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4= IMMPOAOT

YMEPEHHOCTD

€ABIII KOTEHOK IMILAA TaK >XaA00HO, UTO y AI00OOII
MOAOAEHDBKOI AEBYLIKM CA€3bl HABEPHYAUCH ObI Ha
IpeAeCTHbIe TAa3a. 3aueM OH 3a0paAcs Ha AepeBo,
BBISICHUTH HEBO3MOYKHO: KaK TOBapMBaAU AIOAY, 3BEPSI IO -
MeT AUILDb 3B€pb — VAU YEAOBEK, €CAY TOAbKO OH KOAAYH.
ITpaBaa, BerTa OAbllIaHCKast KOAAOBATb HE YMeAQ, AQ M TAa-
3a ee NPeAeCTHbIMM HMKTO Ha3BaTb He pelIaACs — BBIIY-
YeHHbIe, KaK Y PbIObI, I HEOTIPEAEAEHHOT 0, IPSI3HOTO LIBETA.
OHa nepeapasHuAa MsiyKaHbe, 3aKaTaAa PyKaBa IIPOCTeHb-
KOTO TAAThs U IIPUCTYIIMAA K CIIACEHMIO KOTEHKa B OeAe.
AOBOABHO cMeAO 3appaB MOAOA — BeTTa 3Haaa, yTo
HUKTO He YBI/IAI/IT, HOCKOAbKY BC€ HEMHOTIOYVMICAEHHDbIE
AOMOYAALIBI HAXOAMAMCH B ycapbbe, a A0 OAVDKailero
cocepa U He AOKPMYATBCS, — MOAOAAs rocrnoka OAbIIaH-
CKasi 3a0paAach MOBBILIE I AOBKO CXBaTHAA 3BepbKa. BeTTa
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CIPBIIHYAQ HAa 3€MAIO, OTIYCTMAQ KOTEHKA, HaAesIChb, YTO
OH AOXXMBET AO BO3pacTa, KOTAQ OT HEro OyAeT TOAK —
MBbIILIENl B AOM€ BOAMAOCH IIPEAOCTAaTOYHO, — U TOABKO
IIOTOM OTPSIXHYAQCh. B3rAsiHyAa Ha AepeBo, YAOCTOBEPSISICh,
YTO rA€-TO TaM He CTOHET ellje OAMH HeCUaCTHBIN 3BepekK.
B3spoxHyaa. Crapasi oAbxa KauHyAa BeTBSIMM Ha BeTpy,
CAOBHO B3AbIXasi BMeCTe C Hell.

CuYMTAAOCD, UTO 9TO HEOOBIUHAS OABXA, YbV KOPHU YIIAYU
B 3€MAIO BO BPEMEHa, KOTAQ BCE AIOAM OBIAM KOAAYHAMMU.
OTTOro u AUCTbS ee 3eAeHee, U CTBOA KpeItue, U HUKaKue
MOPO3BI AQ 3aCYXU el He cTpaluHbl. [1o aTOMY AepeBy Ha3blI-
BaAaCh 1 ycapbba, K KOTOPOIT Terepb HalpaBAsiAach BetTa,
npocto u AcHo — Crapas Oabxa. IlyTelecTBeHHUK, BIiep-
BbI€ YCABILIABIINII 3TO Ha3BaHUe, UMeA OOBIKHOBEHME CIIpa-
muBaTh: «Iae ke HoBasi?» MecTHbIe IPUBBIKAY OTBEYATh:
«Yxe u HoBas crunyaa, a Crapast CTOUT U OYA€T CTOSITD,
MIOKa MUP He PyXHeT».

