Ilasa 1

— Twuwe! Kto-TO Kprya...

— 4 Toxe cablmana... — OHa CKJIOHWIA rojIoBy HaOOK, Kak
Bcerma jenajna, npuciaymmBasgck. C MUHYTY obGa MOJYaH,
U 3bIOKYI0O TUIIIMHY HOYHOTO MOCKOBCKOTO JBOpa HapyIa
TOJIBKO IIYM IPOE3XKaBIIMX 33 YIJIOM MalluH. JIBrmKeHue Ha
9TOM TMEePEeKPEeCTKe HE CTUXAJIO JaXe B caMble IJIyXUe 4Yachl.
MyxxurHa XoTesa ObLJIO 3arOBOPUTD, HO JACBYIIKA YJIOBUIA €r0
IBIDKEHUE, TIOMHSUIA TTaJIel] ¥ TIpyKaiia ero K ryoam. Eme ogHa
MalllMHa Mpoexajia 3a YrJIOM, B3BU3THYJIM TOpMO3a Ha Iepe-
KpecTKe, U TYT K€ CHOBa 3apblyajl MOTOD.

— HaBepnoe, nokazanock. — MyX4nHe HaJ10€J10 BBICTYIIIM-
BaTh TeMHOTY. OH YMPKHYJI 3a3KUTATKON U TIPU €€ CBETE B3IJISI-
HyJI Ha Yachl. — A MOXET, 3TO I'POMKO BKJIIOUMJIU TEJIEBU30P.

— ITocMoTpu Ha OKHa, BCe CIISIT, — ILEIMOTOM BO3pasuiia
IIEBYIIIKA, BCE €Ille MPOAOJIKasl IIPUCITyIINBaThcs. — Jlaxke aTn
TOBAapUIIM Ha TpeTheM... Hy, MpaBMIbHO, CKOJBKO MOXHO
npasaHoBath? Ilareiit yac. Tel Beab MeHSI MPOBOAUIID IO
KBapTUPbI?

— Hy KOHEeUHO, — ¢ HaWTpaHHOW TOTOBHOCTHIO OTBETHII
TOT, 1 KaTs He caepxxana MpOHUYHOTO cMellka. B aToT Mur eit
3aX0TEJI0Ch OTKA3aThCsl OT YCIYT IMTPOBOXATOTO, HO MBICIIb, YTO
B ITOIBE3[Ie MOTYT BCTPETUTLCS HETPE3BbIC MTApHM, TTOCEIaB-
LIM€e «<HEXOPOIIYIO KBAPTUPY» Ha TPEThEM dTaxKe, MPEBO3MOTIa
MPUJINB 3aI€TOM TOPIOCTH.



— B mocnenHmii pas, — ckazajia OHa, paaysch, 4TO €€ JIUIIO
npsdeT TeMHoTa. KaTsi 4yBCTBOBaja, 4YTO OHO HEKPacWBO
HMCKaXXeHO, HO CIIPABUThCSI CO CBOMMU YYBCTBAMM HE MOTJIA. —
D10 OyHeT Bpojie BeHKa...

— To ectb? — HacTopoxuics Cepreii.

— Ha mMoruny npuHsITO HOCUTh BeHKU. — JleByllKa Ccripsi-
Tajla B KapMaHbl KYPTKH 03510111Me PYKHU U TTOeXWIach, B3Iep-
HYB IUIeUd. — A MBI CErOIHSI KaK-HHUKAaK KOE-UTO IOXOPO-
HUJI.

— Kars, g Hagesticst, yTo oboitnercst 6e3 clieH, — HEPBHO

IIpOroBOpuJI OH. — Mbl ke B3pPOCJIbIE Jonu! Ka)KeTCH, BCEC
O6CYI[I/U[I/I, " Tbl CaMa corjlacujiacb, 4ToO...
— Tak nanbiie HECJIb34, — JOKOHYMJIa OHa, OocCTaBas

KJTIOYM ¥ BBIOMpAst MAarHUTHBINM OT ABepH Moabe3na. — S u He
CIIOPIO, C 3TUM Hano OBUIO TTOKOHYUTH. Sl He aymana, mpaBna,
YTO BOT TakK, 3ampocTo... Sl mopoxke lieHWsa ABa roja CBoei
KU3HM!

— Karg, MHe odYeHb Xallb... — HayajJ TOT, HO JEBYIIKa
OCTaHOBMJIA €r0, Pe3KO O0CPHYBIIKCH Ha IMOPOTe, MPUIePKM-
Basi IPUOTKPHITYIO KEJIE3HYIO IBEPb:

— Bor a10i1 pas3el TeI MOT GBI He TOBOPUTH! Tebe Xajb,
na?! A MHe HeT!

— Yro OBI 51 HE cKa3aJjl, BCe paBHO Oyny BUHOBAT, — o0Ope-
yeHHO oTBeTws1 Cepreit, BXoas 3a Helo B mmombesn. — [lporry
Tebs1, He Hamo. Bepb — He Bepb, a MHE OYEeHbB TSKEJO.

