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Ilpoaoe

Jlondon
Sneapv 1818 eoda

Jya/1bHBIIA MTUCTOJNIET OTTATUBAT PYKY CBOEU TSIXKECThIO.
JIundopn [NeHHucTeH, repiior MeproH, OTCYMTHIBAT YUCIIO
LIaroB, MPUCTAJIbHO IS cebe Mo HOTH, KaK OyaTO Kaxaast
TpaBMHKA MMeJa ISl HeTo 3HaUeHue.

— 3HauuT, pemma? — cripocu jopa Kaiin, ceKyHIaHT rep-
Lora.

MepuoH He oTBeTwJ. BrionHe pe3oHHBI Borpoc Kaiina
CTaBWJI IO COMHEHME TO, UYTO OBUIO PEIIAIOIINM IS Teplora.
OH TpeKpacHO CO3HABAM, YTO PyKa ero TBepAa — IyCThb Jaxe
€rO0 OCJIETUISIT THEB.

— Jlun, noxanyiicra... — npomxokan Kain. — Tol Benb
JIydile cTpessielnb, yeM beHnac. Y Hero mpoTtus Te6st HET HU
OITHOTO TIaHcAa.

MeproH BHUMATETbHO TTIOCMOTpEJ Ha IpyTa. beuto oueBu-
Ho, uto Kaiin yxacHo HepBHUYai. Kak 00bIYHO B TaKUX Cly-
Yasix, OH KPEMKO CKUMaJI PyKU 3a CITUHOM.

— Ho Benp aTot uenoBek — repuior benmac, — Tuxo ckazain
MepuoH.

— JIuH, 3TO HETIpeMeHHO OyIeT UMETh CaMble HETIPUSTHEIE
nocnenctsusi. — Tenepsb yxke rojioc Kaitna 3Byyasn kak MoJiboa.
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— Poub cekyHIaHTa Thl BBITIOJIHSIEIIb C Y€CThIO, HO OTIO-
BOPUTb MEHs TeOe He yaacTcs, — mpouenua MepuoH.

— YTo OB HM MPOU3OLILIO MEXAYy BaMH... — Kaiir Tuxo
B3IOXHYJ. — Heyxenu oH 3acayXuBaeT MmogooHoro?

MepuroH peluTeTbHO KUBHYIT:

— Jla, 3acioyxuBaeT. — OH B3s11 IpOTsIHYTYI0 KaitioMm Tpsi-
MHILY, OTEP €0 IYJI0 ITUCTOJIETA U eIlle KPeITde CKaj eTo B pyKe.
Penms, uTo Bece-Taku 006s13aH 1aTh IPYTY OOBSICHEHUSI, TEPIIOT
nobaswit: — Bunuinb i, benmac monbitajcs co01a3HUTE MOIO
CecTpy M IOTyOHUTh e¢ peryTalnio. Tak uyTo y Hee OCTaBajcs
TOJIBKO OJITH BBIXOJ — BBIWTH 3aMYX 3a €TO BHyKa.

Kaiin 3aMep Ha MTHOBeHUE. B M3yMJileHNH YCTaBUBIINCH
Ha Apyra, OH IIpobOpPMOTAI:

— Heyxemnu THI X04elIb cKa3aTh, 4TO Jiean OJIUBHSL. ..

— Her-Hetr. — MepuoH nokayvai rojsioBoii. — Bce 3akoH-
YUJIOCh TOPA3MIO JIydllle, YeM MOXHO ObLIO oXuaaTh. Ja, Most
cecTpa 3aMyXeM, HO He 3a ero BHykoM. OHa cyacT/iuBa U Ha-
XOIUTCS B MOJIHOM Oe3oracHocTu. BoT Toibko... — MepuoH
BBIPA3UTEJbHO MMOCMOTPEN Ha Apyra. — MHe Ou4eHb He XOTe-
JIOCh ObI, UTOOBI 3Ta UCTOPUSI CTajla U3BECTHA B OOILIECTBE.

— Jla-na, KOHeYHO, — nocIelrHo 3akuBai Kaiir. — Y MeHst
TOXE €CTh CECTPHI, U I MPEKPACHO MOHKUMAI0, YTO TAKOE PeITy-
TaLus XeHIMHbl. HeMHoro noMmosuas, oH cipocu: — Ho mo-
yemy beHpac Tak moctynua? 3ayeM eMy NMOHag00MIOCH Aeii-
CTBOBaTh TAKUM BapBapCKUM oOpazoM?

— W3-3a3emMenb. OH cyel, 4To ero UMIepus — BaKHee BCe-
ro Ha CBeTe, Jaxe BakHee COOCTBEHHOIo BHyKa. — [1pucraib-
HO MOCMOTpPEB Ha japyra, MepuoH crnpocusi: — A KakK Obl ThI
nocTtymu ¢ beHnacom, okaxkuch Ha MOeM MecTe?

