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IhaBa 1

— JlaxyaH, Thl XUB, ApyKuile?

ComMHHUTETbHO. Bojbllle TOoro — B 3TOT MOMEHT Jaxke
HeXeJlaTeJIbHO, XOTsI 00JIb OT paHbl CKOpee Hagoeaasa, YeM
myumia. JlaxiiaH Makrperop Jiexan Ha 3emJjie; KpOBb BITH-
TEIBajIach B AepH. OH ITOHMUMAJI, YTO CMEPTEILHYIO paHy I10-
Jlyduiia ero TopAOCTb: IPOTUBHO, KOTAa J3paa KjiaHa Mak-
TPErOPOB BBIHYKIAIOT MPUCOSAUHUTHCS K OOBIKHOBEHHBIM
rpaburessiM. Ho To, 94To OH MMeJ IIyIoCThb MOJyYUTh paHe-
HUe, BOOOIe HU B KaKHe BOPOTa He Jie3eT.

— JlaxnaH? — cHoOBa HACTOWYMBO OKJIWUKHYJ OOWH U3
YJICHOB €ro KJIaHa.

— Jla Bpoze He TIoMep, TaK YTO He B3Iymall TalluTh Moe
Tesio nomoii, Pananba. I1ycTh THHET TYT, KaK OHO TOTO U 3a-
CITy>KUBaeT.

ITo apyryio cTOpoHy OT HEro KTO-TO HETPOMKO paccme-
siICS.

— Hy Bor, 3ps TpeBoxuiics, Pananbn, — ckaszan JIxu-
JleoHaH Makrperop. — Pa3Be MOXHO cepbe3HO MOBPEIUTH
3Ty OTPOMHYIO TYIIy OXHUM KPOIIEYHBIM KYCOUYKOM CBHMH-
11a U3 MUCTOJIETa KAKOTO-TO aHIJIMYaHUIIKKU?

Jlaxnan xmblkHyJI. PaHanba, yOenuBIINUCH, YTO JIBP.H
KWB, B3IOXHYIL.

— Jla g He OosicsI, — IIPOTOBOPMJI OH OJHOBPEMEHHO
XBaCTJIMBO U ¢ obyeryeHueM. — TOJIbKO KaK Mbl B3IPOMO3-
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I1M ero Ha jomanb? Eciu oH cam He BCTaHET, eMy M IIpaBaa
TIPUIETCS 31eCh THUTH: BEIb €T0 JaXe BABOEM HE TTOTHSITH!

— Hy, TyT BomHOBaThCsT Heuero. S mMpuUmoMMHAIO, Kak
MBI OMHAXKIHI pa3BeIN OTOHB Y €T0 HOT — OH OBUI TOT/IA ellle
COBCEM MOJIOIBIM. YIMBUTEILHO, IO YeTO TTPOBOPEH ObIBA-
eT JaXke TaKOW TpoMMJIa, KaK cTapimmii Makrperop, ecim...

JlaxyiaH TMX0 3apblYaj: OH XOPOIIO TTOMHIUI 3TO TIPOMC-
mrectBue. JIXXKMIEOHaH CHOBa paccMesuics, a Paranbm mipu-
IIEJTKHYJT SI3BIKOM M CEPhE3HO 3aMETHIT:

— He cran 65l g1 3TOTO NenaTh, Ky3eH. OTOHb yKaXKeT aH-
TJIMYaHaM, TIIe MBI HAaXOIUMCS, €CJIM OHU, IypaKH, elle Hac
WIIIYT.

— BepnHo. Hukakoro orHsi 1 He MOHaI00UJIOCH Obl, €ClIU
OBI JI3pI, MOXKIAJICST HAIIIETO BO3BPAIICHMS TOMOM, a TIOTOM
yaKe TIafall co CBoei KoHTH. Ho skmaTth OH He CTall M BOT Te-
nepb JeXUT TyT. MoXelllb YTO-HUOYb MPeaT0XUTh?

— Mory, — 3amanpuuBo orBeTwa Jlaxman. — f mepeno-
Malo BaM 00OWMM IIIeH, U TOTaa OyaeM THUTh 31eCh BTPOEM.

O0a ero pognya 3HajM, YTO OTPOMHBIN pocT Jlaxiana —
11ecTh (hYyTOB U CEMb TIOMMOB" — OOJIE3HEHHAsI Il HETO Te-
Ma. OHM TTOMHAYMBAJIA €T0, YTOOBI OH Pa303JIMJICS, HO He Ha-
CTOJIBKO, YTOOBI X TIPUKOHYUTD, M BCTAJI CAMOCTOSITENTHHO.

IToka 6BUTO HEMOHATHO, HACKOJIBKO OH Pa303JIUJICs, TI0-
aToMy PaHanbn ckaszair:

— Ecau TeI He Bo3paxkaennb, Jlaxian, MHE He XOTeJIOCh
Obl THUTH TaK OJIM3KO OT rpaHMLbI ¢ AHIIMel. BoT HaBep-
Xy, B Topax, s ObI COINIacwiIcs, HO 31ech, B HU3MHe... Her,
MHE 3TO He TI0 HyTpYy.

— Torma 3aTKHUTECHh W JaliTe HEMHOTO TIPUITH B CeOSI.
MozkeT, s caM CMOTY CeCThb Ha JIOIIAMb.