AepeBSIHHBINT AOMUK, CABIBUIMI KOTAQ-TO OOUTEABIO
OAHOIJT 113 CaMBIX OoraTbIX U ApeBHUX pammanit bepcTonuy,
Tenepb MOXOAVA Ha OCTOB morubiero kopabasi. B ABepsix
nokasaaach [aBpa — nocaeaHss caykaHKa rocriop OAbILaH-
CKUX, CTapasi KOPMUAMLIQ, TIEPEKMBILIAS OOABIIMHCTBO CBOUX
MUTOMLEB, KOTOpasl BBICTYIIAAQ B POAM IPAYKU, KyXapKu
Y AIOOBIX APYTHX POASIX, HEOOXOAUMBIX B XO3SIIICTBE B KOH-
KpeTHbIN AeHb. [lomoraa [aBpe TOABKO ee BHYYaTblil IAe-
MstHHUK CTalll, FPOMUAQ, OTAUYABIIUICS OOABIION A0OOBbBIO
K HaceKOMBIM U (pU3NYeCKOMY TPyAy. BoaMo’kHO, mapHIo
HPaBMAOCD UYTO-HUOYAB ellje, HO CKa3aTh 00 3TOM OH ITPOCTO
He MOT': ¢ caMoro po>kaeHys1 Cralll rAyX, Kak Ipo0Oka.

3ameTuB BetTy, aBpa ykaszasa CMOpILeHHBIM MTAAbLIEM
Ha OKOLIKO BTOPOTO 3TaXXa.
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— Jocrnoska 3BaAa, — raBKHyAa OHa, — CYHAYK OTKPbIAQ.
IToka TbI ryAsiAa, u3 KMpTBI KTO-TO C MMChbMOM NPUCKAKAA.

— UYto B HeM 6b1AO?

— Ilouem MHe 3HaTb? — OTMaXHyAacCh ['aBpa 11 MOKOBbI-
AsIAQ TIPOYb, 03MPasiCh, HaBepHoe, B mouckax Craiua.

BerTa Aerko B3bekaAa 1o CKpUITyYeyi AeCTHMLIE M HalllAQ
MaTb TaM, TA€ M OXMAAAA — B CBeTAMIle, Y CYHAyKa
C MMAQTbAMIU.

Tocroxxa bepTa KpuTM4yecku ocMaTpuBasa HapsAbI
AOYepy — BepHee, Te, YTO KOTAA-TO OBIAM ee HapsiAaMy, HO
nepeuiAn K BeTTe, Kak TOABKO Ta MMOAPOCAA. 3eAeHoe TAa-
Thbe€, Ae)KaBlllee Ha KPBIIIKe CYHAYKA Y 0€3HAAEKHO BBIILEA -
1Iee 13 MOABI MHOTO A€T Ha3ap, Oue€BUAHO, He YCTPalBaAO
rocroxy OABIIAHCKYIO, HO HAWTM YTO-HUOYAb TOAyYIIe
oHa He moraa. EaBa Berra mosBuaach B KOMHare, MaTb
OTASIA€AQ €€ C HOT AO TOAOBBI M 3aAYMUYMBO 3aMeTHAQ:

— EcAM 0AOAXUTD A€Her Ha XOPOLIYIO TKaHb, 51 CMOI'Y
CIIUTH HA Te€OsI HOBBIN HAPSIA.

BeTTa HauaAa MOHMMATb, B YeM AEAO, HO 3Ta MbICAD el
COBEPILEHHO He HPABMAACh.

— W xak MbI 6yaAeM OTAQBaTb AOAT?

— A 4TO-HUOYAD IPUAYMAIO.

— B HamieM noAoxeHuu, MaTyuixa. ..

Tocnioxa bepra cBepkHyAa HEOECHO-TOAYOBIMY TAA3aMU
TaK KPaCHOPeuunBo, 4YTo BeTTa ocekaach. MaTb TeM ke pac-
CYAUTEAbHBIM TOHOM CKa3aAa:

— /I3 AT060T0 MOAOKEHMSI MO>KHO BBINITH.

BerTa He cymeaa caepKaTbCs:

— 3aMyX, Hanpumep?

— INpucrpynn Boicokomepue. Tebe pAeBSITHAALIATb, ITOPa
ObI y>Ke.
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«DByATO 51 9TOTO He 3Haw», — pa3Apa’keHHO IMOAYMaAa
BetTa, mpexpacHO MOMHUBIIIAS, KAK TOPAVIAACH €€ MaTh TEM,
YTO HayaAa poXKaTb AeTell yKe B MATHAALATDb AeT. Maao-
B2)KHO, UTO BBDKMAM TOABKO ABOE€, a Tenepb BeTTa 1 BoBce
OTAYBaAacCh 3a BCeX.

