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Ihasa 1

BITEHATAEHHA

Jlonoon
Aegeycm 1876 eooa

ITpo3BeHeN KOJOKOJIbYMK HaJ BXOAOM B « KHMXKHYIO
JaBKy IamMmuiabToHa». JIBepbh OTKpbLUIACH, U ITOPHIB JIETHE-
IO MOPOCSIIETO TOXINKAa MTHOBEHHO BJIETE]T B ITIOMEIIIE-
Hue. [leHb BbIOAJICS TATYYMM, IMOKyINaTesIeil IMoYTu He
o610, U Ilonmerra IaMUIBTOH MOAHSJIA TJla3a C Hame-
XKIOM, YTO KTO-TO BCE-TaKW MpeHeOper XMypoil morogoi
aBrycTa M pelini 4To-HUuOyab KynuThb. Yepes rnopor re-
PECTYNWJI BEICOKU IXKEHTIbMeH. B 0MHOM pyKe OH CXu-
MaJl 30HT, a 3a APYTYIO0 PYKYy LeIlTIsIach MajJeHbKas ne-
BOYKa, C/IeJ0BaBIIas 32 HUM HE CJIMIIKOM OXOTHO.

— Jlobpo noxkanoBaTth K TamunsroHam! — Iloserra
MIPUBETCTBOBaJa ITOCETUTENIEH JIyde3apHOU YJIBIOKOM.
Hosble nokymnarenu ee Bcerga pajaoBaiu.

Iloka mXEeHTIbMEH CKIaabiBaJll 30HTHK, IlomerTa
ycresaa BHUMAaTEIbHO pasriisiaeTh He3HakoMmila. boelia y
Hee Takas NpuBbIUKa. JIroOo3HaTenbHas W Habwoma-
TeJIbHAsI, OHAa HE MOIJIa He 0OpalllaTh BHUMAaHUS Ha KaxX-
JIOTO TIOCETUTEJS €€ JJaBKU. DTOT JKEHTJIbMEH ObLIT yXKe
HE IOHBIM, BBICOKMM, IIMPOKOIUIEYMM U XOPOIIO OJe-
ThIM. M3-1100 37€raHTHOU 4YepHOM IUISANbL BUIHEIUCH
IIOKOJIaIHO-KOPUYHEBBIEe Boslockl. OH mokasayics eil 10-
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BOJIBHO KpacHBBIM, OJHAKO MTOJ00HbIE MpaYHO-OPIOHETU -
CThl€ TUIIBI €€ HUKOTAA He MpuBaekaad. OObIYHO ee Mpu-
TITMBadd 30JI0TOBOJOChIe Tepou. Ilo KkpaliHeil Mepe
MMEHHO TaKUX KHMXKHBIX T€POEB OHA IPEeAIIounTaa.

CBOUMM caMbIM 3aBjieKaTeJbHBIM TOJIOCOM KHUTOIPO-
JIaBIla OHA IIOMHTEPECOBaIACh:

— YeM mMory noMoub?

— Moeii nouypke XOTeNoCh Obl BHIOpAaTh KaKyl-HU-
OyIb HOBYIO KHITKKY, — OOBSICHIII IDKEHTIBMEH, IT0KAa3bI-
Basl Ha J€BOYKY, CMYIIIEHHO MPSTaBIIYIOCS 3a HETO.

YV Hero ObLT KpacUBBIN 3ByUYHBIH F0OJIOC ¢ KAKUM-TO Me-
BY4HMM, C1a00 3HAKOMBIM akKileHTOM. OH CJIOBHO 3aIlOJjI-
HUJI Bo3ayx BoKpyT IToneTrTtel. He B cuiiax omoseTs oyapo-
BaHUE 3TOro TeMOpa, ero MarHeTUYECKYI0 MPUTIraTeb-
HOCTb, ITosieTTa norasaena Ha IXKEHTJIbMEHa C OOJbIIM
nHTEepecoM. Tem Gosiee YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CMOTpEJI Ha
JIEBOYKY.

VY He3HakoM1Ia ObLIT OPJIMHBIN HOC, TBEPAbIN MOAO0PO-
JIOK M XyIOILIAaBOE JIULIO C TEMHBIMU OpOoBSIMK. OH ObLT Yu-
cTO BbIOpUT, HO TToJeTTa ierko Moria NpeacTaBUTh €ro ¢
YEepHBIMU TOHKMMM YCUKaMHU, NPHUIAaBaBIIMMU €My BHI
3noBellero nupata. OH Kazajucsl HampsKEHHBIM, CJIOBHO
Jiep>KaJl CBOM UyBCTBA B y3/ie, HO TIpU MajeiIleM pa3apa-
JKEHMHM MOT BBHIIIECHYThCS B OellleHoM sipocTtu. Ero moJ-
HbIe IyObl OBLIM CXKAThl B CYPOBYIO JTMHUIO. BooO111e BbIpa-
KEHHE €ro JIMIa TOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO OH OYeHb, OYEHbBb
JIaBHO He yJIbIOascs.

YT1o-TO B 3TOM JKeHT/IbMeHEe BcTpeBoxuio [onerry, a
MpadHas HaIpPSDKEHHOCTh BBI3BIBAJIa B MBICIISIX CJIOBa
«OTIaCHBIN» U «3JIOBELIU».

