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Szczur w labiryncie, 1956
TlepeBop A. Bpyckuna, 1963



YAOJKHUA Ha IIOAKM IIAIIKU C IIPOTO-

KOAaMH OIILITOB, 3alep IIKad, IoBe-

CHUA KAIOY Ha 'BO3Ab U HAIIPABUACS
K ABepu. lllaru 3BOHKO pa3HOCUAUCH B Harpe-
TOW THUIIKWHe. B3gBUINCH 3a PYYKY, A 3aMep C
THOAHSTOM TOAOBOM: IIOCABIIIAACS AETKUU TO-
PONAUBHIN LIeAeCT. «Kpbica, — MEABKHYAO Y
MeHS B TOAOBe. — YApanAa U3 KAETKU? ITO He-
BO3MOJKHO». NaOUPUHT, pacCTaBAEHHBIN Ha
CTOAA@X, I MOT OXBATUTbL OAHUM B3TAIAOM. [leT-
ASIOIINE KOPUAOPUYUKU IIOA CTEKASTHHOMN KPHILII-
KoM OblAM IycTHlL. HaBepHOe, mokasarock. Oa-
HaKo s He ABHrancs ¢ mMecra. CHOBa IIOPOX Y
OKHa. OTYETAUBEIM CTyK KOTOTKOB. OOepHYB-
IIINCE, I OBICTPO IPUCEA U 3aTASTHYA IOA CTOABL
Huuero. Onare HI0poxX, Ha 3TOT pa3 C APYyTrou
CTOPOHEL Sl IOACKOYHMA K IeYKe. YIIPAMBIN IITy-
MOK AOHeCCS U3-3a CIIMHBL. 3aCThIB Ha MecCTe, g
MEAAEHHO MOBEPHYA TOAOBY M IIOCMOTPEA Kpa-
eM raasa. CeeTro u Tuxo. Emje mopox, u elie —
C IPOTHUBOIIOAOKHOM CTOPOHBHI. 51 pe3Ko pa3pBU-
HYyA cToABL. Hudero. CoBceM psiaA0OM CO MHOM Ha-
XaAbHAasl BO3HS, TPECK pa3rpbl3aeMoro AepeBa.
HenoaBM>KHBIN, KaK U3BasgHUe, 1 OOBOAUA TAa-
3amMu KoMHaTy. Huuero. Heo>xupaHHo Tpu-ue-
TBIPE PEe3KUX II0pOXa, IIyM IO0A CTOAAMM.
APpPO>Kb OTBpallleHus IIPOIIAA Y MEHS 110 CIIUHE.
«Hy He 60u1IIbCA JKe Tl KPBIC», — YTOBapUBaA 4
cebs. OT mKaduuKka, KOTOPHBINA I TOABKO UTO
3amnep, AOHecCs 3HepPrUUHLBIN CKpeskeT 3y0OB.
S1 MOACKOUYMA K ABEpLIaM — 3a HUMHU UTO-TO Me-
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4eTCs, MArKO KAOKoueT, TpenenieT. CpBIBaIO 3aMOK... CePHBIN KAYOOK Ae-
TUT MHe IPSIMO B IPyAb. OXBaueHHBIN y>KacoM, 3aAbIXasCh, C OTBPATH-
TEeABHBIM KOMKOM B FOPA€, CA€AAB TaKoe YCHUAMEe, OYATO CBAAMA C cebd
KaMeHHYIO IIAUTY, 1 IPOCHYACH.

B aBTOMOGUAE OBIAO TeMHO. Sl epBa pa3rasipen npodurb PobepTta B
3eAeHOM cBeTe NpuOopoB. OH HeOPEe)KHO OTKUHYACS Ha3ap M CKPeCTUA
PYKU Ha pyAae. [Ae-TO OH MOACMOTPEA 3Ty O3y, HaBepHOe, y KaKoro-
HUOYAB IPOGECCUOHAABHOI'O BOAUTEA.

— Hy, uTo Tam c ToO011? He MOJKelllb YCUAETH? YiKe IOABe3KaeM.

— AYIIHO B 3TOM KOPOOKe, — OYPKHYA £, OITyCKas CTEKAO, ¥ IIOACTA-
BHA AUIIO Pe3KOMY BeTpy. ThbMa CTpeMUTEABHO AeTeAa Ha3ap, TOABKO
A€HTa IIIocce Iepep HaMU MepHO TOKaYUBaAach B cBeTe dap.

OAHH ITOBOPOT, APYTOM — CHOIIBI CBEeTa OTKPBLIBAAM AAMHHBIE KOPU-
AOPBI MEKAY CTBOAAMHU BBICOKMX coceH. Kak 6eable mpu3paKy, BHICKA-
KMBaAM U3 MpaKa U MCcUe3arU AOPO’KHBIe CTOAOMKHU. Heo>kupaHHO ac-
darbT KOHUMACS. «I1IeBpoAe» TOATIPBITHYA Ha BHIOOWHE W, TPUIIASICHI-
Bas, HOMYAACS Y3KOU AeCHOU AOPOrOM — II0 MHe MYPAIIKH! IPOOe>XKaru
IIPU MBICAY, UTO MBI cefuac HaAeTUM Ha KaKoN-HUOYAb HeBBEIKOPUYEeBaH-
HBIM NIeHb. Ho g cMoAdaa. Aec iepep HaMU IIOPEAEA, AePEBbS PACCTYIIN-
AUChH, U MBI OKa3aauch Ha Mecrte. Kak s u okupan, PobepT He yGaBuA
CKOPOCTH Ha Kpalo MOASHBI M CO CKpPe>KeTOM 3aTOPMO3UA y CaMoro IIo-
AOTHHIIIA TTAaAQTKH, OAEAHO IIPOCBEUMBAIOIEro CKBO3b TeMHOTY. [epe-
AHUMU KOAECAaMM MBI YyTh HE YII€PAUCH B KOABIIIKY, K KOTOPBIM OBIAM
NIPUBS3aHBL TPOCHL. S y>Ke XOoTeA BEIpyraThk Pobepra 3a rAymyto OpaBaay,
HO BCIIOMHUA, UTO 3TO HAIll IOCAEAHUH Bedep.