JIndT ObIT OTKIIIOYEH HAa HOYb, U Ha CEIbMOM 3TaxX Mpu-
LIJIOCh TIOAHUMAThCA MO JecTHule. Karsg mnura Bnepenwu,
OBICTPO, HE 3aMeyvasl IIPOJIETOB, C TOPSIIIMM OT THEBA JIMLIOM,
M TIOTOMY JaXe He 3aMeTHJia Ha HEOCBEIIeHHOM IIoMmanKe
¢urypy Bosiie MycoponpoBojga. OHa 00epHyIaCh JIUIIIb, YCIbI-
aB cepauThIii Bodrmac Cepres:

— Horu noa6epute, naiite npoittu!

— 4l Tebe ceityac Tak HOTU MOAGEPY... — XPUILIO, C YCU-
JIMeM OTBETWJIa TeHb, Jesasl MOMBITKY IMOMHSThCS M CHOBA
ocenas Ha 1moji. — CToif, Te CTOUIb... [{aif TOJTbKO BCTaTh...



— Wnem xe, — motopornuia oHa Cepres M, MOpPILIACH,
BIISIIEIach B TEMHOTY. — A BBI, KaK Bac TaM, yOupauTech U3
noabesna! Ceityac Muinumio Bei3oBy! Jlocranu!

— 51 TeGe BBI3OBY... — yrpokarolle IMpoculieja TeHb. —
CmoTtpu, s Tebs ele MoBCTpeyaro!

Omna He oTBeTuja U mouuia ganbliue. Cepreit 3amsiics Ha
MMT, HO TyT e HarHan ee. Korma Kartst ocraHoBuiach y nBepu
CBOEU KBapTUpPhl M IPUHSJIACh MCKAThb Ha CBSI3KE HYXXHbBIC
KJTIOYM, TTAJIBLIBI Y Hee clieTkKa IpOoXKau.

— I'me xe... — OHa HepBHO Nepebupaia KJIIOUYM U Hayraj
MBITAJIaCh OTIIepeTh 3aMKHU. Ha muromanke GbUIO0 TEMHO, JIaM-
ToYKa, BBUHUEHHAs €10 Ha THSIX, Iieperopesia WK Oblia yKpa-
neHa. — boxe Moii, 4TO y Hac 3a MoAbe3n, KaMEHHbIN Bek,
TbMa, TPsI3b, KaK1e-TO HeaHIepTaIbIIbl IO HOTaMU BaJIsTIOTCS!
S1 GbIIa HeTaBHO B TOCTSIX Y IMTOAPYTH, TAK Y HUX Ha IJIOIIAaIKaxX
3epKajia U KapTUHbBI BUCHT...

HaxkoHe1 ki1tou moBepHyJICs B 3aMKe, OHa HaxXkaJla IBEPHYIO
PYYKY ¥ BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO OGEPHY/IACh HAa CBOETO CIIyTHUKA. TOT
cJIerka OTCTYIMII, CJIOBHO MCIYTaBIIUCh MPUTJIAIICHUS, KOTO-
poe MOTJIO TIOC/IeIOBAaTh 32 STUM JIBKEHUEM.

— MHe mopa, — TOPOIUIMBO MPOU3HEC OH.

— Jla 9 v He npeiarana 3aiitu. — Teneps eii ObLI0 Mo-Ha-
CTOSIIIIEMY HEXOpPOIllo, B BMCKaX 3acTyyajla KpoBb, KOXY Ha
JIMIIE 3aKOJIOJIM MEJIKME UTOJI0UKM. Karte cTano aylnrHo u HeBbI-
HOCUMO, 10 (hr3ndeckoit 60u CTHIIHO: «Bce BHITISAIUT Tak,
OYATO 51 32 HETO LICTUISIIOCH!»

— A THI pPeInI, 9TO s TIPEIJIOXKY Jalleuyky Kode? — cpbl-
BaOIIMMCSI TOJIOCOM BBITOBOPHMJIA OHA, OOPSICH CO CITa3MaMM,
naBAmuMu Ttopso. — C 3TOro OOBIYHO HAYMHAIOT, a Kak
3aKaHYMBAIOT, 51 JaXKe He 3Halo... MoxXeT, OYyThUIKOM, KaK 3TOT
THII Ha TpeTheM 3Taxe... HeT, g Te6s1 He mpumiaiiao, 1o pado-
TBI BCEr0 HUYETO ocTajioch. [IprMy BaHHY, TTPOBEPIO TOUTY,
MONpo0yIo YacoK IoapeMaTh... MHe He 10 TeOsl.

— Kats, TeI TpOCTO 30JI0TO, — TUXO OTBETUJ OH. — [py-
ras Ha TBOEM MeCTe ycTpouja Obl CIIEHy, CMellaja MeHs



¢ rpa3blo. Jla 94to TaM, S caMm cebe mpoTuBeH... [1pocTn, ecinu
MOXKEIIb.

