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AOMOCEA

Cawe, xomopeiii cnac xoma

CrapHk yMHpas TaK JOJITO U 0OCTOSTEIBHO, C TAKUM
ycepAHeM M KaKOH-TO JaxKe AOTOLIHOCTBIO, YTO MO[
KOHeI] 51 M CaM CTaJl 4yBCTBOBATb CeOs HEBAXKHO, CTO-
HJIO MHE TOJIBKO B3IVIIHYTh B €rO CTOPOHY.

JleB4OHKa yXa)KHBaJIa 32 HUM IUIOXO (BIIpOYEM, Kakas
JIeBYOHKa — JaBHO yxe 3a aBaauare!). OHa cmama mo
HOJTY/IHSA — XOTSA CTAPHK BCErZa IPOCHIITAJICSA Ha paccBe-
Te U eMy Cpa3y e HyKHO OBUIO IPHHSATDH JIEKAPCTBO. ..
Oma Hepery/spHO MeHsIa eMy IOCTelbHOE Oenbe, Kop-
MHJIA CTApHKA BCerJa BIIOIIBIXAX, Ha Oery, He JaBas TOJ-
KOM IIPOXKEBaTh... B KOMHaTe y HEro HHKOIZA HAJOJrO
He 3aJIep;KHBAIACh, TOBOPHIIA OBICTPO, OTPBIBUCTO U pa3-
IpPaXXeHHO — M B KAXJOM €€ JKeCTe, B KaXKIOM JBHIKe-
HUM U B3IJISJE SICHO YHTAIOCh: HY, CKOpee JKe, CKOpeH,
ckosbko MoxxHO! JKyit GbicTpert, meit ObICTper, YMHUpai
ObICTpelt, He 3aIep)KUBal MEHS, He 3a/epKuBail — Tebe
Bezlb yiKe Oosbllie cTa JIeT, Tebe rmopa...

Omna yacamu MeTasnach Mo JOMY, MOJIOJAsA, ApOMAaT-
Hasi U HEpSIUINBAsi, B [TOHMCKAX KAKOHM-HHUOYIb CBOCH
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HeJICTION WIMOTKU (51, IIPHU3HATHCSH, MHOIJA MPATAT ee
OIEXIY — CcaMyIo Oe3BKYCHYIO, B KOTOPOH, [10-MOEMY,
Ha JIIOASIX IMOKA3BIBATBCS CTBIJHO), M JIONTO BCTPSAXU-
Baja Iepes; 3epPKATOM BIAXHBIMH CBEXEBBIMBITBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, U Pa3 3a pa3oM CHHMAja U HafieBaja, LIBbI-
psijla M KOMKaJja, [IOAHNMAIA U IPUKIAJbIBATIA, U THXO
IIeNTala CBOU JKEHCKHE 3aKIMHAHUA: «DTO C ITHM,
HET — 3TO C 3TUM...» IToToM oHa roBopmia mo Tese-
¢dony, numra xode, mUIa YaH, JTUCTATA JKYyPHAJIBl Ha
KPYIJIOM, IIATKOM, 3aMyCOPEHHOM CTOJIe, IIOTOM OHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha 4Yachl U IOHHMMaja, YTO yKe CTPAIIHO
Oma3ibIBacT... lorxza oHa 3arisijbiBala K CTapHUKY,
Maxaja eMy PYKOH W, He YAOCYKHBIIHCh Ja)ke B3I/Is-
HYTb, CIIUT OH MJIH OOAPCTByeT, OBICTPO Gpocana cBoe
IPUBBIYHOE «ITOK4, 5 [ToOeKama» — M TyT e yOerana,
TAK U HE BBICYIIHB BOJIOCHI, YCKOJIb3aJd B XOJIOAHbIE
KpHUBBIE IIEPEYJIKH, CEMEHM/IA 4Yepe3 Mypry B CBOEH
KOPOTKOH KypTKe, C HEZOCYLICHHBIMHU BOJTOCAMH —
[OJasIblle OT 3TOTO MECTa, OT 3allaxa CTApOH KBapTHU-
PBl U CTApPOrO 4eIOBEKa.

W ef1 HUKOrA HE NIPUXOAWIO B FOJIOBY — B 9Ty €e
AYLIUCTYIO, CBEXXEBBIMBITYIO T'OJOBy — IIPOCTO CECTh
PAZOM C HUM H IOCHIETh XOTb HEMHOT'O H, BO3MOXXHO,
B3STb €r0O 32 PyKy WM IPOYECTb €My CTaThIO M3 rase-
Tl — €CJIM He U3 JTI0OBH, TO XOTs ObI IIPOCTO M3 BEXK-
JIMBOCTH, IPOCTO YTOOBI BBIIOTHHUTH IOJIT XO3SHMKH
ZioMa: [IOTOMY YTO OH — XOTb M MEIJIEHHO — HO BCe
’Ke YXOAWJI, a OHa — XOTb U 0e3 CIIpocy — HO BCe Ke
OCTaBaJIaCh...