[ToAroaa Hasap 6e3 Bectu mpomaa Boriiex, ee cTapiumii
OpaT ¥ HOMMHAABHBIM rAaBa ceMby. HOMMHAABHBIT —
ITOCKOABKY, BO-TIEPBBIX, A€AaMU 3aHMMAAACh rocroxa bep-
Ta 1, BO-BTOpPbIX, 0T Crapoit OAbxu cTrapaHusmu Boiiiexa
OCTAAVICh AUIIB CAaMa OAbXa Aa Tpoe MocAepAHMX OAbLIaH-
ckux. BeTTa AtobuaAa 6paTa, HO yHaCA€AOBaHHBIE VIM OT OTLiA
0e3aAa0epHOCTh U IPUCTPACTHE K BHIITMBKE OKOHYATEABHO
npeBpatyuAn uMs rocriop OABIIAHCKMX B HApUL[aTeAbHOE.

OAMH 13 CBUAETEAET], SIKOOBI OTTO3HABILX VICYE3HYBILIETO
Boriiiexa, KASIACSI, YTO TOT BCIIABIA Y I0)KHOTO Oepera peuku
TToAKMPTOBKM, — 9TO CKa3aA pbidak SAHKo 13 Maaort MUTAuLIpbI,
JyeAOBEK BO3PACTHOI 1 YBa)KaeMblI1, I03TOMY €I0 CAOBY MHOT'ViE
NoBepUAN. ABOE APYTVIX, IM€Ha KOTOPBIX 3aTE€PSIAVICh B BUXpe
CAYXOB, 3aBePsIAY, YTO TOCIOAMH OABIIAHCKMI HAITMACS BYC-
MEPTb U OKOYYPUACS Ha 3aAHEM ABOPE KOPUMBI, — IPaBA,
OAVIH YTIOMMHaA «/ABYyX 6aTpakoB», a Bropoit — «Y Ilerepa».

— Tak 1AM MHaye, — IPOAOAXKMAA rocroxa bepra, —
yepes AeCATb AHell Mbl OTIIpaBuMCcs K Poliae Ha TaMsTHYIO.
Ayx ero 6para Kak pa3 YIIOKOUTCSI, U MOXKHO OyaeT 6e360-
SI3HEHHO BCIIOMHUTD O >KUTeNCKOM. O HacAepAHMKaX, CKa-
XeM, TI03a00TUTHCSI.

Berra Huuero He orBerMaa. Ha mamATHyI0 Tpamesy
K cocepsiM, PoiipaM, B y)KacHO ApeBHUI 3aMOK KupTa, cTos-
1[1J1 Ha Oepery peKu HeAQA€KO OT rpaHuLibl ¢ OABIIAHCKUIMY,
OHM OAH)KABI YK€ €3AMAY — TOABKO TOTAQ IIOMMHaAK Poit-
AYy-OTI1Ia, @ [eAbMyT, HbIHe TOKOVIHBIN, )KMA AQ 3APAaBCTBOBAA,
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nrocrnoxa bepra mopymbiBaaa cocsararb Aoub emy. Ho Baa-
Aeablia KupThl )KeHUTbh0OA COBEPIIIEHHO He IHTEpeCcoBaAa —
KaK VM >KEeHILVHbI B IPYHLIMIIE, ECAVl BEPUTb APYTMIM OTBEpI-
HYTbIM HeBecTaM. BeTTa He Bepuaa: y [eAbMyTa — 11 3TO OHa
3HaAa HaBepHsKAa OT MOAKYIIA€HHOV MaTepblo KMPTOBCKOI
MPauky — B MAAAIIMX KOHIOXaX XOAVA HEe3aKOHHBIN CbIH.
IToxa rocnoyxa bepra Moraa naarutb rpauke, B OAbxe 3HaAU
A@Ke, KaK 30BYT AE€BKY, C KOTOPOI1 B 3TOM Mecsilie pa3BAeKa-
eTcs1 Poriaa, HO OAHaXKADBI AEHbI'M 3aKOHUMAMCh, Ml OCTaBAAOCh
AOBOABCTBOBATbHCS CIIAETHSAMMU.