OHa He OTBeTWIa — MPUKYCUJIa PBYLIMECS HApyXy CIOBa
BMecCTe ¢ TybaMH, TaK, YTO TTOYyBCTBOBAJIA PE3KYIO OOJIb.

— WM Benp 51 3Ha0, YTO MBI C TOOOI MOIJIM OBITh TaK CYACT-
JIMBBI, KaK s HUKOTJa He Oyay C Heit, Ho...

— DTO HYXHO HEMEIJIEHHO 3aKaHYMBaTh, — 000OpBaJia ero
JIEBYIIIKA, TOPOIUIMBO IepecTyras Mmopor, — Bce, Bce! Dro
Open, caau3M, Thl HE MMeellb IpaBa paccKa3blBaTh MHE, KakK
MbI MOTJIM OBITb cyacT/IMBBI! YOupaiics, 1moleja BOH oTcioaa!
U Ty Ky4ay Mycopa Ha TpeTheM ¢ coboii mpuxBatu! S ceituac Bac
000X B MUJIULIMIO cliam!

3axJIONHYB IBePb Y MPUKABILIUCH K HEWl U3HYTPU CITMHOM,
Kartst mepeBena myx 1 ycuiiveM BOJIM IPOTrHAIa TPOCTYITMBIITTE
6b1TO cie3bl. CBeTa OHa BKJIIOYATh HE CTajla — HE XOTEJIO0Ch
BUIIETh CBOE JIMIIO B BMCEBIIEM HAIPOTUB JBEPU 3€pKaje.
B MuHyTHI Heynmay M MopaXeHWi OoHa m30erajia BCTpedyaThCs
B3IJISIOM CO CBOUM OTPaKCHHUEM.

— YTto0 g emy HaroBopuia... — npomenraia Karsa, ciaymas
TUIIMHY B KBapTUpE U 3a nBepblo. — [Touemy, 3aueM... A nom-
JXKHa 6bl1a Moyrya yiTu... OmHa.

OT 3ByKa COOCTBEHHOTO THXOTrO TOJIOCA €il BOPYT CTajo
crpaiiHo. CoAporHyBIIMCh, OHA OTOLLIA OT ABEPM, CHSUIA
KYpPTKY U Hayran Opocuia ee Ha Bemanky. KypTka samrypiana
¥ TIOBHCJIa Ha Kprouke. Cepoe MATHO 3epKaia (I1a3a HaYuHaIu
NMPUBBIKATh K TEMHOTE) CMOTpPEJO CTPOrO M BbIKUIAIOIIE.
CTOWT BKJIIOYUTH CBET — M OTTyAA IJISTHET OJIETHOE OCYHYB-
1Ieecs JMILIO, WU OHA TPOYTET B CBOMX IJla3aX BbIpaXKECHUE,
OT KOTOPOTO BO3HEHABUINT ce0sT caMy OKOHUYaTeIbHO. «K Tebe
KOrna-HUOyIb Ha YJIMIE TMOAXOMUJA TMOTepsBIIasics coba-
Ka? — CIIpocHiia ee Kak-TO cTapasi, OecrolagHasl B OLIeHKax
noapyra. — 3Haellb, KaK OHA CMOTPSIT, KOTJa BHJISIIOT XBO-
cToM, mbITalores uatu psaom? Korma tebe Imioxo, Thl CMO-
TpUIIb TOYHO TakK ke! Kak mymaenib, MyX4mHa Ha TaKoi
B3I KiMoHeT?! UM HpaBsSITCSA CYACTIIMBBIC JKEHITUHBI, 3aI10-



MHU 570! [1ycTh TeGe HorM 6e3 HapKo3a aMIyTUPYIOT — YJIbI-
Oaticsa!»

«KapuHe jerko KpUTHKOBaTh, Y Hee Bcerma ObLia OgHA
MmpobjeMa — KakK M30aBUThCS OT JIMITHUX yXaxkepoB! OHU eii,
BUIIUTE JIU, YYUTbCI U padboTaTh MellalT! Y Hee CKOJIbKO
POMaHOB — CTOJILKO U MpeAJIOKeHUI pykKu U cepaua. Eciu 6b1
OHa XOTeJia, TO KaXIbIii pa3 BbIXoauia Obl 3aMyX. A f... Pa3Be
9 BUHOBAaTa, 4YTO Y MEHSI HMUero He moyrydaeTcsa?! JIsa roma Mbl
OBLIM BMECTE, OH MEePBhIil CTall TOBOPUTH O Gpake, MEPBBIA —
0 JIeTSIX, 3TO OH caM CTpOWJ IUIaHbl Ha Oymylilee, s 1axke He
rmoMoraja, 60s1ach criaasuTh! OH TBICSYY pa3 TOBOPUJI, UTO €T0
6pak — (hOopMaJIbHOCTb, TTPOCUJI TOJBKO AaTh BpeMsi, YTOObI
JKeHa TMPMBBIKIA K MBICIM O pa3BoOAe, MOJ, XOPOIIMA OHa
YeJIOBEK, JKaJIKO €¢ TPaBMUPOBATh... Yl BOT CeTOMHS — 3BOHOK
Ha paboTy, y>KWUH B pecTopaHe, TaM OH B3IJISII TIpsTall, OyaTo
JIOXKKY YKpaJl, a Ha ecepT 3asBUJI, YTO HaM JIy4llie paccTaThes,
IOTOMY YTO OH HE MOXKET ITOXepTBOBaTh ceMbeil. 51 BepBbIe
YCIIBIIIIAJIa OT HETO 3TO CJIOBO — ceMbst! OKa3aloch, YTO HUKA-
Kasl 9T0 He (HOpMabHOCTb, a caMasl TJIaBHasl LIEHHOCThb B €T0
JKM3HM, TaK YTO OH TOTOB Paay Hee MOXKEePTBOBATb OOJIBIIOI
mo60Bb10. UTO 5T0 3a Mrpa Takaa?! 3aueM OH MHE BHYIIIAJ, UTO,
10 CYTH, OMHOK M HUYeM He cBsizaH?! UToOkI 51 He ycTpauBasia
cueH? YroOwsl Joduiia kpermde? 3aueM OH CO MHOI Tak?»