Taxk 49TO €O CTAPUKOM IPUXOAUIOCH CHAETH MHE,
[IOYTH KPYIJIBIMH CyTKaMH. 3aHATHE He caMoe yBJeKa-
TeJbHOE — Jja 9TO MU He BXOJWIO B MOU ODOA3aHHO-
CTH, — HO 4YTO Mogemaems? f mpocro He Mor pomy-
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CTHTD, 4TOOBI CTapHUK yMHpaJ B OJHHOYCCTBE. A npu-
6I/Ipa]ICH B €ro KOMHAT€ 1 BHHUMATC/IbHO CJICOHII, YTOOBI
BCe TAOJIETKHM JIEKAIM OT HErO Imogajabmie: C MnmaMAaTbIO
y CTapHKa OBLIO HEBAXHO, 1 OH BIIOJIHE MOT IIpHHATD
OJHO H TO K€ JIEKApCTBO HECKOJIBKO pa3 IIOAPAA. A CIIe
S 9aCcaMHM BBICTYKHBAJI IJII HET'O pa3HbI€ MEJIOAHMH, 4 OH
HUX yrajabIBaJl. TYK—TYK—TYK—TYK, TYK-TYK-TYK, TYyK-TyK-

TYK-TYK...
Tyk-Tyk... DTO NeHCTBOBANIO HAa CTAPHKA YCIIOKAM-
Bafome... B 6GaHaHOBO-tMMOHHOM CuHramype...

B 6ypro... C Moell mOMOIIBIO €My yAaBaJoOCh XOTh
HEHA/[0/ITO 3aCHYTb.

Tak OH M 3acHYn1 — HaBcerza — IIOJ MOH CTYK.
Korzma o ymupan, KpoMme MeHs psiioM C HUM HHKOTO
He 6b110. Sl HacTykMBaz ero MOOUMYIO IeceHKy. Ta-Ta-
Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta... la-Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta... la-Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta-
Ta... Y ManeHbKOro JI)KOHHH... ropsiyue JajOHH...
U 3y0Bl, KAK MUH/AJIb. ..

M 3y0sb1, Kak MUHJIAB. ..

U uro 6 Hu rosopunu... o 6ape ITuragumnmm... HO
9TO — CJIABHBIN Oap!..

I mponoskan HacTYKHBaTh, Jaxke KOT/A OH I1epecTal
ABIILIATH — MHE [10YEMY-TO Ka3alocCh, YTO OH BCE elle
CIyLIaeT MEHs, — M OCTAaHOBHJICS JIMIIb CITYCTS 4ac.
Tonbko TOTZAAa s MMOYYBCTBOBAI, YTO €ro OOJbIle HeT
B KoMHare. 1 BooOie Gosbiie Het.

S 3akpein eMy ITa3a M OCTaiCs B JOME OIHH.

A xnan ee Bech Beuep M BCIO HOYb. XOTeT HEMHOTO
npuOpaThcst HA KyXHe — HO BCe BaJIMJIOCh U3 PyK. Tak
9TO S IIPOCTO CHIET U CMOTpeEN B OflHy TOouKy. En mede-
Hpe. Korga 1 cunpHO paccTpanBaroch MIM HEpPBHUYAIO,
HAYMHAIO0 MHOTO eCTh. TaKas y»K y MeHs OCOOEHHOCTb. ..



AHHA CTAPOBMHEL

OHa 3aABHIIACh 1IOA YTPO, yCTandasd, COHHas M Bece-
mast. 3anuia B KOMHATy crapuka. Tyt ke Bbimwia. Jlnro
y Hee ObLIO MO-AETCKU PACTEPSIHHOE U OXHOBPEMEHHO
110-6a6pu HenoBoIbHOE. OHa MpHIIIA HAa KYXHIO, B3sIa
IeYeHbE M3 PACHOTPOIIEHHOM MHOIO ITaYKH, CYHYJIa
ero B poT U Habpasia 4eH-TO HOMEP.

— Crymair, — ckaszasa oHa B TpyOky. — MokHO
a npueny? [a 3nao 1 ckonpko Bpemenu! IIpocro...
V mens gexymra ymep. da. Ja. S 60rock 3necy ocra-
BaTBCHL. ..

OHa mnepeojenack BO BCe 4YepHOeE, INpHYECATach
U yILTA.

S mocunen Ha KyxHe ellje HEMHOTO: IyMaJl — BAPYT
OHa IlepegyMaeT W BepHercs?.. Beap Henbss ke Tax!
ITorom 3amien B KOMHATy CTapHKa, HO JOJITO TaM IIpO-
ObiTh He cMOT. Bee 9T0 ObIIO HENPABUIBHO, YyJOBHUIII-
HO HemnpaBuiabHO! Hu cBeuku B pykax, HU ITOKpBIBATIA
Ha 3epkase... Sl monro pelICAd B pa3HBIX AMIHMKaxX
U mKagax — BO BCEX YETHIPEX KOMHATaX, B KOPHAOPE,
Ha KyxHe... Ho HopMmaspHOH, IpHINYECTBYIOIIEH
cay4alo cBeduku Hurzae He 6buto. Cpenu ee mobOpsky-
IIeK 1 OOHAPYKHII TOJBKO KaKHE-TO JKAJIKHE KPOIIed-
Hble AJIOMHUHHEBBIE IUIOLICYKH, 3aIIOJHEHHbIE OeIbIM
BOCKOM. fI Bce ke B35l OHY M3 HHUX, BEpHYJCH K CTa-
PHKY M BIOXWJI 3Ty WITYKOBHHY €My B PYKH. 3aiKer.
3amaxno nmoyemy-To mapgiomepueit.. S cen psamom
C TEJIOM W IPHUTOTOBHICS K HOYHOMY OIEHHUIO, IpHU-
TOTOBHJICA AyMAaTh O CTapHKe, BCIIOMHUHATh BCE XOPO-
mee U He NMOMHHATh Iuoxoro. OfHAKO HeyMeCTHBIH
IIBETOYHBIM 3aI1aX, KOTOPBIM HMCTOYATa CBEYKA, TAK
pasgpaxkaJq MeHdA, YTO B TOJIOBY JI€3TH TOJNBKO BCAKHE
37IbIe MEJIOYH, U KOJKOCTH, U YIPEeKH, U JaBHHUIIHHE
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00OHIbI, KOTOPbIE OBUIM CefYac ABHO He KO BPEMEHH. ..
IToxka st cobupacs ¢ MBICIAMH, BOCK B aJIIOMUHHEBOM
IUIOIIKE PACIUIaBUJICH, IPEBPATHIICA B IPO3PAYHYIO
ApOMATHU3HPOBAHHYIO JXKHUIKOCTh C 0€I0N HHUTOYKOH
nocepeanHe. KaknM-To 4yyzomM HHUTOYKA Bce ellle rope-
JTa, efBa CIBIIHO moTpeckuBas. Ho aro 6bito He TO,
coBceM He TO!