IIpennoxeHue ObLIO BCTPEUYEHO ITOJHBIM MOJYAHUEM.
Hapmo momaraTh, oHM pa3pellllyii eMy OTIOXHYTh, HO Oena
B TOM, YTO OH He OBUI yBEpEH, OCTAJIMChH JIU Yy HETO CHUJIBI,

* IBa mMeTpa.



oTabixaii — He oTabixail. C Kaxmoil MUHYTOM OH ciaded,
cuiibl mokuaanu ero. Yeprosa paHa. Eciu Obl OH He MOUYyB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK MyJsl BOIILJIA B HETr0, OH Obl HE MOT C YBEpEH-
HOCTBIO CKa3aTb, YTO PaHEH B Ipydb. Tejlo OHeMeJIo elle 10
TOTr0, KaK OH PYXHYJI C JIOIIAAu.

— CnopuM, OH CHOBa pa3MeyuTacsl, IOTOMY €ro U To/-
CTpeJIUIU, — OISITh CTaJl ToAHAUYMBaTh JXKUJJIeoHaH, Korna
yepe3 HECKOJILKO MUHYT JlaxyiaH Tak U He CABUHYJICS C Me-
crta. — OH yXe OoJibllle TOAa COXHET IO PbIXKel KpacoTke,
KOTOPYIO YKpaJl y Hero aHTJIMYaHMIIIKA.

Jlaxyian nmpekpacHO MOHUMAJI: er0 POAUY MBITAETCS CHO-
Ba NpoOYAUTb B HEM THEB, UTOObI OH HAKOHell BcTal. U, uepT
noJepu, eMy 3TO YAalI0Ch, IOTOMY UTO clioBa /[>kunieoHaHa
OB YMCTOM IIPaBIOM.

Korna B Hero cTpesisiyiv, OH ObLUT HOTPY>KEeH B MBICIIH O Kpa-
caBulle MeraH ¢ OrHEHHO-PbIKMMHU BOJIOCAMU Y OFPOMHBIMU
TEMHO-CUHUMH IJIa3aMu — 00Jiee KPacUBOM JeBYIIIKM OH He
Bcrpevan. OH aymall o Hell BCIKUIA pa3, KOTJa OHU BBIXOAM -
JIM Ha rpabexku K rpaHulle AHTJIUU, IIOTOMY UYTO UMEHHO TYT
OH ee BCTpeTua — u norepst. KoHeuHo, 1 B Apyroe Bpemst
OH BCIIOMMHAJI €€, HO 3TO OBbLIO €ro JIeJio, U APYTrUM COBaTh-
Csl HEYEro, KaKyro OBl LIeJIb OHU HU IIPECICI0BAIIN.

— OTO0 o yKpall ee y aHIJIMyaHuHa, — nmpoMsamiini Jlax-
JIaH, — a OH TOJIbKO 3a0pan ee ooparHo. CoBceM HE OIHO
U TO Xe.

— 3abpan o0OpaTHO M XOPOIIEHLKO TeOS ITOKOJIO...

HamomuHaHue 3aciyXvBajo XOpollel oIieyxu, U yaap
JlaxjiaHa, HECMOTpsI Ha TO YTO OH OY€Hb Ocyabes1, MoBaIuI
I>xunneoHaHa, CTOSIBIIErO Ha 4eTBepeHbKax. ToT yrmai,
W3YMJIEHHO KPSIKHYB, XOTSI UMEHHO TaKOl peakKiiu OT CBO-
ero JI3paa U 100uBacs.

CupgeBiiuii mo npyryo cropoHy PaHanba paccMesiics:

— IlpekpacHo, Jlaxnan! A tenepb, €Cciii THI TaK Xe pe3-
BO B3rPOMO3/UIIILCS HA CBOIO JIOLIAAKY, Mbl JOCTaBUM Te0sI
JoMoii, uToO6bl Hecca 3aHsiiach TBoeil paHOIA.
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Jlaxnan 3actoHan. JIxkuiseoHaH HaOpocujics Ha Pa-
HaJIbaA:

— Tbl uTO, NTapeHb, He B cebe? A Obl KUHYJICS B IPYrylo
CTOPOHY, TOJIbKO OBl U30exaTh 3a00T Hecchl. CHauaa Bce-
ro TebsT clle3aMM BHIMOYMT, TTOTOM PYraHUW He oOepenrbes.
Ox, Hy 10 Y4ero e IMPOTUBHO!

Pananbn npumnomHsii 6poBb:

— Tol gymaelllb, oHa OyIeT TUPAHUTD J3pAa’?

— KoneuHo, 6ynet, — npodopmotan JlaxnaH, a mpo ce-
0s1 nob6aBwi: «M momesoM MHe 3a Moo mIynocTh». C 3Toi
MBICJIBIO OH MepeKaTUJICS CO CIMHBI Ha XXMBOT M BCTaJl Ha
yeTBepeHbKU. B razax nmormisLio... besnyHHass Houb — 4TO
MOXeET OBITh Jyullle aJisi pa3ooiiHukoB! Ho pa3boii u mio-
GOBHOE TOMJIEHHE SIBHO TUIOXKE TOBAPUIIN, Hago ObI BIIPEIb
paznensath ux. KoHeyHo, eciii OH BOOOIIE IepeXruBET 3TO
(uacko. — Beaute MeHsI K 9TOMY KaJKOMY KUBOTHOMY, —
MOMNPOCUJI OH pOINYECH.