Tak m He BKITIOYMB cBeTa, Kars cTsIHyma camoru, peIBKOM
0oCcBOOOMMIIACH OT TEIJIOTO CBUTEpa W, HE CIEPXKaBIIUCH,
LIBBIPHYJIA €ro MpsiMo Ha noJji. Eif xorenoch pa3oUTh YTO-HU-
Oynb, 3aKpUYaTh, YCTPOUTH UCTEPUKY — CIIEJIaTh XOTb YTO-TO,
YTO pa3pyLIUT 3Ty OMIYLIUTEIbHYIO TUIIMHY, ITOBUCILIYIO
B TeMHOW KBapTupe. OHa OOCHMKOM IloOexkaja B KOMHATY,
Ha X0y BKJIIOYMJIA TOPLIEP U, OJIAronoJy4Ho U30exaB BCTpe-
Y1 ¢ 3epKaJbHOI JBeplieil cTaporo ImKada, ¢ HoraMu IphIT-
HyJa Ha IuBaH. TOT BO3MYIIEHHO 3acCKpWIIel — 3TO OBLIO
paccoxieecsi, CTpajampllee peBMaTU3MOM HACJEACTBO,
nocrapuieecs Kare or 6a0yuiku, MOKOWHONW oOMTaTEIbHULIBI
kBaptuphl. [lepeexaB cloma HECKOJBKO JIET Ha3al, JEBYIIKa



Tak ¥ He cobpanach HU CIENTaTh TOJTKOM PEMOHT, HU CMEHWTD
meoenb. [lepenenkaMm MmoaBeprIMCh TOJBKO BaHHAasi KOMHAaTa
U KyXHS — B OCTJIbHOM 3€Cbhb LAPWINA MATUACCATHIC TOIbI
TIPOIIIIOTO BEKa.

B nepBoe Bpems mociie nepeesna 3Ta 00CTaHOBKA pasipa-
xkana Katio, Ho co BpeMeHeM OHa MPUBBIKJIA K CTapbIM BelllaM
U Aaxe MpuBs3ajach K HUM. Y 3TOi MeOesr Obl TaKoi CMy-
IEHHBINM, 3aKOMIUIEKCOBAHHBIN BUJ, YTO OHA BHIIJIsIIENa
MOYTU OAYIIEBJEHHON. «Mbl COBCEM HEMOJHbIE, HAMU OOJIb-
1€ HeJb3sl TOPAUTHCS, MBI U CAMM 9TO 3HAEM... — Ka3aJocCh,
TOBOPUJIM IUBaH, 1Kad u 6yder. — Ho 3aTo Mbl TOMHUM TeOS
TaKo MaJIEHbKOW IEBOUKOM, UTO ThI IaXKe HE JOTITUBAIACH 10
BEpXHUX MOJOK IuKacda, He yMmesla OTKPBIBATH KIIOUYMKOM
OydeT, 4ToOBI MocTaTh KOHGETHI, a KOTJa Mphirajia Ha ANBaHe,
TIPYXXWHBI TIOIT TBOEH TSDKECThIO Haxe He ckpurenn! Ml Bce
noMHuM! Eciu ThI BBIOpOCHILIb HAC Ha CBAJIKy, BMECTE C HAMU
ThI BBIOPOCHIIIb U Ty MAJIEHBKYIO TEBOYKY!»

— A MOXeT, U HaJo BCe 3TO BBIOPOCUTH, TIOMEHSITh, —
npobopMoTaia AeByllKa, 00BOIS B3IJISIAOM CTeHbl. — MOXET,
KU3Hb CTPOHETCSI C MEPTBOI TOUKU, a TO 1 OYATO B Jiecy 3a0J1y-
QTach — KPYXKY, KPYXY, ¥ BBIXOXY BCe K 9TOMY CKPUITyIeMy
TIMBaHY.