ITo xoxe y Hee mpoOeKaau MypallKu.

YyBcTBY# ce0sl B ero MpUCyTCTBUU HeyioTHO, [loerTa
¢ o0JyieryeHUEM MoayMaiia O MOMOIITHUIIE, HaXOAUBIIEHCS
HemnoajieKy, B COCeHell KOMHATe, M MbICJEHHO BhIpyraia
ce0s 3a mrynocth. C 4ero oHa pelnmia, 9YTo il TPO3uT Ka-
Kasi-To omacHocTh? HuKorma paHbllle oHa He oOlIylajia
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nogo6Horo. ITouemy Xe, pagu Bcero CBSITOTO, €ii B30peJio
B TOJIOBY, YTO 3TOT JXKEHTIBMEH MOXKET IIPUYMHUTD eif Ka-
KoIi-To Bpea? Bo3aMoxkHO, OHa B OC/IeIHEe BpeMsl HauM-
Tajach CJAUIIKOM MHOTO TOTUYECKHUX POMaHOB!

BauMaHue mpuBieKia MaJleHbKasl IeBOYKa, IO-TIPeXK-
HEMY IBITaBIIASICS CIIPSATAThCS 32 HOTM He3HakomIa. Pe-
OEHKY SIBHO He OOJIbIIIe YeThIpeX JeT. Y Hee ObLJIO MUIIOE
MMyXJIEHbKOE JINYMKO, OOpaMJIEHHOE 30JIOTHIMH KY-
IPSIIKAMH, ITOYTH ITOJTHOCTBIO CKPBITHIMU IO ITHPOKO-
TIOJION IUISTIKOW.

ITonerTa TOYHO 3Haja, 4yero xouyetr Mmajabimka. Y Ia-
MWIBTOHA OBUT JIYYIIIMI BEIOOP IETCKUX KHIDKEK BO BCEM
ropone, nmoatroMy IlonerTe m paHble JOBOAMIOCH 0O0-
IIATBhCS C CAMBIMU Pa3HBIMU IETbMM, HaUMHAsI OT OYEeHb
0JIarOBOCIIUTAHHBIX U KOHYASI CaMbIMM M30aJI0BAaHHBIMU.
N, paszymeercs, oueHb 3aCTEHYUBBIMU. DTON POOKON Ae-
BOYKe OyZIeT HETPYIHO YTOIUTb.

— TsI oueHb cHacT/IMBasI MOJIOAAs JIEA, pa3 TBOM Iana
pellvI TIopagoBaTh TeOS TaKMM 3aMedaTeIbHbIM 00pa-
30M, — Havaina IloseTrra, ogapsisi 1eBOUKY TEeIUIOM 3a10P-
HOM yJbIOKOM. — Y Hac eCTb YyleCHble KHUTU CKA30K C
KpacUBEHUIIUMU KapTUHKAMU. XOYelllb, YTOObI 51 Tebe UX
nokaszana?

BhirisiHyB M3-3a HOTM OTIA, J€BOYKA PEIIMTEIbHO
kuBHynMa. OHa He M31ajia HY 3ByKa, HO JIMYUKO €€ TIPOCH-
SIJIO B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM ITPEABKYIIICHHUEM.

— Cnacu60, — IpoU3HEC IXKEHTIBMEH, C O4EBUIHBIM
obyieryeHrEeM BcTpevas mpemtoxkenue [1omeTTol.

— IToueMy Obl BaM 000MM He MPOMTU CO MHOU B JIET-
CKMI OTHEeN? — XU3HEePaaOCTHO MPOAOJIKIIIA OHA.

OHu nouwiy 3a Heil B r1yOb 1aBkU, rae [Tonerra u Ko-
JIETTa BBITOPOIMIIM YIOTHBIN YTOJIOK IUISI CaMbIX MaJIeHb-
KUX TMokKynareieil. TaM ObUIM 0Oojiee HU3KUE KHIXKHBIE
MTOJIKA, MUHUATIOPHBIE CTOJIMKU U CTYJIBUMKU, a IEPEBSIH-
HBIM MOJT yKpallal SpKUii KOBpUK, MpUaaBaBIINii 00cTa-
HOBKe 0co0y1o TerioTy. ITojieTTa cpa3y BeITaIlMIa CaMylO
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MMOMYJIIPHYIO KHUTY: OOJIBIIION TOM BEIMKOJCIIHO WLIIO-
CTPUPOBAHHBIX cKa30K. OHa MOJIOXWIA KHIKKY Ha CTO-
JIMK, 3X€CTOM IIpUIJIACHIIa MAJIBIIIKY MPUCOCOTUHUTHCS U
camMa yceJsiach psIIOM Ha MaJIeHbKUM CTYJIbYUK.

— Jlymaro, 3Ta MOXeT TeOe MOHPABUTHCS.

Marnpllka HepelIuTeIbHO ITOAHSJIA TJ1a3a Ha OTIA,
oxunaas ero paspeiieHus. OH 000apsIrolIe MOTIaaA €€ 110
TOJIOBKE.

— Bce xopoiio, moporas.

JleBouka cresaja HECKOJIbKO POOKMX I1aroB K CTOJIM-
Ky, Y KoTtoporo ee xnana [Toserra.

OKOJI0 CTOJIMKA MaJIbIIIKa OCTAHOBMJIACH I BOIIPOCH-
TeJbHO mocMoTpea Ha [ToerTy.