B OabGaHu Ha noute PoOepTa 0XHAAAO U3BECTHE, UYTO Yepe3 ABa
AHS OH AOAJKEH SIBUTHLCS B PEAAKIINI0. POBHO CTOABKO BpeMeHU HYK-
HO, YTOOBI IPEOAOAETEH 6€3 MaAOTO TEICATY KUAOMETPOB, OTAEASIONINX
Hal Aarepb oT OTTaBH: A0 OADaHU Ha aBTOMOOMAE, IIOTOM Ha Iapo-
XOA€e U CHOBa — aBTOCTpaAa. PoOGepT MpeaprOKUA MHE OCTaThCs Ha
o3epe A0 KOHIIA CEeHTSIOPsI, KaK MBI PAaCCUYUTBEIBAAY, HO 5, KOHEUYHO, He
COTAACHACA.

Cpa3sy ke 3a TOPOAOM, BhIe3sKasl B CyMepKax Ha aBTOCTPaAY, MBI I1e-
peexaau 3aiiia. ITo ObIAA eAUHCTBEHHAs AUYb, €CAU He CUUTaTh pope-
A€l, 4TO AOCTAAACh HaM B AOOBIYY. MBI B3sIAM €r0 B MAlIMHYy U Celdac
IIPUHSAAUCE TOTOBUTH YKUH. 3a1] ObIA CTapPBIA U II0O3TOMY OTHEYIIOPHBIM;
MIOACTYIIUTHCS K HEMY YAAAOCH TOABKO OKOAO ITOAyHOUH. bopnsOa ¢ moua-
AUCTBIM >XKapKMM HEMHOTO pa3Besiaa Hallle IOXOPOHHOEe HacCTpPOeHHeE;
3TOMY CIIOCOOCTBOBAAO M IIMBO, IPHUIPSTAHHOE B Oara>kHUKe AAST KaKO-
ro-HuOyAb 0COOO0T0 cAaydas. MBI peIlIiAn, YTO ce9ac UMEHHO TaKOU CAY-
yaii. PoOepT BAPYT BCIOMHUA O IIPUBE3€HHBIX U3 FOPOAKA ra3eTax U I10-
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oIeA 3a HMMHKM K MalllMHe. FaCHyH_H/Iﬁ KOCTep AaBaAaA MAAO CBeTa, U OH

BKAIOYUA OAHY apy.
— IMoracu! — KpUKHYA 4.
— Certuac.

OH pa3A0’KUA ra3eTHbIe IOAOTHUIIIA.

— TBI HEAOCTOUH >KUTE B 3TOU IIOYTEHHOU A€CHOM I'AYIIIH, — CKa3aa
s, 3aKypHuBasg TPyOKy. — ['OpO>KaHUH HeCUYaCTHBIN.

— Ayunie nocayia. — PobepT HaKAOHUACA Hap razetoi. — Tor
MeTeop, 0 KOTOPOM IIMCAaAUM Ha MPOIIAOY HepeAe, moMHUIL? CHOBA I10-
Kaszancs.

— Yenyxa.

— JAa HeT, cAylIaml: «...CeTOAHS PAaHO YyTPOM — 3TO BUYEpAIIHAA
razeTa — OH B TPeTHUH pa3 MPUOAUBUACST K 3eMAE U, BXOAS B BEpXHUE
cAoM aTMocCephl, pacKaAHUACSA A0DeAd, IIOCAe YeTrOo YAAAUACS, OCTHI-
Basi. Ha mpecc-kouHdepennum npodgeccop MeppuBuisep nu3 MeCTHOU
aCTPOHOMHYECKOM 00CepBaTOPUHU OIIPOBEPT BEPCHUIO, PACIIPOCTPAaHSI-
eMyI0 aMepHKaHCKUMHU razetaMu, OYATO OBl 3TO TeAO — KOCMUYeC-
KU KOpaOAb, 0OOAETAIONMM HAIlY NAQHETY Hepep IMOoCapKou. 3To —
3asIBUA IPOdeccop — MeTeOop, 3aXBaUY€HHBIN 3eMHLIM IIPUTSIKEHUEM,
KOTOPBIA CTaA HOBOU AYHOM U 0OpamjaeTcss BOKPYT 3€MAM IO DAAUII-
TUYeCKOU opbuTe. B oTBeT Ha BOIPOC HAIIIETO KOPPECIOHAEHTA, CAEe-
AyeT AU CUMTAThCA C BO3MOJKHOCTBIO MAAE€HUS MeTeopa Ha 3€MAIO,
npodgeccop MeppuBui3ep OTBETHA, UTO 3TO He UCKAIOUEHO, TaK Kak,
OpUOAUIKASACE IPU KA’KAOM 000POTe K 3eMAe, MeTeOop IIOABEPTaeTCa
TOPMOJKEHHUIO BCAEACTBUE TPeHHd O Bo3pyX. HazBanHasg npobaeMa
paspabaTeiBaeTcsI MHOI'MMU 00CepBaTOPUSIMU U OYAET pelleHa B OAu-
Xamnniee BpeMd...» TyT y MeHd ra3eTsl u3 lllTaToB, TpeXAHEBHOM AaB-
"HocTu. Hy oHU TaM u msomiparorca: «KocMuueckKu 3Be3A0AET IIPU-
OAMIKAaeTCSa», « IAEKTPOMO3TU OYAYT II€PEBOAUTH PeUYb HEU3BECTHBIX
CylIecTB», «Y Hac roCTH U3 KocMmoca...» Hy-Hy, — pob6aBua PobepT ¢