OHa B3mIsIHYJIa Ha yackl. CTpeaKu MoKa3bIBalU MSATh YTpa,
TJYXOif 4ac, Koraa He CISIT TOJIKO Camble CYACTIMBBIE JIIOIN
U caMble HecyacTHbIE. [103BOHUTH B TAKOE BpEMsI HEBO3MOXHO
JIaxe camMoMy OJM3KOMY 4YeJIOBEKY, pa3Be UTO CIyYMJIOCH
cepbe3Hoe HecuacThe. «DTO K JydineMy, — B3moxHyna Kars,
OTBOJIS B3IJISIA OT TeJiechoHa. — MoXKeT, s CIIpaBiIioch U BOOO-
1le HUKOMY HUYero He pacckaxy. PomurensiMm kamoBaTbes?
Komnneram? Kapune? Her, naxe eit He ctouT. B Tpuauars et
0e3 MaJIoro mopa IMpUBBIKHYTh, UTO TeOST OpocaroT».

B nocnennee Bpemst Katst Bce yane HamoMmuHaua cedbe 06
3TOM JaTe, XOTA €d MCIOJHWIOCH TOJBbKO IBaflaTb BOCEMb.
Tpunuath 1eT — 3T0 ObLT pyOeX, KOTOPOTro OHa KJjaajia C Tpe-
BOTOIl M HEBEpUEM B CBOM CUJIbI, OIACasiCh, YTO 3Ta HUdpa
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BBICTABUT €M CYET, IO KOTOPOMY HEBO3MOXKHO OyieT 3aria-
TATh. TpUALIATh — 3HAYUT, UTpa TTOIIIAa BCEPhe3, M CKUIOK Ha
IOHOCTb U HEOIBITHOCTb YXXe He OyneT. Tpuauath — BO3pacT,
KOTJa Iopa XBacTaTbCsS €CIAM He KapbepHBIMU YCIIEXaMM,
TO CEMEHBIM CYaCTheM, a JIy4llle U TeM, U IPYTHM. DTO BO3-
pacT, Koraa aaxe camoe MH(haHTUIbHOE IWUTS HauYMHAET 0CO-
3HaBaTh, YTO OHOM JIFOOOBBIO K POIUTENISIM €r0 CepAIle ChITO
He OyneT. TpUALUATUICTHION OAMHOKYIO XXEHIIUHY HAYMHAIOT
XajeTh 3aMyXHHeE MOAPYTH, OHA yKe 3aIepKUBaeT B3I Ha
YYyXKMX IETSX, MBITAsSCh MOJABUTh CMYTHBIN CTpax mepen Oymy-
LIMM, 1€, MOXET ObITb, e HeKoMy Oynet Jiioouth. [Toka ato
JINIIb TIPeIYyBCTBUE, KOTOPOE MOXKHO HE BOCIPHHUMATh
BCEPbE3, HO JIIOASIM CYACTJIMBBIM OHO HE3HAKOMO.

«Hert, xak s Mmory Bce 310 pacckasath KapuHe? OHa cuact-
JINBa OOHA, €ii HUKTO HE HYXEH. Y Hee M MBIC/IC TaKUX He
ObIBaeT, s1 yBepeHa». JleByllIKa CcyHyJia IMOJ IIEKYy 00JIe3/1yIo
KOXaHYyI0 NMBAaHHYIO TTOAYIIKY W YJeriach, CBEPHYBIIUCH
KaJlaunkKoM. XOTEJOCh pacIliakaThcs, HO Karg 3ampermia
cebe 3To — oHa Obl BeCh JeHb MPOXOAMIA C OMyXIIUMHU Kpac-
HBIMM TJIa3aMU, U BCe, KOMY He JIEHb, CIIpaIlIMBaI ObI €¢, YTO
cTpsIcaoch. «TOBKO He CeroaHs, — yropapuBajia OHa ceOsl. —
3aBTpa BBIXOJHOM, BOT Be4epOM MPpHUICIIb ¢ pabOTHI M phIAAil,
CKOJIBKO IyIlle YTOAHO. A MOKa caMoe Jydlllee — HEMHOXKO
TTOCIIaTh».