— Ectb y TebOs Kakass-HUOyAb T100MMas ckazka? — Io-
uHTepecoBajachk [loneTra.

Maubliika rmoxkayvaja rojoBoii. BeipaxkeHue ee Tnyuka
OBUIO HEOOBIYHO CEPHE3HO IS €€ BO3pacTa.

— Tebe HpaButcs «Crigmas KpacaBuiia»?

[leBouKka ejie 3aMeTHO KUBHYJIA.

— D10 Mo# caMas mobuMas ckazka. — PacKpbIB KHU-
ry, [ToneTTra HallLIa CTpaHUIY ¢ KAPTUHKOM, N300paxkaB-
IIE POCKOIIHBIIA 3aMOK, ONYTaHHBINA 3apOCIsIMU BUHO-
rpajga 1 ajbix po3. IJ1a3a qeBoYKM IMPOKO PACIIaXHYJINCh,
U OHa TUXOHBKO axHyJIa.

— IlpaBaa, kpacuBasa kapTuHka? — cnpocuia Ilo-
JIeTTA.

M BHOBB neBOYKa TOJIHKO KMBHYJIA. C MOMEHTA IOSIB-
JICHUS B JIaBKe OHA He IIPOM3HeCsIa HU CJIOBa.

— 4 mucc lTaMmnbTOH. A Kak 30BYT TeOSI? — CITpocuIia
Ilonerra, HagesICh BbI3BaTh MAJIbIIIKY Ha pa3roBop.

JleBouKa TOJBKO MOpPTHYJAa M MOXaJa XyZeHBKUMU
IUICYNKAMU.

— Kak 1ebs 30ByT? — noBTopuia Ilonerra.

Ho manbimka BHOBh HMUYero He orBerwmia. Iloyerra
HUKOIJIa He BCTpedyaja TaKOro 3aCTeHYMBOIO peOCHKA.
MoxeT, oHa Boob1Ie He rooput? OowuHo I[loneTte yaa-
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BaJIOCh Pa3rOBOPUTH CaMbIX POOKMX, HO HE 3Ty IE€BOYKY.
M3 Toro, uro Ilonerra yBuaena, ObUIO SICHO, YTO JEJIO
3[ech He MPOCTO B POOOCTH, MeIlaBIIeil €ii 3aTOBOPUTh.
MoxeT OBITh, ¢ PeOEHKOM OBLIO YTO-TO HenamHo? Bos-
MOXHO, oHa HeMasi? ITpupoaHoe 106onbITcTBO IToneTTh
B3bITpasio. OHa roToBa ObLIA CIIPOCUTH 00 3TOM €¢ OTIa,
HO He3HAaKOMIIaM He 3a7al0T TaKMX JUYHBIX BOIIPOCOB.

ITocne may3sl 3a J€BOYKY OTBETHUJI €€ OTELI:

— Ee 30ByT Mapa.

YyBCTBYsd, YTO BCE BpeMsl pa3roBopa C JIEBOUYKOM
IDKEHTJIBMEH He cITycKajl ¢ Hee Ti1a3, Iloierra rmomHsia
IJIa3a Ha HeTo.

OHu yaepXuBaau B3MIALbL APYT Apyra LOJbLIE, YEM
MIPUHSTO Yy ABYX COBEPIICHHO HE3HAKOMBIX Jiomeil. Ero
TEMHO-3€eJICHbIE IIa3a ObLUIM OITyIIIEHBI TEMHBIMM, HEOObI-
YaifHO JIMHHBIMU I MYXYWHBI pecHuUlaMu. [lo Hel
MpoOekajao Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOEe IIEKOUYyllee YYBCTBO,
eIBa He COPOCHUB CO CTyJIbYMKa, Ha KOTOPOM OHa cujea.

OH ObLT He Tak cTap, Kak IMoKa3ajcsl el moHavany, u
3TO ee yauBWIO. M XOTs Terepb OHa IIPUKUHYIA, YTO €My
He 0oJibllie TPUALIATH, B €ro Ija3ax IocenIach Kakas-To
3actapenast ycTajaocThb. IloTpsiceHHas TpYyCThIO, CBETHB-
IIeics B MX M3yMpyIoHoU riyouHe, IlojerTa omryruia B
9TOM YeJIOBeKe OTPOMHYIO cepAedyHylo 00yb. UTo ¢ HUM
ciayuunochk? ITonaeTra He Morjia 0OBSICHUTH BHE3AITHO HaX-
JIBIHYBIIIYIO OYpIO COUYBCTBUSI, AYIIIEBHOE CMSITEHHE, OX-
BaTUBIIIEE €e.

ITouemy-To TeTieph OH ITOKA3aJICsI €1 COBCEM HE TAKMM
yCTpallamIIM, YeM MUHYTY Ha3a/.

— A Kak 30BYyT Bac, c3p? — ¢ TPyJIOM BLITOBOPUJIA OHA,
OXBauyeHHasl BHE3aITHOM ITOTPEOHOCTHIO Y3HATDH €r0 UMSI.

— IIpoctute MeHs1, Mucc [aMUIIBTOH, — MPOU3HEC OH,
C JIETKMM MOKJIOHOM cHuUMag uuisamny. — f Jleknan Puss.