Mue crano xanp crapuxka. OOHIHO U TOPHKO 3a
Hero. fl moTsHysCsA, 9TOOBI MOTYLUIUTH STOT XJIMITKHUH
OTOHEK, — HO, CJIOBHO YJOBUB B BO3Jlyxe MO€ HaMe-
peHHe U He Kelas IOTHOHYTh OT MOCH PyKH, OH Olle-
pennrs MeHA M MIHOBEHHO morac caM. Sl BeIHYy: amo-
MHHHEBYIO IUIOMIKY M3 MaJbLEB CTAPHKA — BEPOATHO,
qyTh OOJIee MOCIIEIIHO, YeM CTOMIO OBbl, — KM HECKOJb-
KO Kalle/lb ropsded MPO3pauyHOM KHUAKOCTH BBLUIHJIOCH
Ha €ro JaJloHb.

— Y Manenpkoro JIKOHHH ropsdMe JaJOHH... —
THXO Harer f.

Ha cexyHny MHe IOKasasock, 4TO OOOKIKeHHas
PyKa ero 4yTh B3JPOTHY/A... — O, 51 OBl MHOTOE OTAAT
3a 3TO e/lBa YJIOBHMOE JBMKEHHe! — HO HET, TOJIBKO
JIMIIb TOKA3a710Ch. leno ero O6buUI0 6Ge3pONOTHBIM
M HEIOABIM)XHBIM. XOJIOAHBIM.

S HaxpsL1 Bce 3epkana B JoMe — OBICTPO U IO-BO-
POBCKH, TPYCIHBO XMypsAch. Haxkpbir He cTONBKO 11
MOPANKA, CKOTBKO IMOTOMY, YTO OYE€HBb YK HE XOTe
BCTPEUaThCA C HUM B3IVIALOM, KOTJ]d OH PELIUT IIOCMO-
TPeTh Ha MEHA U CBOM IMOKHUHYTBHIH IOM C TOM CTOPOHBI
cTekna... Sl Bce xe 3Ha;m cTapuKa OYeHb HEIIOXO
M TIOYTH HEe COMHEBAJICA B TOM, YTO OH XOTb HEHaJIOJ-
ro BepHerca. OCOOEHHO eclIM ydYecTb, 4TO OH 37eCh
KOe-4TOo ocTaBHJL.. M Korja oH yBUIUT CBOHM JOM —
B IVIa3aX €ro OyZeT Aa)Ke He 37I0CTbh, A IPYCTh U YIIPEK,
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MHE K€ HCYEM 6YIl€T OIIpaBAATbCA. HOTOMY 4YTO BCE
IICIZCTBHTGJIBHO HCIIpaBHUJIbPHO, HEIIpaBHJIbHO, COBCEM
HEIIpaBHUJIbHO, M1 BHMHA JICKUT Ha MHC...

3a cTapyUKOM IIpHeXaad Ha CIeAyOIUN aeHsb. JIBoe
MOJIOJLOB C KpacHbIMHU HocaMH. OHa IOABHUIACH MUHYT
3a IATH 10 MX IPHUXOJA, YCIlesla TOJBKO CKUHYTh CBOIO
KYPTOYKY M HafeTb Ha HOrHu Tanku... Kode BbinmuTs He
ycnena. ITorom oHa BHHMaTeIbHO Creiia 3a BEIHOCOM
TeJa MU TaK TPEBOXKHIACH 32 €ro COXPaHHOCTH
(«AKKypaTHee, BBI K€ ero yAapwin!..»), TOYHO U BIPAMb
IOJIaTaIa, YTO 3TO MMEET XOTb KaKOe-TO 3HaYeHHEe WU
YTO TAKUM HeJIEIBIM CIIOCOOOM OHA CMOJKET 3aIJIafUTh
CBOIO BHHY Ilepe]l CTAPHKOM.