Ho sTa 61aropa3zymHasi MbIC/Ib Obljla COBEpPILIEHHO OecIio-
JIe3Ha, KakK 3a4acTylo ObIBalOT OecIiojie3Hbl Ojaropa3syMHbIe
COBeTHl. 3aCHYTb B TaKoM coctosiHuu Karts He cmoria O,
Jaxke MPUHSIB YCIOKOUTeIbHOE. OOBIYHO ¢¢ KJIOHUJIO B COH OT
aJIKOTOJIsI, HO ILIAMIIAHCKOE, BBIMTUTOE B PECTOpaHe, JAaBHO
BBIBETPMJIOCHh — NIEBYIIIKA MPOTPE3BEIa cpasy, YCIbIIIAB OIlle-
JIOMJISIIONYI0O HOBOCTh. «Ha KyxXHe B XOJIODMIbHUKE CTOUT
KaKoe-TO BUHO, HO He MOTY Xe s HAaIMBaThCs, MHE Ha pabo-
Ty, — B OTYAsSIHUU AymMaJla OHa, BOpoyasch Ha nuBaHe. — I1gTh
yTpa, 4TO IejiaTh, KaK oTBIeuYbcsi?! He cTHpKOIf ke 3aHUMATh-
cs1, B caMoM JieJie!»
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B 3TOT MUT OHa CTpallIHO XaJjieja, YTO TaK M He 3aBelia
xoiku. KaTs ciemaa Takyro OMBITKY HE3aI0JITO 10 TOTO, Kak
no3HakoMwiachk ¢ CepreeM. KpoleyHblii cepblii KOTEHOK
MOPOABl pycCKash rojy0as ObUI KyIUIEH €10 Ha KOIIadybeil
BBICTaBKe, KyJ/la OHa 3allljla IIPOCTO OT HEUero AeaTh, TYJISIs 10
BBII. Katsa xwuna Henonaneky ot Metpo «BJIHX», u Tepputo-
pusT BBICTABKM ObUIA [JIs Hee IPUBBIYHBIM MECTOM ITPOTYJIOK.
KoTeHoK OBUT KYIJICH CTUXUIHO, JIyKaBasl TpoJaBIIvIia OyK-
BaJIbHO 3acTaBUJIa JEBYIIKY B3Th €ro B PYKH, ITOCJIE YEro
BOCXUTUJIACK:

— A 3Haere, BBI C 9TOi KOIIEYKO o4eHb moxoxu! IIpsmo
onHo BeIpaxkeHue auiia! Cpasy BUIHO, OHA Bac J0XKUAaIaCh!

Cama Karsg Haxoauiia, 4YTO pOAHUT €€ ¢ KOLIEYKOM TOJIbKO
LBET IJ1a3 — SIHTAPHO-KApUil, HO IOMNANACh HCKYIIEHUIO
u Tipuobpena cede npyra. CaHam — Tak OHa Ha3Bajia KOIIEUKY
B YeCTb JHS Heleau, Koraa Ta Obljaa KyrjieHa, poXuia y Hee
nBe Hemeau. PoBHO cronbko norpeGoBanock Kare u Cepreilo,
YTOOBI TTO3BHAKOMUTBCS, HAUaTh BCTPEUATLCSI HA HEMTPAIBHOM
TEPPUTOPUN U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, PEINUTh, YTO IS CIEHYIO-
LIEro CBUIAHMS CBUAETEIM MM He HyxXHbl. OmHako, eaBa
repectynus mopor KatuHoi KBapTuphl, €e HOBBIA 3HAKOMBIii
TIOTIATHIICS, 3aMETHO U3MEHUBIIUCH B JIUIIE.

— ¥V 1e0s1 Komka? — cIaBJIeHHO CIIPOCUII OH.

— A 4TO cryymoch? — ucmyranach aeByiika. CaHou qaxe
He BBIIIUIA Ha 3ByK OTKPBIBAIOIIEHCS IBEpU — KOIIIeUKa oKa3a-
Jlach JICHUBOM M OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh BPEMEHU Criajla, PacTSHYB-
LIMCh HA JUBAHHOM IMOIYIIIKE.

— IIpoctu, s He Mory BoiiTM. — Cepreil TBITAJICS YJIbI-
0aThcsl, HO ObUIO BUJHO, KaKk OH ObOecKypaxeH. — Y MeHs
aJUIeprus Ha KOIIa4yblo IIEPCTh.

CBuaHue CIIENIHO IIEPEHECIN Ha CBEXUI BO3IYX, a 031~
HO BeuepoM, BEepHYBIIUCH noMmoii, KaTtss 063BoHMIA MOIpYT
u npuctpouna CaHau B xopouide pyku. OHa ciaenana 3To,
HUYYTh HE YCOMHUBIINCH B CBOeil mpasore. Komika xwuia
y Hee HemaBHO, KaTst He ycriena TOJTKOM K Hell TpuBSI3aThCs,
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K TOMY X€ BCE €€ CYIIeCTBO OBLJIO MOIIOMEHO HOBBIM pOMa-
HOM, KOTOPBII TOJBKO-TOJBKO MOAXOAN K CaMOil 3aXBaThl-
Batouleii cranuu. Komika ncuesna, KBapTupa Obljia THIATEIb-
HO mpubpaHa, U TeM He MeHee BO BpeMsl CBOEro IEepBOTO
Busuta Cepreil TjoTajl aHTUTMCTAMMHHBIE TIpernapaThbl
Y TOBOPUJ TPOCTYXKEHHBIM CEBLIMM TrojiocoM. Kats usBuHs-
JIach mepea HUM, CJIOBHO BIPSIMb OblIa B YeM-TO BUHOBATa,
U pyrajia XuTpYylO JaMy ¢ BbICTaBKU, HaBS3aBIIYIO ¢l KOTECH-
Ka. Bce aTo ObLIO ABa roma Ha3ad, pOMaH TOJIbKO HaUMHAJCH,
U TOTJAa JeBYIIKAa COBCEM He 3a00TWIACh O TPSAYIIEM TpH-
ILATWIETHEM pyOexke, MPOCTO eil 04eHb HPaBUJICS HOBBII
3HAKOMBIH.

