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9TO OBIJT OOBIYHBIN KeJIe3HONOPOXKHBIN Mepee3n, KaKux
HeMaJjio pa3dpocaHo MO CTaJbHBIM JOpPOTraM 3eMJIM.

OH BBIOpas cebe TyT yioOHOe MECTO, Ha KpPal0 OCOKOBOTO
00JIOTIIa, TIe OKaHYMBAJIacCh HACHINIb U PEJIbChl YKATaHHOM
OIHOMYTKHU O€XaJlu MO I'PaBUIO MOYTU HApaBHE C 3eMJIEHA.
[Ipocenoxk, cryckasich ¢ MpUropka, rnepecekai XeJIe3HYIO
JIIOpOTYy U CBOpauyMBajl B CTOPOHY Jieca, oOpa3ysl Imepekpe-
ctok. Ero korga-to obHeciau MojiocaTbIMU CTOJIOMKaMU
Y TIOCTaBWJIM PSIIOM JBa TaKMX XK€ IMOJocaThIX Iuiardayma.
TyT e 0AMHOKO I0TUIACh OIITYKaTypeHHasl OyaKa-CTOPOXK-
Ka, TIAe B CTYXYy JIpeMas y XXapKol IMeuyku KakKou-HUOyIb
BOPWIMBBIM KapayblIMK-cTapuK. Ternepsb B Oynake He ObLIO
Hukoro. HacThIpHBII OCEHHUII BEeTEp TO U A0 MOCKPU-
MbIBaJI HACTEXb pAacHaxHYTOU ABEPbIO; CIOBHO MCKaJeuyeH-
Hasl 4yeJjoBeuecKasl pykKa, MpOTSHYJICS K CTyAeHOMY HeOy
CJIOMaHHBII IIIJ1aréaym, BTOPOTO COBceM He Obuto. Clenbl
SIBHOM 3a0pONIEHHOCTU TYT JIEXaJIW Ha BCEM, BUIHO, HU-
KTO yX€ He AyMall 00 3TOM XeJIe3HOTOPOXKHOM CTPOCHUM:
HOBbIE, Kyda 0Oosiee BaXKHble 3a00ThI OBJANEAU JIIOAbBMU —
U TEMM, KTO HEIaBHO XO3SIMHUYA TYT, U 3TUMHU, YTO OCTa-
HOBWJIMCh TENEPDh HA 3a0POILEHHOM TJIYXOM Mepeese.

[TogHsIB OT BeTpa BOPOTHUKU OOTpPEeNaHHbIX, 3aJISITaHHbBIX
IJIMHOW LIMHEJEHN, IECTEPO UX CTOSIO TPYIIIKOM Y CJIOMaH-
Horo nurarbayma. Cyiiass koM0aTa, KOTOPBIM OOBSICHSIT UM
HOBYIO 0O€BYIO 3a/lauy, OHM XaJIuCh IPYT K APYTYy U HEBe-
CEeJI0 TIOCMATPUBAIM B OCEHHIOIO JaJb.
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— Jlopory Haao TepeKpbITh HA CYTKM, — XPUILJIBIM MPO-
CTY>XKEHHBIM TOJIOCOM TOBOPHUJI KalluTaH, BbICOKWM, KOCT-
JISIBBIM YEJIOBEK C 3apOCIIUM YyCTaJlbiM JIMLIOM. Betep 310
XJiecTasl TMOJIOW TIall-NajaTKW MO ero Ipsi3HbIM carloram,
pBaJl Ha TPyAU JUIMHHbIE TECEMKM 3aBSI30K. — 3aBTpa, Kak
CTeMHEET, OTOMIeTe 3a Jiec. A IeHb — NepXKaTbhCA...

Tawm, B nosie, Kyaa TJsieJivi OHU, BBICUJICS KOCOTOP C J10-
pOroii, Ha KOTOPYIO POHSUIM OCTAaTKU TOXEITENION JTMCTBBI
JIBe OOoJibllIMEe KOpeHacThle Oepe3bl, M 3a HUMU, Ile-TO Ha
TOPU3OHTE, 3aXOAWUJI0O HEBUAMMOE COJHIE. Y3€HbKas IO-
JlocKa cBeTa, MpOOUBIINCH CKBO3b TY4H, MOAOOHO JIE3BUIO
OrpOMHOI OpUTBHI, TYCKJIO OyiecTesa B HeOe.

Cepblit OCEHHU Beuep, MPOHU3AHHBIN XOJI0IHO, HalO-
€/UIMBOI MTIJIOI0, Ka3ajloCh, ObLT HAMOJHEH MPEeIYyBCTBUEM
HEOTBpPaTUMOM Oebl.

— A Kak Xe ¢ IaHLIeBbIM UHCTpYMEHTOM? — TpyOoBa-
ThIM 0acoM crpocwi crapiirHa KapreHko, KoMaHIUp 3TOit
HeOOJbIION rpyImnbl. — JlonmaThl HY>XHBI.

— JlomaTtel? — 3amyMYMBO IIEpeCIIpOCUI KOMOAT, BCMa-
TpUBAsICh B OJIECTAIIYIO MOJOCKY 3akara. — Iloummure ca-
mu. Her monar. U miomeit Het, He mpocu, KapneHko, cam
3Haellb...

— Hy na, u qroaeii He Melnanao Obl, — MOAXBATUJ CTap-
muHa. — A 1o 4To 1gTepo? Jla U TO BOH OOUH HOBEHBKUIA
U elle 3TOT «y4eHblli» — TOXe MHe BOSIKA! — 3710 BopdYani
OH, CTO$I BMOJIOOOPOTA K KOMaHAUPY.