BripoueM, BO3MOXHO, OHa IIPOCTO XOTea Ipofe-
MOHCTPUPOBATh ABOMM ambajaM, YBO3HUBLIUM TPYII
(a 3a0mHO emje KOMy-TO, A Hee OE3bIMAHHOMY —
TOMY, KTO, 4ero fo0Oporo, He MPOCTO CYLIECTBYET, HO
emje M HaOIIOZAaeT 3a HEH B 3TOT TOPIKECTBEHHBIN
MOMEHT), 4YTO OHa — Xopomas BHyuka. Cyaure cammu:
€c/IM OHa TaK TPEBOXKHTCH 32 MEPTBOTO JEAYIIKYy (Hake
IpajiefyLUKy), TPYAHO BOOOPA3UTh, CKOIBKO 3a0O0THI
M y4acTHs OBUIO MPOSIBIEHO A0 €r0 KOHYHHEL ..

Korma oHu HakoHell yuUIH, OHA JIEHHBO IOAILIBLIA
K 3epKajy B BAHHOH W JICHHBO CHSJIA C HETO ITOKpBIBa-
JI0, KOTOpOe f HaKaHyHe IIOBEeCHI. DTHM OHa BCerza
MeHs Iopaxana, Bcerga! Ee Hu4ero He yauBiano: 4ro-
TO IOSIBHUJIOCH, YTO-TO HCUE3/I0 — €M OBUIO BCe PaBHO.
Omna kax OyaTo Bce BpeMs CIIala U B 9TOM CBOEM CHE
He CYMTaJa HYKHBIM OOpalaTh BHUMAHHE Ha BCSIKHE
He3HauHTeJIbHBIE M3MEHEeHHsA B HMHTepbepe. Hy momy-
Maelllb, TPANKa Ha 3epkaie... Hy — Buepa He ObL10...
Hy — cerogus npucHuaach... 3aueM obpamjats Ha Hee
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BHHMMaHHe, 4YTO B HeHM HHTepecHoro?.. M nBuramace
OHa IOPOM TOXE CJIOBHO BO CHE: T'PallMO3HO, HO IpHU
3TOM KaK-TO 3aTOPMOKEHHO, He B IIOJHYIO CHIIY, YTO
. OHa Oblra 1Moxoxa Ha OOJIBIIOe KPAaCHUBOE HACEKO-
MOe, MeJICHHO II0/I3ylIee [0 IOBEPXHOCTH OyTepOpo-
na ¢ mxemoM. OCTOpPOXKHO, OCTOPOXKHO, IIEBeb-
HHCh — 3aMpH, LIEBEIBHUCh — 3aMpPH, CIHIIKOM pe3-
KOe JIBIDKEHHE — U YTOHYT Janku... ITotom oHa Bapyr
OXKHBJISIACH — TOYHO €M Ka3aJoCh, YTO Yrpo3a yBA3-
HYyTh MHHOBAJa, — U [BIIKEHHS €€ CTAHOBHJIHCH
ObicTpeiMU U peskuMu. OHa JIMXO KPYKHIA 11O JJOMY,
HepeKIajbplBala KaKHe-TO BeIIH, CaJHIach, BCTaBaIa,
JIUCTAJIA, UCKAJIA — U BO BCeM 3TOM ObUIO He Oosblue
CMBICJIA, YeM B ITyTELIECTBUH IOMOMHOM MYXH 110 KOM-
HaTe, B KOTOPOM 3aKpbITH Bce okHa. [loxkary¥, cMbic-
7a OBLTO Ja)ke MEHBIIE: MyXa-TO XOTb U OECTOJIKOBO,
HO BCe K€ HINET YTO-TO KOHKPETHOE — BBIXOJ] HAPYIKY,
WIH TPOIHUTaHHE, WIH yIOOHOE MECTEeYKO, IJje MOXKHO
OTJIOKHUTh ANIA... A 3Ta — 3Ta KOIOIIMIACH COBEp-
meHHO OecuenbHO. Jacamm...

...OHa fonro M ¢ ynOBOIBCTBHEM pAa3IIAAbIBAIA
cBoe otpaxkenue. [Torom mpunsia aym. ITorom, map-
Kasg TalKaMH, [OTAIIM/IACh Ha KYXHIO M CBapuiIa cebe
kode. [Torom 3a3BoHmT TenedoH, 1 OHA CHsLIA TPYOKY.