Hy xoHeuHo! DToT akieHT. Terepb oHa ero ys3Haja.
PuB3, momxHo ObITh, U3 WMpnaHauu. Pa3mblliss, 4To
MorJio npuBecTH ero B JIonaoH, Ilojierra 3actaBuiia cebst
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OTBECTHM B3IJISIA OT €ro TaMHCTBEHHO TIPYCTHBIX IJIa3 U
BHOBbB ITOCMOTpETh Ha pedeHka. Ero pedeHka.

— Mapa — o4eHb KpacuBOe UMs, — MIpoOOpMOTaja
OHa, obpaIasichk K AeBouke. OHa co3HaBaja, YTO IKEHT-
JIbMEH He CBOAUT C Hee I1a3. Hakait ero B3rjsiaa 3acTaBiisil
€¢ YyBCTBOBaTh CeOsI HEYIOTHO. PyKa HEBOJIIBHO IOTSIHY-
JIaCch MOIIPaBUTh COOCTBEHHBIE 30JI0THUCTO-0EI0KYpPhI€ BO-
JIOCHI.

A IeBOYKa OIISITh HE MPOM3HECa HHU CJI0Ba, a JIWIIIb
cMmotpena Ha IloyieTTy TeMHO-3€eJeHbIMU I1a3aMU, HeBe-
POSITHO TTOXOXHMMHK Ha OTLHOBCKHE. OCTOPOXKHO ITPOTSIHYB
PyKy, Mapa crama mepeBopaunMBaTh CTPAaHUIIBI KHUTU,
CJIOBHO 3a4apOBaHHas BOJIIIEOHBIMU UJUTIOCTPALIUSIMU.

— Tak Ha3Baja ee MaTb. — 3BYYHbII MEJIOAUYHbBIN TO-
noc PuB3a cnoBHO okyTbiBan I[lojieTTy, BHOBb BbI3bIBast
CTpPaHHYIO MTOKaJIbIBAIOIIYIO IPOXKb BO BCEM TeJIE.

Martsb. Hy pa3zymeeTcs, y A€BOUKM JOKHA ObITb MaTh...
JK€Ha 3TOro IKeHTIbMEHa.

ITonerra BcTana co cTyjia, HEPBHO OIpaBuUJja MoJioca-

TYIO I0OKY.

— MHe kaxercs, uto Mape HpaBUTCS 3Ta KHMUTIa CKa-
30K. — IloneTra cHOBa cTaja AESTEAbHON IPOAABILIM-
meit. — Mory 4 ele 4To-TO MIPEMIOXUTh BaM CETOIHS,

mucrtep Pu3?

OHa oOHapyxwuia, 4TO OISITh MOTOHYJa B €r0 U3yM-
pPyOHBIX Tiazax, a JleknaH PuB3 oTBeTws1 €il B3IJISIIOM,
IOJIHBIM TaKOM OTYassTHHOM TOCKM, YTO B IPYIAU CXKaJIOCh
cepaue. Kazanoce, oH 0 yeM-To Monui. [loneTre 3axoTe-
JIOCh OTIATh €My 3TO YTO-TO... HO OHa He 3Hazia 4To. OHa
3aTaujia IbIXaHue.

IToueMy 3TOT yesiOBeK Tak ee Oyaopaxku1?

IIpukazaB cBoeMy 4yepecuyp akKTHUBHOMY BOOOpaxe-
HUIO YMOJIKHYTh, IIOTOMY YTO HHUKaK HE MOTIJa MOHSTb,
YTO MpoUCXoaUT Mexay HUMHM, [lonerra pacnpaBuia rie-
yu. Eil ciegyer mobnaromapuTh MX 3a MOcCelleHUe U 3a-
HSITBCS 1eJIoM. BMecTo 3Toro oHa BhITaJIMIA:
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— Bama goun He roBopur? — M TYT Xe moxazea o
CBOEM HEBEXJIMBOCTH.

Hy mouyemy oHa He MOXeT AepXKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe?
CecTpnl BeuHO TBepasaT eii: «He BMemmBaiicsa B mena
npyrux». OHa nplTajach, NpaBaa-Ipasaa, HO Yallle Bce-
ro IIPOCTO HE MOTJIa HMYETro ¢ co00I moaeIaTh 1 Bceraa
BBIITAIMBaJa TO, 4YTO aymaer. [a, ciliyyaaoch, YTO OHa
MOACIYLIMBaga pa3roBOphl, IJIs1 HEEe HE MpeaHa3HauYeH-
HbIe, HO HE CIIEIMaIbHO Xe. B aTOM OHa Obl1a HE BUHO-
BaTa! OHa MPOCTO OYEeHb OCTPO BOCIIPUHMMAJIA U 3aMe-
yaja BC€, UTO IMPOUCXOAUT BOKPYT.

OnHako TakoM MPSIMOM BOTIPOC — 3TO rpyodocTh. IToir-
Has packassHMs1, [ToseTTa yxke XoTesia U3BUHUTLCS 3a CBOU
IUIOXY€ MaHEPHI.

— Omna 6oJIpIlIe HE TOBOPUT, — IPYCTHO IMOKaYall TOJI0-
Boil PuB3. — Ilocie cMepTu cBoeit MaTepy OHa He cKa3ajia
HU €AWHOTO CJIOBA.