Kaiin co B3moxoM 1moxarn redamu:

— Bo3MOXHO, TaK Xe, KaK U Thl.

— 4 Toxe Tak mymar, — KUBHYJI MepHoH.

OTBepHYBIINCH OT ApyTra, OH MocMoTpen Ha benmaca.

— JIun, u enie Koe-uro... — Kaiin TpoHy repiiora 3a Iiie-
yo. — PasymeeTcsi, 1ya/u He 3ampelieHbl, HO 3Ta 1y3J1b OUeHb
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YX MOXOIUT Ha YOUICTBO... — B cienytoliee MrHOBeHUE JTOPI
Kaiin marnyn K 6apbepy.

B toT e mur cekyHnaHT beHnaca Takxe I1arHyJ K 6apbe-
Py, 1 OHU O YeM 3aroBOpuIr. MepruOH HaxXMypUJICSI M OCMOT-
pescsi. bplio erie J0BOJIBHO MPOXJIATHO, HO YK€ YyBCTBOBA-
JIOCH TTPUOIMKEHNE BECHBI — JOCTaTOYHO OBIJIO JIUIIB CIeaTh
IyOOKUIT BOOX.

BHe3armHo rmocibIaics mepe3BoH YIpsKu, pa3aairch Io-
JI0Ca TPYMOB. A TIOTOM KTO-TO TPOMKO ITPOKPHYAI:

— JIxeHTabMeHbI, Moe uMst — Kapcrapc! Muctep [lebopa
u siopn Kaitr monpocunu MeHs npuexaTh. Ha mysnu momkeH
MPUCYTCTBOBAaTh JOKTOP Ha CJIydaii, eCIM TOHAZOOUTCS 10~
Molllb. — BbIKIaB HEMHOTO, OH MPOAOJIKUI: — JIXKEeHTIbMe-
HBI, S TOCYMTAIO IO TPEX, U HAa CUET «TPU» Bbl MOXKETE CTpe-
JISITh.

JyanstHTBI MOJTYa KUBHYJIU. M Tak ke Mos14a mocMoTpesn
NIPYT Ha ipyra.

«Youth ero wiu HeT?» — cnpamuBai cedss MepuoH. Ot-
BET MpUILIES B TOT XK€ MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH COCPEOTOUMIICS Ha
cBoeM nuctosete. CMepTh beHaaca Kazanach CIMIIKOM YX
MPOCTHIM PEIIEHUEM BOIpoOca. DTOT Mep3aBell 3aCIyXK1BaJ
TOT0, YTOOBI CTPAJAATh BCIO XKU3Hb. A TTOTOM OH, KOHEYHO XK€,
OyIeT ropeTh B any.

— JI>KEeHTJIbMEHBI, Bbl TOTOBBI? — CHOBA pa3fajicsl ToJioC
Kapctapca.

MepuroH KMBHYJI, HE CBOMM I1a3 ¢ MpoTMBHUKA. Pyka ero
HUCKOJIbKO HE IpoKaia.

— HWTak, IXEeHTIbMEHBI, HA CYET «TpU»! — Mpeaynpeaun
TTIOKTOD.

MepuoH OIsITh KUBHYII.

KapcTape KauwissHysr ¥ IPUHSUICS CUUTATh:

— Onun!

MepuoH TpeKpacHO TTOHUMAJ, YTO MOXET OCTaBUThb CBO-
uX geteit cuporamMu. Ho ¢ apyroit cTOpoHBI, eciiv GBI OH ceii-
yac yMep, TO TaM, HaBepXy, ero BCTpeTuiia Obl XkeHa. Pasyme-
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€TCs1, IUIb B TOM ClIy4yae, eCJii Obl OH TOXe MoIlal Ha Hebeca.
T'epiior TsKeno B3MOXHYJI M CHOBA COCPEIOTOUYMIICS HA CBOEM
MUCTOJIETE.

[Mpu cueTe «aBa» OH Ha MTHOBEHME 3aTaujl JAbIXaHUE,
MPUTOTOBMBIINCH HaXaTh Ha KYpoK. B cienyroriyo cekyH-
Iy TIpOTpeMes BBICTpeJl, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK pyKaB €ro
TIalia y caMoro Iieyda 3ajaesa myJjiss. MepuoH ¢ yIUBJICHM-
eM CMOTpeJI Ha MpPOTUBHUKA. bblto sicHo: beHmac BeIcTpe-
JIVJI, He MOXAaBIIMCh KoMaHIbl. Ho K cyacTblo, Heroasii
poOMaxHyJICS.

— Tpu! — rpomko kpukHys Kapcrape.