— IIpoTMBOTAaHKOBBIE I'paHaThbl, MATPOHBI K M3TI3PY,
CKOJIbBKO MOXHO OBbLJIO, BaM JaJiu, a JtoAeil HeT, — ycTa-
Jio roBopuJ1 kom0aT. OH Bce ellle BcMaTpUBaJICs B Aaib, HE
CBOJ TJIa3 C 3aKaTa, a TOTOM, BAPYT BCTPEIIEHYBIINUCH, MO-
BepHyJicsl K KaprneHKo — KopeHacTomy, IIMPOKOJULIEMY,
C PEUIUTENbHBIM B3TJISIIOM W TsDKeJol ventocTeio. — Hy,
Kela yaadu.

Kanurtan noman pyky, u cTapiliMiHa, YK€ BeCb BO BJIaCTU
HOBBIX 3a00T, PaBHOAYIIHO MOMPOINAJCS ¢ HUM. Tak Xe
cIepXKaHHO TOXaJl XOJOIHYIO pyKy KoMOaTa U «y4eHblii» —
BBICOKU, CyTynblii 0oel, Puiuep; 0e3 oOUIbI, OTKPBITO
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B3IJISIHYJI HA KOMaHAMpa HOBUYOK, Ha KOTOPOTO KajaoBajcs
cTapllivHa, — MOJIOON, C TMevyaJibHbIMU IJlIa3aMu PSA0BOM
I'meunk. «Huyero. bor He BBIZACT, CBUHBS HE CBHECT», —
OecreyHo TOILIYTUJ MaTI3poBell CBUCT — 0el00pbICHI,
B PacCTeTHYTOW IIMHENU, XYJIUKOBATHIM C BUIY TapeHb.
C 4yBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTOMHCTBA IMOJA] CBOIO ITyX-
JIyI0 JIaOHb HEMOBOPOTJIMBbBINK, MopaacTeiii ITieHUYHbIM.
ITouTuTENBHO, MPUCTYKHYB TPSI3HBIMU KabJyKaMu, MOMpPO-
1ajcs yepHsiBblii Kpacasell OBceeB. [lognaB mieuyomM aBTO-
Mar, KOMaHAUP O0aTaJbOHA TSXKEJO B3IOXHYJ U, CKOJIb3S IO
rpsi3v, HaIMPaBUJICS JTOTOHSITh KOJOHHY.

PaccTpoeHHbie TTpolLIaHMEM, OHU OCTaJIMCh BCE IIECTEPO
M Kakoe-TO BpeMsl MoJiua CMOTpeJIM BCJeld KalnuTaHy, Oa-
TaJlbOHY, KOPOTeHbKasl, COBCEM He OaTajlbOHHasl KOJOHHA
KOTOpPOTO, MEPHO MOKAa4YuBasCh B BEUYEPHEN MIJIEe, OBICTPO
ynajsiiach K Jiecy.

CrapilmHa CTOsIJT HEAOBOJIbHBIN U 37101, Ellle He coBceM
OCO3HaHHAasl TPEBOra 3a UX CYyAbObl U 3a TO HEJIErKoe AeJo,
paay KOTOPOTO OHM OCTaJIMCh 3/1€Ch, BCE HACTOWYMBEE OB-
JlageBajia uM. YcunueM Boau KaprneHKo, oqHaKo, OAaBUl
B cebe 3TO HEeMpUITHOE OLIYIleHWe W MPUBBIYHO 3aKpryaj
Ha JIIOJEH:

— Hy, 4gero croute? I'eTh 3a paboty! I'meynk, mouIm-
Ka JIoOMayrMHy KakKyio! ¥ Koro ecTb JIONaTKu, JaBali KONAaTh.

JIOBKMM pBIBKOM OH BCKHUHYJ Ha TJIEYO TSIKEIBbIA ITy-
JIEMET U, C XpYyCTOM JioMasi CyXxoi OypbsiH, TOIIe] BIOJb
KaHaBbl. BOMIIbI TYChKOM HEOXOTHO MOTSHYJIUCHh 32 CBOUM
KOMaHIUPOM.

— Hy Bot, orciona u HauHeM, — ckazan KapreHko,
OITyCKasiCh Y KaHaBbl HA KOJIEHO U BCMAaTPUBAsICh B KOCOTOP
MoBepXx XKeyne3Hou moporu. — Hasaii, [TimennyHbIi, ¢raaH-
roBeiM Oynellb. JIonmaTka y Te0sl ecTh, HAaUMHAM.

KopeHacTslii, Kpenko couTbiit [TiieHUUHBIN pa3BaICTO
BbILLIES BOEPEN, CHSJI U3-3a CIIMHBI BUHTOBKY, MOJOXWI €€
B OYpbSIH U CTaJl BBITACKMBATbh 3aCYHYTYIO 3a MOSIC CarlepHYIO
Jonarky. OTMeEpUB OT 0Oiilia 111aroB AEcCSITb BAOJb KaHaBhlI,
KaprieHko cHOBa Tipuces, MOCMOTpPeJ] BOKPYT, MIla Ia3a-
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MM, KOTO Ha3HaYuThb Ha HoBoe MecTo. C ero rpyboBaToro
JIM1A HEe CXOIWIM 03a00YEHHOCTD 1 3J10€ HEYIOBJIETBOPEHUE
TEMU CIyYaliHBIMU JIIONIbMU, KOTOPBIX BbIICJIWIU B €r0 MO~
YUHEHUE.

— Hy, xomy 1y1? Bam, @uiep? XoTs y Bac U JIOMaTKU
HeT. Toxe MHe Bosika! — 3JIMJICS CTapliMHa, MOJHUMASICh
¢ kosieHa. — CToJbko Ha OPOHTE, a JIOMATKU ellle He uMe-
ere. Moxer, XIere, Koraa ctapiimHa nact? Minm Hemeln
B MOJIApOK TMpUIILIET?

®uiep, MCHBITHIBAS HEJIOBKOCTb, HE OIPaBIbIBAJICS
U He Bo3paxall, TOJbKO HEYKIIIOXe TropOmIcs U 0e3 HYXIbl
MOMpPaBJIsJl OYKM B YEPHOW METAJIMYECKOl OIpase.