OTTEHKOM CO’KaAeHUs, — a g TyT CUJKY B AeCy.
— A, OOBIUHEBIE YTKH, — CKa3aa 1. — ['acu cBeT 1 BLIOPOCH 3Ty MaKy-
AQTYpYy.

— Hy ArapHO, KOHeII CKa3ke...

B noaympake PobGepT BepHYACS K KOCTPY, KOTOPBIM IOKAa CTaA I'Py-
AOM KPaCHBIX YTAeH, TOAOPOCUA BETOK U, KOTAQ OHM 3aHSIAUCH, YCEACST
Ha TpaBy ¥ 3aTOBOPUA HETPOMKO:

— A MO>KeT, ¥ BIPSIMb 3B€3A0A€ET... Hero Thl CMeelIbCs ?

— Aa & 3HaA, 9YTO ThlI HE OCTaBUIIIL 3TOT'O B ITOKOE.

— OX THI, ICUXOAOT, IICUXOAOT, — IIPpoOypuYar PoOepT u noireBeAnn
BETKOM KOCTEeP, KOTOPHIY, CAOBHO PACCEPAUBIINCE, BHIOPOCUA C yrKac-
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HBEIM TPECKOM CHOII UCKpP. — A IoyeMy U B3alpaBAy He MOJKeT OBITh
Kopabasg? Hy-Ka, cKasku?

— Craxy. ['Ae opesino? OT 3eMAU TSHET, Kak U3 IPEUCIOAHEH, a 3TO
K 3aMopo3KaM. MITak, MOM APYT, 3a HIeCTh ThICSAY AeT 3eMHOM ITUBUAM3A-
WU K HaM He TPUOBIA HU OAMH KOCMUUYECKUHM KOpabAb. DpaKoe COOBITUE
Hen30e’>KHO OCTAaBUAO OBI CAEA B UICTOPUUYECKUX XPOHUKaX... Ho ero HeT.
A BepoATHOCTH COOBITUS MOYKHO OII€HUTH II0 TOMY, KaK 4aCTO OHO IIPO-
HUCXOAUT, — MOHMMAaellb? BoabIIMe MeTeOpHl MaAaI0T Ha 3EMAIO peTy-
ASIPHO — pa3, a TO U ABa pa3a B CTOAeTHe. A Kopabael He OBIAO... TO3TO-
MY BEPOSITHOCTB, 9YTO OTHEHHOE TeAO OBIAO PAKEeTOM, MIPAKTUIECKH PaB-

Ha HYAIO.
— Ilycts Tak... Ho Bepb u3BecTHO, — PoOEpT 3aroBOpUA O’KUBAECH-
Hel, — YTO eCTh oOuTaeMble NAaHeThl. He B Hatreit COAHEYHOM CHUCTe-

Me, Tak B Apyrux. Korpa-HuOyaAb BO3bMeET KaKOM-HUOYAL KOPAaOAb pd U
IIPUAETUT K HaM.

— Ag, Bo3Mo>xHO. CKaykeM, 4yepe3 ABa MUAAKWOHA AeT. A MOXKET, yrKe
yepes CTO ThICAY. Kak BUAUMINIE, 9 He X0Uy TeOs orop4arhb.

— Kaxkoe 6BIAO OBl COOBITHE... — BCAYX MeuTaA PobepT. — 3Haelrs,
B 3TOM BOITPOCE MHEHUS AEASITCS TaK: OAHU CUUTAIOT, UYTO TAKOM KOHTAKT
C APYTMIM MHPOM IIpMHeC OB HaM IIOAB3Y, @ APYTHE — YTO 3TO OBIAO OBI
HavYaAOM «BOMHBI MUPOB». A THI Ha Uk CTOPOHE?

— Hu Ha uybell. BeIIAO OBl 4TO-TO BpOAE BU3UTA YAUTOK K OeAKaM, U
pe3yAbTaThl COOTBETCTBYIONINE: HUKaKue. Pa3anunie B CTpOeHUN — IIpe-
IATCTBUE HEOAOAUMOE.

— CTpyKTypBI MO3ra?

— He Toabko. CTPYKTYpHI )KU3HU BOOO1IIe. Aa’Ke eCAU OBl OHU 00Aa-
DAAM PEUYBIO — UTO COBCEM He 00513aTeABHO, — MBI He AOTOBOPUAUCH OBI
C HUMH...

— Ho Beab uepes Kakoe-TO BpeMs YAAAOCh OHI.

— BecbMa COMHUTEABHO.

— ITouemy?