Benpac cTosu1 HEMMOABMXKHO, OYEBUIHO, OXHUIAsT BBICTPE-
Jla. MepHOH ke BOIPOCUTENLHO B3MISIHY Ha Jlebopy, U TOT,
SIBHO CMYTHBIIKCH, IPOOOPMOTAIT:

— BeposiTHO, replory mokasajuaoch, 4To yxe IMpo3Bydaia
KOMaHJa «Tpu». — O4YeHb COXaIel0, MIIOP. ..

— Boixonur, st mpoMaxHyscs, — cka3ai beHaac, onmyckas
DPYKY, CKMMaBIIyI0 opyxue. JIBIMOK Bce ellle Kypuics y ayia
€ro MUCTOJIETa, a T'yObl 3MEUJIUCh B KAKOW-TO CTPAHHOM y/IbIO-
ke. — Hy uto xe Bbl, Mepron? Tak u 0ynete Tam ctosith? CTpe-
nsiite! Boconb3yiiTech cBoUM MpaBom!

«[Toxoxe, bengac xouer, 4TOOHI s1 €ro yous, — moaymai
MepuoH. — UTo X, cnenatbh 3T0 OYeHb Jaxe Jerko. ToJbKo,
HaBepHOE, JIy4llle LIeJUThCS eMy B ToJIoBy. [loToMy 4TO y 3TOTO
yeJloBeKa HEeT Cepaiar.

— MasieHbKMIi TPYM MepTB, Ballla cBeTJocTb! JIXkolya
your!

Wctepuueckue HOTKU B royioce [IxxoHa KoyumeHa mopa-
3uIM MeproHa ellie 10 TOro, Kak OH IOHSIT CMBICT cyioB. Omy-
CTHUB OPYXMHE, TepIIOT OCTaBWJI CBOIO TTO3MIIMIO U TTOOEXAT K
MaJbyuKy. Ho moKTOp ero omepenui: MoIIynas IyJabC IOHOTO
rpyma, OH CO B3I0XOM ITOKavaJl TOJIOBOM.

Manpuuk nexan Ha crimHe. [lynst yromuna eMy TpsiMO B
r1a3. JIpyroii ria3 66U IMPOKO PACKPBIT — Ka3ajloCh, IOKOM-
HUK yIUBJISIICS TOMY, YTO OKa3aJIcs B LICHTpe BHUMAaHUSI.
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— DT0 ObUT HECYACTHBIN CiIydail, olnoKa, — MpodopMo-
Tan Jle6opa. OH Opocut B3MJISIT HA MaJIbUMKa U CTPEMUTEIBHO
nobexal K Jiecy. Bckope n3-3a KyCTOB MOCBIIIAINCH XapaK-
TEepHBIE 3ByKU — CEKYHJaHTa PBaJo.

Tsoxeno B3MOXHYB, replior MeproH OMyCTUIICS Ha KOJIEHU
U, TIOJIOXUB Ha 3eMJIIO TTUCTOJIET, 3aKpbLI I1a3 youroro. Te-
Mepb — €CJIM He 3aMedyaThb KPOBM, COUMBIIEHCS U3 BHIOUTOTO
IyJieli TJ1a3a, — Ka3ajocCh, YTO TPYM IIPOCTO 3aCHYI.

MepHoH BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO PYKH €TI0 IPOXAT, a Ha
IJ1a3a HaBePHYJIUCH cJie3bl. CxkaB KyJlaku, OH mogymair: « M mo-
yemy ['ocnoab momyckaeT nmogo6Hoe? Beap y [xoinya Best
XWU3Hb BIlepean. Bripouem, PoBeHa ToxXe ymepiia MOJIOIOM,
CJIIMILIKOM MOJIOIOM...»

He o6parmast BHUMaHKS Ha BCeX OCTaIbHBIX, MEPHOH TIPU-
Hs1JICS MoIUThes 3a nyiy JIxxomrya Kerecca. OH npernopyyan
ero oymry ['ocriomy u cBoeii )xeHe PoBene. KoHeuHo, oHa mpu-
MeT ero B CBOM 00bSITHs. MaIbuMK 3aCJIy>KMBaJl 3TOTO KaK elle
ONVH, yMepIuuii 3a [IeHHUCTEHOB.

B3siB cBOIi mucTONET M MOAHSABIIMCH HA HOTY, MepHUOH 10~
YyBCTBOBAJI ceOsI TaK, CJIOBHO 3a MPOIIEAIINE HECKOJIBKO MU-
HYT CTaJl HA MHOTO JieT cTapiie. B3risiHyB Ha [I’koHa — TOT
YTHpAaJ CJIe3bl, — OH TUXO CKa3al:

— Vnoxu Kennecca B kapety. S moeny 10oMoii ¢ JIopaom
Kaitnom. U ewe... Pady3Haelib Bce 0 ceMbe MajbuMKa, a Mo-
TOM Cpa3sy NPUXOIU C STUMU CBEACHUSIMU KO MHe. JIBopeLiKuit
MIPOBOIUT TeOsI B MOl KAaOWHET.