«Kolika He Opocuiia Obl MeHs, — XaJOOHO moaymasa
Kats1, Bopouasich 1 He Haxons cede Mecta. — OHa ObI MOHSIIA,
Kak MHe 1ioxo! Eciau Obl 1 Morna ceityac oOHsATh CaHuM,
MoCJIyllIaTh €e MeceHKy, noxanosatbes! HeT, s He BbIOEPXKY,
He CMOTY MOJTYaTh, CETOIHS K€ BCeM paccKaxy... I[TycTb xame-
0T, ITyCTh YNTAIOT MOPaJIb, OOBSICHSIIOT, UTO S IejIajia He Tak...
Tonbko ObI HE 3Ta TULIKMHA — OHA MEHS C yMa CBeleT!»

M c1oBHO B OTBET Ha €€ MBICIU IIpeapaccBETHOE Oe3MOII-
BM€ CIISIIIETO TOMa Hapylmuiaochk. Kars ycibiana, Kak rue-To
HerojaylieKy ¢ HaTy>KHbIM BH3IOM pacraxHyjdach OaJKOHHast
NIBEPb, pa3aaCh TPOMKHE BO30YKIEHHbIE F0J10Ca — HECKOJIb-
KO YeJIOBEK BBIIIUIM Ha OAJIKOH M 3aTOBOPUJIN pa3oM, HE CIIy-
mast apyr apyra. M3 atoit KakooHUM BIPYT BBIASIWIICS U Ha
MUT BCE€ 3arJIyIlWJ KOPOTKMUI XEHCKUI BOIUIb, IMOXOXHWI Ha
KPUK BCIYTHYTOM NTUIBL. Ero TyT Xe oOopBas Iiyxoi Cuiib-
HBII ymap, Mmocje KOTOporo Hactymnuia TuinuHa. Kats cena,
CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY M MPUCIYIIMBasiCh. ['0jloca Ha MUT CMOJIKIIN,
HO TYT Xe€ 3a3By4Yajii C YABOCHHOI TpoMKOCThlo. Tenepsh oHa
pasinuaia gaxe OTaeIbHbIe (pasbl.

— beru BHM3! — BO BeCh rojioc KpMKHYJIA XKeHIIUHA. — AX,
nypa, xypa!

— A TBI CTOUIIIb U CMOTPUIITL?! — UCTEPUYHO TTOAXBATHUIT
npyroi xeHckuii rojjoc. — CKopee, HYy!
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— Kyna 310 g1 mobery? — orpbeI3HyJICcS MyxkunHa. — Mmure
BHI BCE...

W cHoBa xjionHysna aBepb — Tak, 4To B KatTMHOM OKHe
3BAKHYJIO HEIUIOTHO MpHMTHaHHOe cTekyo. OHa yXe cTosuia
y GaJIKOHHOW MBEpW, TIPUCIYIINBASCh U He PEllasiCh BHIMTH.
«TaM Kakoii-To ckaHaall, ecliyd BbICYHYCb, 3TO OyAET BbITJISI-
NIeTh, OyATO 5 MoAcayrBa. Ho B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, TISITh YTpa,
a OHU TaK pacKpUYaJIMCh, YTO S MMEIO TIPaBO BO3MYTUTHCH...
Hy BoT, He yHUMalOTCS, ONSATH OpyT! DTO COBCEM PSIIOM!»

Kats Habpocuia Ha TjIedM BSI3aHYIO IIajIb M BBITJISTHYJIA
Hapyxy. Ee TpenmojioxeHus ONpaBoaiCh — Ha COCETHEM
GaJIKOHE OHa YBUJIEa IBYX XXEHIIUH, OJETHIX O0Jiee YeM JIETKO
JIUISI TIPOMO3IJIOr0 OKTsS0pbcKOro yrpa. Ha omHoit, coBcem
IOHOI1, OblJTa MaifkKa ¢ KOPOTKMMHU pyKaBaMMH, Apyrasi, ocTap-
e, TPUAEpXMBala Ha TPYOU pacXomsiuecst TOJbI Xajara.
O06eux oHa 3HaJjia B JIULO, KAaK-TO OOMEHSIJIach C TOU U IPYyroi
HECKOJbKMMU (hpa3amMu, HO U TOJIbKO — OHM XUJIU B IPYTOM
noabe3ne, u Karsg peako ¢ HUMM CTaJIKUBajIach.

— Yro penatb OymeM, MaM? — BCe TaK e UCTEPUYHO
BBIKpUKHYJIAa Mojofas aeBylika. OHa enBa B3IVISIHYJIA Ha
Kario, Bun y Hee ObUT BO30Y>KI€HHBIN U TTOTy0e3yMHbIi. Bpsin
JI OHa BOOOIIIE 3aMeTWJIa, YTO Ha COCETHUI GaJIKOH KTO-TO
BbIlIEeN. — Mama?!

