IhaBa 1

Hccexc, dekabpy 1814 eoda
Tlomecmue eepyoea Foxncgunoa

— TBoi1 nex ymupaer.

DTH ClIoBa CJIOBHO HOXOM IIPOH3WIM BepoHUKY
Cunxiiep. OHa Moj1ya cMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO MaTh, UYTO
TpUHEeC/a TOPEeCTHYIO BecThb. [1a3a y OemHoM XKeH-
IIMHBI TOKPACHEIN: IT0X0Xe, OHA HECKOJIbKO HOUCH
He crmana. Kaxercs, emie 0oJbliie moxyneiaa U ocy-
Hynack? begHas oHa OGemHass — Kak eil, JOJDKHO
OBITDh, ceiivac TSLKeo!

Beponuka cynopoxHo B3noxHyJsia. Heobxoaumo
MPEOJ0JIeTh CEPACYHYIO O0Ib 1 OBITH CUJILHOM: Celi-
yac OHa HY>XKHa MaTepH.

— Yro roBopat mokTtopa? CKOJIBKO €My OCTa-
Jloch?

Jlenu XoygeH XOTh M AepxKajach TBepHo, Ia3a
ee OBbLI HAITOJTHEHHI cTpamaHueM. [Toxoxe, myIreB-
HBIE CUJIBI ee ObUIM Ha ucxoie. M HeynIuBHUTEIbHO:
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Kak MOBEPUTh, UTO €€ OTell, Teplior XoJIeH, Bceraa
TAKOU SHEPTUYHBLIA W MOJHBIA XXW3HU, celyac Ha
Kparo MOTUIbI?

— CoBceM Majio, — HaKOHeEll BbIJAaBWJIA KEH-
1IMHA ejie cablHOo. — Moo bora, 4To0bl JOXKMII
1o PoxpectBa B Yutmope.

Tsixeno criorHyB, BepoHuka kuBHyna. /[le-
JyIlIKa BCeraa Tak JI0OUI POXKIeCTBEHCKUE TTpa3-
HUKU W B MOCJEAHUE TOAbI ITOYTH HE BbIE3Kal U3
Yurmopa, rae moceausacs BMecTe ¢ KeHOW U J0-
YephIo.

Hen BepoHuku — repuor, MaTb — MapKu3sa.
CoBceM 10HOM — NEeBATHAAUATH JIET — OHA BHIILIA
3aMyX 3a oTua BepoHukM, Mapkuza YUTMOpa.
Y HUX ponwiInch YeTBEPO IETEei, a 3aTeM, ceMb JIET
Hazal, oTel] CKOoHuajcsgd. BepoHuka, crapiias u3
Tpex cecTep, BbIIILIA 3a repuora Dmkdwuiga. OHa
HE CTpeMHuJach IIOJ BEHEIl: €if XOTEeJI0Ch IOHO-
KIaTh, MPUCMOTPETHCS U HAUTU cebe caMylo Jyd-
LIYIO Mapy — TOT0, COI03 C K€M MPUHECeT el UCTUH-
HYIO JI0OOOBb, CTAHET JOJTOBEYHBIM U CYACTIUBBIM,
KaK CYMpPYXecTBO ee Aeaylku v 6adymku. 1o cua-
CThlO, MaMa He Bo3paxasa — €il TOXXe He XOTeJIOCh,
4yTOOBI 1I0Yb MTOBTOpUIIA ee olInOKy. M He ee BuHa,
YTO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BepoHUKa mpuHsIa HeBep-
HOE pelleHMUeE.

BepoHuka BBIIIIIA 3aMyX B JABaAlAaTh ABa roia,
noJiarasi, 4yTo cTaja yXe B3pOCJIOH U CaMOCTOs-
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TeJbHON BO BCEX OTHOIIEHUSIX. MOXHO Jiu ObLIO
TpeABUACTh, YTO OMWH HEBEPHBIN Iar pa3pylIuT
ee XW3Hb?..