JI>KOH CHOBa yTep CJ1e3bl U KUBHYJIL:

— Cnymraroch, Ballia CBeTIOCTb.

MepuoH nepenoxXu MUCTOJIET B APYTYIO PYyKY U HallpaBuJI-
csa k benmacy. /Ie6opa yxke BepHYJICS K Iy2/IsTHTAM M CHOBA IPO-
6opMoTa:

— CMepTh TpyMa — HeCcUYacTHBIN cirydait. Jla-nma, 310 ObLT
HECYaCTHBIN ciIyyai...

I'epuior bennac yrBepauTeIbHO KUBHYJT:
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— CoBepllIeHHO BEpHO, HeCYACTHBIN ciaydaid. Sl MeTua Bam
B cepaue, MepuoH. [Toasena 6anancupoBka nucrosnera. — [lo-
KOCHBIIIMCH Ha CBOETO CEKyHIaHTa, beHmac ¢ ycMemKoii 1o-
6aBui: — [lomararo, 3T0 Baiia BuHa, Mot Apyr. Beapb BbI ObLIN
00s13aHBI TIIATETbHEUIITNM 00pa30M IIPOBEPUTH ITUCTOJIETHI. —
Barnsnys Ha MepuoHa, oH mipoBopyan: — Bel He 3a0bu1H, 3a
Bamu BeIcTpenn? Mmu errie He 3aKOHYMITY OTUTAKMBATh MaTbUMIII-
Ky-TpyMa.

IMocnennue cinoBa beHmac mpousHec ¢ TaKWM Mpe3peHU-
€M, CJIOBHO CTPEMUJICSI BBIHECTH ce0e CMEPTHBIN IIPUTOBOP.

CtucHYB 3y0bl, MepHOH MOIHSIT U MUCTOJET U MpPULIE-
muiics benmacy B ria3. A TOT, cyas 10 BCeMY, COBEPIIEHHO He
TPEBOXKUJICA, Jaxke Ka3ajJoCh, YTO OH OYEHb XOTEJI YMEPETh.
Ho sgpocTb mymmira MeproHa, XTiia ero H3HYTpH, IPU3bIBa-
Jla CBEepIIUTh CIipaBeyinBoe Bo3Mme3are. OH B3Besl KypoK U
MPOLEaNI:

— Baiia cmepth, BeHnac, ctaHeT 6JarocioBeHUEM IS Ba-
et ceMbU, U1 KOPOJIst U IUISl BCeii AHTJIMU.

— JIuH, noxanyiicta, Ha OJHO CJIOBO, — B3MOJIUJICS CTO-
saBIIniA psaom Kariin.

W TyT paccynok HakOHEL-TO B3si1 BepX Haa rHeBoM. [a,
repiior beHnac neficTBUTENbHO X0Tes yMepeThb. [ToTomy uTO ero
CMepThb 03Havasa 66l THOeb repuora Mepuona. Beab eciv Ob
OH ceityac yown benmaca, eMy nMpMIIUIOCh ObI OeXKaTh U3 CTpa-
HbI, IPUIIIOCH Obl TOKMHYTh AETEN U BCE TO, YTO CBSI3BIBATIO
€ro ¢ AHTJIMEH.

I1pu MbIcIM 06 3TOM €ro BHOBb 3aXJIECTHYJIA SIPOCTh, U OH
HallaBWJI Ha KypOK.

Jlebopa BckpukHyJ, Korna bengac yman Ha 3emio. Me-
PHOH XK€ BBDKMIAJ, HaX0/s yTellIeHue B TOM, UTO €To Bpar,
JIexXaBIIMI Ha POCUCTO TpaBe, CMEPTEJIbHO ITOOJIeTHEN 1 3a-
Moprai.

— BrIxonur, S TpomMaxHyJscs, — cKa3aal MeproH, ITOBTO-
psis cnoBa benpaca. [Torom go6aBuin: — Ho s mpomaxHyiics
HamepeHHO. — OH mepenan nmuctojeT Kaitry, pyka KoToporo
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3aMeTHO apoxana. CHOBa B3IJISIHYB Ha CBOEro Bpara, OH Mpo-
uenni: — BeraBaii xe, mep3asetl.

Jlebopa momor bennacy mogHsAThHCS HA HOTU. MepurOH cxBa-
THWJI TePLIOTa 32 OTBOPOTHI CIOPTYKA U, IPUCTATBHO TIISIIS EMY B
JIALIO, TIPOTOBOPWIL:

— Bw1 omo3zopunu cBoit Tutyn u cBoe nMst. M3-3a Bac 4yTh
He moruba Mos cecTpa. A Teriepb Bbl YOUIN MaTburKa TaK XKe
0e3yMHO, KaK MHOI OXOTHUK yOuBaeT osieHst. — C cujioi or-
TOJIKHYB OT cebst beHmaca, Tak uto TOT enBa He ynai, MepruoH
TX0 nodasui: — [ToBepbTe, sl T03a00YYCh O TOM, YTOOBI CIIpa-
BEIUTMBOCTB BOCTOpKecTBOBaa. [la-na, st BAC yHUUTOXY. B KOH-
11e KOHIIOB BHI TTOXaJIeeTe O TOM, UTO HE YMEPJIA CETOMHSI.