— I cnymalo? — ckasasa OHa C 9TOHM CBOEH HAU-
OTCKOH BOIIPOCHUTEIbHOM HHTOHAIIMEH, TOYHO TOJBKO
ceiyac, Korga 3a3BOHHI TeaeOH, BAPYTr OOHapysKHIa
(baKT CBOEro CyIecTBOBAaHHS U ellfe He yCIeaa CBbI-
KHYTbCS C MBIC/IBIO, YTO MOKET YTO-TO CJIBIIIATh, BUJETh
WIN OCA3aTh, — M Telepb BOT JOBEPUYHUBO IIPOCHIIA
TpyOKy, 4TOOBI Ta ITOATBEPAMIA € TH €€ YAUBHUTEb-
Hble criocobHocTh... — Crymao? — emie pa3 Hezo-
BEpPUMBO YTOYHMIA OHA. — A-a-a, NpH-U-U-Be-e-eT!
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S ymen B KOMHaTy CTapHKa: 3TOT pacTSHYTbIH, pe3H-
HOBBIH «IIPU-HU-H-Be-€-eT» OOBIYHO IpeJHA3ZHAYAIIC
My’K4HHe (IIpUYeM B MOCIeJHee BpeMs, KaXKeTCs, BCera
OJHOMY H TOMY JKe€), U CIyIIaTh €¢ BOPKOBAHME MHE
coBceM He XOTesnoch. HekoTopoe Bpems s pa3MbIILUIA,
CTOUT JIM B3STh €€ MAHMUKIOPHBIE HOXHHUIIBI (1 XPaHMI
HX 32 CTUPAJTBbHOM MAIIHMHOM) U Iepepe3arsh TenedoH-
HBIH [IPOBOJ, YTOOBI IIPEPBATh STOT JyPALIKHE Pa3roBOP.
Cama-To OHa HHU 3a YTO He JOTANAETCS, YTO IJIS JIeTKO-
MBICTIEHHOH OOJTOBHM CEHYac CaMbIF HEMOJXOASIINI
MOMEHT, — CeHMYac, KOIZla TOIBKO-TOJIBKO HACTAIO BPEMS
teHeil... OJHAKO M0 C HOXHHIIAMH s BCe JKe OTOpo-
CHJI — eCJIH i TIepepeKy IPOBOJ, OHA, KOHEYHO 3Ke, KaK
M B IPOLUIBIM pa3, BBI3OBET ITOLO CBUHOIOAOOHOTO
BBIPOZIKA, TeaepoHHOTO Macrepa (B TOT pa3, KCTATH,
HUKAKOHM «yBAKUTEIBHOHN IPHUYHUHBD> IS IIPEPbIBAHUS
HX pasroBOpa y MeHs He OBbLIO, KaloCh — IIPOCTO YK
OYeHb IIPOTUBHO OHA XUXHKAJA, U A He BBIIEPIKAI), U OH
IIPUMETCS, KaK TOTJA, PACXa)XUBATh IO BCEH KBapTHPE,
OCTaBJIAS Ha ITOJTy MOKpBIE CJIe/Ibl, U XJIIOIIaTh CBOMM TOJI-
CTBIM, KPHBBIM HOCOM, U TPOMKO pa3rOBapHBaTh, OpbI3-
’Ka CJIIOHOM, M XBaTaThCf 3a BCE CBOMMH OI'POMHBIMH
CAIBHBIMH JIallAMH... SICHO, YTO €ro MosABIEHHA HHKAK
HeJIb3sI JOIyCTHUTb, TIOKA AJTUTCA BpeMs TeHel. Eciu oHu
Ha HEro 3/1eCh HATKHYTCSH, TO IMOIPOCTY YHIYT, HUYETO
He 3aKOHYMB. Tak 4TO Jydlle yx IycTb OHa cebe Tam
YUpUKaeT 1o TeaedoHy... ODTO, KOHEYHO, OymeT HX
OTBJIEKATh — HO, 110 KpalHeH Mepe, He CITyTHeT.

Des crapuka KOMHaTa cTana MOXOAUTH Ha OOIBHHY-
HYIO [ajary emie Oosblie, 4eM ¢ HUM. labreTku
U ITY3BIPBKHU C JIEKAPCTBAMH IIO-IIPEKHEMY CTOSIH
Yy KpPOBaTH — TOYHO B OXHIAHHUHU CJIEAYIOLIEro 0O/b-
Horo. Ips3Hoe Genbe Bamsioch mpsamo Ha mony. [laximo

10



AOMOCEA

MEAMILHMHCKON aNTe4YKOH, IBUIbIO, CTapOH OHAEXKAOM,
CTapO¥ JPEBECUHOM U CTApOM KOXKeH. A Beib KOIJa-TO
aTO OBLIa JeTckas!..

Tenu BHON3IM MeAJIEHHO, YHHHO — MOMKHO JAaKe
CKa3aTh, TOPKECTBEHHO — M 3aIOJHHIH CODOM BCIO
KOMHATY, TOYHO 3aIleJleHald KaKAbIM IIpeMeT, HaxXo-
AUBIINIICA B HEH, B TeMHO-cepoe MNoKpbiBamo. Kak
BCerza, MOHavany s HeMHoro ucmyrancs. He mo6mio
1 uX, ecau decTHO. CKOIBKO pa3 ¢ HUMH CTaJIKHUBaJI-
cs — 371eCh JKe, — a [0 CHX Iop He npuBbK. OueHb
YK OeCIpHUCTPaCTHO OHH pabOTAIOT, €CTh B HUX KaKas-
TO HENPHUATHAA YBEPEHHOCTD, MEJAHTUIHOCTb, YTO-TO
OT MEeXaHHMYECKHX IIEeTOK, KOTOpble HEHU30Ee:KHO BBIYU-
CTAT BCe — M XOpollee, U IUIOX0e, U TpA3HOE, U CHA-
fomee... Bce nozapsz. Korpa Teno xossnHa HaBcerza
MOKUJAET I0M, OHH NPHUXOAAT U BBIHOCAT BCJIET 32 HUM
BCE, YTO MOJKET 3ajlepKaTh B 3TOM JIOMe JYyILIy IOKOH-
Horo. OHHU 3a0MpaIOT MPOIITOEe — M3BIEKAIOT €ro U3
IesIeH, BBICKPEOAIOT M3 KAXK/JOTO YIVIa, BBIYMINAIOT KaxkK-
JIBIIT KBaZIPATHBIN METp. BhIcachIBaIOT TO, 4TO OBLIO, U3
TOTO, 4TO ecTh. IIp0oT KpOBB MpomLIOTO. ..