Beponuka nmoxkayaja rojoBoii. YTo TOJIKY BOpo-
1IMTh npouwtoe? B3rysig ee BepHyJIcs K CKOPOHOMY
quiy Matepu. bemHas moporas Mama Tpopenana
Takoit myTh — U3 Yurmopa B KeHre 1o camoro 9c-
cexkca, — YTOOBbI TUYHO COOOIIUTH JOYEPU Medalib-
HYI0 BeCTb. VI3 3TOro ObLIO SICHO, YTO JI€JI0 CEPbE3-
HoOe, KyJa Cepbe3Hee, YeM paHbllle, KOTaa y IeAyIIKH
CIIy4auch TIPpOOIEMEI co 3M0poBbeM. EMy BoceMb-
JECAT IIeCTh, M HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIeB Ha3al y HEeTo
Obu1 cepaeuHblii TIpUcTyr. C TeX Mop BCS CeMbs
TPEBOXWIACHK O HEM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MemyIlKa
He OyeT XKUTh BEeYHO, KaK Obl BCEM 3TOT0 HU XOTe-
Joch. Ho cauikoM TsoKenmo 3HaTh, UTO, JaXe eCIIu
OH IIPOXUBET €Ille HEeIENII0, 3TO OyIeT ero Mmociaen-
HUM Npa3aHUK: TIociienHee PoxXaecTBo B YUTMOpE.

Beponuka cTucHy1a 3y0bl, IBITAsICh CIIPABUTHCSI
co cie3amu. Mama He T1a4eT — 3HAYMUT, M OHA He
Oynet, YToObI He yCyryOsTh ee nepexkrBaHus. Her,
OHa JI0JIKHA OBITh CWJILHOM U HE BBIKA3bIBaTh CBOMX
qyBCTB. YeMy-ueMy, a 9TOMy OHa 3a ITOCJIeIHIE TBa
roja Hay4Ymjaach B COBEpPIICHCTBE.

— Kak mnpunsmun 510 u3BecTHe Dim3aber
u [I>xeccuka? — Cripocuyia OHa HaKOHell.

Mnammue cectpel BepoHuku, ONM3HSIIKY,
KWJIA BMECTE C MaTephIo.



Jlenu XomaeH CKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY.

— Dmam3aber — cromyecku, JXKeccuka odeHb
nepexusaet. Kak Bceraa.

Tenb ynbiOKkM KocHyjnach ryd Beponuku. Kak
3HakoMo! C BUIy MOX0XMe KaK IBe KaIlIu BOAbI, 110
XapakTepam OJIM3HSIIKY ObLJIU ITOJTHOM MPOTUBOIIO-
JIOXXHOCTBIO ApYT Opyry. B okrsa0pe MM ucnoaHu-
JIOCh 110 BOCEMHAa1laTh, U BECHO OHU TOTOBUJIMCh
BIIEPBBIC BLIMTU B CBET. DIM3a0€T CTPALLIUTCS 3TOTO
Kak 4yMbl, a JIxkeccuka He MOXeT HOXIaThCsl, KOTaa
JKe€ HaKOHeEll MOeIeT Ha CBOii MepBblil Oal.

— A 06abymka? — ocMmenuaach ClipocuTh Bepo-
HUKA.

CrpaliHo 6bUIO 1aXKe IToAYMaTh O TOM, KaK €€ 10-
porast BOCbMUJECITUICTHSISI 0a0yllIKa MmepexkuBaeT
BECTh O CKOPOM KOHUMHE MYKa, C KOTOPBIM 111J1a T10
JKM3HU pyKa 00 pyKy 0oJjiee 1EeCTUIECTH JIET.

— Huuero, nepXutcsi, — co B3J0XOM OTBETUJIa
MaThb.