— MBI, ATOAM, — 3PUTEAU: MaccCa HAUIUX MOHSITUHU BBIBOAUTCS M3
cepnl ONITHYECKUX BIIEUaTACHUHN. A UX OUTYIIeHUS MOTYT OCHOBEIBATh-
csl Ha ApyroM npuHnume... Hanpumep, Ha o6ousaun. Mian Ha coBepIeH-
HO HEBEAOMOM — CKakeM, XUMHudecKoM... CTAHOBUTCSA BCE XOAOAHEE.
I[TopOpoch-Ka B OrOHE... BlipoueM, AeA0 AasKe He B pa3HUlle OLYIeHUH,
ee OBl MBI B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIpeopoAeArr. Ho Toraa MBI yBUAEAU OB, UTO
HaM IIPOCTO He 0 YeM C HUMU 'OBOPUTH... MBI CO3Aa€M U COBEPIIIEHCTBY-
eM OYTASIPBEl — AASL JKUABS, AAS YKPBIBAHUSA TeAd, AAS IyTelleCTBUM.
3acuM 3aHUMaeMCs TUTaHNueM U OUNIIeHreM HallluX TeA, ABUTAeMCS 110
0COOBIM METOAMKAaM — 5T UMEIO B BUAY CIIOPT, — U BO BCEX 3TUX 0OAaC-
TAX Y HAC He OBIAO OBI OOIIIEro A3bIKaA. ..
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— Hy uTo TBI roBopuinb, Kapa? Beab He TpuaeTeAr OBl OHU K HaM,
4TOOBI IOTOBOPUTL O MOAE UAU CIIOPTE.

— A oueMm?

— Hy... 06 00mux npobaeMax...

— O rakux?

— UYTo TEI MeH# 3k3aMeHyellb! O HayKe, 0 PU3UKe, O TEXHUKE...

— S AOKaXKy, 4TO THI OolIMbOaelIbesa. Y Tebs oA PyKaMu HeT KaKoTo-
HUOYAB npyTuKa? TpybOka 3acopurack. Cracubo. MTtak, BO-IIEPBBIX, UX
ITUBUAM3AIINSA MOJKET Pa3BUBATLCSI COBCEM B MHOM HalpaBACHUU, YEM
HAaIla, — TOTAd B3aMMOIIOHMMaHNe OBIAO OBl YpE3BBIYANHO 3aTPYAHEHO.
Ho paske ecam mpeallOAOKUTH, 9YTO, KaK M y HAC, OHa 6a3mpyercs Ha
BBICOKOM TEeXHHKeE, BCe PABHO Oecep0BaAu OBl MBI C OTPOMHBIM TPYAOM.
MEI ellle He MO>KeM IIPEOAOAETh IPOCTPAHCTBO MEKAY 3BE3AaMU — He
IpaBpa AM? — @ OHM CaMHM CBOUM IIPUOBITHEM AOKa’XyT, YTO MOTYT.
3HAUUT, OHU IIPEBOCXOAST HAC, ONlepe’kKaloT B TEXHUKE 1 OAHOBPEMEHHO
B HayKe — OAHO CB$I3aHO C ApyTruM. BooOpasu, K ipuMepy, 4TO COBpe-
MeHHBIU (PU3UK, KAKOU-HUOYAB Ae bpoliab nam AOypeHc, BCTpedaeT CBO-
€ro 3eMHOT'0 KOAAETY, JKUBIIEro CTO MATBAECAT UAU ABECTH AeT Ha3aA.
ToTt pacckasbiBaeT 0 KAKUX-TO (PAOTUCTOHAX, & 3TOT TOBOPUT O KOCMU-
YeCKOM U3AYYeHNH, 00 aToMax...

— Hy xopormo, Ho MBI-TO y>Ke 3HaeM 00 aToMax, 1 HEMaAo.

— CoraaceH, HO OHH 3HAIOT CYLIEeCTBEHHO OOABIIE, aTOM MOJKET
OBITH AASL HUX TIOHATHEM O6e3HapAe’KHO yCTapeBIIUM, a MOJKET, OHU ero
BOOOIIIe TEPENPHITHYAH, HHAaUe PEIINAU IpoOAeMy MaTepuH. HeT, He py-
Mato, 4TOOKI Oecepbl OKa3aAuCh IIAOAOTBOPHBI — Aa’kKe B 00AACTU TOY-
HBIX HayK. A B IOBCEAHEBHBIX AeAaX BOBCe He HAIIAOCh OBl HUYeTro 00-
mero. He cymMeB OHSTH APYT Apyra B KOHKPETHBIX BelllaX, MBI TeM 60-
Aee He CMOXKeM AOTOBOPUTHCS B cpepe 0000111eHN M, KOTOPHIe IBASIIOTCS
TTPOU3BOAHBIMU ATUX KOHKpeTHOCTel. MIHble TIAaHEeTh, UHast PU3NOAO-
r'Usl, MHas UHTEeAAEKTYaAbHas KU3Hb... Pa3Be anumib... Ho aTo cKaska...

— YTo «pa3Be AUIIL» ¢ PacCKa>ku.

— O, HMuero. MHe IPHUIIAO B TOAOBY, UYTO C BUAY OHU MOTAU OBI IIO-

XOAUTDH Ha HaC U BCe-TaKU IIPEACTABASITh HEIIOHATHBIN Mup... — S ocra-
HOBHUACH.

— He coBceM norumMaro. UTo TEI XOTeA CKa3aTh?