Te monbiTanuch MoMoyb eMy BcTaTh. Ho oHM Oouibliie
MeIIIaJIv, YeM ITOMOTaJIX, ¥ OH C CEPIUTHIM PHIKOM OTTOJIK-
HyJ o6oux. KakuM-To 06pa3oM eMy yaajaoch CECTh B CEIJIO,
a ero poguyaM — MOCTaBUTH ero Jomoii. [Totom oH He mMor
BCIIOMHUTD JOJTHUH, TSDKEJBIM MyTh U OCTAHOBKH, BO Bpe-
M KOTOPBIX OHU TIEPEBSI3bIBAIM €My paHy, ITOKa J0 Hee He
nmoopanacek Hecca.

Ho Bckope oHa Bce-Takm gobOpajach IO Hee — W IO
HETO, W TIPOIIUIM yXKAacHBIC TPU HEHeIH, TIpekae 9eM OHa
ocTaBMIIa ero B Tokoe. Hecca moueMy-To BoobOpasuia, Oy-
TO BM0GeHa B JlaxyiaHa, n yoenuiia ceOsl B TOM, YTO OHM
paHO WU TO3THO TTOXEHATCS, XOTS OH HUKOTHA eif Hude-
ro He obemrai. IToxoxe, el ObLIO JOCTATOYHO TOTO, YTO OH
0oJIblIIe HU 3a KEM He yXaXXuBaJjl. A KOrja eMy OBIJIO yXasKM-
BaTh? OH ObLI ellle TaK I0H, a Ha HEro Jierja 3aboTa 0 BceM
KJaHe!

Hecca xuna B ero gjome, Kak ¥ MHOTME APYTUe YJIEHbI
ki1aHa. OH 3Haj ee YyTh JIU He BCIO XKU3Hb: KOrna OHU Obl-
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JIM MaJIeHbKUMU, TO BMECTE UTpajii, a KOrJa OH MOB3pocies
W HavaJl MHTEpPECOBaThC JAEBYIIIKAMM, OHA CTajla TIOMEXOM,
MOTOMY YTO B HEW OH IO-TIPEeXHEMY BUIEJ JUILb MpUSITE-
Jisi-copBaHlia. OHa ObljIa Ha MSITh JIET MOJIOXE €To (EMY yxkKe
WCIIOJIHWJIOCH NBaAlLATh 1IECTh) U AbSIBOJBCKU BCITBLILUM-
Ba. Eii mpuiutoch B3sITb B pyKU BCE JOMAIHEE XO3SIMCTBO,
KOrja ero otel yMmep, a Mauexa coexana co BCEMM LIEHHO-
CTIMU MaxrperopoB M TeM caMbIM OOpeKJia ero Ha XXW3Hb
pa30oiiHUKa.

OH ckazan KkpacaBule MeraH, 4To BCe €ro nMpeaku Obl-
JI1 pa300ifHUKAaMU, HO 3TO ObLJIO HEMpaBaoil. YKe OoJibliie
JBYXCOT JIET HUKTO U3 €r0 POIHU He BBIXOIUJI 10 HOYaM Ha
OOJIBIIIYIO AOPOrY, Aa Y paHblle OHU TpUOeraiu K 3ToOMy,
CKOpee 4TOOBI AOCAAUTh IPYTMM KJIAHAaM, YeM ITOTOJIHUTD
cyHayku. OcHoBoli 6oratcTBa MakrperopoB IMOCTYKWIU da-
PBI KOpoJieli, HECKOJBKO BBITOIHBIX CACTIOK Y BBIMTPHIII O~
HOTO yIa4IMBOTO UTPOKA, HO HY>KHO OBLIIO HEMAJIO CPENICTB,
YTOOBI PEMOHTUPOBATh CTApUHHLIN 3aMOK, yCTpauBaTh Oec-
YHCJIeHHBIE CBaAb0Obl M 00€CIIeunBaTh BCeX HEOOXOAUMBIMU
JIJIs1 HOPMaJIbHOM >XKW3HU BelllaMU.

Heb6onbline ypoxan LEJIMKOM 3aBUCENIM OT TMOTOAHBIX
YCJIOBW, HEMHOTOUYMCIIEHHbIE CTaa OBEll U KPYMHOTo po-
raToro cKota He MOIJIM NPOKOPMUTh HEMAIYIO CEMbIO —
TakK ObUIO BCeraa. A eIMHCTBEHHOE MpeanpusTue, KOTopoe
KaXIbli TOA TMPUHOCUJIO UM HAJIWYHbIE I€HbIU, JOIHYJIO.
W Bce xe oHM Mo OBI HEMJIOXO XXKUTHh, €C O He JIean
YunHudopen.