BepoHuka riiy0oKo B3IOXHYJIa M OMYCTUJIa HEBU -
JSIIIUKA B3MJISIA HA CBOU PYKHU, CJIIOXXEHHBIE Ha KO-
JICHSIX.

— Yo Xk, 3aBTpa s BEPHYCh C TOOOI B YUTMOD
U TIOCTapaloCch YCTPOUTD AeAyLIKe JIydlliee B XXKU3HU
PoxnecTtBo! — Ha 3TuX cJioBax OHa IOMbITajgach
Xpabpo YABLIOHYTLCS, XOThb U AOTaAbIBAJacCh, 4TO
BbIpaxkeHUeE ee JIUlla ceiiuac 1aJeKo OT Becebs.
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— S He emy B moMecTbe, — BBINPSMUBIIUCE,
coobuunaa Math. — I1o KpaliHeil mepe, He cpasy.

BepoHmnka CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY HAaOOK M HaxMy-
puiiace:

— ThI Kyna-To noenemb?

— 3aBTpa yTpoM OTIIPaBioch B JIOHIOH, YTOOHI
3a0path oTTyAa JXkacTuHa.

Beponuka HaxMypuachk elie cuibHee. Ee cTap-
it 6par IxacTuH, MapKM3 U XOJOCTSK BeJl pa3-
TYJbHYIO >KM3Hb: OOJIBIIYIO YacTh rofa IPOBOIWI
B CBOEM JIOHAOHCKOM OCOOHSIKE, CITaJl A0 MOJYIHS,
a HOYaMHU pa3BJIeKayICsl BO BCEBO3MOXKHBIX KiIyOax
M UTOPHBIX 3aBeICHMSIX. 3a MocieIHre IBa roga Be-
pOHMKa U Opat eaBa 0OMeHSUIMCh apoii cjioB. M Ha
TO ObLIa OYEHb CEpbe3Hasl IpUUMHA.

— Ax jga, /IxxacTuH, — cyxo oTo3Bajach Bepo-
HUKA.

— TBoit 6paT MMeeT MpaBO 3HaTh, HACKOJbKO
OoJieH Ball e, — POBHBIM T'OJOCOM COOOIIMIA
MarTh.

— Pazymeercsi, — comnacuiach BepoHuka,
YCTBIAUBILIUCH, YTO BeJET ce0s1 KaK peOeHOK.

O ToM, 4TO OpaT M cecTpa B ccope, MaThb Mpe-
KpacHO 3HaJla, HO, MpUE3XKasl B pOAOBOE THE3I0 Ha
Mpa3aHUKU, paau aeaywku JxactuH u BepoHuka
n3obpaxkaard MUp U J1I00oBb. PazymeeTcs, Tak OyneT
u B 310 PoxxnecTBo.



— OueHb XOpoIlIO, MaMa. 3HAYUT, 3aBTPa MEI
¢ Mbapu otnipaBuMcst B Yutmop. TaMm u BCTpeTUuMcs
C BaMH.

Jletm XonmeH KuBHyJa. 3aTeM, akKKypaTHO
CJIOXWB Ha KOJICHSIX M3SIIIHBbIC PYKU B IepyaTKax,
B3IJISIHYJIa JTOYEPH B I1a3a:

— Jloporas, s mprexaja ciofa, YToObI ITOrOBO-
PUTH C TOOOI € IJ1a3y Ha a3, ellle Mo OAHON MpU-
JUHE.

Beponuka TSKeNo CIiIoTHY/Ia. DTOTO — HACTOS-
IICH MIPUYMHEI €€ TIpUe3aa — OHa omnacajach ¢ TOMU
MMHYTHI, KOTTa BBejla MaTh B TOCTUHYIO M IIpUKa-
3aja rnogaTh yaro. Kaxercs, BepoHuka moranbiBa-
J1ach, B YeM JEJIO, U 3apaHee 3TOTO CTPAIIIIACh.