— Peub 0 TOM, — OOBSICHUA 5, IOCTYKHBAs MYHALITYKOM TPYOKH O

KaMeHb, — 4YTO Ha 3eMA€e TOABKO YeAOBEK AOCTUT BEICOKOT'O YPOBHS pa-
3yMa. B Apyrux yCAOBHSX MOTAM OBI TapaAreAbHO Pa3BUBATLCS ABa pa-
3YMHBIX BUAQ, PA3AUYHBIX...
— U Mme>KAy HUMU BCIIBIXHYAA OB BOMMHA — 00 3TOM ThI TOBOPUIIIH ¢
— HerT. OT0 Kak pa3 3eMHast, aHTPOIIOIEHTPHUYECKas TOUKa 3PEeHUs.
Ayuitie octaBuM (paHTaszuu B nokoe. CKOPO ABQ, AaBay CHATh.
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— Hy T8I x0opom1! Cetiuac criaTh? HeT, THI AOAKEH CKa3aTh BCe.

— Bor ¢ To6oi. CKaxky, XOTd U A€3y B COBEPIIEHHO HEBEPOITHYIO
danTacTuKy. OAUH U3 pa3yMHEBEIX BUAOB MOTI' OBl OBITE YeAOBEKOOOPa3s-
HBIM, HO Ha HU3KOM CTyII€HU PA3BUTHUA... A ADYTOM I'OCIIOACTBOBAA OBbI
U... BooOpa3u cebe TaKyl0 CUTyAIlMIO: Ha 3EMAIO CAAUTCSI KOPaOAb, MBI
HaXOAWM B HeM CYIIIeCTBa, IIOXOJKHUe Ha Hac, YeCTByeM MX KakK IIOKOPH-
Teaed IPOCTPAHCTBa, @ Ha CaMOM AeAe 5TO IIPOCTO HUIIINE BUALI MHOTO
MHpa — IIOHUMaellb, CyIlecTBa, KOTOPBHIX HACTOSANINE KOHCTPYKTOPHI
3BEe3A0AEeTa TOCAAUAY B KAOMHY U BEICTPEAUAHR B IIPOCTPAHCTBO... Hy Kak
MBI IOCHIAGEM B paKeTax 00e3bsiH...

— Hemnnroxag uctopus. [ToueMy THI He TUIIENIb TAKUX PaccKa3oB? Y
TeOs OyiHOe BOOOpa’keHue.

— CKa30K s He MUITY, IOTOMY YTO 3aHAT APDYTUMU AeAaMU. AapHO, Ad-
Bali caTh. YTPOM ellle TTIoTIIAaBaeM Ha 03epe, s XoTeA... [Toropw, uTo 3To?

—TI'pe?

— TaMm, Hap AecoM.

PoGeprt Bckouua ¢ 3eMan. HeBuprMOe A0 cUX IOP HEOO IIOCBETAEAO.
3acBepKaAy KPOMKY TyU.

— YTo 5T0, AyHa? CBET CAUIIKOM IPKHUU... CMOTPH.

3apeBO pa3roparochk. MrHoBeHue — U OAMXKHUE AepPeBbsl HauaAu
oTOpachIBaTh TEHU. BADYT OCAENUTEABHBIN CTOAD OTHS pa3opBaA TydH,
IIPUIIIAOCH 3aKPHITH T'Ad3a. /AUIIO M PYKY OIIAAWA MI'HOBEHHBIN JKap. 3eM-
ASI B3APOTHYAA II0AO MHOM, IIOAIIPLITHYAA U TPOBaAMAACE. [TOTOM ITOCABI-
LIAACS IPOTSKHBIN, HAYIIUM CO BCEX CTOPOH T'POM, KOTOPHIM HapacTanA U
onapanr KackapaMu. CKBO3b CAQOEIOUIUM TPOXOT OBIA CABIINIEH TOABKO
CTPAIIHBIN TPECK MaAQIoOIINX AepeBbeB. [IOphIB ropssuero BeTpa yAapua
B HacC, pa3MeTaia KoCTep, 1 HOYyBCTBOBAA OO’KUTAIOIIYI0 OOAB B HOTe —
MeHS OTrpeAO TOAOBEIIKOMN. 3aABIXasCh B 0OAAKaxX IIE€IIAQ, I ITOKATUACT
Kypa-ToO BOOK. BTUCHYB AWIIO B TPaBy, TOAOKAAA HECKOABKO AOATUX Ce-
KyHA. [TocTenneHHO CTarO TMXO, HECIIOKOWHBIN BeTep ITyMeA B CTBOAAX
YIleAeBIINX AePeBbeB, TEMHOTA BEPHYAACh, U TOABKO HaA CeBEePHEBIM I'o-
PH30HTOM KPaCHOBATO CBETUAACH AVHA.

— Merteop! ToT MeTeop! — B0O36yKAeHHO 3aKprudar PobepT.