C mpeabIAYyILeil TOe3AKM IIPOILIAO ITOYTH YeThIpe TOAR,
” BOT [eAbMyT AeXaAa B MOruae, a TocropMHoM Poiipon
3BaAM ero bpara Mapko, reponyeckoro Kpymureas Uepe-
1oB. O HeM MMOYTH HMUKTO He CIIAeTHUYAA, 2 U3PeAKa MOsIB-
ASIBLIIMIECST CAYXU BBI3BIBAAM MOPO3 IO Ko>Ke. OTOBIBIINIA
B BOEHHBDII ITOXOA elle Ao cMepTy oTLA, Kpymnteab Yepe-
IIOB BEPHYACS AULIDb Terepb, Koraa Kupra ocuporeaa, uro-
ObI IPUHATh HACAEACTBO — TO, YTO [€AbMYT, U3BECTHBIN
CTPaCThbIO K a3apTHBIM UTPaM, OT HEro OCTaBUA. B aTom
cMbicAe BeTTa Moraa pake MOCOYYBCTBOBATb T'OCIIOAVIHY
Mapko, XOTsl ee COCTOsIHME 3HAUUTEABHO CKPOMHee, YeM
ero: crapliiye OpaThbsi IOABEAU UX 00OMX.

— Tbl caymaemb? — crpocuaa rocnoska bepra. Berra
KMBHYAQ, HO MaTb HEAOBOABHO 1JOKHYAQ. — BIKy, 4TO He
cAy1Iaelb. S roBoplo, 4To MapKo ellje HeCTaphblil, a C BOVHBI
npuBe3 HeMaAo A0Obrun. Ecau He BepHeT Poitpam Obiaoe
00raTcTBO, TO Y>K TOUHO ITONIPaBUT AeAd. BceM aTuM HY>KHO
TPaMOTHO pPacHOpPSIAUTBCA... VI >)KeHUTbCs, 00s13aTEABHO
eHUTbCs. [ToueMy ObI 1 He Ha TeOe.

BetTa cMoA4yaAa 1 Ha 5TOT pa3. OTBeT Ha BONIPOC «I10Ye-
My ObI 1 He Ha Heli?» AOBOABHO IPO3payeH — OHa BMAEAQ
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€ro B CBOeM OTpakeHuu. PpiObM raasa, myxAble T'yObl
VI LIMPOKUI IIAOCKUI HOC, YCHIITAHHBIM OTLIOBCKMMM BecC-
HYLIKaMU, He CO3AQHBI AASl YBEKOBEUMBaHN B IOPTpeTe.

Korpaa BApYT no1iAa moBaAbHasl MOAQ HA TIOPTPETHI, AdXKe
B noxocusuIericsa Crtapont OAbXe HallIAOCh MeCTO AASI TOYe-
HOTO NMPOdUAS TOCIIOXM BepThl KCTH HENPeB30AEHHOTO
Aparaiia 13 [porjkyt — Ha 3Ty OAKb VLAY IIOCAEAHVIE AEHb-
riu. HecripaBepAMBOCTD MMPOYCTPOMCTBA B CAy4ae 3TOM
ceMbJ ITOKa3aAa ce0s1 BO BCell MOLIM: OT KpacaBULbl-MaTepy
BerTa He yHacAepOBaAa HU4Ero, KpoMe KalllTAaHOBBIX BOAOC
¥y cTatHOM GuUrypsl. BoT TOABKO AO GUTYPBI AEAO HE AOXO-
AVIAO, TIOCKOABKY BCEX >KEHVXOB OTIYTUBAAO €€ AULIO.

— JKaap, uTo Boriljex He ypOAMACS BOMHOM, — B3A0X-
HyAa rocnoska bepra. — I'Toxop nmpotus Xarreabl oka3aAcs
IpUOBbIABbHEE, UeM BCe AyMaAu. Ecay Obl OH Ioexaa, ceryac
MBI MOTAY ObI Y>Ke HaHSATh 6aTPaKOB, YTOOBI 3€MASI He TIPO-
cTauBaaa 6e3 peaa.