— O, nonumato, — npobopmoraina Ilomerra. 3HaunT,
ero Jo4ka oHeMmeJia OT rops Iocjie cMepTu matepu. Kak
TparuyHo! benHas MajbllliKa — TaK paHO MOTEPSITh MaTh!..
A 3TOT IXKEHTJIbMEH IIOTEPSLI KEHY...

C taxko Obrommmcs cepaeM I[lonerra HOBbIMU I1a-
3aMu nocMoTtpena Ha HexkiaHa PuB3sa. /lo Hee Bapyr ao-
IIIJI0, YTO OH HE XKeHarT.

CHoBa ynpeKHYB ce0sl 3a CTOJIb HeJlelble pa3MbIILLIe-
HUsI, OHa HaxXMypujiach. DTOT IKCHTIbMEH €U Jdaxe He
HpaBuTcs. Kpome Toro, 4To oH €ii COBEpIICHHO He3Ha-
KOM, OH CJIMIIIKOM YEPHBI, CIMIIKOM MPAYHbI U CJUII-
KOM TalHCTBeHHBIHA. OHa IIpeArioymraja 0ojiee JerKHX,
0oJiee CUACTIMBBIX U OOLIUTENbHBIX IXKEHTIbMEHOB. Jle-
KJ1aH PUB3 K HUM KaTeropu4ecku He OTHOCHJICS.

— Cmacu60, 9To BBIOpau 1711 Maphl TaKylo XOpOIITyIO
KHUXXKY, — cKa3ajl oH. — MHorma oueHb TPYAHO MOHSITh,
YTO €l HpaBUTCH.

— Bce ManeHbKHME IEBOYKM JIOOST CKa3KM, — He-
CKOJIbKO pacTepsiHHO oTo3Bajach [lonerra. OHa Bce ele
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OlIIyIIlaJIa ero XIy4Wil B3IJIA M 4YyBCTBOBaIa Ce0s1 HEIOB-
KO: He 3HaJjla, Kakoe BIleyaTJieHUe IMPou3Beia Ha HEro... B
CBOEM II0JIOCAaTOM pabodeM IJIaThe. YTPOM OHa, He pa3my-
MBbIBasl, KaK OOBIYHO, 3auyecaja BOJochl HaBepx. OHa He
COMHEBaJIaCh, YTO BCE PaBHO BHITJISIAUT IPUBJICKATEIIb-
HOI1, HO e XOTeJIOCh 3HATh, YTO AyMAET O HEil 3TOT IKeHT-
JIbMEH, TaK HaIIPSKEHHO €€ Pas3IisIblBalOIIMiA.

— Ja. Ewe pa3 cnacu6o.

— Iloxamyiicta. Mory st TOMOYb BaM Ye€M-TO eIlle?

— Bnaromapio Bac, HeT.

— B TakoM cirydae 51 BBIITUIILY BaM CYET.

— MoXeT OBITD, S ellle HEMHOTO OCMOTPIOCH? — TIPO-
MOJIBUJI OH.

— Pazymeetrcs, — kKuBHyna oHa. — Ecau moHamo-
0J110Ch, 51 OyAy B epeaHeii 4acTu JTIaBKU.

M BHOBB PUB3 cMepuJI ee KIyduM B3IJISII0M, KOTOPBIi
npoHu3ai [lonerTty 710 KOHYMKOB maiblieB HOL OT TOTO,
yTo PUB3 oKa3ajicsl BIOBIIOM 1 CMOTpEJ Ha Hee Ila3aMu,
MMOJIHBIMUA HEABYCMBICIIEHHO SIpOCTHOTO ToMJieHusI, y [1o-
JIETTHI IepexBaTwiIo npixaHue. OHa OTBETWIA eMy CIaboit
YIBIOKOH M, 00JIeTYeHHO B3IOXHYB, HaIllpaBWIACh K 0€30-
ITAaCHO raBaHW KOHTOPKM.

3BSIKHY/ KOJIOKOJBYUK IBEPHU, U B JIABKY BOIIIA OYe-
peaHasi moceTUuTebHMIIA, TaK uTo IlojeTTa 3aHsIach 1O~
HWCKaMM HY>KHOTO MUCCUC DO0OT ToMuKa moa3uu. Ho oHa
Bce Bpems ollylliana npucyrcteue deknana Pussa, 6po-
JIUBIIETO CPeIu KHUXKHBIX MOJIOK, ¥ €r0 MOJTYaJIMBOM J10-
yepu, MEJICHHO JIMCTABIICH CTPaHUIIbI KHUTY CKa30K.

IIpomno nonuaca. IToneTrra crosiia y KOHTOPKM, OKM-
Jlasi, 4YTO OH OILJIaTUT NMOKYNKY. HakoHe1 oH HampaBuics K
Hell. Mapa Ij1a 3a HUM II0 IISITaM, IpM:KUMas K Tpyou
KHILKKY.

— BrI Halwm To, 4yTo McKanu? — crpocuia [loneTra.

OH BBITHYJI TEMHYIO OpOBb.

— BbI Bcerna 3agaere HaBoAsIIME BONPOCHI, Mucc Ta-
MUJIETOH?
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— Ilpomry mpomenusi? — Yrto, pagm BCero CBSATOTO,
oH umeeT B Buay? Ionerra He CIIpocuia €ro HU O YeM Ta-
KOM, O YeM He CIipalliiBaja Obl B IOJOOHBIX CAyYasix Apy-
rux IoKymnareseil. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO BeAb Oblia ee
00513aHHOCTb.