OH 3aKpyTHUACST Ha MeCTe, TOACKOUUA K MalllMHe U BKAIOYUA (Paphl.
CBeT BBIPBaA U3 TEMHOTHI PACIAACTaBIIYIOCS Ha 3€MAe ITaAaTKYy, ITepe-
KPY4YeHHBIe U OCBIIIaHHBIE 30A0U ITOCTeAH, @ PoOepT Oeraa BOKPYT U CO-
OOIIIaA AMXOPaAOUYHO:

— I'lepepHee CTEKAO MAIIUHBI TDECHYAO — HABEPHOE, KAKOU-HUOYAD
OCKOAOK... DTy OTPOMHYIO eAb BBIPBaAAO ¢ KOpHeM... CyacThbe, 4TO Hac
AEPEBBS 3aCAOHUAMN... [ToroaH, 1 BO3bMY OMHOKAD, IIOMAEM IIOCMOTPHUM C
Oepera, YTO TaM AEAQeTCH...
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OcCTaBUB BKAIOUEHHBIMHU (papbl aBTOMOOUAS, MBI 11O Y3KOU AOPOJKKE
BBIIIIAM Ha IIAABHO HNOHMKArOMUMNca Oeper OyXTOukHu. B craboM cBeTe
MAAEKOTO 3apeBa eABa HaMeUYaAUCh TeMHBIe KOHTYPHL CKaa, TOpYallnx
u3 Bopbl. PoOepT BHUMATEABHO pacCMaTpUBaA B OMHOKAL TEMHOTY, HO
HUYero He OOHAPY>KUA, KpOMe PAaBHOMEPHOTrO NyPIyPHOTO CBeUYeHUd y
CeBEepHOTO TOPU30HTA.

— Chaymat, norapem tyaa. [Tocmorpum BOAu3u. Hy, aApyXuie, Ka-
Kadg y MeHd OypeT ceHcanusa! — Bo33Baa Pobepr.

BAOXHOBAEHHBIN 3TOM UAE€eH, OH KUHYACS K Aarepio.

— AASI TBOeM ra3eTbl? — CIIPOCHA 51 CEPbE3HO, XOTSI B TOPAE Y MEeHS
1IIEKOTAaAO OT CAEP>KMBAEMOTO CMeXa.

— A kaxk xel!

— VY>ke Tpetuti yuac. Houb. AaBali-Ka ASI’)KeM CIIaTh.

— Kaxk TbI MO>KelIb!

— NAOXXHMCH ClIaTh! — IIOBTOPHUA S BHYIIUTEABHO. — Bepu MOAOTHU-
IIle C ADYTOM CTOPOHBI, HaTIHEeM. MaTpalibl MPOALIPSIBAEHEI, Kak pelle-
TO... Hy>KHO B34Tb ITIOAYIIKU U3 MAIIUHBL. ECAM 3TO OBIA MEeTEeOp, OH AO
yTpa He cOeXHUT. 3aCBETAO MOJKEM MPEAIPUHSITE TyAd SKCKYPCHIO —
yepe3 03epo, IOTOMY YTO Ha MalllMHe He IIpoexaThb. [lo-Moemy, 3TO Ha
ceBepHOM b6epery, Ha OoaoTe. MamnHa 1eaa?

— Aa, TOABKO TIepepHee CTEKAO...

— W #a ToMm cnacu6o. A Teniepb — CHAaThb.

PoGeprt, Oypua 4TO-TO HacueT OOBIBaTEAE!, KOTOPEIE, Ad’Ke €CAUM Ha-
CTyHIUT KOHEIl CBETqa, He 3a0yAYT HapAeTh BOMAOUYHEIE TY(OAU, BMECTe CO
MHOM IOCTaBUA IAAATKY U YAOJKUA B HEM aBTOMOOUABHEIE CUAEHBS. MBI-
Thbe IIOCYABI, B CBSI3U C UCKAIOUMTEABHBIMU COOBITUSMU, MBI OTAOKUAM
A0 yTpa. A y>Ke 3aceian, Koraa PoOepT OKAMKHYA MeHS:

— Kapa, ¢ ToUKHu 3peHud CTaTUCTUKHU, BEPOATHOCTH TOTO, YTO Me-
Teop yImapAeT Kak pas 3AeCh, Oblra paBHA HYAIO. UTO THI Ha 3TO CKa’Kellb...
TBI MEHS CABIIINIIL? — EePEeCIPOCUA OH TPOMUE.

— CABIIIY, — OTBETUA g ceppuTOo. — OCTaBb MeHd HaKOHeI] B IIOKOe.

51 HaTAHYA Ha TOAOBY OAESA0 U TOTYAC YCHYA. MeHs pa3OyAuA aBToO-
MOOUABHBIM KAAKCOH. Sl BEITAGHYA M3 HaraTKU. BEIAO y>Ke cBeTao. Po-
OepT BO3UACHA C MAalIMHOM. OH IPUHAACSA OOBICHATH, UTO Ha*kKaA TYAOK
HedYasdHHO. 5l He CTaa ero CAyIIaTh U ITOIIeA K BoAe. Hatrr 6uBak HaXOAUA-
CsI Ha KOHIle OOABIIOTO IIOAYOCTPOBA, BAABABIIETOCS B YepHOe, IIOYTU
HeIIOABUIKHOE 03epo, B KOTOPOM OTpa’karach IAOTHaA cTeHa aeca. Koe-
rAe B Hel 3usAu IporaAuHbl. CeBepHBIN Oeper o3epa, 0OBIYHO IpoYep-
YeHHBIM Ha TOPMU30OHTE TOHKON AMHUEN, celidac He ObIA BUAEH — TaM
TAHyAACh IleAeHa Oenoro TymMaHa. Cpasy ke 3a OOABIIMMHU KaMHSIMU
OBINO TAYOOKO. 51 IPBEITHYA B BOAY, Y MEHS IEPEXBATUAO ABIXaHUE — Ta-
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Kas OHa ObIAA XOAOAHAs, OOOTHYA MBIC M IIOTOM, A€’Ka Ha CIIMHe U pado-
Tasd TOABKO HOTaMHM, BepHYACS Ha Oeper. PobepT y>ke CTaAKHUBAA AOAKY,
HO eMy IIPHUIIAOCE IIOAOKAATE, IOKA S I03aBTPaKalo, — g He XOTeA IIOA-
AABaThCA Ha €ro YrOBOPHL U eCTh B ITyTU. [10TOM He >Keran 3aBOAUTHCS
MOTOP, HY’KHO OBIAO IIPOAYTH KapOopaTop, TaK YTO MBI OTYAAMAU TOAB-
KO [TOCAE AECSTH.