Tenu cryctunmch — M3 TEMHO-CEpPBIX OHHU Cliesa-
JIUCh MOYTH YepHBIMU. Sl chesxuica Ha CTyne y KpoBa-
TH, KaXJOM TMOPOH CBOEH KOXH OIIyIlas, KaK OHH
KOIIOIIATCS 371eCh, BO MpaKe, BBIIIOJHAIOT CBOIO pabo-
Ty... B TeMHOTe OHM 6€30IHOOYHO HAXOJUIN TO, YTO
ObLIO 37€Ch paHblle, — M 3a0HpaId 3TO HABCETAA.
3abupanu Bce CTO C JIMIIHUM JIET €ro KU3HH.

Omnu 3a0pasnu IUTOIIEBbIe HUTPYLIKH, KOTOPBIMH OH
WTpasl B JIETCTBE, CHAA Ha IecTpoM Kospe... M poxze-
CTBEHCKHE eJKH, YKpallleHHble KOH(ETAMH M MHIIY-
pO¥1, — BCe JIBEHA/IIIATh, YTO CTOSUI KOT/[a-THOO B STOH
koMmHare... M Bce momapku, 4TO JeXaad IO STHUMH

11
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enkaMH... M nepeBAHHYIO KPOBaTKy, B KOTOPOH OH CITa
MaJIeHbKHM, — KOIZa-TO OHA CTOSUIA 37€Ch, y CTEHBI
(moToM ee pa3obpasv U CIOKHIM B CTEHHOH IKad;
IIOTOM, KOTJIa POAM/IACH €ro JJ04b, OH CHOBA cOOpan ee
M TIOCTAaBUJI B IPYTOM KOMHATe — TaK YTO TeHHU 3a0epyT
ee emie M OTTyJa, — a IOTOM OHa IOJIOMAalach, U ee
BoIOpocHn)... OHU 3a0pau TeMHBIN OPEXOBBIH K-
YUK CO CTCKISHHBIMH [BEpPLAMH M BCE €rO COLCPIKH-
MOe — KOJIOOYKH, Iy3bIPHKH, IIOPOIIKH, BCE ITH CIIOXK-
Hble XUMHUYECKHE [ITYKH, HA3BAHHUI KOTOPBIX 5 TAK U HE
CyMes 3allOMHHTh... 3a0paly M TOT CaMbIH I1ECTpPBIH
KOBEp, Ha KOTOPOM KOTIZAA-TO BAJSIHUCh UTPYLIKH —
M Ha KOTOPOM MHOTO JIeT CITyCTsS U3BHBAIOCh B ATOHUU
YeJIOBEUECKOE TeJI0; CHAYala M3BHUBATIOCH, 4 [IOTOM YKe
IIPOCTO JIEXKATO, HEKHUBOE M CKpPIOYEHHOE (depe3 dac
TeJI0 yOpasH, a KOBEp CKaTalH B PyJIOH U BBIOPOCHIN —
OT HEro CJIMIIKOM AYpPHO Maxyo)... ¥ aTo Hemopsrik-
HOEe TeJO0 — ero Toxe 3abpanu ¢ coboil TeHH...
ChHauyana — TO, CTpaIIHOE, C BHITAPAICHHBIMU IJIA3aMH
U IIepernavyKaHHBIM [OAOOPOAKOM. A MOTOM — €ro Ke,
HO y)Ke HaKpBITOE, [TOYTH H3AIIHOE MOJ OeloN HaKpax-
MaJIeHHOH IpocThiHeR... Eine oHn ybpaan Bce Te KHIIBI
Oymar, Bce OCKOJKH, BCE TPAIKH M KHHUILH, KOTOpbIE
ObLTM ORHAKABI Pa3bpOCaHBI MO IONY, — OJHAKIDI,
nocsie ob6bicKa... Y rpssHbI cHer, KOTOPBIH IIPUHECTH
Ha CBOHMX CallOrax Te TPOe, YTO IPOBOAUIH OOBICK, —
€ro TOXe BBIYMCTH/IM, BIHUTAIM B ceOs TeHH... Bcero
HECKOJIBKO MHHYT — M OHH BBIHECIH BCE, YTO OBLIO.
Korza oHu ynutu v B KOMHaTe CHOBA CTaJI0 CBETIIO,
51 3aKPBUI [71a3a M BTSAHYJI HOCOM TSDKETIBIN, HEITOBHIK-
HBIH BO3JYX, CTAPAsiCh YIOBUTb XOTs ObI YACTHILY, XOTS
ObI HaMeK, caboe JYHOBEHHE TOTO, [IPEKHEro, HaCTO-
SIIETO... HO HeT, Hudero. Hudero He ocranocs.
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AOMOCEA

A mpucnymancsa: oHa Mo-npexHeMy Tperanach 1o
tenedoHy.

— ...X0uy czaTh! — mOHeccs O MeHs OOpBIBOK ee
¢dpassL

W eme, MUHYTOH TO3:Ke:

— Cpam. O06s3aTeNBHO CIAM. ..

A He monsn, o yem mMeHHO oOHa rosopuia. Mmu
o xoM. Ho To4yHO monsan (MHTyHIHSA y MeHS Bcerga
OblTa OTMEHHOM), YTO OHA IOTOBHT KaKOE-TO IIpefa-
TEJIBCTBO.