OH TOpeCcTHO MOoKadaJl TOJIOBOi, B3IJISIA €TI0 CTajl OT-
YyXI€HHBIM.

— He BaxHo.

Ilonerra BHOBB pacipaBuia miedn. OOBIYHO OHA XO-
pol1I0 pa3drpasach B JIIOASIX U IOHUMaJIa, Yero OHU XOTSIT,
HO MaHepa PuB3a 3acTaBiisijia ee TepsSIThCS U HEPBHUYATb.

— Torma yro k. Ilomararo, 310 Bce.

— Jla, bnaromapio Bac.

He oOpaiiasgs BHMMaHMS Ha €ro MpadHbIii BUA, OHa
MoJjT4a IIPUHSJIA OIUIATY M JIMIIb YIBIOHYJIACh €r0 MUJION
JIOUKeE.

— Thl JOBOJIbHA CBOEI KHUXKKOI, Mapa?

Mapa nocmorpena Ha IloaeTrty cBouMu OOJbIIMMU
3eJICHBIMM TJla3aMM, €€ MpeJeCTHOE HEBUHHOE JIMYMKO,
o0pamMJIeHHOE IMIMPOKMMM TMOJSIMUA IUISINKKM, Ka3aJloCh
ele oyapoBarteyibHee. CUaCTIMBBIN BUI IEBOUYKM O€3 CIIOB
BbIpaxkaJs ee yaoBoJbcTBUE. Eif mMoHpaBUiIach KHUXKKA.

ITonerra yabIOHYyIaCh MUJION TEBOYKE.

— 4 oueHb paga, uTo oHa Tebe HpaBuTcsa. — Ilonerra
CHOBa MnepeBea B3I Ha JleknaHa Pu3a, HagesCh, 4TO
OIIBIT KHUTOTOPTOBIA IIOMOXET €M YCIIOKOMUTBCSI. —
HMmMeiiTe MeHS B BUILY, €CJIM BaM YTO-TO IIOHATO0UTCS.

Barisiabl X BCTPETWINCh, U, KOTJa OHA MOCMOTpea B
ero 3eJICHbIC IIa3a, TaKue HEIPOHHUIIAeMble U IIyOOKMHeE,
ee OyKBaJIbHO COTpPSIC KaKOH-TO CUJIbHBIM TOpbIB. OHa
Jlaxke cJierka COApOrHyaach OT HaKaja 3TOro B3IJjsaa.

— VYBepeH, 4TO TaK U ITOCTYILIIO, — OTBETUJI OH, BHOBb
MPOH3asl €€ B3IJISAIOM, OT KOTOPOIro y Hee Mo KOoxXe 1ooe-
JKaJu MypallKHu.

PactepsinHo MopruyB, IloierTa oTBej1a I1a3a U cTana ¢
JIeJIOBBIM BUIOM ITepeOupaTh JexkaBIline Ha KOHTOpKe Oy-
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Maru. OHa He 3HaJIa, YTO Ha 3TO OTBETUTh. PUB3 pearupo-
BaJI HA caMOe HEBUHHOE €€ 3aMeyaHue Tak, cJoBHO [lo-
JIeTTa MoJpa3yMeBaia ol HUM HEUTO COBCEM MHOE.

OnHa ¢ TpyaoM mpodopMoTaa:;

— bnaromapio Bac 3a TO, YTO IOCETWIM Hallly KHIX-
HYIO JIaBKY.

— Her, 310 51 foxxeH 6i1aromapuTh Bac, Mucc [aMuib-
TOH.

OHa, He OoTpbIBasl B3I, CMOTpEJia eMy BCJe, IToKa
OHU C J0YEPbIO BHIXOAWJIM U3 JIABKU B TYMAHHBIU J€Hb.

[AaBa 2
CAYXH

— Kak cerogHs 1uim aena B 1aBKe? — MOMHTEpeCcoOBa-
nack Konerra IamunbroH. — 4 cobupanach 3ailTu Tyaa
IHeM, Ho y DunIina Havajaach JIMXOpaaKa.

ITonerra obenana BMecTe ¢ ABYMS CECTpaMU U 35ITEM B
aJIeraHTHOM cToJ10BOM [leBoH-Xayca. [leso ObL10 BeuepoM.

— enp B obiieM-To ObL1 xopomum. Hecmorps Ha
Ioxnab. — Mpiciu TloneTTsl CHOBa BEPHYINMCH K THEBHBIM
MOCETUTEISIM JTABKU: TEMHOBOJIOCOMY MPJAH/ALY M €ro MOJI-
yaamBoii godepn. — CeromHs 3aXomuil OYeHb CTpPaHHBII
JKEHTJIbMEH, TTOKYIIaa KHIDKKY UIs1 cBoeli mouku. I1o-moe-
My, oH u3 Upnanauu. Ero MajieHbKast 1o4Ka 04eHb MIJIa, HO
OHa He TTPOM3HeCa HU CJIOBA MOCJIe CMEPTU MaTepU.

— Kak rpyctHo, — nmpobGopmoTana CuaeBIlast Halpo-
TUB Hee Miaaias cectpa MBerra. — OH KpacUBBIi?