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YeM XOTUTE, a KOoMNaiTe, — CepAUTO
opocun KapneHko, mocMarpuBasi KyJa-To BHU3 U B CTOPO-
Hy. — Moe neno MajneHbkoe. Ho 4ToObI Mo3uimniio odopy-
JOBaJI.

OH HamnpaBWiICS AaJibllle — CUJIbHBIN, SKOHOMHBIN U yBe-
PEHHBI B IBMXKEHUSIX, CJIOBHO ObLT HE KOMaHIUPOM B3BOJA,
a Mo MEeHblIe Mepe KOMaHAMPOM ToJIKa. 3a HUM MOKOPHO
u 6e3pazauyHo norenuch CBuct u OBceeB. OINISTHYBIIUCH
Ha o3a6oueHHOTr0 Puiepa, CBUCT CIBUHYJI Ha TIPaByIO OpOBb
MUJIOTKY U, IOKAa3aB B YJIbIOKE Oeyible 3yObl, ChsI3BUII:

— Bort 3amauka npodeccopy, sipuHa 3eneHas! [Tomoub
HE yCcTaTh, Ja HaJo IeJio 3HaTh!..

— He 6onrait! Crynaii-ka BOH K 0eJIoMy CTOJOMKY Ha
JIUHUM, TaM M Komai, — MpuKasaj cTaplirHa.

CBUCT cBepHYJ B KapToQJISIHUK, ellie pa3 C YJIbIOKOH
omrsgHyJcas Ha Duimepa, KOTOPBI HEMOABUKHO CTOSIT
y CBOEM MO3ULIMM U 03a00YE€HHO TepeOu HeOpUTHINA IIOM-
OOpPOIOK.

Kapmiernko ¢ OBceeBbIM NOMONUIM K CTOpOXKe. CTapiim-
Ha, CTyNMB Ha IMOPOT, MOTPOTrajg MEPEKOLIEHHYI CKpUIY-
Yyylo IBEpb U TO-XO3s1cKM ornsinesacs. Y3 aAByX BbIOUTBIX
OKOH YIIPYTrO TSHYJI IPOHM3bIBAIONIMI CKBO3HSK, HA CTEHE
OosiTaJicsl HaIOPBAaHHbBIN TOPBIXKEJbIN IJIaKaT, MPU3bIBaB-
i pazpoauth muei. Ha 3aTonTaHHOM Moy BajsiuCh
KYCKM IITYKaTypKu, KOMbsI TPsI3M, COJOMEHHasi Tpyxa. Bo-
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HSIJIO caXkeld, MbUIbI0 U €llle YeM-TO HEXUJIbIM U TPOTUB-
HbeIM. CTapIIMHa MoJlYa OCMAaTpPUBaJl CKYITbIE CIIEABl Yes0-
BEUYECKOTO XuJbs. OBceeB CTOSUI y TTopora.

— BoTt kabbl cTeHbl MOTOIIE, ObLIO OBl YKPBITUE, —
MOJOOPEBIINM TOHOM, pacCyauTelbHO cKadana KapmneHko.

OBceeB MPOTSHYJ PYKY, MOIIyIaa OTOUTHIN OOK MEeUKH.

— Yro, mymaeib, Teras? — cTporo ycMmexHyscs Kap-
TIEHKO.

— A paBaiiTe BEITOMM. Pa3 He XxBaraeT MHCTpYMEHTA,
MOXHO TI0 OoYepeau KOomaTb W TIPeTbCsl, — OXWMBUJICI 00-
e. — A, crapmmuHa?

— To1 uro, K Teme Ha OnuHbl npuiuea? I'perscs! Ilo-
JOXAW, BOT HACTYNMUT YTPO — OH TeOe NacT MPUKYPUTh.
Kapxko craHer.

— Hy u niycTbh... A moka 4To KaKOil CMBICT MEP3HYTh?
HaBaii 3aTonuM IIe4Ky, OKHa 3aBecuM... Kak B paio Oy-
Ier, — HacTtauBaj OBceeB, MOOJIECKMBasE YePHBIMU LIbITaH-
CKHUMU TJIa3aMM.

Kaprnienko Bbmuen u3 O0yaku u Berpetus I'nmeumka. Tor
TaluI OTKYda-TO KPUBOM XeJe3HbI MpyT. YBUIEB KOMaH-
nvpa, [JednK ocTaHOBWIICS M TTOKa3aJl HaXOIKy.

— Bor BMecTO ToMa — 1poOuTh. A BEIOpackIBaTh U TIPU-
TOPIITHSMU MOXHO.

I'meunk BUHOBATO YIBIOHYJICS, CTapIIMHA HEOTIpEAeIeH-
HO TTOCMOTpEJ Ha HEero, XOTeJl 10 OOBIKHOBEHUIO OJCPHYTh,
HO, CMSITYUBIIMCh HAUBHBIM BUJIOM MOJOIOro 6oiilia, cka-
3aJl TIPOCTO:

— Hy naBaii. BoT 31ech — 10 3Ty CTOPOHY CTOPOXKHU,
a s yKe — IIo Ty, B ueHTpe. HaBaii, He TaHu. IToka cBeTo...

2

Beuepeno. M3-3a jeca mojs3iaud cu3ble MpadyHble TY4YM.
OHU TSIKENO U IIJIOTHO 3aTSHYJIM Bce He0O, 3aKphLIu OJie-
CTSIIYIO TIOJIOCKY Han KocoropoM. CTajao cyMpadyHO M XO-
JionHo. BeTep ¢ OellleHoi oCeHHEN SIpoCThIO Tepedus 6epe3bl
y IOPOTH, BEIMETAJI KAHABBI, THAJT Yepe3 KeJe3HOAOPOKHYIO
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JIMHUIO IIyplIallye CTaliKu JUCTBBI. MyTHas Bola, OT CUJIb-
HOTO BeTpa BBHITJIECKUBASICh U3 JIyX, OpbI3rajla Ha 0004YMHY
CTYIEHBIMU TPSI3HBIMU KATUISIMU.