JlaxyiaH HauMHaM 3JIMThCS BCAKUM pa3, Koraa BCIIOMU-
HaJl, 4To cjesajia ¢ KJIaHOM ero madexa. OHa He BOCIUTHI-
Bajla MaJlbuyMKa, XOTs Mpoxwuia B 3aMKe Kperopa He oauH
rofl, TOKa OH ObLI ellle IoHIIOM. JIBeHaalaTh JeT oHa Oblia
3aMyeM 3a ero oTuoM. JlaxjiaH He UCTBIThIBAI K HEeil aH-
TUMATUM, OHA TIPOCTO ObLia YacThlo JaHamadTa; U3peaka
yJbI0anach MaJlbuMKy, HO HE OOJbIlle: OHA HE Aymaia HU
0 KOM, KpoMe cebsl 1, KOHEYHO, €ro oTIia.
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HukTo HUKOTIA HEe MpUHSI OBl €€ 32 BOPOBKY — HO OHa
eto okazajach. He npoliio v Heneau co AHs CMEPTH €ro OT-
11a, KaK OHa BAPYT MCYE3Jia, a C HEI0 MCHapuIoCh HACe -
ctBo JlaxnaHa. Ee uckanu 6osbliie roja, HO He OOHApYXUJIU
HUKaKUX cjieg0B. MOXHO ObUIO MPEANoJ0XUThb, YTO BOPOB-
CTBO M 0eTCTBO OBUIM 3apaHee CITIAHMPOBAHbI, TTPOTyMaHbI
1o nochaeaHeit neranu. Ho cuurtaTh Tak 3Ha4YMJIO ObI ouep-
HATD ee ellle O0Jblie, XOTs, Ka3aJloch, OOJIbIlIe HEKYAA.

Tenepb, Tpu roja crycts, 3aMoK Kperopa paspyiuaics,
noroMy 4to JlaxjiaHy He yaaBajoCch TOOBITh JOCTATOYHO Jie-
HeT Y TeX HEeMHOTMX aHTJWYaH, KOTOPBIX OH Tpabui y rpa-
Huubl. Ho TeM He MeHee OH oTKa3bIBajiCs Oparh OOJBIIIE,
MOTOMY 4YTO OOSsLICS MO-HACTOSIIEMY Pa3OpUTh TeX, y KO-
r0 OTHUMAJI IeHbI'U, — ITyCTh JaXe 3TO OBLIM BCero-HaBce-
To aHTJIMYAHUIIKA. Y BOT CBagbOBI OTKIIAIBIBAJINCh, a YJIe-
HBI KJIaHa, BCIO >KU3Hb MPOXUBIIME B 3aMKe WM Ha 3eMJIsIX
Makrperopa, mokugaau XamsHac”.

OH ¢ MOJIOABIX HOTTEH YCBOWJI OOSI3AHHOCTU IO OTHO-
LIEHUIO K KJIaHy, HO HUKOTJa He AyMaJ, YTO BHE3aIHO pa-
30puTcsd. B nBaauarh Tpy roga Ha HEro CBaJMjiach HEIo-
cuwibHas Homa. Ceityac, Kkorga eMy ObUIO JBalaTh 1IECTb,
MOJIOXKEHUE CTajo ellle XyXe, a OH He MOT MpUIyMaTh HU-
Yyero, 4To He MpETUJIo Obl eMy ellle 0oJibllle, YeM Ipabexu.
OH yxe 3ajie3 B JOJIM K HEMHOTMM CBOMM 3a’KMUTOYHBIM
poacTBeHHUKaM. M Bce Oosiee MM MeHee LieHHOe, YTO Ha-
1IJIOCh B 3aMKe, JaBHO YXe MpoJaiu.

ITonoxeHue ObLIO He3aBUAHOE. BoT mouemy, elie He
yCIIEB OINPABUTLCA OT paHbl, JIaxylaH BBI3BaI HA COBEIIaHNE
CBOMX CaMbIX OJIM3KUX MOMOIIHUKOB ¥ COYYaCTHUKOB Ipe-
crytuieHud — JxxuneoHaHa n PaHanbaa.

JI>xunieoHaH, TporOpoaHbii OpaT JlaxjiaHa, ObLT HA He-
CKOJIbKO JIeT crapiue ero. PaHanba, euie 6ojee maibHUM

* Xaitnsuac (anes. Highlands) — cesep u cesepo-zaman Ilor-
JIaHTAH.



POACTBEHHUK, ObUT Ha roa Mojoxe. OHU XUJIU HE B 3aM-
Ke — y 000ux nmo0Jn30CTH ObLIM COOCTBEHHBIE AOMAa, XO-
TSI Yallle BCETO MX MOXHO ObLJIO HATU psiioM ¢ JlaxiaaHow.
Bot u B TOT 00XMUratolie XoJoaHbII HOSOPbCKUIT Beuep OHU
o0enanu ¢ HUM.

JlaxylaH momoxxaan okOHYaHUs Gojiee 4yeM CKPOMHOM
Tpare3bl U OObSIBUII:

— Hwuuero He nmonyyaercs.

Hpy3bs 3apaHee ObLIA MpenynpexXaeHbl, O YeM IOoNaeT
pasroBop, — pa3bSICHEHUI He MOTpeOOBaIOCh.

— Bce Hemoxo 1110, TOKa Thl HE MOJYYWI MyIl0, —
Bo3paswi PaHanbm.

— Mos paHa He UMeeT HUKAKOTO OTHOILIEHUS K OUeBUI-
HoMy. ITocmoTpu Bokpyr, Pananba, — ckasai JlaxiaH u mmo-
Bropua: — Huuero He mosydaercs.