Mepuon kuBHyn Kaiiny, u 06a HanpaBuinCh K kapete. Pa-
3yMeeTcsI, TepIIoT TPeKpacHo IIOHUMAJT, 9To MecTh beHmacy mo-
TpebyeT MHOTO BPEMEHU U CIJI, HO BCE XK€ OH TBEPAO PELIUI
3aHATHCS ITUM.



Thaea 1

Jlonoou do Hauana ce3ona
Mapm 1818 eoda

— Mou ngoporue, nepectTaHbTe 00JTATh, 4 TO BCE MPOIYC-
tute! [TpubGsLT repior MepuoH!

Camble U3BECTHBIE CBETCKME CIUICTHUIIBI TYT K€ CTOJIITH-
JIMCh y BXOAa B OaIbHbBIM 321 MyUccUC XapOUCOH.

— Heyxenu MepuoH 31ech? — CIpocuiia OHa U3 IaM.

— I'ne oH, roe?! — BOCKJIIMKHYJIA ApyTasi.

— Iloxoxke, oH Bce ellie B Tpaype... — IIpodopMoTaa Tpe-
Ths.

Ha xakoe-To BpeMs Bce YMOJIKIIU, a 3aTeM, KOTJa replior
MepuoH oTolies Ha HEKOTOPOE pacCTOSIHUE, CHOBA 3a3ByJaliu
roJjoca:

— Ax, 6ennas Poenal!

— [a-pna, BbI IIpaBbl, AOpOTasi.

— A 9TO ero nepBblii BBIXO/, B CBET MOCJIE €€ CMepTU?

— IToxoxe, uTo Tak. Ho Beab MOJKEH XKe OH XOTh KaK-TO
pa3BiIeybCsl.

Jlambl paccMesTUCh Hajl 3TUM ITyOOKOMBICJIEHHBIM 3aMe-
YaHHMEM, a TTOTOM BAPYT IMOCIIBIIIAJICS MYXKCKOM TOJIOC:

— WHTepecHO, CKOJIBKO BpeMEHHM MPOMACT, MPEeXkKIe YeM
OH OTISITh XKEHUTCS?
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— Y Hero Xe ecTh HacJieAHUK. 3aueM eMy XKEHUThCSI CHO-
Ba? — YIMBUWJICS KTO-TO U3 CTOSIBIIMX PSIIOM JKEHTIBMEHOB.

Bce ot ronoca BoH3amuch B ciiHy MeproHa CJIOBHO OCT-
pBI€ CTpEJIbl, HATTOMUHABIITME EMY O TOM, UYTO CMEPTb KEeHBI Ha-
BCerna u3MeHuIa ero XXu3Hb. Ho MMEHHO 3TH CIIJIETHUKY U SIB-
JISUTMCH IPUYMHOM TOTO, YTO OH CETOMHS BEYepOM OKazalics B
noMe Muccuc XapOorcoH.

— He o6paiaiite BHUMaHUS. DT XXEHIIWHBI HA peIKOCTh
TJIYTIBI, — TUXO CKa3ajia Xo3siika. B3sas MepuoHa rmox pyKy, oHa
MOTTBITAJIACHh YBECTHU €TO MOAAJIBIIE OT JTIOOOTIBITHBIX.

Ho repuor Bapyr ocTaHOBWICS Y, CKIIOHUBIIIKUCH K TIICUy
XO3STMKH, POIIeTITAI:

— U Bce ke s MOrOBOPIO C HUMMU.

Jlertn XapOMCOH peruTeIbHO IoKavaja roJoBoil:

— Her-HeT, BaM He CTOUT TOBOPUTh C HUMM OJHOMY, Ballla
CBETJIOCTb.

— He 6ecniokoiiTech, 51 B COCTOSIHUY CITPABUTHLCS CO CILIET-
HUKaMu. — MepuoH yibIOHYJIcs U 1o6aBwil: — B manate jop-
JIOB Y MEHS1 ObLIa B 3TOM CMbICJIE MTPEKpacHasi MpakTUKa.

— JlagHo, MIJTOPJI, HO S XOUY CJIBILIATh, O UYeM Bbl Oy1eTe C
HUMM TOBOPUTb, — 3asiBUJa MUCCUC XapOucoH. — B KoHlie
KOHIIOB, 5 X035Ka 3TOTO A0Ma.