Boiinbl Ha mepeesne APYKHO B3SLIMCh 3a JIEeJ0: KOTIau,
BIpHI3AINCh B 3aTBEPAEBIIYIO 3alleXb 3eMau. He mponiio
U yaca, Kak [TieHnYHbIiA 9yTh He 10 caMble TIJIeUYU 3apblics
B CEpYyIO Kyuy IIMHBIL. [{ajleko BOKPYT, OTOpachIBast PacChII-
YyaThle KOMbS, JIETKO U BeCeJIo Kona CBOIo Mmo3ulinio CBUCT.
OH CHSJI ¢ ce0s1 Bce peMHU U OJIeKIY U, OCTaBIIMCh B TUM-
HaCTepKe, JOBKO OpPYHOBaJl MAJICHbKOM IMEXOTUHCKOW JIO-
maTkoil. B nBanuaTu marax ot Hero, Toxe Haj JUHUeH, Bpe-
MSI OT BpEMEHHU OCTaHABJIWBAsICh, OTIbIXasl U OTJISABIBAsICh
Ha Apy3eil, ¢ HECKOJIbKO MEHbBIIIMM CTapaHUEM OKarbIBaJCcs
OsceeB. Y caMmoii OyoKy cO 3HAHUEM Jejia 000pymoBal IIy-
JIeMeTHYI0 Tto3ulinio KaprieHko; 1o Ipyryio CTOpOHY OT He-
ro cTapaTesibHO JOJ0MJ 3eMJII0 pacKpacHEBIMIACS, TTOTHBIM
I'meunk. B3pbIxivB mpyToOM IPYHT, OH pyKaMy BbIOpachIBall
KOMBbSI ¥ CHOBa nojiown. OauH Toibko Duiiep TOCKIMBO
cuzen B OypbsiHE, Te OCTAaBWJ €ro CTapliMHAa, W, Ipsda
B pyKaBa 03501111e pyKH, IUCTaT KaKyl-TO KHIXKY, BpeMe-
HaMM NpuMnanast B3IJISA0M K €€ UCTPEIIaHHBIM CTpaHUIaM.

3a atuM 3aHATUEM U yBuaen ero KaprieHko, korna,
MPUOCTAHOBUB PabOTYy, BbIIIEN M3-3a CTOPOXKU. YCTalIoro
CTaplIMHY IlepeaepHya0. BeIpyraBiimich, oH HaOpocua Ha
MOTHYIO CIIMHY 3aJlyOeHEeNyI0 OT Ipsi3v IIWHEJb U BIOJb Ka-
HaBBI HampaBwics K @uiepy.

— Hy uro? Hoaro Bel Oynete cunetb? MoxeT, nymaere,
ec/IM HeueM KoIlaThb, 1 Bac B 0aTajaboH otmpaniio? B 6e3-
OIacHOE MeCTO?

C Buay 6e3pa3inyHblii Ko Bcemy Puiliep BCKMHYJ ToJIO-
BY, €ro 0JM30pyKUe IIa3a MoJ, CTeKJIaMU OUYKOB pacTepSITHHO
3aMoprajiy, 3aTeM OH HEJIOBKO TOAHSIJICS U, 3auKasCh OT
BOJIHEHHUSI, OBICTPO 3aTOBOPUII:

— M-M-MoxkeTe He OeCTOKOUTBCSI, TOBApUILL KOMaHIUD,
9TO MCKII0YeHO. I H-H-He MeHbllle Bac MOHH-H-H-HUMalo
CcBOM O0SI3aHHOCTH U CHEJIal0 BCEe, UT-T-TO HYXKHO, 0€3 JIMIII-
HUX 3KCIECCOB. B-B-BOT...
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Crerka yauBJIeHHbIM HEOXUIAHHBIM BbIMaJA0M 3TOTO THU-
XOTO YyeJIoBeKa, CTaplivHa He cpa3y HallleJICsl, YTO OTBETUTb,
U Tiepenpa3HuI:

— Wb ThI: 3C1IEKCOB!

OHM CTOSLIM TaK JIpYyT MPOTUB ApYyra: B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM,
C ApoXallMHU pyKaMU, Y3KOIUIEUYMIA Ooell U yXKe CITOKOM-
HbIM, BJIACTHBIM, TOJHBIA YBEPEHHOCTU B CBOEH IIPaBOTE
KOpeHacTblii KomaHaup. HaxmypuBs Kojtoune 6poBH, cTap-
IIMHA C MUHYTY pa3ayMbIBaJl, UTO AeJaTh C 3TUM HEYMEXOM,
a MOTOM, BCIIOMHHB, YTO Ha HOYb HYXXHO BbICTaBUTb J1030D,
yXe CIIOKOWHEEe cKa3a:

— Bort 4T0: OepuTe BUHTOBKY M Maplll 3a MHOM.

Duiep He cpocui, Kyaa U 3a4eM, ¢ MOAYEPKHYThIM
0e3pas3nureM 3acyHyJl 3a Ma3yXy KHMXKY, B3sUl 32 peMeHb
BUHTOBKY C NMPUMKHYTBIM IITBIKOM W, CHOTBIKasCh, MO-
KOpHO moOpen 3a crapiuvHoii. KaprneHko, Ha xony HaneBasi
IIWHEb, OCMAaTPUBaJ, KaK OKamnbIBaJUCh OcTajbHbIE. [1po-
XOJs1 BO3JIe CBOEM STYeiKM, OH KOPOTKO Opocun Puiiepy:

— Bo3bMu 10maTKy.

OHM BBIIUIM Ha Tiepee3n M MO 3acjekXeHHON COTHSMU
HOT JIOpore HalpaBUJIKCh Ha MPUTOPOK C AByMsl Oepe3aMu.

CymMmepku ObICTpO crymaiuch. Hebo coBceM moTeMHE0
OT TYy4, CIJIOLITHOM Maccoi 00JIOXMBIIMX ero. Berep He cTu-
XaJl, 3710 pBaJl TOJbI IIMHeNel, 3a0upancs 3a BOPOTHUKMU,
B pyKaBa, BbIXMMaJ U3 IJ1a3 CTyIAeHbIE CJIE3bl.