He Hago ObLIO OCOOEHHO MPUIJISIABIBATHCS, YTOOBI 3a-
METHUTh IISITHA Ha CTeHaX TaM, TIe KOrma-To BHMCEIW Kap-
TUHBI, OIlyCTeBILIUI OydeT misa dapdopa, OoTCyTCTBUE Ha
CTOJIe XpYCTaJIbHBIX 1 cepeOpsiHbIX KyOKoB. KoHeyHO, Bce
3TO MCYE3JI0 TaK JABHO, YTO, MOXET OBITh, €T0 IPY3bs yXKe
3a0bITM, KaK BBIIVISIAC]T OOC€IEeHHBIN CTOJ IPH XU3HU OTIA
JlaxnaHa.

— ThwI xouelb cka3aTh, UTO MBI 0OJIbIIIE HE OydeM Ipa-
outs? — crpocwi JXXKWieoHaH.

— S xouy ckaszaTbh: Kakoii B 3ToM cMbici? Ham Bcero
ONWH pa3 yaajoch MPUBE3TH JOMOM KollejeK, KOTOPOro
XBaTWUJIO HeHanoiro. Mbl ye3xkaeM Io 1IeCTh WIU CEMb pa3
B Mecsll — a pe3yJibTaTra IMOYTH HUKAKOTO.

— Y1y, MHEe U caMOMYy HaJl0eJIM 3TU pa3be3bl, OCOOCH-
HO B Takoe BpeMs roga, — comiacuicsl JXKujjeoHaH. —
Ho Benb Mbl HUKOIJIA 3TUM JI€JIOM BCEpbe3 HE 3aHUMAJIUCh.
Tak, mpocTo 1IaJIOCTH.

JlaxnaH cornacuics. Iloka ero He MOACTPEMIIM BO Bpe-
Msl TOCJIeAHEeN BbIJIa3KUM, OHM CKOpee pa3BlieKauCh, HO
peyb 1u1a He 00 STOM.



— A ecim MBI 3aliMeMcsl 3THMM Ha ITOJTHOM cCepbese,
JIXvJuT, MBI CTaHEM BOpaMM, — cKasai JlaxiaH.

JXvuteoOHaH YIWBICHHO TTOTHSIT OPOBB:

— A ceiiyac MBI He BOpBI?

Pananba XMBIKHYIT:

— 4 cumTato, yTo OpaTh y aHIIMYAHUILIEK — HE BOPOB-
CTBO.

JlaxnaH HeBOJIbHO YIBIOHYIICS. [la, 3TO OBLIO TTPOCTO pa3-
BieyeHueM. Ceifuac IIOTJAAHILLI M aHIVIMYaHE Bpole He-
TUIOXO JIAAWJIM, HO B Jyllle BCE PaBHO OCTaBaJIUCh Bparamu.
Ilo kpaiiHeli Mepe IIOTAaHILIbI-TOPLIbI U T€, KTO XMW y Ipa-
HUII, OHU CTOJIbKO BpeMEHH Tpabujiv aHMIMYyaH, 4To IO-
JIPYroMy Ha HMX U CMOTpPeTh He Morjiu. Ha rpaHulie Bpax-
Ja Obl1a Mo-TpexXHeMy CWIbHA, U HeApYXeao0ue BbheJOoCh
B IyIlly, TiepeaaBasiCh U3 MOKOJEHUS B TIOKOJICHHE.

— Mbpl pemwin ctaTh pa3doHMKaMM, KOrda jaena o0-
CTOSUIM €llle He TaK IUIOXO, — HaIlOMHWJI Apy3bsiM Jlax-
naH. — Ho ceityac MBI JOIUIM A0 PYYKM, M HAIO MPUIY-
MaTh YTO-TO, MHAYe MBI ToTepsieM 1 Kperopy.

— Th1 yTo-TO 3amyman? — caopocui I XuaieoHaH.

JlaxyiaH B3OOXHY:

— Her, HO, KaKk Bcerga, s TOTOB IPUCIYIIAThCSI K Ba-
M COBETaM.

Pommun ycTpomnnch noynooHee. JIXKunieoHaH B30aJIThI-
BaJl B OJIOBSTHHOM KpYy:KKe JIellleBeHbKOe BUHO, PaHamb 3a-
KWHYJI HOTY Ha TTOMIOKOTHHK KpecJa. JIaxiiaH 3aJ10XWI py-
KH 3a TOJIOBY, TOTOBSICH OTMECTH TIPEIJIOKEHMSI, KOTOPEIE
MIPUIYTCS €My He IO BKYCY.

— CnbIxan s, 4To B Kakoli-To TaM KanudopHuu Hauuim
30510T0, — 3aMeTu PaHanba. — OrpoMHbIe CaMOPOJIKU TaK
U BaJISIIOTCSl HA 3eMJyle — NIPUXOAU U Oepu.

JlaxnaH mpumnoaHsaa 6poBb, HO He ycrea HUYEero cka-
3aTh — JI>xuiineoHaH noanepxan PaHanbna:

— VYry, g ToxXe clblllan 00 3TOM, HO cTapluuii Makrpe-
rop He MOXET MYCTUThCS B TaKoe AaJeKOoe MyTelleCTBUE
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1 OpOCHUTh pomgHBIe MecTa. MBI, HaBepHOE, MOTJIM OBI ITO-
cJlaTh Ty/a KOTO-HUOYIb U3 WICHOB KJaHa, YTOObI OHU T10-
CMOTpEJIH, UYTO K UeMy. ApHaJIbIy XOUeTcs ITyTeIIeCTBOBATh,
M ero OpaT Mor ObI moexaTh ¢ HuM. Ho Benpb mpoiiaeT MHO-
TO MecSIIeB, TTPeXIe YeM MBI TTOJIyYUM OT HUX BecTOuKy. He
MOXEM K€ MbI BCE 3TO BpeMsI CUAETh CJI0Xa PYKU U XKIAaTh.