3a HaMU IIPOCTHPAaAach U3pe3aHHasd AUHUSI AeCHUCTOTO bepera, ypa-
AMBIINCH OT HEro, MBI IIOYYBCTBOBAAU CAAOBIM BOCTOUHBIU BETEp, IIOA-
HSABIIUN AETKYIO BOAHY. MOTOpP 'POMKO CTy4aa, MBI OBICTPO ABUTAAUCH
BIlepep. MUHYT yepe3 NATHAAIATL Oeper IpeBPaTUACS B CUHEBATYIO I10-
AOCKY, 3aTO CT€HA TyMaHa, Ka3aA0Ch, B3BABIMAETCSI BCE BHIIIIE, MOAOUYHBIN
ap AOCTHT y>Ke XMyporo Heba. MHe OBIAO HeUero AeAaTh, I HEIIOABUK-
HO CHAEA Ha CKaMbe U BCe CHUAbHEelN COMHeBaACsd B IJeAecO00pa3HOCTU
HAIIIero moxoaa. S crapascs IPUIIOMHUTH BCE, UTO YUTAA O MEeTeopax,
0cobeHHO 00 OTPOMHOM CHUOMPCKOM MeTeopuTe. MecTo ero napeHusd
0e3pe3yAbTaTHO UCKAAU F'OAAMHU, a JKUTEeAsIM OKPEeCTHBIX CeAeHUM, Hap,
KOTOPBIMM IIPOAETEA METEOPHT, Ka3aA0Ch, UTO OH yIIaA COBCEM PSIAOM.
Ecam «Hali» MeTeop TO)Xe OBIA OTPOMHEBIM, OH MOT YIIaCTh Ha AECSATKU
MHAB AQAbIlle Ha CeBep, AyMaAa 5, U IMOUCKU HU K YeMy He IPHUBEAYT.
OpHAKO 3TOT TyMaH... Sl ellle HUKOTAQ He BUAEA TAKOI'O I'yCTOrO U Ha
CTOAB OOABIIIOM IIPOCTPAHCTBe. MHe BAPYT IIPUIIAO B TOAOBY, 4TO Oe3
KOMIIaca MBI B HeM 3a0AypuMCcA. S B3ArASIHYA 3a KOpMYy — Oepera ucues-
AU, BOKPYT IPOCTHUPAAOCH UePHOE, NCCeUEeHHOEe BOAHAMHU, MEPHO KOABI-
XaBIllee AOAKY 03epo. Aa’ke eCAU MeTeOop yIIaA OTHOCUTEABHO OAU3KO...
IyTh K HEMY, Ad ellle IIo O0OAOTY, OypeT He U3 Aerkux. B aBTromoOuae
OBIAa KapTa OKPECTHOCTEeH, ee Hy>KHO OBIAO B34Th C COOOM, HO, Kak 3TO
OOBIUHO OBIBaeT, MBI O Hell 3a0blAu. HanpaBaeHUe K IIeHTPY KaTacTpo-
¢BI TOKA3bIBAIOT CBOMMU KOPHSIMU IMOBAAEHHBIE AEPEBbS... IO KpalHel
Mepe TeopeTuuecKku. [To 6epery, K KOTOPOMY MBI CTPEMHUANUCH, ABUTATh-
cs1 OBIAO HEAErKo Aa’ke IIPU XOpolllel BUAUMOCTHU... Bce npeanpusTue
y>Ke Ka3ar0oCh MHe 6€CCMBICAEHHBIM, OAHAKO S MOAYAA, CAMIIKOM XOPO-
1110 ITOHMMas, YTo Po6epT OyAET rAyX K AOBOAAM PacCyAKa.

MBI OAIABIBAAM K TyMaHHOU cTeHe. KAOubsl TyMaHa TIHYAMCH K
HaM; OHU CTEAVAUCH HapA, BOAOY M OBIAY ITOXOJKY HAa OTPOMHBIE CKPIOYEH-
HBIe KOPHU. MBI OKYHYANCH B MOAOUHYIO IlereHy. Ele pa3 B mpocBeTe
Me>X KAyDOaMu TyMaHa S YBUAEA YEPHBIM IPOCTOP BOABI, IIOTOM €r0 pac-
TIABIBAIOIUECS SI3BIKYA MSITKO COMKHYAHCE; TeIIePb MBI IIABIAM B TEIIAOH
BAAKHOM Tyde. MeHsI OXBaTHUAO CTpPaHHOe YyBCTBO — He CTpax, a He-
IIPEOAOAUMOE OIIyIeHNe, YTO MBI IPUOAMIKAeMCsI K 9eMY-TO HeoOhId-
HOMY M OHO BOT-BOT BHIHLIDHET M3 HEIIPO3PavyHOro cseTta. Sl Ha’kaa Ha
PYKOSTH MOTOPA U MOAHSIA BPAIIalOIINICSA BUHT U3 BOABI.
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— YTo THI AeAaelnb! — BOCKAUKHYA PobepT.