«Ho Boriuex mepTts, — noaymaaa Betta, — u yxe Bce
PaBHO, KeM OH YPOAUACSA». ECAM y MaTepu 0CTaBaAKCh COM-
HEHNs — TPYAHO Ha3BaTbh X HapAeXAamu, — To BerTa npu-
3HaBaAach cebe B TOM, YTO HMKOTAQ He YBUAUT Opata. VI He
TOADBKO M3-332 CAYXOB: €/l Ka3aA0Cb, CEpPALle TTOACKA3bIBAeT
uctuny. Kakas pasHuija, 4to yomao 6b1 Boriiexa: BpImuBKa
yAM Xarrepa — €ro MeCTo OOAblIIe HUKTO HE CMOYKET 3aHSITh.

A Xarreaa, pacnpocTepTasi HA OTPOMHOM TeppUTOPUM
y BOCTOYHBIX TpaHul] bepcronu, youBaaa muoro. CrpaHa,
0 KOTOPOI AeTSIM pacCKasblBaAl CTpPAllHble CKAa3KM, OKa-
3aAacCh He IPOCTO COI030M IOAYAVKVIX BOMHCTBEHHBIX ITA€-
ME€H, a8 CUABHBIM T'OCYAQPCTBOM, 00bEAVHVBILIVMCS IIEPEA
AVLIOM BHEIIHMX BparoB. [0BOpMAM, YTO XarreACKye >KeH-
IIMHBI CPa)XalOTCsl HapaBHe C MY)XUYMHaMU U KOPMSAT
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MAAAEHIIeB KPOBbIO, CMEIIAHHO C TPYAHBIM MOAOKOM, —
BeTTe x0TE€AOCH OBI 3HaTh, B KAKUX MPOMOPLMSIX.

OHa ¢ TPyAOM IPEACTaBASIAQ, KOTAQ IMEHHO U TTOYeMY
HavyaAacCh BOJMHA, AAMBIIASICS, Ka3aAOCh, BCIO JKM3Hb, XOTSI
B A€VICTBUTEABHOCTY — AUILIb HECKOABKO AeT. MaTb 1 [aBpa
Ha3bIBAaAU OAHV AQTBI M TPUUMHBI, AEBYILIKY C pbIHKA B MUT-
AM1ie, OCHOBHOI ICTOYHMK HOBOCTE AASI BeTThbI, — ApyTHe,
a MY>KUVMHBI, Yb/ PasroBOPbI €l YAABAAOCH YCABIIIATb, —
TpeThbu. Temnepb, Koraa BepHyAcss Mapko Poiipa, oHa Hapes-
AaCh BBISICHUTD TMIPABAY — XOTSI BBITH 3aMYK, YTOOBI HAKO-
Hell OCBOOOAUTBCS OT AABA€HUSI MaTepu, TOXKe OKa3aAOCh
ObI 0ueHb KcTaTu. BeTTa BriepBble moAyMaAa o Opake B 3TOM
KAIOYe€, U IPMBBIYHOE OTBpAllleH/e OTCTYIIMAO.

Ho rocnio’ka bepTa 3a00TAMBO BepHyAa BCe Ha CBOM MeCTA.

— Haitau Crama, myctb HaTackaeT BOABL. £ Te6s1 BBIMOIO
Y OCMOTPIO, @ B IOCAEAYIOLIIIe HECKOABKO AHEI, OyAb A0ODa,
BO3AEPXXMUCh OT IPOTYAOK IO CaMbIM IPSI3HBIM MeCTaM
Hauiero BaapeHMs1. HakanyHe noesaku B KupTy cHoBa mpu-
Melllb BaHHY. HeAb3s1 ToKa3bIBaThCs HAa rAa3a XEHMXY B TBO-
€M OOBIYHOM BUAE.

— IToe3akn? — nporjepriaa Berra. — MHe AI0OOTIBITHO,
Ha YeM ’Ke MbI I0EAEM, ECAU TIOCAEAHIOIO AOIIAAD IIPOAAAY
MPOIIAOM BECHOM.

— OO0 stom s poroBopuaachk. Ham opoAXaT KOOBIAY
B MuTtaAuiie.

— Ko6b1ay? Ml oeaeM Ha OAHO AOLIaAU?

— Crporo roBopsi, — oTMeTHrAa rocroxa bepra, youpast
3eA€HOe MAATbe OOPAaTHO B CYHAYK, — 3TO ABE AOIIAAU.
Kobbisa bepemeHHa.