MepuoH Becesio paccMesiics:

— Hy uro BbI 3a npenects, Jlertu! MHTepecHo, XapOucoHy
M3BECTHO, KAaKOW OH cyacTInBel?

Xoasiiika Toxe yabIoOHy1ach. [1oxiomnas ero BeepoM 1o pyke,
OHa MOBEPHYJIACH K TOCTSM U BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— J1oOpwlit Beuep, Jeau 1 IKeHTIbMeHbI! Ballia CBeT/10CTb,
s1 yBEpEHa, YTO BaM IOBOJIMJIOCH BCTPEYATh BCEX ATUX JIIOICH, —
noGaBUIa OHA, TTIOHU3MB TOJIOC, M TYT XK€ CHOBA MpOoCHsiia. —
AX, Ballla CBETJIOCTD, 5T TAK CUACTIJIMBA BUAETh Bac B HaIleM 00-
mecTBe. BripoueM, He TOBKO ...

— Jla-ga, KoHe4YHO! — 3aKMBaJia OIHA U3 1aM. — MBI Bce
OYeHb pabl Bac BUIETh. Ml Bce MBI 3HaeM, 4TO y Bac ObLJI TSIKE -
JIBIY TOL. ..
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— Kak u y Bcex apyseiir PoBeHbl, — moaxBaTuiia apyras
nenu. — Ho Terepb Bbl CHOBa C HaMU, U Ballle PUCYTCTBUE
HaIlOMUHAET HaM O TOM, UTO MbI OOJIbIIIEe BCETO JIIOOUIN B HEM.

— To, 4yTo OHa ObLIa TepLIOTMHER? — ocBegoMUIICS Mepu-
OH C YCMEIIKOM.

ODTH eTo cJI0Ba MPO3BYJYaIM KaK OCKOpOJIeHUE, HO BCE XKe
HEKOTOPBIE M3 TOCTEI pacCMesTNCh.

— Her, xoHeuHo, HeT, MeproOH, — pa3maycs XeHCKUU
royioc. — MBI TIOGUIIH €€ 3a TO, YTO OHA IPUHOCKJIA HaM cYa-
CTheE.

— Jla, oTO BepHO, — KHUBHYJ repuor. PoBeHa meiicTBu-
TeJbHO MPUHOCHJIA CYACThEe — C STUM HeJTb3sl ObLITIO HE COTIa-
CUThCS.

TyT BOLAPMIOCh MOJTUYAaHUE, CIJICTHUKU B CMYIIEHUU TTe-
PETTISIIBIBAINCH, OUEBUIHO, HE 3Hasl, KaK IIPOIOIKUTh Gecey.
MepHoH e KaKoe-TO BpeMsI BEIKUIAN, a 3aTeM BBIJIOXHUII ca-
MYIO JIJAKOMYIO HOBOCTb:

— CKaxuTe, HUKTO U3 Bac He 3HAET, TOYEMY BHYK repliora
Bbennaca cHsit B 3TOM ce30He KoMHaThl B OnbaHu?

CIJIETHUKY C XaJHOCThIO HAOPOCUJIUCH Ha 3TOT BOMPOC —
MPUHSITUCH OOCYXKAaTh HOBOCTb C TAKMM PBEHMEM, UTO CIydyaii-
HBIIl CBUIETENb TOAYMaJT Obl, YTO OHU U B CAMOM JIeJie 3HAIOT
OTBET. Koma K€ JIEAW HavyaJIu CIIOPUTDL O TOM, 2KEHUTCA JIM KOI'-
Jla-HUOYIb JIOpA YWIbSIM, OOVH U3 JKEHTJIbMEHOB 3aTPOHYJI
TeMY, KOTOpYI0 MepUOH TaBHO OXUIAI.

— Bu1 Bungenu kapukatypy Poynenacona* Ha repiora ben-
Jaca, Ballla CBETJIOCTh?

MepuoH n300pa3uil yauBaeHUeE.

— Kapukatypy?.. Ha bennaca?..

Koneuno, oH ee Buzen. bosiee Toro, oH oTIpaBuI CBOETO
Kydepa K PoyseHICoHY, 4TOOBI TOT paccKasza XydoKHUKY O Y-
a51. MeproH codbupascs caenarh Tak, YTo0bl Bech JIOHIOH 001~
TajJ 00 3TOM, U CBETCKHE CIUIETHUKH, COOPABIITNECST Y MUCCHC

* Tomac Poynenncon (1756—1827) — n3BeCTHBIM XyTOXHUK-Ka-
PUKATyPHCT.
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XapOuCoH, NMpeKpacHO MOAXOIWIIN [IJII OCYILIECTBICHMS €T0 3a-
MBICJIOB.