APpYyTol pyKOH g OITyCTHUA BECAO; MHE Ka3aA0Ch, UTO IPOUCXOAUT UTO-
TO Hexopolree. Bopa, BMecTO TOro 4ToObl 3a0yPAUTE BOKPYT AONATKHU
BECAQ, OCTAAACh HEIIOABU>KHOM.

— PobGepT, — KPUKHYA g, — Hac HeceT TeueHue. PaHbIlle eTo 3peCh
He OBIAO.

BeanIli Tap 3alTIOAHUA AOAKY, pa3Ma3aB ouepTaHUs Hoca.

OHepruuyHo paboTasi BECAOM, s IOCTABUA ee OOPTOM, a IIOTOM KOP-
MOM K HaIlpaBA€HMIO IOTOKQ, OITYCTHUA BUHT, BOAA 3@ KOPMOM 3aKUIIeAq,
HO, XOTSI MOTOP TOAKAA HacC Tellepb B OOPaTHOM HallpPaBA€HUU, MBI IIPO-
AOASKAAU IIABITH B TAYOBb Ty4l, KOPDMOM BIIEPEA,

— Bechaa! Po6epT, Becaa! — 3aopan s.

AopKa y’Ke He IOKAQuMBaAach, Kak Ipexxpe. OHa BUOpHUpOBara — He
CHUABHO, HO TakK, YTO B 3TOM MEAKOUN APO’KU YyBCTBOBAAACh HEOAOAMMAS
CHAa NMOTOKE, — M MdYaAach, MpoH3ad TyMaH. CTaHOBHUAOCE TEMHEH; B
pa3pbiBax TyMaHa BOAQ, paccekaeMas BeCAaMU, Oblaa CTPAHHO KOpHY-
HeBol. Hamu ycuama He A@BaAU pe3yAbTaTa, OT CTPEMUTEABHOTO ABH-
JKeHUsI cKaMelMKa II0A0 MHOM ApoO’Kana, Kak HaTAHyTad CTpyHa. B sToT
MOMEHT IPSIMO HaA HaMU MOCABIIIAACS 0aCOBUTHIN TOAOC MOTOpa. «Ca-
MOAEeT!» — BOCKAUKHYAU MBI OAHOBPEMEHHO, 3aAPaB T'OAOBEI B HAAEKAL
Ha 9yp0. MBI He YBUAEAU HUYETrO. 3BYK MOTOPA YAQASIACSH, IIOTOM IIPOIan
COBCeM, 3aTO CKBO3b IIOCTYKUBAHUE HAIIIETO MOTOPYMKA IIPOPBAACS TAY-
XOU I'yA, IIOXO’KHUHU Ha I'yA BOAOIIaAd. Biepepy, B TyMaHe OUYEpPTUACH Y-
AOBHUIIIHEIN TOPO; AOAKA B3ABIOMAACE U PUHYAACh BHU3. OTYassHHO pabo-
Tasi BeCAAMHU, MBI TIIETHO IBITAAUCH YAEP KaThb ee B paBHOBecuu. S 1o-
YyBCTBOBAA, YTO CKaMbs BEIPBEIBAETCS U3-TI0A MEHS, YAAP XOAOAHOM BOA-
HBI IIIBEIPHYA MEHS B CTOPOHY, S IOTEPSA U3 BHAY PobepTa U MOIIABIA,
0eCcco3HaTeAbHO CTapasch yAepsKaThbCd Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH, HO YyBCTBO-
Baa, 4TO cAabero. S AeTea IO YepHOM, KPYTO CIlapalolel AyTe, Co BCexX
CTOPOH IIOTOKU BOABI BPBIBAAUCH B KAOKOUYIIYIO BOPOHKY. MeHs 3aca-
CBIBaAO. TAHYAO Bce rAyOsKe U rAyOsKe. 3aABIXasiCh, AABSCh, I YBUAEA
IIYABCUPYIOIINE KPpacHbIE OTHU U IIOTEPSIA CO3HAHUE.

A1 mpumen B ce0s OT pPBOTHL. SI Ae’KaA KUBOTOM HA 4e€M-TO TYTOM,
5AACTUYHOM, BBIIAEBBIBAS U BBIXapKUBasg BOAY. /AexXaa AOATO. UTo-To
IIAOCKO€, CKOAB3KOE YAAPSIAO MeHs B O0K. OTO ABUJKeHHE 3aMHParo Ha
BpeMs U CHOBA HAUYUMHAAOCH, OHO OBIAO IIOXOJKe Ha TpelleTaHUue JKUBOT'O
cymiectBa. OHO OTPe3BUAO MeHd. [IpUNIOAHABININCE Ha PYKax, I ceA. S
Hayaa BUAETH: BOKPYT OBIAO TEMHO, HO BOAM3HU BCE MEPIIAA0 OYeHb CAa-
OBIM cepoBaThIM cBeTOM. M HeBpaneKe Aeskan KaKOMW-TO OOABIION cAabo
CBeTAIIUNCS TpeAMeT. Bee ellle KalIAgd, I HOAHSA PYKY K AHILY, YTOOBI
yTepeThbcs, ¥ ocToAOeHeA. CKBO3b MOIO MOKPYIO PyOallIKy, OOAEIIUBITYIO
TEeAO, CKBO3b IIIOPTHL IPOOMBAACSA MYTHBIU CBeT. MOM AGAOHU, HAABIIHI,
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