Ee mMaTh, MUHHMATIOpHASI U XpYIKas, C YyTh I10-
IEPHYTBIMU CEIUHON TeMHBIMM BOJIOCAMM, HO BCE
ellle KpacHuBasi, yMeJla JepKaThCsI TI0-KOPOJIEBCKU
U pacriopskKaTbesl TaK, 4TO €l HEBO3MOXKXHO OBLIO
He ITOBUHOBaThCsI. BOT 1 ceitvac B3rjsm ee He Apor-
HYL.

— Y TBoero nena ecTh MocienHee XeJlaHue, —
coo01IMIa OHA TOPXKECTBEHHBIM TOHOM, COOTBET-
CTBYIOIIIMM CEPHE3HOCTH MOMEHTA.

Beponuka cxxaja ryobl ¥ eIBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYJIA.
JIu1io ee ocTaBaioch HEMTPOHUIIAEMBIM, HO BHYTPHU
BCE CXKaJIOCh B TYTOIl KOMOK.

— OH xo4eT, — nMpoaokuiIa ienu XoJlaeH, —
yTOoOBl Ha PoxkgecTBOo B YUTMOpP chexanach 6cs
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ceMbsl. XO0UeT YBUAETh GCeX... BECEJBIMU, PATOCT-
HBIMM, JTIOOAIMUMU OPYr ApYra... B IOCJIEAHUMI
pas.

BepoHuKa cJ10BHO OlIeTIeHENA; IbIXaHUE 3aCThLIO
B ropJie.

— O0emra Ha TPOTSKEHUM BCETO Mpa3aHUKa
ObITb MUJIOW M BEXJIMBOM C J[XKaCTUHOM, €CJIM Thl
00 3TOM OECITOKOUIIIbCS.

Ho oHa yXe 3Hajna: coBceM He 00 3TOM OeCoKO-
UTCSl €€ MaTh U He 00 3TOM HaMepeHa MOMPOCHUTD.
BepoHuka npeauyBCcTBOBaJIa, KAKUMU OYAYT Cleay-
IOLIME €€ CJI0Ba, U OT OJHOI MBICJIM 00 3TOM B ropJjie
MEePECOXJIO U TOACTYIIUIA TOLIHOTA.

— 4 He o [IxxacTuHe, — yTOYHWJIA Jeau XOJi-
JIeH, B3EPHYB ITOA00POI0K U CMEPUB 10Yb CTPOTUM
B3IVISIIOM U3-T10JI MPUITOAHSTHIX OpOBeil, — TakK Xke
OHa CMOTpeJia Ha BEepoOHUKY MHOTO JIET Ha3al, Koraa
Ta YCKOJIb3HYJIa U3 IIOMECTbSI HOUbIO, YTOOBI MCKY-
MaThCs B IPYAY.

BepoHuka Toxe B3nepHyJia MoA00POAOK; HO3-
IpU ee THEBHO pasayBaiuch. CMbICIa MPUTBO-
pSThCS OOJIbIIIE HE OBLIO, ¥ OHA MTOMHTEPECOBANIACD,
HEpPBHO Tepebs OOOpPKY CBOETr0 TEMHO-3€JE€HOIo
TIaThsI.

— A eciu OH oTKaxeTcs?

Ho matb He nporHyna, He oTBeja B3IJISI.
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— Munas mMos1, OBITb MOXET, OH HErofisii, HO
BCE Xe He MoJaHoe yynosuile. HeyXTo oH nmocmeer
He BBINOJHUTD MOCJIeIHEe XeJaHUe YMUPAIOILEero?

Ha s13pike y BepoHuku BepTesicst oTBeT: «Pa3 Thl
TaK B HEM yBEpeHa, cama ero u nomnpocu!» B koH1e
KOHILIOB, MaTh Bellb IToeieT B JIOHIOH, UTOOBI 3a0paTh
ottyna JIxactuHa. [ToueMy ObI 110 Opore He 3aeXaTh
K Dmkduaay 1 He MOroBopuTh ¢ HUM camoit? Tere
OH yX TOYHO HE OTKaXe€T, BEpHO?

