHO 3aJI€ICHEIU.

Caepxy, ¢ bajikoHa, JieTesia My3biKa, TIpoOyXaast B HeM
BOCTIOMWHAHUS O MPOBEISHHBIX 31€Ch TOJTUX IHSX Teper
noxonoM B [TieHko, Kyna KoHHopa ¢ oTpsiioM nociaai MUPUTh
kiaHbl MaknoHannoB u Kamn6ennoB. KoHHOp He XoTe clo-
JIa BO3BPAIAThCs: OTYACTHU ITOTOMY, UTO Ha KOPOHAITUIO COOM-
panacek puObITE Melipy, HO ele ¥ MOTOMY, YTO HUKOTAA
MO-HACTOSILIEMY He JTIOOUIT MBIIIIHOCTh U POCKOLLb KOPOJIEB-
ckoro nBopiia. OH ropeir, v eMy TSXKeJI0 MUPUTHCS ¢ (pasiblm-
BOI1 JTI0OE3HOCTHIO N30a7T0OBAHHBIX BEJIbMOX.

Bort u ceituac oH yxxe Havyas TockoBath o Lllotnanauu,
XOTsI BEPHYJICSI OTTYJa BCETO Henemo Ha3a. Jlydiie iexxats B
CBOEW TMaJIaTKe Ha TBEPAOM XOJIOLHOM 3eMJIE, YEM XOTb JEHD
TIPOBECTH 3/1€Ch, PSIIOM C HUMMU... C HEIO, B OCHOBHOM, KOHEU-
HO, ¢ Heto. KoHHop ObL 6y1aronapeH cyanoe 3a To, 4YTO yTPOM
Maxkrperopsl BO3BpalialoTcst TOMOA.

Torma, MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj, OH He XoTen ye3xkarb u3 Ilor-
JIaHAMU, He XoTeJ nokuaath Melipu. OH 100w 06eux, HO
BeIOOpa y Hero He Obuto. Kak manbHMiT pOACTBEHHUK KOPO-
JIS — YeTBEPOIOPOIHbIN Ky3€H — OH ObLII 00513aH CITY>KUTh EMY
OT UMEHU cBoero KiiaHa. OH He 0TKa3aJics OT 3TOro 0Jra, a
TIPUHSLT €T0 C TOPAOCThIO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B €T0 XXUlaX TeK-
Jia KpoBb BOMHOB. Ero oreir, KomaHaup 1o0JeCTHOTO TapHU-
30Ha MakrperopoB, BMECTe ¢ MaTepbl0 PUCKOBAJ KU3HBIO
panu Toro, 4ToObl BepHYTh Kapny ero mpecton. Ero nsns u
Te3Ka, BepxoBHbI anMupan Konnop Ctioapt, Opocuit BEI3OB
reHepajam, okasayics B Tayape v IpUHSIT MyKH.
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