JlaxyiaH 1 cam Bce 3TO TTIOHMMAJ, TaK UYTO HUYETO He CTal
JI00aBIISITh, a TOJILKO KMBHYJ. CKazaTb I10 mpaBje, eMy Obl-
JIO KaJib, YTO OH He Modcem OTIPABUTHLCS B AaieKOe IyTe-
mectBue. Ho JIxunneoHaH ObLT COBEpIIEHHO IpaB: Kak
IIaBa KJIaHa OH 00sI3aH OCTaBaThCsl TTOOIMU30CTH.

— CornaceH, — BCTynui PaHanaba, — MBI MOXeM Mepe-
TOBOPUTH ¢ ApHAIBLIOM HAacUYeT TOTO, HEe XOUET JIX OH OTIIpa-
BUTHCS UCKATh 30JI0TO, a TeEM BpeMeHeM... MHe yxXe paHb-
11Ie MPUXOAUJIO 3TO B TOJIOBY, HO ToTAa s peiuu, yTto Jlax-
JIaH CJIMIIIKOM MOJIOI.

— Yto?

— ZKeHa. D-3... TO ecTh Hoeamas XeHa.

JlaxjaH BBIpa3uTENIbHO 3aKaTWjl IJia3a, He cOoOUpasiCh
MPUHUMATb BCepbe3 Takoe npemioxeHue. Ho JIxxunneoHaH
MoJaJics BIieped U BOCTOPKEHHO BOCKIMKHYIL:

— VYry, otnuyHo, Pananpa! Y BooOuie mopa Jlaxmany
MMoAapUTh HAM HACJIETHWKA, YTOOBI MBI €T0 OAJIOBAJIH.

— W rme g TyT oThIILy OoraTylo xxeHy? — crpocui Jlax-
JlaH, KOTOPOMY COBCEM He€ TOHPaBUJIOCh TaKoe Ipemsio-
SKEeHUE.

— B nammx Mecrax 60oratoif HeBeCThI He Halenb — Bce
npocsatanbl. Ho Ha tore...

Jlaxnan nepebu:

— Ha paBHMHaxX HeBeCT-HACIETHUIT TOXEe HEMHOTO.

— Jla, HO B AHIJIMU UX CKOJIBKO YTOAHO, a A0 AHIVIMU
MOXHO 10eXaTb BEPXOM BCETro 3a HECKOJIBKO ITHE — He Ha-
JI0 MIEperibIBaTh OKeaH.

JlaxyaH cxxan 3yObl: Apy3bsl, IIOXOXE, HE COOMPATIUCH OT-
Ka3bIBaThCSI OT 3TOM MBICIIN.
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— XKeHa-aHrnMyaHka? — MpPeHeOPEeXUTETbHO XMBbIK-
HYJI OH.

— TBoli IBOIOPOIHBIN HOen AHIyC HUYEro 3a30pHOTO
B BTOM HE€ BMJIEJI, — IMOCIIeIIN HAaTIOMHUTb eMy PaHanb.

— Jleayuika AHryc, MUp Tpaxy ero, ObL1 BIIOOJEH, —
otBeTu JlaximaH. — B Takux ciydasix BO3MOXHbI UCKIIIO-
YEeHMUsI.

— M TBI pa3Be He caeliag Obl TOTO XK€, eCIM Obl IIPUTJIS-
HyJicsl KpacaBulie MeraH? — Bospasuna JlXuieoHaH. —
Hackonbko 51 moMHIO, OHa camasi YTO HU Ha €CTb aHIJIu-
YyaHKa.

JlaxnaH maxe mokpacHes: 9To Oblia yrcTtas npasaa. OH
nonpocuy MeraH BBIMTH 3a HEro 3aMyX B MEpPBbIE XK€ MU-
HYTBI MX BCTPEUM, a KOrma OHa cpa3y ke oTKaszajach, yBe3
ee ¢ coboii, yToObl OHa Tepeaymaia. M, MOXeT ObITh, eMy
yIaJIoCh OFI ee IepeyoeIuThb, €CIU Obl €€ XKeHUX TaK OBICTPO
ux He HarHaja. Ho oHa Obula UMEHHO MCKJI0YeHUeM. Ta-
KOI KpacuBOM JEBYIIKU, KaK OHA, OOJIbIlIe HUTJE HE Haii-
JEIIb.

IIpaBo, OHM Xe BEOyT peub O XKeHe — O XEHIIUHE, ¢ KO-
TOpPOW OH BBIHY>XJIEH OyIeT XXUTb 10 KOHILIa cBoux aHen! Ko-
HEYHO, JIPI JOJDKEH WATU Ha OIpeleIeHHbIC KEPTBHI pa-
IV CBOETO KJIaHA, €CIM OHU HEOOXOMMMBI, HO TaKasl KepT-
Ba, 10 €r0 MHEHMI0, Obla Obl YK uepecuyp. K Tomy xe oH
BCErja cuuTaj, YTO XXeHUTCS] Ha JIeBYIIKe, KOTopas MoHpa-
BUTCS €My, a He KJIaHy.