Hy xoHeuHo, MBeTTy 00513aT€IbHO 3aMHTEPECYET, Kak
BBIIJISIAE IToceTUTeNh! OHA TOJBKO 00 3TOM U AyMaeT, B TO
Bpems Kak IlojieTTa Haxoausa MHTEPECHBIMU Apyrue, 60-
Jiee NyXOBHbIe KadyecTBa. Ilpu MbICAM 00 MpaaHICKOM
J>XKEHTJIbMEHE OHAa CMOPIIWIA HOCHUK.

— 41 He Ha3Bazia OBl €ro KpacuBBIM, HO U HEJIb3s CKa-
3aTh, YTO OH HEIpPUBJIEKATeIbHbBIN, — Hayaja OHa, BCIO-
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MMHasl €ro HempoHuIlaeMoe, cypoBoe auio. OmHaKo y
Hero ObUIM TakKWe 3eJIeHble IVIa3a... W IMOJIHbIE T'yObl... —
IToxanyii... ITonarao, 4To OH Kpacus.

— ToBopuib, oH 3 Upmanann? — 3anHTEpPEeCOBAaHHO
TrepecIpocuiia cTapias cectpa Kojerra, CBepKHYB Ij1a3a-
mu. — Kak ero nms?

— JlexuiaH Puss.

— JexnaH PuB3? — nepecnpocut JlrocbeH CUHKIIAP,
3a/lepXaB BUJIKY B BO3myxe. boJITOBHSA cecTep SIBHO IIpH-
BJIEKJIa ero BHUMaHMe. TeMHBIe OpoBU MyxXa KomeTThl
CIABUHYJINCH, U OH OKMHYJ [101eTTY OCTPBIM B3IJISIAOM. —
Twr yBepeHa, uTto oH Ha3Bacsa Jexiranom PuB3om?

— Jla, yBepeHa, — kuBHynaa Ilojierra, HemoymeBas,
YTO MOIJIO TaK 3aMHTEPECOBaThb €¢ 35TS. — A IOYKY ero
30ByT Mapa. OHa o4eHb MIJIAsI M XOPOIIEeHbKasI, HO yXKac-
HO nevayibHas. IloueMy ThI CIipaliBaeIb?

JI1ochbeH MOMOXUIT BUJIKY.

— 4 TOIBbKO YTO IMpOYEs KOE-4TO O HEM BO BUepalllHel
razere. TaM HaImMCcaHO, YTO OH KaKOM-TO JIOPA, HO, HECO-
MHEHHO, 3TO TOT CaMBbIi1 YeJIOBEK.

Teneps HacTana ouepenb [1oaeTTh 3agaBaTh BONPOCHI:

— YT0 Xe TOBOpPUTCS O HEM B razere?

— Kak MHe MOMHUTCS, HUYEeTO XOPOIIIeT0, — O0BsIC-
HuJ JItockeH. — MHe He XO4eTCs MOPOYMTh YeJIOBEeKa Ha
OCHOBaHWHM CJIYXOB, HO, KaxeTcsl, €CTh JIIOJU, KOTOpHIE
IMOJ03PEBAIOT €TI0 B YOMICTBE XKEHBI.

VYV TlonerTsl mobexanu Mypalikyd IO CIIUHE, W OHa
HEPBHO BBITIPSIMUJIACE Ha cTyje. Terepb HEYIOTHOE OIIIYy-
LIeHNe, UCIIBITAHHOE €10 IIpU BcTpede ¢ PuB30oM B J1aBKe,
BOBCE HE Ka3aJloCh HallyMaHHBIM. BBIJIO YTO-TO MpayHoOe
1 370Belee B 3ToM Muctepe PuB3e. M oHa ocMmenuiachk
CIIPOCUTD:

— Kak ymepna ero xxeHna?

— KaxeTcs1, TaM YyIIOMUHAJIOCh O ITOXape, — cJierka
MoXaB medaMu, oto3Baics JliockeH. — He momHIO mmon-
pobHocTteil. 1 mpocTo MpomIsAbiBal Ty CTaTEeWKy B
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«TaiimMc», ocobo He BHUMKas. Ho ero ums moyemy-To 3a-
CTPSUIO B ITAMSTH.

V IloneTTsl 3a00J1€710 cepALe PY MBICIINA O MUJIOM Oelo-
KYpOii IeBUYIIIKEe, KOTOpas IepecTaia TOBOPUTh, U €€ OXBa-
TWIa riyookasi nevaib. PeOeHOK OTepsi B OTHE MaTh, U 3TO
CTpagaHue TSLKKO ITOTpsciio ee. Heyskenm cyiiecTBoBajia Be-
POSITHOCTb, YTO B CMEPTH €€ MaTepy BUHOBAT OTell?

— JlaBaliTe MOroOBOPUM O YeM-HHOYAb 0ojee KU3HEe-
pagocTHOM, — BMelllanach, Moplilia Hocuk, MBetra. — He
JIFOOJTIO ST 3TU XKYTKHE UCTOPUU.

— Pazymeetrca. He comHeBatoch, 4To Tebe OoJblie
HPaBUTCS 00CYKIaTh MOJIBI 1 JXKEHTIbMEHOB, — OTKJIMK-
Hynach [lonerra, ¢ pagoCcTbIO MEHSISI TEMY Pa3roBopa.