Kapnenko maran ObICTpo, He 0COOEHHO BEIOMpAst JOPOTY
M YX COBCEM He XaJiess CBOMX HOBBIX KUP30BbIX caror. Pu-
1ep, MOIHSIB BOPOT LIMHEINW U HATSHYB Ha YILIM TWJIOTKY,
Tammiacd 3a HuM. K 0oiiily cHoBa BEpHYJIOCh OOBIYHOE ISt
Hero Oe3pasanyue, U OH, CKOJb3s B3IJISIIOM ITO 3aryCTeB-
el TOPOXKHOM Irpsi3u, CTapajicsl HE 1IEeBEeJIUTh 3a0MHTOBAH -
HOM, B 4Mpbsx, 1ueeil. Berep Bopollwi B KaHaBax JIUCTBY,
BOKPYT HEYIOTHO IIETUHUIACH CTEPHSI OCEHHEro ToJIsl.

Ha cepenune xocoropa KaprneHKo oOmIstHyjACS, U3Iaiun
OKWHYJ B3TJISIAOM TMO3UIIMIO CBOETO B3BOAA W TYT YBUIE,
YTO €ro MOAYMHEHHBIN oTcTai. Eje-ene mepecrasisisi HO-
M, OH CHOBA JIMCTAJl HA X0y CBOIO KHMTIY. KaprneHko ObLI
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HEMOHSITEH MOAOOHBIA MHTEpeC K KHUTaM, U OH, HeMaJio
YIUBIIEHHBIN, OCTAHOBUJICS M TIOAOXKAa], MoKa 0oel J0ro-
HUT ero. Ho ®uiep Tak OB MOIJIOLIEH YTEHUEM, YTO HE
BUJEJI CTApIlIUHY, 103a0bl1, BEPOSTHO, KyIa U 3a4eM Iell,
TOJIbKO mepeOupaj CTpaHUIbl U YTO-TO THUXO IIEINTaa Mpo
cebst. CrapiiMHa HaxMypUWJICSI, HO MO OOBIKHOBEHMIO HE
NPUKPUKHYJI, TOJIBKO HETEPIEIUBO IEPECTYIIMI Ha MeCTe
M CTPOTO CIPOCHII:

— DrT0 4TO 32 OMbIMA?

®duiep, BUAHO, ellle He 3a0BIBIIMI HeIaBHER CCOpHI,
cIepXXaHHO CBEPKHYJ CTEKJIaMU OYKOB M OTBEPHYJ YEPHYIO
00JIOXKKY.

— Dro omorpadpust YemnmmHu. A BOT penpoayKius. ¥Y3-
Haete?

KapneHko riasHya Ha cHUMOK. Ha yepHoMm ¢doHe cTosin
OOHaXXEeHHbIH, B3JIOXMaYeHHbIN YeI0BeK U, TSI B CTOPO-
HY, XMypUJ OpPOBU.

— JHaBua! — Mexnay TeM o0bsaBus Puiep. — 3HaMEHU-
Tas cratyd Mukenanmkeno. Bcmomunaere?

Ho KapneHko Huyero He BcromMuHaia. OH ellle 3arisi-
HYJ1 B KHIXKY, OKUHYJI HEIOBEPUMBBIM B3IgaoM Puiiepa
U crnenan wmar Boepen. HyxxHo ObLIO cHelIUTh, YTOOBI 3a-
CBETJIO BBIOpATh MECTO IJIsI HOYHOTO J1030pa, M CTaplInHa
TOPOILIMBO 3alaraji aanblie. A duiiep 03a6049eHHO B3I0X-
HYyJI, pacCTeTHYJ ITPOTUBOTa3HYIO0 CYMKY U OepekHO MoJIo-
KW TyJa KHUTY PSIOM ¢ KycKoM xyeba, ctapbiM «OTroHb-
KOM» M TaTpoHaMu. 3aTeM, KaK-TO cpa3y ITOBECEJIeB, yXe
He oTcTaBasl, TMOLIes 32 CTapIIMHOM.

— B#I uTO, B3amnpaBay y4eHbII? — MOYeMy-TO HAaCTOPO-
KMBIIKCH, cipocun KaprieHko.

— Hy, yyeHnlii — 3TO, MOXET, depecyyp I'POMKOE
omnpeneneHue 1 MeHs. Sl TOJIbKO KaHAMIAT UCKYCCTBOBE-
JNEHUSI.

KaprieHko HeMHOro momosdaji, crapasch MOHSTb 4YTO-
TO, a MOTOM CHAEP>XaHHO, CJIOBHO OITacasiCh BBISIBUTH CBOIO
3aMHTEePECOBAHHOCTD, CIIPOCKIL:

— Br0 yro? ITo KapTuHaM criel] WiKu Kak?
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— W no xapTuHaMm, HO, TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM, IO CKYJIb-
nrype snoxu BospoxaeHusi. B yactHocTu, crielimaau3upo-
BAJICS TI0 UTATBSIHCKOM CKYJBIITYpE.

OHU NOIHSUTUCH Ha TPUTOPOK, M3-3a KOTOPOTO OTKPbI-
JIUCh HOBBIE, YK€ 3aTYMaHEHHbIC BEUYEPOM Jajiu — TIOJIE,
JIOXXOWHA, TTOKPBITasi KyCTApHUKOM, JaJeKWii €IbHUK, BITE-
peau y IOpOorM — COJIOMEHHbIE KpbIIIU JAepeBHU. Psamom,
y KaHaBbl, Kayasi Ha BETPy TOHKMMU BETBIMU, XKAJIOOHO I11e-
JIeCTeJId MOPbIKEIoi TUCTBOM Oepe3bl. OHU ObUIM TOJICTHIE
U, BUIHO, OYEHb CTapble, 3T U3BEUYHBIE CTOPOXA IOPOT,
C MOTPECKAaBIIENCs, TIOYEPHEBILEA KOPOW, T'YCTO YCHIIIaH-
Hble IIMIIKAMWA HApOCTOB, C BOUTHIMU B CTBOJIBI XKEJIE3HO-
JTIOPOXKHBIMM KOCTBUISIMU. Y Oepe3 cTaplliiHa CBEPHYJ C 10-
pOTH, TIepeNPbITHYJI 3apOCIIIyl0 OYPbIHOM KaHaBy U, 3alllyp-
1IaB [0 CTEPHE Caroramu, HaIlpaBUWJICS B TIOJIE.