OH HeAOBOJBHO CIPOCUI:

— Bbl cuuTaete, 4TO 51 >KE€HIOCH Ha JII0OOI Goraroii He-
BecTe?

— Her, HUuyTh, — ycnokoun ero JxxunneoHaH. — Mbl
MPOCTO AYMaeM, YTO CpelM IIOTAAHACKUX NEBYIIEK OYEHb
MaJio OoraThIX HEBECT. A Terepb 3amyMaics 06 aHrIMYaHax
U O TOM, KaK OHM 3aXXKMTOYHO XMBYT. Ecii TaM Takoil xo-
polrii BbIOOp, MoueMy Obl Tebe He MOMbITaThCs HANTH He-
BECTY IO cepally?

12



CnoBo «cepaue» 3actaBujio JlaxjiaHa cCHOBa BCLIOMHUTh
0 MeraH. Brimiia 11 oHa 3aMyX 3a CBOETO XXeHUXa-aHTJIN-
yanuky? He mo06oit mo6er B I'petHa-I'puH, Kyna oHu Ha-
MPaBJISUINCh TOTHa, KOHYAeTCs XeHUThLOoI. HekoTtophie
yCIIeBarOT BOBpeMST OITIOMHUTBCS. Ho ¢ Tex TTop mporen yxke
Heblii roa. Eciu oHa He BhILLIA 3aMYXK 34 TOTO, C KEM MPU-
exana B IlloTnanauio, To MOYTU HaBepHsKa BhIIILJIA 33 KO-
ro-HuOynb eue. A ¢ Apyroit cropoHsl — Bapyr HeT? Cro-
WUT OTIPABUTLCS B AHIJIUIO XOTSI Obl paay TOrO, UTOOBI 3TO
BBISICHUTD.

M Bce ke OH HAITOMHU:

— Bbl He mpUHMUMAaETe B pacueT, YTO caM sl — KEHUX He-
3aBUIHBIN.

PaHanbn TONbKO QBIPKHYI:

— ThbI U3 cebs mapeHb XOTb Kyda, KpacHBee He HalIelllb.
ITo Tebe CTOIBKO AeBYIIEK COXHET — Thl AaxKe MpPeaCTaBUTh
cebe He MOXKEeIlIb!

Yrto mpaBaa, TO IpaBla — BHELIHOCTH Yy JlaxiiaHa ObLia
MIpUBJIeKaTeIbHAs: 30JIOTUCTO-KAIITAHOBELIEC BOJIOCHI, CBET-
JIO-3eJIeHbIe TIa3a, UCKPUBIIMECSI CMEXOM, KpPAaCUBBIE Uep-
THI Tulia. Hemano meByIieK B3ObIXaao IO HEMY.

— HaBepHoe, OH MMeeT B BUAY CBOIi OTPOMHEBIM pPOCT,
Pananbn, — HepemmTebHO TTpOoroBopmil JIXKieoHaH. —
HeByIeK-MabIlieK OH W TIpaBIa MOXET HaIyraThb.

O4YeHb BBICOKUI POCT M KPEMKOe CIOKEHUE, YHACTIEo0-
BaHHBIC OT OTIIA, BCETAa OCTaBaJIUCh T JlaxiiaHa G0IBHBIM
BOTIPOCOM.

— 4 umen B BUy, 9YTO Yy MEHS HET HU TPOIIIa 3a TyIIoi! —
OTPBI3HYJICS OH.

Tyt 0b6a ponnya Bo3MyIIeHHO (GBIpKHYIH, a JxKmieo-
HaH PELINUTEbHO MOIBITOXIII:

— Tw1 xe mopa kiaHa Makrperopos, mapeHs! bosbiie
HUYEro U He HaJ0, YTOObI CJBITh 3aBUIHBIM KEHIXOM.

Tyt Jlaxnan B3goxHyi. ITo coBeTy poauyeii oH cTaja pa3-
OOMHUKOM — UM HU K YeMy XOpolleMy 3To He npuBeio. OH
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He coOupaeTcs IMOCMHELIHO XEeHUThCSI TOJbKO MOTOMY, YTO
UM TIOHpaBUJIach 3Ta uiaesd. TeM He MeHee CTOUT Bce 00y-
MarTb.

— Xopomro. Ho g He cobuparoch M4aTbCsI B AHITIAIO CO
BCEX HOT M XEHMUThCSI C OYyXThI-0apaxThl, HE 3apYYMBILIMCH
HUKaKOU noaaepxkoit. Sl Hanuiy Moel aHIJIMIACKON TeT-
K€, TOCMOTPIO, YTO OHA MOCOBETYET U COIJIACUTCS JIU TO-
MoraThb. Ho eciin yXX MHe TIpuaeTcs cTpaaath Cpeay aHTJI-
YaHMIIIEK, BBl IBOE€ M3BOJIbTE €XaTb U MYYUTHCS BMECTE CO
MHoM. Y1 310 Bam roBoput Maxkrperop.

Hpyrumu cioBamu, 3TO ObUT MIpUKa3, KOTOPbIA OHU HE
MOTJIM HE UCTIOJTHUT.