A xoro eme eH OBUIO IpefaBaThb, KPOME MEHs?

Kaxkoi1 ctoin! Kakoe ynmxenne! IToszop kakoit! Kak,
KaK, Hy KaK Jke s MOT I1I0eXaTbh 3a Hel? 3a He, KoTopas
MeHs He 3Bama? VM He mpocTo He 3Basa — BCeM CBOMM
BH/IOM JE€MOHCTPHPOBAJIA, YTO €M Ha MEHs HAIUIeBaTh,
YTO s €l COBEPIIEHHO He HYKeH!

B tor neHp Ha MeHs Kak OyaTO uTO-TO Hanwio. Korga
OHa CTaJa COOMpPATh BELIH U s IIOHSI, YTO OHA HaMme-
peHa YHUTH HACOBCEM, YTO 3TO — Iiepees], s COBep-
IIEHHO pacTepsICA M IPOCTO He 3HAI, YTO JIeJaTh.
CHauana pemwni, 4To ImpocTo He Aam el yirtu. He
o3BOMIO, U Bce TyT. «Kakoe oHa mMmena mpaBo? —
ayman a. — Orto ee noM. Ham ¢ Hert nom. M Mer 06a
JIOJKHBI JKUTB 3[1€Ch. OTO MPaBHIBHO. DTO MOPALOYHO.
A cpbIBaTbCSL C MECTa, C HACHIKEHHOIO MECTa M €XaTh
HEM3BECTHO KyZla — IIPOCTO ITIOTOMY, YTO €M IIjIest IIOJ
XBOCT IIOIaJa, — HET, 3TO YK CAUIIKOM, rocroga! Ha
YTO OHA PACCUMUTBIBACT?» — AyMas .

— Ha 4to TH paccunthBaemb?! — cropammBa
Ay Hee, BBITPAXUBASA U3 YeMOJaHa BEIllH, KOTOPble OHa
Ty#a cKkiaagpiBasa. — Ha gto, a?! — opan ...
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AHHA CTAPOBMHEL

OHa cHOBa MMOJIOXKMIA BelllU B YeMO/aH. I BeITammm
nx. OHa nonoxuia...

— Ha ugro? — I BeITpsAXHYN HX, IPAMO Ha MOJT. —
Yo a motamych 3a TOOOHM HEM3BECTHO Kyha? Bor Tak
BOT BCE OCTAaBIIIO U yeny? Tombko moroMy, 4to Tebe Tak
3aXOTeNIOCh, ThI, [TUTATHIA?

OHa Mo/T4a HAKJIOHHJIACE, TOAOOpaa ¢ 1oJia CBOU
Bemu. CHoBa cnoxkuna ux B yemogaH. CoBepliieHHO
aBTOMAaTHYECKH, faxe He rans. ITo ee mumy, mo 6e3-
Pa3INIHO-YMUPOTBOPEHHOMY €rO BBIPAKEHHIO OBLIO
ACHO, YTO OHA TOTOBA IEPEKIA/BIBATL STH YEPTOBBI
TPANKU CKOJIb YTOZHO JOJro. DTO €€ JaKe He pas-
JpaxKaao — ef ObLIO MONpOCTy 0e3pasiIudHO, CKOJb-
KO BpeMEHH OHa yObeT Ha 9TOT YyeMopaH. Sl monst —
a OHa, BEPOSITHO, C CAMOTO Hadyajga IIOHUMAala, — 4YTO
s BCE PaBHO CHAMCS IIePBBIM. lak 4TO s OCTaBUI ee
B [IOKOE — Xa, 5 JaXKe ITOMOT €M KaK CJIeLyeT yTpaM-
6oBaTh BellH, 4TOOBI Jerde OBUIO 3aCTErHYTb MOJ-
HUIO, — U yIuesa Ha KyxHio. Sl cupgen, rpei3 medeHse
M IyMaJI: KOrJa OHa 3afeT U MO30BET MEHS, s OTKa-
xychb. IIpocro orkaxkycs. M Ttorma ona ocranercs —
BCe O4YeHb NpocTo. be3 meHs ona He yiger. He
IIOCMEET.

A cupen, rpe3 medeHse, U KAKIOE JBHIKCHHE YEIIO-
cTelt GOJIBIO OTAABANIOCH B YIIAX, B IVIA3HHUIIAX, B 3aThLI-
Ke, B BUCKax. M Bcs koxa Ha imue caguuna. Ho s Tep-
el — s yKe 3HaJI, 9TO 9TO TAKOE.

S cupen, rpo3 medeHse, TEpIIesa U AyMal: HAlo Ke,
KaK OBICTPO s HAa4aJ MEHAThCA.

A erme st fymMaJ1, 9TO 9TO OYECHb HECIIPABEIIHBO: MHE
Belb TaK XOTEIOCh OBl CMOTpeTh Ha ceOs B 3epKajo,
HaboaTh 32 BceMu Metamop¢o3ami... Tonbko BOoT —
3epKaJa-TO 3aBELICHBI. laKkue MOPSAKM...
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AOMOCEA

M eme a gyman.. cIoBOM, cHAeT MU AyMal O TOM
0 ceM.