— A OH YTO, 3TOT TOJIbIi, U3 TUTICA BBIJIETUIEH WK KaK? —
COPOCUJI OH, ClieJIaB SIBHYIO YCTYIIKY HEBOJIBHOM CBOEH 3a-
WHTEpeCcOBaHHOCTU. Puiliep caep:kaHHO, OMHUMU TybaMu
CHUCXOJIUTEILHO YJIBIOHYJICSI, CIOBHO PEOEHKY, U MOSICHWII:

— O Het. Drta nsaTuMmeTponas ¢urypa [laBuma Bbiceye-
Ha 13 LIeJIbHOTO Kycka Mpamopa. BooOie rumnc mist MoHy-
MEHTaJbHOM CKYJBNTYPbl B APEBHOCTH W BO BpemeHa Pe-
HeccaHca MaJlo TIpUMEHSJICSA. DTO yXe pacrpoCTpaHEeHHbIN
MaTtepranl HOBOTO BPEMEHU.

CrapilmHa CHOBa CITPOCHJL:

— ToBopuib, 13 Mpamopa? A 4eM e OH TaKyIo IJIEIOY
BbIceK? MallnHoOi KaKoi-HUOyab?

— Hy 49to BH? — ymuBwica ®umiep, maras psaaoM
¢ Kapnenko. — Pa3Be moxHo MamiuHoi? be3ycioBHo, py-
KaMU.

— Oro! D910 Xe CKOJIBbKO HYXHO ObLIO HOJIOUTH? —
B CBOIO o4epenb, YIMBWICS CTaplIMHA.

— JIBa roga, ¢ momoIurHukaMu, KoHeuyHo. HyxHo cka-
3aTh, YTO B MCKYCCTBE 3TO €llle¢ HEOOJIbIION CPOK, — TO-
MoiryaB, nob6asun dumrep. — Anekcanap MBaHoB, Hampu-
Mep, paboTan Hajg cBouM «Meccueil» mo4Ty IBadlaTh ABa
roja, ¢ppaHily3 DHrp nucan «PomHUK» COpok JieT.

o 15 Be



— Cwmortpu Thl! HaBepHO, TpyaHO. A OH KTO TaKOi, 3TOT,
yto caenan daseima?

— JlaBupa, — neaukatHo mnomnpaBun @uuiep. — OH
WATAJbsIHEI, ypoxkeHel DIopeHIINN.

— Yro — mycconuHen?

— Jla HeT. OH X1 AaBHO. DTO 3HAMEHUTHIN XyTOXKHUK
Bospoxnenus. Bennyaiiimii 13 BeIMKUX.

Onu eue npouutn HemHoro. Duilep yxe aepxaucs psi-
noM, n KaprieHKo mckKoca pasa IBa IJISTHYJI Ha HeTro. XyIoM,
CO BITAJIOW TPYyIblO, B KOPOTKOM, MOAMNOSICAHHOMN ITOM XJIs-
CTUK ILIMHENH, ¢ 3a0MHTOBAHHOM IlIeel U 3apOCILINM uep-
HOM IIETUHOM JIMIIOM OO€Il BBITJISIIE] BEChbMa HEMPUIIISIAHO.
OnHM TOJBKO YepHBIE I1a3a MOoJ TOJCTBIMU CTeKJIAMU OUKOB
Telepb KaK-TO OXWJIM M CBETUJIMCh OTpPaXeHHEM HajIeKoit
caepxaHHoONW MbIciu. CraplinmHa Ipo cedsl yIUBUICS TO-
My, KaK MHOTAA 3a TAKMM HEKa3MCThIM BUIOM CKPBLIBACTCS
o0pa3oBaHHBIA 1, KaxeTcs, Helioxoil uyenoBek. IlpaBna,
KaprneHko Obu1 yBepeH, UTO B BoeHHOM jejie PDuiep He
MHOTOI'O CTOUT, HO B INIyOMHE AYIIM OH YK€ IMOYYBCTBOBAI
HEYTO ITOXOXEeE Ha YBaXXEHHME K 3TOMY OOMILY.

IIarax B cra ot moporu KaprieHKO OCTaHOBHWJICS Ha
CcTepHe, IMMOCMOTpEJl B CTOPOHY N€PeBHU, OIJISIHYJICS Hazau.
[Tepee3n B J0XOUHE eaBa cepeil B BedepHEM CyMpake, HO
oTcroa ele ObLI BUACH, U CTaplIMHA ITOAyMaj, YTO MECTO
IUIs1 Ao30opa TyT OyaeT moaxoasiinee. OH MPUTOIHYJ Kabsy-
KOM ITO MSTKOU 3eMJIe 1, IIepeXosl Ha OOBIYHBIN CBOM KO-
MaHIUPCKUI TOH, MpUKa3a:

— Bot 1y1. Komaii. Houbto cnatb — Hu-Hu. CMoTpu
B 00a u caymaii. IToinyT — cTpessiii 1 OTXOAW Ha Iepee3.

Duiitep CHsUI ¢ TUIeYa BUHTOBKY U, B3SIBILIMCh OOEMMU pyKa-
MM 33 KOPOTKYIO PYYKY JIOIIATKM, HEYMEJIO KOBBIPHYJI CTEPHIO.

— Ox 1o1! Hy KTO Tak KoraeT! — He BbIIepKaJl CTapIIN-
Ha. — /Jlaii ciona.