I'raga 2

— VYenens Ha 3TOM Hemelie, MUJiast MOsI, — HelpepeKa-
eMbIM ToHOM Tipou3Hec Cecun Puuapac, HeiHemmHuU rpad
OMO0po, 00paIasiCh K CBOe eAMHCTBEHHOM nouepu. — Mx
cBeTioctu XayT Tedst B [lleppuHr-Kpocce u BCTpeTsIT no
Bceit popme. ITomoMHM Mou citoBa: TeOe HE COCTABUT HU-
KaKOro Tpyla HalTU XXEeHUXa Cpeay BCeil 3TO 3HATU.

Kum6epau Puyapac HemoymMeHHO ycTaBujach Ha OTIIa,
SIBUBLIETOCSI C 3TUM CTPAaHHBLIM OOBSBICHUEM B KOMHATY,
rle oHa 3aHMMaach KUTheM. [lepen Hell CTOSITT HECKOIbKO
OOpIO3TIINI MyXXUYMHA ¢ 6AarpoOBBIMU IlIeKaMM, TYCKJIO-KO-
PUYHEBLIMU BOJIOCAMU U cepbIMU TazaMu. Kumoepnn Hu-
YyTh HEe MOXOAWJIa Ha HEr0 HU BHEIIHOCTBIO, HU XapaKTe-
poM, yeMy Obl1a OYeHb paja.

Eit He cnemoBano ObI YOMBISITLCS CIOBaM OTIA, HECMO-
Tps Ha TO YTO TOIOBOM Tpayp 3aKOHYMJICS BCETO HECKOJb-
Ko nHel Hazan. Ee ckopOb 1o ymepiieit MaTepu Obuia He-
noanenbHOM. OHAa CTOPOHMIIACH Pa3BIICUYCHUN W TIOSBIIS-
JIach Ha JIOASX TOJBKO MO BOCKpPECEHbsIM, B LiepkKBU. OHa
noTepsijia XXeHUXa, C KOTOpbIM Obl1a 00pydeHa BCIO XKU3Hb:
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OH He MOT WJIM He XeJlajl OTJIOXUTh UX CBaAbOy ellle Ha IoJI-
rona.

M TteM He MeHee OHa OXuajia Yero-To B 3TOM pojie, 1o-
CKOJIbKY U4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO OTIy Hago M30aBUThCS OT Hee.
OH coBeplleHHO He CKpPbIBaJl 3TOro, KakK U CBOETO XKeJja-
HUSI XEHUTbCSI HAa BIOBe MapcTOH, KOTopasl Iocejiniach
B UX HeOoJibllloM ropoake B HopTymOepieHIe HeCKOIbKO
Jet Hazan. KumOepau nmpekpacHo 3Halla, YTO BAOBa OTKa-
3ajach TepreTh B CBOEM JOMeE €lle OJHY KEHIIUHY.

Yewm ckopee Kumbepau yeneT u BeliiIeT 3aMyK, TEM CKO-
pee nsatuaecsaTuieTHUin Cecus CMOXET BHOBb KEHUTHCS.
VX OH-TO onpenesiecHHO He ropeBaj o cBoeii xeHe. J1s1 He-
ro ee cMepTh ObLIa JIUIIb HEYTOOCTBOM.

KuM0bepnu, kak oObIYHO, BHEIIIHE He Ipopearuponalia
Ha CJI0Ba OTLIA O 3aMYXECTBE U TOJBKO IMOMHTEPECOBAach
OTHOCHUTEJILHO Teplora u repuoruiu PoTcToH:

— Kak Bam ypanoch 3apydnThes UX MOAACPXKKOMN?

— Korga-To g okasan repiuory yciyry, u Hemaiaylo, —
BOPYJIMBO OTBETUJI OH. — Hukorgma He mymai, 4To mpuaeT-
cd O Hell HalTOMMHATh U3-3a TAaKOTO MYCTSIKa, HO 4TO IIO-
Jenaelib.

Ona npunoaHsiaa 6posb. [Tyctsak?! Hy aTo ¢ Kakoii cTo-
POHBI TOCMOTpETH. JLJIs1 Hee 3TO BoBce He MycTsAK. OaHaKo
Kum6Gepiu He cTajia CmopuTh C OTLIOM: KaKOi CMbIC] CIO-
puth! Eif camoii Xo04eTcsl mocKopee yexaTh OTCIona, M3 Poj-
Horo goMa. ITocne cmMepTy MaTepu A0M MpeBpaTUIICS B He-
MPUSTHOE, MpayHOE MECTO, OTKy/Ja €l He TeprnejaocCh Bbl-
pBaThCSL.

— M ne taHm, — crtporo go6asun Cecun. — I'epuor
MOJIHOCTBIO OCBEIOMJIEH O MOUX IMOXEJIaHUSIX, U TeOe OHU
U3BEeCTHBI He Xyxe. He Tepsiii BpeMeHU Ha MYX4YUH, KOTO-
PBIX 1 He 0I00pIO0.

My oH oT Hee oTpedeTcsl. DTa yrposa SICHO 4YMTajlach
B ero rojioce. OHa 4acTo ee ciablllajga U 0e301IM00YHO y3-
HaBana. OH YyTh HE OTPEKCS OT Hee 1IECTh MecsilieB Ha3al,
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