BerTa pasBepHyAach, 4TOOBI MaTh He YBUAEARQ, KaK
OHa 3aKaTMAA rAas3a, M CIYCTUAACh BO ABOP, MCKATh
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Craura. OHa B CaMOM AeAe HEMHOTO MCITauKaAaCh, AOCTa-
Basi TAYIIOTO KOTEHKa C OAbXU. IIOCKOABKY 3BaThb CAYT
He MIMeAO CMBICAQ, BeTTa obomiaa ycapb0y, HO HUTAE He
yBUAeAa HU cTapyxy, Hu Crawa. [TooymaB, oHa HanpaBu-
AQaCh IO Y3KOJ1 AOPO>KKe, BEAYILel K AepeBHe: BAPYT [aBpa
B3s1Aa BHYKa C C000I1 Ha pbIHOK. TPOIMHKa MPOX0OAMAQ
yepe3 HEOOABLIYIO OCHMHOBYIO POIly, B TEHU KOTOPOII
IIYTHYK CIIPSITAACs OBl OT Maasiiiero coaHua. Ho B mocaea-
HYle HECKOABKO A€T )Kapa CTOsIAA PEAKO: AQXKe A€TOM BCe
BpEeMsI AUAY OOVIABHBIE AOXKAU, M 9TO KpariHe 0eCIIOKOMAO
3eMAEBAAAEADBLIEB.

ITocpean pouu BerrTa ycablliaaa CTpaHHBIN 3BYK,
3aMepAa 1 orasiperach. Korpa 3ByK NMOBTOPUMACS — TIYA,
IIOXOXKMI Ha KOPOBbe MbIYaHME, TOABKO HaMHOTO 0OoAee
CTpAILHBIN, — OHA NPIDKAAACH CIIMHOM K CTBOAY OCHUHBI,
rOTOBas CHOBA 3aA€3Th Ha A€PEBO, ecar nmpupeTcs. Ho Bor
COBCEM PSIAOM IIOCABIIIAAOCh 3HAKOMO€ BOpYaHIe, 11 BeTTa
C oOAerdyeHueM BbIAOXHYAAQ.

— Kasiteie TBOM OyKauiky, — 6opmoTasa aBpa, moa-
TaAKkyBas Crallia, 4TOOBI LiIeA TOObICTPee, — AETUHA 3A0-
POBEHHBIIA, @ yMa, 4TO y HaBo3HuKa. [ocroxxa Berra? — Tem
e TOHOM CIIPOCMAA OHa, OYATO He Bepsl COOCTBEHHBIM
raazaM. — TOABKO BeAb T'YASIAQ, OIIATD 3aXOTEAOCh? Marb
O6paHuTbCs He OyaeT? S BOT, rASIAM, PYTalo CBOEro, COBCEM
C 3TVMM OYKalIKaMy OT PYK OTOMACSL.

MeX CTBOAOB HMPOMEABKHYAO ABIJDKEHME, a MOTOM
TIOBTOPUACS I'yA. BeTTa epeBeaa AyX: 9TO BCe-TaKy MbIYaAa
KOpOBa — IIOXOXe, oTepsiaa cTapo. CAyra yKkasaa Ha Hee
MSICUCTBIM IAAbLIEM U MOTSIHYA 3a co00I1 CTapyXy, HO Ta
OyATO BpOCAQ HOTaMU B 3€MAIO, I OH CAQACS, PACCTPOEHHO
OITyCTUB AOXMATYIO TOAOBY.
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— A xak pas uckaaa Crama, — BbIAOXHYAQ Berra. —
Hy>xHO HaOpaTh BOABL, UCKYIIATbHCA.

[poMuAa mocMoTpeA Ha Hee AOOPBIMY FAQ3aMU U 3aKU-
BaA, OYATO BCe YCABILIAA. [aBpa KOCTASIBOM PYKOJ TKHYAQ
ero B Ook. BeTTa mouemy-To 3apAymarachb 0 CKOPOTEYHO-
CTU >KU3HU.

Ao mamsiTHOM Tpanesbl B Kupre ocTaBaAoCh AeCATb AHEL.