— O, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, BaM 00sI3aTEILHO CIIEMyeT €€ T0-
cMotpeTh. Ha Heit u3obpaxeH beHnmac ¢ moBs3Koii Ha rias3ax,
n300paXkeH Ha Ay3JIM, BO BpeMsI KOTOPOW OH TMOICTPETNI He
TOTO YeJIOBeKa.

TocTu BBICTYIIAY 3TY UCTOPUIO C BOCTOPTOM U Y>KaCOM.
IToToM Bce ycTaBMIIMCh HAa paccKa3umKa.

— Heyxenu Poynenmcon mmogHsu Ha cMex repiora?

— A noueMy ObI U HET? — 3aMETUJI KTO-TO U3 IXKEHTIbMe-
HOB. — HMKTO He MOXET YCKOJIb3HYTh OT BHUMaHMSI HACMEIII-
HukoB. [TocMoTpuTte, uto oHu caenanu ¢ [TpuHHu!

— Ho bennac Benb oueHb BIUsSITEIbHBIN. Y HaBepHOE, OH
Y>KaCHO Pa303JIUIICS.

— AX, 9TO TaK BOJIHYeT! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OflHa U3 gaM. — 51
HETNpeMEeHHO JI0JIKHA HANTU 3K3eMILISIp 3TOM KapuKaTyphl.

— W g toxe! Moemy MyXy OHa O4eHb TOHpaBUTCS!

— Ha-na, KapukaTypa npuaacT JOCTOBEPHOCTb CIyXaM O
TTy3JI.

— A MOXeT, UMEHHO Iy3JIb CTaJla TPUYMHOM TOTO, YTO BHYK
HE X0YeT XUTb C IeA0M? — IMPOroBopusl MepHuoH.

M BHOBB Bollapuiach TUIIIMHA.

[Mpexne yeM KTo-HUOYIb OCMEIUJICS CIIPOCUTh, MPaBIU-
Bbl JIX CJIyXU O Ay3Ju, MepHOH OTBECUJI TOCTSIM MOKJIOH U,
MPEIJIOXKUB XO3MKE PYKY, YAATUIICSI BMECTE C HEM.

— Heyxenu y bennaca aeiictButesibHO ObLla Ay3J1b? —
npobopMmoTaia Muccuc XapoucoH. — Bac, MepuoH, 3To He
yauBisier?

— Her, Huckonbko. bennac cuuraer cedst oyoorom, eciu
He caMuM BceeBbiHuM. [ep1ior ctap, 1 3M0pOBBE €T0 yKe YObI-
BaeT, OMHAKO OH yOeart ceOst B TOM, UTO CTOMT BBIIIIE BCEX Ye-
JIOBEYECKUX 3aKOHOB 1 YCTaHOBJICHUIA.

— Ho kT0 Xe mocMmet BBI3BaTh €T0 Ha Ay3J1b?

[Ipexme yeM OTBETUTD, TEPLIOT BhIIEPXKAT May3y.

— Ero BBI3Baj TOT, KTO UMEJT HA 3TO TPaBo.
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— U Bce xe, MepHnoH, HE MOTY TTOBEPUTb...

— Ho ato cnyuunocs. M myns bennmaca yroguia B IocTo-
POHHETO YesIoBeKa, B CIIYTY.

— lNocmionm, kakoii yxxac... Ho Bl B 3TOM yBepeHbI?

MepuoH yTBepAUTeIbHO KMBHYJ:

— Jla, JleTTH, 1 B 3TOM COBEPIIICHHO YBEPEH.

— Ho kaxk xe... — Muccuc XapOMCOH SIBHO CMYTHJIaCh. —
A Bens npurnacwita bernnaca Ha ceromHsTHU Beuep. Hanerocs,
OH He 1nosiBuTcsl. — HemHoro rnnomosnuas, oHa qo6asuia;: — Ha-
BEpHOE, UCITBITHIBAET PacKastHUE.

— Hu maneiimero, — 3asgBusi MeproH. — OH UCKpEeHHe
CUYUTAET, YTO XKESHIIIMHBI U CIYTU CO3IaHBI JJII TOTO, YTOOBI MC-
MOJIHSTh €0 XeJaHUs U MPUXOTH, a CaMM I0 cebe He Mpel-
CTaBJISIIOT HUA MaJleIei IEHHOCTH.

— OTocnonu! — BockJIMKHYJa X03s11iKa. OCTAHOBUBLIUCH,
OHa MPUCTaJbHO B3IJISIHYJIa Ha repiora. — MepuoH, oTKyna
BaM M3BECTHBI TaKKe MOAPOOHOCTU?

[To BBIpaxkeHMIO ee TU1la OH MOHSUT, YTO OHA yKe 3HaJla OT-
BET Ha CBOW BOIIpOC.

— TloToMy 4yTO UMEHHO 5 ero Bbi3Baj, Jlertu. UMeHHO B
MEHSI OH CTpPEJIsI, HO ITPOMaXHYJICS.