Ei1, KoHeuHO, X0TeJ0Ch Obl MOOOJIbIIE Y3HATH O TAUH-
CTBEHHOM M YTPIOMOM MUcTepe PrB3e, HO U3BECTHE O TOM,
YTO OH MOXKET ObITh YOMIAIIEH CBOE KeHBI, 3aCTaBUJIO €¢
3aHepBHUYaTh. OOHAKO OHAa IIOMHMJIA, KaK OEepexXHO U
TEIJI0 obpaliajics OH CO CBOEH JA0YEPhIO, U 3TO MENIaio
MMOBEPUTH, YTO OH CITIOCOOEH Ha 3JI0AeICTBO, HECMOTPS Ha
€T0 yCTpalllaloLIiA BULI.

— Her HMYero mioxoro B pa3roBope 0 KpacHUBOI ofe-
XKIe WM KPacHBBIX IKEHTIbMEHAX, — C 3araJo4yHoii
yJIbIOKOI Bo3pasuia MBerra. benokypble BOJOCH ObLIU
VJIOXKEHBI B IIPUYECKY, pAaCCUYMTaHHYIO Ha TO, YTOOBI ee 00-
JIajaTeIbHUIIA BBITJISIACA cTaplie CBOMX jieT. — M omHax-
IIBI S BRIAY 3aMyXK 32 CAMOTO OOTaToro M caMoro Kpacu-
BOTO JKEHTJIEMEHA.

JItochbeH OKMHYJI €€ UPOHUYECKUM B3IJISIAOM.

— M xT0 ke 310 Oymet?

HBetTa ryboko 3amymanach.

— IlpaBo, He 3Ha0. MHe ellle IPeACTOUT BCTPETUTH
TOro, KeM $1 3auHTepecyloch. — OHa B3IepHYJ/Ia U3SITHBII
nondopoaok. — 4 Bce elle B MOKCKE.

— M Oygpelub uckatb, MOKa He HaiAellb? — CHUCXO-
JIUTEJbHO YIbIOHYCS JIIoCcheH.
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— 4l Tak ¥ HaMepeHa NOCTYNMUTh, — KUBHyAa MBeTTa,
He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUS Ha CKENTUYECKUEe B3TISAbI 00eUuX
cecTep. — 3allOMHUTE MOM CJIOBA.

— Yro X, He COMHEBaIOCh, BCE TaK U OyAeT, KOIraa Thl
cTaHellb ITocTtapuie. TeGe Bedb BCEro BOCEMHAILATh,
Meetrra, — ckazana Konerra.

ITocne cmeptu otua 1 00Jie3HUM MaTepu cTapluas ce-
ctpa KoJjietTa B3sij1a Ha ce0s1 MX pOJib B pyKOBOACTBE MJIal -
IIMMHU CECTPAMHU.

— Hda, MHe BoOcCeMHadlaTb, HO s JOCTaTOYHO
B3pocyasi, — He yHuMalach MBerra, ¢ BaKHBIM BUIOM
BCTpsixuBasi JoKoHaMmu. — A TloseTTe yXe ABaaliaTh OMMH.

— MHe nouTu aBanlaTh oauH, — nomnpasuia [loner-
Ta, KaK Bceraa TuarejbHas B AeTaisax. JBaalaTh OauH ei
HCITOJTHUTCS TOJIBKO B CEHTSOpE.

He pearupys Ha monpaBky, BeTTa npomosrkaia:

— OHa 10JKHa OBl YK€ BBIMTH 3aMyx!

— Her, He TIHM MeHS B CBOU PacCyXIeHUsI, — BO3pa-
3uia [Toserta. — MeHs 3aMy>KeCTBO He MHTEPECYET.

— O, Tl Bceraa Tak rOBOPHUILIb, HO 51 TeOe HU YyTOUKHU
He Bepro, — BbIpa3uTesibHO KMBHYyJ1a MBeTTta. — Bceskas
JIeBYIIIKA MEUTAET BLIATU 3aMyXK.

— B stoMm ThHl ommbaeuibcs. — Iloserra BoBce He
CTPEMMIACH K TOMY, YTOOBI KAKO#-TO I>KEHTJIbMEH YKa3bl-
BaJl, UTO €ii AenaTh fHeM U Houblo. HeT, crtacu6o! Eit Hpa-
BWJIOCH XUTh B JIeBoH-Xayce ¢ CeCTpoii 1 ee MyKeM U pa-
0oTaTh B KHMXKHOI aBKe. Konerra u JItockeH maBanu eit
ropasao OoJibllie CBOOOABI, YeM paHblle poauteau. OHU
MO3BOJISLIU €1 YIIPaBJISITh JIaBKOI M BOOOIIE ObITh CaMOii
CcO0O0iA.

Hano 3ametuth, ¢ Tex mop, Kak Koierra BbllLIA 3a
JltockeHa, UX XM3Hb U3MEHWIACH K JIY4IIIEMY, a IIeAPOCThb
35ITS ITO3BOJIMJIA COXPAaHUTh KHIMXKHYIO JlaBKy. Korma mux
OBIIOBEBIlIAsl MaTh pelluia MOKMHYTb JIOHAOH U mepe-
OpaTbCcsl Ha TIOCTOSIHHOE XWUThe B bpaliToH, JliocheH
CUHKI3p NPUTTIACUI CECTEP KEHbBI MTOCETUTHCSI C HUMU B
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