— JloBu ero, moka He ymien! — mpuKasaja >XEHIIMHA
B XajaTe, OTBOpUB OaJIKOHHYIO n1Bepb. — [la Oeru xe, He criu!
A BaM uTO HykHO?! — OHa BApyr oOHapyXujia B HECKOJbKUX
MeTpax OT cebs cocenky. HempuBeT/inBo npuiiypeHHbIE T1a3a
Tak 1 onapanany KaTio — 13 Kaxaoro 3payka CJIOBHO TOPYAJIO
1o OysaBKe.

— MoxHo notuie? — caepxkaHHo cripocuiia ta. He oTse-
THUB HM CJIOBa, XEHIIWHBI CKPBUIMCHh B KBapTtupe. OTTyna
CHOBa TIOHECTUCh KPUKH, TIpaBIa, cerka 3arTylieHHbIe.

«J1o cux mmop 3a cTeHoi1 Bpoje He myMmenn. — Karts miotHee
3aKyTaJlach B IIIaJib U BIOXHYJIA CHIPOi XOJOMHBIN Bo3ayX. OH
TYT e 3aCTPsUT B TOpJie — Y JIEeBYIIKU MTOSIBUJIOCH OIIYIIEHNUE,
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CJIOBHO OHA ITPOIIOTHJIAa KOMOK BJIaXKHOI BaThl. — TaM Hop-
MajibHasi CeMbsi, MaTh W JIBE JOYEPU, ¥ HUX ellle MaJeHbKas
cobauka, JeBpeTKa. BeuHo ryisieT B CMEIIHbIX TAKUX CBUTEP-
KaxX M OpOXUT, OyaTo ¢ moxmenbs. Hy, ecam m T Havamu
OySIHUTb, TOYHO MPUAETCS KBApTUPY MEHATh. Majio MHe npu-
TOHA Ha TpeTbeM!»

To nmm ckanman pa3oymaut oduTareseit 1Bopa, TO JIM IIPOCTO
HayajJu TPOCHINAThCS Te, KOMY IMopa ObUIO Ha pabory —
B OKHax CTaJM 3aXuratrbcsi orHu. Ho cTpaHHO ObLIO He 3TO.
OKUMHYB B3IJISIIOM J0Ma, OKpyXaBiiue nBop, Katsa zameruna
Ha HECKOJIbKMX OajkoHax mromeil. CITycTs TTOJIMUHYTHI WX
CTaJIo B JIBa pa3a 0oJibllle — BO3HUKAJIO BIeyaTJieHUe, OyITO
YTO-TO BBIMAHWUJIO UX B XOJIOJ U CBIPOCTh M3 TEIJIBIX MOCTEEN.
MHuorue ObUIM B XajaTax, KTO-To, Kak u Kard, Kyrancs
B HACIleX HAKUHYTOE TPSIbE, U BCE, KaK OINH, CMOTPEJIU BHU3.
O3zanayeHHas IeByIlKa Mociea0Baia UX MpUMepy.

«Yrto Tam Takoe? [1poBepstoT, Ha MeCTe JIU WX MAIIMHBI?
[ToueMy TTPOCTO B OKHO HE BBITJITHYTh, XOJIOIHO Xe?..»

— Bbl He Tyma cMoTpuTe, — pa3laBILIMICS PSAOM TOJIOC
3aCTaBWJ €e B3APOTHYTb. — Bo-OH Tyma rasimuTe, cieBa OT
(donaps. Her, ot Bac, HaBepHOE, IJTOXO BUIHO, IEPEBO MEIIAET!

K Heit obpatiaics mapeHb, KOTOPbI HE3aMETHO BbINIE Ha
OankoH 3TaxkoM Huxke. OHu ¢ Kareii 3mopoBaiuch, eciau ciy-
Yyajioch BMECTe exaTh B JU(pTe, U KaK-TO pa3 OH MPUHEC eif
MUCbMO, MO OUIMOKE OpOIlIEHHOE B €ro MOYTOBBINA SIIUK.
JleByliliKa KMBHYJIa €My B OTBET, IT€PErHYBLIMCD Yepe3 NnepuJa:

— Jlobpoe yTpo. A 9TO TaM, eCJIM He CeKpeT?

— Jla neB4OHKa Kakasi-To ¢ 0aJIKkoHa BbIOpOCHIaCh, — MPO-
CTO OTBETUJI TOT. — Pa3Be He ciblianu, Kak TyT opaiu? JInuHo
s1 TIPOCHYJICSL.

— Kak?! — OnHa cxBaTtujiach 3a MOKpHIE MepHJia U HarHy-
JIach ellle CWJIbHEE, MBITasiCh YTO-HUOYIb Pa3INIUTh B YTPEH-
HUX cyMepKax. Paszpociiuiicst Tonojib CKphIBaJl OT Hee Ty 4acThb
IIBOpa, Ky/a YKa3bIBaJ cocell. — A 4TO e BCE CTOAT, CMOTPAT?!
Moxer, oHa xuBa?!
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