A Korja oHa CTala NEPeTaCKHUBATH CBOM IOXKHUTKH
B KOPHUIOP — CyMKa, ellle CyMKa, YeMOJIaH, [1AKEeT, PIOK-
3a90K, — 51 BAPYT C YKAaCHOHM OTYETIHBOCTBIO [TOHST,
YTO OHA... OHa Befb He COOMPAETCs HUKY/A MEHS 3BaTb.
OHa xodeT OCTaBUThb MeHs 3Jech OonHOro. MeHs,
Yy KOTOpOTO y:Ke Hadajao 0oseTs auno... Mers, ¢ koTo-
pbIM OHa o/pKHA AeauTh 9toT fom! OHa ceiftyac mpo-
cTo oTKpoeT aBepb — H yizer. M Bce.

Korza ona BepHy/ach B KOMHATY 32 OYepPEAHOM CyM-
KOH, 51 OBICTPO MPOIIMBITHYJI B KOPHJOP, BBITAL[HI
M3-TI07l CTOMKHU 11 OOyBH CBOH 3aIllaCHOM K04 (3Ta
Zlypa IIOYTH BCErZja OCTAB/sA/IA ABEPh HEe3alepTOH — TaK
9TO 51 OOBIYHO 3amMpan caMm), BCTABHJI €rO B 3aMOK
M TIOBepHY/! Ha zABa obopota. ITorom sakunyn wmod
00OpaTHO IOA CTOMKY — OH I'POMKO 3BSIKHYJ, HO OHa
He ycibimana.. [Totom — ee maru yxe mpubrka-
JINCh — 5 BAPYT COOOPA3UII, 4TO ITO COBEPIIEHHO Oec-
CMBICJIEHHO — y HEe-TO Belb €CTb ellle OAMH Kiou!..

OmHa TeM BpeMeHEM MIPUTAIIN/IA CBOIO CYMKY U SIBHO
coOpanack yxoautTh. Basamace 3a pyuky pBepH.
Ilogeprana...

A mpuTanncs y Hee 3a CIIMHOM.

JBeps He mopmamack. OHa — Kak BCErAa, HHUCKOJb-
KO He YJHUBHUBLINCH, — I10/Ie3/1a B KAPMAH M BBITAILIMIA
CBOH KJII0Y. TOrza s TOJKHYJI ee [10J IOKOTh — JOBOJIb-
HO CHJIBHO, OHA JJa)ke CJIeTKa BCKPHUKHYJIA, HO OIIATH JKe
He YAMBHIACH.

Kirou Beiman, u g moiiMan ero Ha jery. OueHb
JIOBKO.

ITorom ona ponro monsana y gsepH, uckama. Owna
OblIa yBepeHa, 4TO IIPOCTO €ro YpoHUIa. 10T akr, 4to
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AHHA CTAPOBMHEL

IIPU MaJeHUH KIIOY He 3BAKHYJ O IapKeT, HUMAJo ee
He cmyman.. Korma eil Hajgoeno TaMm Imossark, OHa
BBITAIMJIA M3 KapMaHa CBOM MaJeHbKUH TeredoH,
Ha)KaJla Ha KHOIIOUKY...

A Ha uro s paccuuthBan? [laxe ne snato. Her, ny
Ha 4ro? Heyxenm 1 nyman, 4To, IOTEpSAB KIIOY, OHA
HOCIyIIHO pa3bepeT Bemu U ckaxeT cebe: «JlagHo, pa3
IIBepb He OTKPBIBACTCS, OCTAHYCh-Ka f 3[1€Ch, MOKATYH,
HaBcerza...»? Kiu g momaran, 4ro, eciu 3ajepxy ee,
OHa IepeayMaeT?...

— Ilpu-n-Be-e-1, CIymIai, IPUKUHB, A TYT yKe Ofe-
Tas, a y MeHsa Kmod... dro?.. [la Buzgena s, 4TO THI yXKe
croumib... Tak s Kak pa3 u He Mory BeiiTH! ToBopio
e — y MeHs Kmod Kyzaa-to 3asanuics! Ja! Ay Tebs
¢ coboi1, KOTOphIH s Tebe gaBama? Yry, MOJHHUMELIbCS
Torza?

OH, xoHeuHo, nogHsica. OTKPbLT JBeph CHAPYIKH.
Ha nem Obita aypaukas mepcraHas manka. OH nore-
noBas ee B ryosl. OHU B3SUIM CYMKH U BBIIUIH. 3aKpbLIH
3a cobowu aBepb. A s ocrancs oguH. BHyTpH.

A momxen 6bL1 octarbes. S 3Ham, 4To Moe MecTO
3[leCb — IO 3Ty CTOPOHY [JBEpH...

Ho xorpa ona ymima, MHe CTazo BAPYT TaK TOCKJIH-
BO; HET, «TOCKJINBO» — HE COBCEM 720 ClOBO... MHe
ITIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO A MOMNPOCTY UCYE3HY, CTHHY, IlepecTa-
HY CyIIleCTBOBaTb, €CIM OCTaHYCh ofuH. MHe mokasa-
JIOCh, YTO A PAaCTBOPIOCH B BO3JyXe, KaK IIPHU3PAK, 4TO
A CTaHy IBUIBIO Ha MeOesH, CTaHy HUYeM — eCJIH OCTa-
HYCB B JIOMe, Kyzia OoJibiiie He OyzieT KasK[bIH JJeHb BO3-
BpamaTscsa oHa. K ToMy ke y MeHs Tak CHJIbHO 00J1es10
JIMIIO — M3-32 Hee, I Hee...
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