OH BbIXBaTWUJ Yy Ooiilla JOMaTKy M, JIETKO Bpe3as ee
B PBIXJIYIO 3€MJIIO TAIHU, JJOBKO pacTpacCUpOBasl OAUHOY-
HYIO SYEHKY.

— Bor Ha... Tak 1 xomaii. Tel 4TO, KaIpOBYIO HE CITYKMII?
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— Her, — npusnaincg @uiiep 1 B IEPBLIA pa3 UCKPEH-
He yabIOHyncss. — He mosesock.

— OHo ¥ BUIHO. A Teriepb BOT HaMaelllbCsl C BAMU, STUMM. ..

OH XOTeJl CKa3aTh «y4EHBIMM», HO CMOJIYaJl, HE XKeJjias
BKJIQABIBATh B 3TO CJIOBO CBOEIO MPEXHEro SI3BUTEIHLHOIO
cmbicia. IToka duiep koe-Kak KOBBIpsUIics B 3emiie, Kap-
TIEHKO TIpYCell Ha CTepHE U, 3alllAIAsICh OT BETpa, CTajl CBO-
pauuBaTh LIUrapKy. BeTrep BuimyBan M3 OyMaXKu Maxopouy-
HYIO TPyXy, CTapliMHA OepeXXHO IPUACPKUBAJI ec Majablia-
MM ¥ TOPOIUIUBO 3aBepThiBasl. CyMEpKU TeM BpeMeHeM Bce
TUIOTHEEe OKYTBhIBaJIM 3eMJII0, Ha TJla3ax 3aTSITUMBaJICSl TbMOM
mnepeesl CO CTOPOXKKOM M CIOMAaHHBIM IIJIarGayMoM, pac-
TBOPSUIMCh B HOYM JajieKue KPBIIIKU JepeBHU, TOJHKO IO-
MpeXHEMY TPEBOXHO IIyMEIN Y AJOPOTU OGepesHl.

3akpbiBas OT BeTpa TPOoEHHYIO 3aXXKUTaIKy, CTapll-
Ha cropOuscs, crapasicb MPUKYPUTb, HO BIPYT JUIO €ro
JPOTHYJIO W HACTOPOXUJIIOCh. BBITAHYB XKMJIMCTYIO IIICIO,
OH IJISIHYJI Ha nepees3n. Puiliep ToXe MOYYBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO
U, KaK CTOSIT Ha KOJICHSIX, TaK M 3aMep B HampsDKeHHOIM,
HeJIoBKoi nmo3e. Ha BocToke, 3a jiecoM, MpUTyILLIeHHAs Be-
TPOM, CIaXXE€HHO pacKaTWJIach Iycras ITyJIieMeTHasl ouyepe.b.
Bckope Ha Hee oTo3Ballach BTOpasi, TTOpeXe, BUIHO, U3 Ha-
1Iero «Makcuma». 3aTeM cJiabbIM JaJeKUM OTCBETOM, IpO-
pBaB BeUepHUII cyMpak, 3aropejach 1 IMOTyXJIa MeplLaroast
POCCHITIb paKeT.

— OO6onum! — cepauTo, ¢ gocamoil OPOCHII CTapIIMHA
U BhIpyrayncs. OH BCKOYWJI, BCMAaTpUBAsICh B NAJIEKUI ITOTEM-
HEBIIMI TOPU3OHT, ¥ CHOBA CO 3JIOCTbIO, OTUasTHUEM U Tpe-
Boroi moaTBepawi: — OOOILIN, raabl, Y4epT ObI MX modpai!..

M, Gecrokosich 3a JIIOJEii, OCTaBJIeHHBIX Ha Tiepee3Je,
KaprieHKo GBICTpO 3a111aras 1o MoJI0 B HATIPABJIEHUU JOPOTH.

3

Ha nepeesne nepsbiM yciblman ctpeiab0y ITieHnYHbIN.
E1e 3acBeT/io OH BBIPBUT ITyOOKUIA, B MOJHBIN POCT, OKOII,
clemaj Ha THE CTYIIEHBKY, C KOTOPOil MOXKHO OBUIO CTPEISATh
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U BBHITJISIIBIBATh, a 3aTeM — SIMKY BHYTPM, YTOOBI B CiIydae
HEeo0XOAMMOCTHU OBICTpEe BHICKOYMTH HaBepX. IloToM crapa-
TEeIbHO 3aMacKHUPOBaJ JIOMKMM OypbSIHOM OpYCTBEp U OTIAJ
Jornarky ['Jieunky, KOTopblii Bce ellle KOBBIPSI 3eMJII0 XKe-
JIE3HBIM MpYyTOM. BBIMOMHMB TakuM oOpa3oM IIpMKa3 cTap-
LIMHBI, OH MPUTAUJICS HA JHE CBOETO HOBOTO YKPBITHSI.