Ho 1yt xxe Beponuka Haxmypuiacbk. He oTka-
K€T... MOXeT ObITb. YeCTHO TOBOpsI, OHa HE yBe-
peHa, 4To DMmKGUIA He TTOJHOE YyIOBUILE, HO TEM
He MeHee He CTaHeT IMPOCUTh MaThb BMEIIMBAThCS,
TakK ObLIO Obl HEUECTHO. Imom ueaoeex — ee Mpo-
Oyiema, He MaTepu; el IpUIeTCs pa3dUpaThbCs C HUM
CaMO.

— Xopolilo, — €O B310X0OM cKazayia BepoHuka. —
A npueny.

— M?.. — noxenana yroYHUTh MaTh, HE CBOJIS
C Hee MPHUCTAIBHBIX TEMHO-KapuX IJIa3 Toa 0e3-
YIPEYHO U30THYThIMU OPOBSIMU.

Crapasicb He BCTpeuyaTbCsd C Hel B3IJISIIOM,
BepoHurKka ¢ MOKa3HBIM JIETKOMBICIIMEM TPSIXHYJa
roJIOBOM U moobeiana, crapasichb He IyMaTh O TOM,
YTO TIOHSITUSI HE UMEEeT, KaK BBITIOJIHUTH 3TO 00e-
LIaHME:

— MU cnenaro Bce BO3MOXHOE, UTOOBI U €20 TPpU-
BE3TU C COOOIA.
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— BT0 He MPOCTO Npockda, Muasi, — yTOUHUJIA
MaTb TaKMM ToJIocOM, Kakoil BepoHMKa cibllajna
Yy HEE BCETO HECKOJILKO Pa3: HE OMYCKAIOIIUM BO3-
PaXEHUN U HUKAKOW MHOU peakluu, KpoMe MOoJI-
HOTO TTOBUHOBEHMUS.

— Ecau oH oTKaxeTcsl, HE CMOTY Xe€ 51 IOXUTUTD
€ro U MpuBe3TH B YUTMOP B LieMsix! — ¢ HOTKOM A0~
canpl oTBeTUa BepoHuka.

— MHe HeBaXXHO, KaK ThI 3TO CAeJIaelllb, — CKa-
3ajla MaTh ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 B €€ T0JI0CE TTPOMEJIBKHYJI
HaMeK Ha YJIbIOKY.

CrenaB MocJieqHUI BEeXJIMBBIN IIOTOK 4yasi, OHa
PEIINUTENBHO OTOIBAHYJIA YAIIKY W TTOIHSIACH.

— Yro XK, moxasnyil, nouay NpuisiTy epes yxu-
HOM.

BepoHuka npoBoauia ee B3IJISIOM, NPUXKaB
PYKY K X1BOTY. BHyTpU UTO-TO HENMPUSATHO CXKXHUMa-
JIOCh, XEJYAOK BbIBOPAUYMBAJIO, K TOPJY MOAKATHI-
Bajia TolHOTa. Yero-to momo6HOro oHa 6osiiach Bce
5TU JIBa rofa.

HMMeHHO CTOJBKO MPOILIIO ¢ TeX Mop, KaK OHa
rocJiajla MyXxa K IbsIBOJIy, cCOOpajia CBOU TOXKUTKH,
MOKMHYJIA UX JJOHAOHCKUIA OCOOHSK U TOCeINIach
B CEJIbCKOM JOoMe. 3a IBa Tofa OH HU pa3y TaM He
MOSIBJISIJICS, HE TPUCHIIAJ TMCEM, OHA €TO HE BUZIETIA
Y HUYETO O HEM HE CJIBILIAJIA... ¥ ObIJIa 5TOMY TOJIBKO
pana.
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