Muccuc XapOoucoH pUKpbUIa POT JaloHblo. [1a3a e ee
OBbLIM ILIMPOKO PACKPBITHI; CyIsl MO BCEMY, pU3HaHue Mepu-
OHa OILIEJIOMUJIO €€.

— Ho nouemy?.. [Touemy BbI BBI3BaJIM €r0 Ha Ayd3Jb? A
BrpoyeM... — OHa penmTesbHO MoKayaja rojoBoii: — Her-
HeT, 51 00 3ToM He cnpaiuuBaia. M obemar, 4To HUKOMY HU-
Yero He CKaxy.

— Bbrnaronapro Bac, Jlertu. Ho daxr nysiu, eciiv He ee Ipu-
Y1HA, CKOPO CTaHET MPUTYEH BO S3BILIEX.

Xoasitka OTJIsTHYJIach Ha TOCTEH M TUXO cKasasia:

— OT MeHST HUKTO U3 HUX HE YCIIBIIINT HU CJI0Ba 00 3TOM. —
KuBHYB repiiory, oHa CHOBa B3sJ1a €T0 IO/ pyKY M HayaJia Impo-
OUPATLCS CKBO3b TOJITY, TO M JIEJIO KJIAHSSICh U YJIBIOAsICh TOC-
TSIM.
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MepuoH ¢ obyieryeHueM B3aoxHyJ1. OH caenall To, 4YTO XO-
TeJ clieaTh, HO Cpa3y ke MOKUHYTh 3TOT JOM HUKAaK He MOT.
CBOMM yXO/IOM OH OTBJIEK ObI CIIJIETHUKOB OT OOCYKIECHUS 1y~
a5 benpaca. [10aTOMy OH peln ellle HeHaIoro 3aAepXKaThb-
Cs1 M TIPOLIEJICS C XO3SIMKOM T10 3al1y.

— Heyxenu Mepuon?! — JIxxexk @opoc MpUBETCTBOBAJ €70
TMOKJIOHOM, 3aTeM ITOXJIOTAJ ITo cliuHe. — Kak MpusiTHO BCTpe-
THATH Bac 371ech. 3HaeTe, s mpoosl1 B LlloTnanouu moutu nBa
roga. [lorona Obla yXacHast, HO pbl0aJika — BBIIIIE BCIKUX
noxsai! A kakasi 3uma Obi1a B JJoHnoHe?

— T'epiior coBceM HepaBHO BepHYyJcs n3 OpaHim, Muc-
tep Popbc, — cKkaszana xo3diika.

— O, uz [Mapuxa?! — @opbc mpocusii. — YBepeH, uTo rep-
LIOTMHSI HAKyTIWIa ¢ JI0KUHY HOBBIX TUIaThEB!

Muccuc XapoucoH 3amepiia. MeproH e B3J0XHYJ U TUXO
cKazal:

— JIxxek, MHe Obl He XOTeJIOCh CMYIlaTh Bac, HO PoBeHa
yMmepJia 6oJiee roa Ha3a/.

— O boxe! — ®opbc nzmenwmics B auie. — [porry npo-
meHus, MepuoH. Coxareto!.. OHa ObLU1a O4eHb MUJION. A MHE,
Nypaky, opa HauMHaTh YUTaTh ra3eTel. — B cMyllleHUn oT-
KJIAHSBIIMCH, DOPOC MOCTISIINI YAATUTHCS.

— MHe Tak XaJib, MepMOH... — IpoluiernTaja Muccuc Xap-
OKMCOH.

— Hwuero crpamiHoro, Jlertu. 4 oxuaan yero-to mogoo-
Horo. YTo ke KacaeTcst MOEro BO3BpaIlleHUsI Ha CBETCKYIO CIIe-
HY, TO OHO BO30YXXIaeT HEKOTOPBI MHTepeC, He Tak Jin?

— [la, pazymeeTcs. Sl yBepeHa, uyTo Ballle TTOsSIBJICHUE HE TIPO-
1IUTO ObI HE3aMEUEHHBIM, JTaXKe eCJI Obl BB HE YIIOMSHYJIU TTPO
repuora benmaca. — Muccuc XapOucoH IoxJiornaaa codecen-
HMKa BeepoM 10 PyKe U ¢ YAbIOKOI TTpomorkana: — Bee neno B
TOM, YTO BBICOKME 1 KPAaCUBBIE MY>KYMHBI HE MOTYT OCTaBaThCs
He3aMEeUeHHBIMU. A YK €CJTU peub MIET O Tepliore, TO My>KUYMHa
CTAaHOBMTCSI TIPOCTO HeoTpasuMbIM. HeoTpasmmbiM, Kak... —
KeHImHa yMOJIKITa, TIBITAsACh HAWTH ITOAXOISIIee CpaBHEHME.
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