TyT OBLIO THXO U OTHOCUTEJILHO YIOTHO. bpoienHas Ha
JTHO oxarKka OypbsiHa 3allMIIajia oT 3510Koil ceipocTu. Ilime-
HUYHBIA 3a00TJUBO YKPBbLUI UM HOTM B CTOITAHHBIX Ipsi3-
HbIX OOTHMHKAaX, BBITEP O IOJY IIMHEJW PYKW U pas3Bsizai
BEIIEBOM MeloK. Tam 6oelr mpudeperana Kparxy T00BITOTO
B KaKOI-TO IepeBHE KPECThIHCKOTO Xjieba 1 MJOOPHIil KyCOK
cana. OH JaBHO yXe MpOroJjiofajicsi, HO Ha JIIOISIX BCe He
OTBaXXMBAJICSI €CTh, IIOTOMY YTO TOTHA HAamo OBLIO OBI IO-
JIEeUThCs, a nenuThbes ITmeHnyHbIi He XoTea. OH 3Hal, 4To
U3 ChECTHOTI0, KpOMe pa3Be KyckKa YepHOro xjaeba, HUYero
HU y Koro He 0buto. Ho He ero 1o 3a00Ta, IyCTh KaxKIblii
cTapaeTcs caM JJ1s ce0sl, a Ha TO, YTOOBI OECTTIOKOUTHCSI 000
BCEX, €CTb HA4YaJbCTBO, XOTs OBl TOT Xe KaprieHko, 3ToT
CTPOTHWiA, KpUKJIUBBINA ciayxkaka. I Tenepp, cuasg B 100pOT-
HOM, TOJIbKO YTO BBIPBITOM OKOII€, Ile HUKTO €ro He MOT
BuaeTh, IlIIEHWYHBIA pa3ioXKWiI Ha KOJIEHSIX 3aBEPHYTOE
B OyMaxKy cajo, JIOoCTaJl U3 KapMaHa CKJIaJHOW, Ha Mel-
HOH 1LIETIOYKe HOXUK 1, pa3fe/iuB KyCOK ITOI0JaM, Iope3an
OJIHY €T0 MOJIOBUHY Ha TOHKHE JIOMTUKHU. OCTaJIbHOE ONSTh
3aBEPHYJI B KJIOUOK T'a3eThl M CIIPSTA Ha THO HAOMTOIO BCS-
KO BCSIYMHOM BEILIEBOIO MEIIKA.

IMTieHWYHbBIN anmneTUTHO XeBajl CBOUMM HE OYeHb 3/10-
POBBIMU, MOIOPYEHHBIMU YK€ 0OJIE3HBIO M BPEMEHEM 3Y-
0aMMu U aymajl, 4TO HYXXHO OBl ellle MPUTALIUTh OypbsiHA,
3apBIThCSl B HETO U «ITOKEMapUTh», KaK ToBopUT CBUCT, ya-
cok-zpyroi Houbto. IIpaBna, B3BOAHBIN Monajics NpUANApP-
YMBBIII M HACTBIPHBIN, 3TOT IMPUIYMAET €llle YTO-HUOYIb 10
yTpa, HO ITieHnYHbIli — He IJIe4nK M He MOACIEeNoBaThI
®uriep, 9TOOBI TTOKOPHO MCITOJTHSITL BCE, YTO MPUKAXKYT.
Bo BcsikoMm ciydae, oH caeiaeT He OoJbllle, YeM IIJIsl OTBOIA
a3, U yX ceds1 He OOUIUT.
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Tuxoe TeuyeHWe STUX TMPa3THBIX, MEIJIUTEIbHBIX MbICICH
OBUTO MPepBaHO JATEKMMU PaCKaTUCTBLIMU BhICTpeaMu. [ie-
HUYHBIA ¢ HAOUTHIM PTOM OT HEOXUIAHHOCTU TPUTHUX, TTPU-
cayliancsi, MoToM, OBICTPO 3amnvxaB B KapMaH OCTaTKU €bl,
Bckouw. Han jecoM B3BMIach B HEOO pacchllmuarasi rpo3ib
pakeT, OCBETWJIa HAa MUT YEpHbIE BEpPILIVMHBI I€PEBbEB U I10-
racna.

— Oit! — 3akpuyan IlieHnuHbt ToBapuinaMm. — Cribl-
muTe? Okpyxarort!..

Vke coBceM cTajo TeMHO. bejbiMu cTeHaMM cjierka Bbl-
JieJisIach CTOPOXKa, BHIPMCOBBIBAJICS B HeOE CIOMaHHBIN
OCTOB IIUTaréayma; CIBIIIHO OBLIO, KaK PsSOIOM, B OKOIIE,
KOITOILIUTCS cTapaTe/bHbli [JIeUnK M y KeJae3HOU A0poru
noout 3emutto CBUCT.

— Ornoxyu, uyro au? Caeiuute? Hemusl B ThuTy!

I'neyuk ycnbliian, BeIIPSIMUIICS B CBOEM elle Hersy6o-
Koi siMe. Brickoumin u3 okona OBceeB U, MPUCIYIIABIINCH,
yepes KapTodeabHOoe MoJie TOPOIIMBO Moaacs K ITimeHny-
HOMy. [Ie-To B TeMHOTEe 3aMBbICIIOBAaTO BRIpyrayicss CBUCT.

— Hy 4ro? — xpuyan u3 okona ITmennunsii. — Jo-
komanuce! S xe roopui eue yrpom. Hagesnuce Ha Thu,
a TaM yXe HeMIIbI.

OBceeB, CTOSI PSIIOM W BCIYIIMBAsICh B 3BYKU 1aJIEKOTO
00s1, yHBUIO MOT4ajl. Bckope 13 TeMHOTBI BEIHBIpHYJI CBUCT,
MOJOIIE] U OCTAHOBWIICSI €33 HACTOPOXEHHBIN [Jeunk.

A TaM, majeKo 3a JeCOM, T'POMBIXaJl HOYHOM OOIii.
K mepBbrIM myjemeraM IpucoenMHUWIUCH Apyrue. Ouepe-
IU UX, CTAJKUBAasCh OPYT C APYIOM, CIMIUChH B OAJIEKUA,
TIPUTIIYIIEHHBIN paccTossHUEM TpecK. becriopsmouHo u He-
TOPOIUIMBO IIEJAKaJXd BUHTOBOUHBIE BBICTpeJibl. B uepHoe
rogHeOeche ele BayleTesla pakeTa, MOTOM BTOpasl U JIBE
BMecTe. [loropasi, oHM McYe3aJd 3a MpPauyHbIMU BepIIU-
HaMU JepeBbeB, a Ha HU3KOM, ODOJIOXKEHHOM TyyaMM HebOe
elre Kakoe-TO BpeMsl MUTaJU MX HesIpKue IMyTJWBBbIE OT-
CBETBHI.

— Hy, — He yaumancs ITieHn4YHEBINA, 00pallasch K Ha-
CTOPOXXEHHbBIM, TIPUMOJKIIUM JoaaMm. — Hy?..
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