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Bctynnenue

9 cBf3aHa C a@HMMINCKMM $A3bIkOM Oonble 15 net, M ewé B panekom
2009 rogy mMou npenogasatenu B MIJ1Y (M3BecTHOM BceM MHs3e Mopuca
Tepesa) rosopunu: «Ecnm xoueLb ynyywnTb CBOM MHOCTPAHHbIN S3bIK — Y-
Tan». §1 3aNoMHMNA 3Tv CI0Ba, M yxe kak 11 net co ctyneHtammn B MITIMMO
Mbl €XXeAHEBHO MHOMO YATAeM, MU Ha OCHOBE MPOUYMTAHHOIO Mbl MOMOJHSIEM
3anac NeKCUKK, yayyllaem rpaMMaTKy U MHOFO roBOPMM. 3Ta KHUra, Kak Bbl
Y€ A,0rafanmch, MOCTPOEHA MO TAKOMY Xe MPUHLLMNY.

B a1oi KHure Bbl npoynTaete 20 UCTOPUIA O XKU3HAX BCEMUPHO U3BECTHbIX
PYCCKMX MucaTenei U apTUCTOB, B TOM YUC/Ie XYLOXKHUKOB.

C TBOpYECTBOM 6O/BLUMHCTBA M3 BbIOPAHHbIX MHOK JIMYHOCTEN S 3HAKOMA
nunyHo. Korga nucana npo C.§. Maplaka, BCMOMUHanNa, Kak s MHOXeCTBO
pa3 YnTana NoBeCTb O MANEHBbKOM FIYNOM MbILWOHKE CBOMM AeTsaM, Codbe
un JlbBy. TBOpuecTBo JI.H. Tonctoro Takxe 6113k0 MOeMy IMTepaTypPHOMY MH-
Tepecy, a BoT B.B. HabokoBa MHe 6bIn0 Bceraa CI0XHO NOHSATb, UMEHHO MO-
3TOMY i C MHTEPECOM ONMUCbIBAsIA €r0 BULEHME CBOEN CNOPHOM «JlonuTbi».

Korpa v Bbl, JOpOroit yuTaTenb, bynete uMtaThb 3TU rNaebl, BaM ByayT BCTpe-
UaTbCA YXKEe 3HAaKOMbIE CO LLUKOJ/IbHbIX NET NPOM3BENEHUS NUTEPaTypbl U UC-
KyCcCTBa, M 9 6yAy paja, v 3Ta KHUra MOMOXKET BaM B3MISHYTb Ha NPUBbIY-
Hble BELLM NO-HOBOMY M, KOHEYHO, Y3HaTb MHOFO MHTEPECHOTO O JIBUMBbIX
reposix.

B Hauane kaxnow rnaebl €CTb CMMCOK HOBbLIX CJIOB M TEKCT O repoe. Mocne
TeKCTa BaM NPeACTOUT CaMOCTOSTENbHOE BbIMOMHEHUE YNPaXHEHWUI Ans
3aKpeneHus CI0B M rpaMMaTUYECKMX NPABUI, KOTOpble s 06bsCHsNa Npo-
CTbIM S13bIKOM.

B 31OV KHUre Bbl y3HaeTe MHOIO HEM3BECTHbIX PAKTOB M3 XKM3HM U3BECTHbIX
nestenen nutepaTypbl U UCKYCCTBA, Bbly4MTE HOBbIE C/IOBA M HAY4YWUTECH MX
NPUMEHSITb B PeYu.




Obpatute BHMMaHMe, YTO B KOHLLE KaXAOW rnaBbl ecTb pasgen Let’s Talk,
KOTOPbIN COAEPXKMUT BOMPOCHI ANS pa3MblluieHus. He ctecHsanTech ux obcey-
X[aTb, BblpaXkalTe CBOE MHEHUWe, CnopbTe C APY3bSIMU U FOBOPUTE HA aH-
FNIUACKOM.

51 xouy nobnarogapuTb MOK MaMy 3a TO, YTO OHA BHEC/]1a OFPOMHbIV
BK/1A4, B CO34aHWE 3TOM KHUMM, YTO KPOMOTIMBO COCTaBAsNA M Npo-
BEpsa LOCTOBEPHOCTb MHMOpMaLun B Bruorpadusax M noMorana MHe
c petansamu. Mamyns, cnacmbo.

41 xenato BaM NPUATHOTO YTEHNA U HEYraCaeMOoro nHTepeca K 4a3blKy.



1. Alexander Pushkin

Russia’s most beloved poet and father
of modern Russian literary language
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Alexander Pushkin began writing at the
age of seven. He was the first Russian
writer to earn a living through his liter-
ary work. His creative output was remark-
ably diverse, encompassing not only lyric
poetry but also fairy tales. Pushkin wrote
historical prose and works in support of

revolutionary causes, the latter even led
to him being sent into exile.

Clever but Unruly

Alexander Pushkin was born in Moscow
on June 6, 1799, into an impoverished no-
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ble family. He was the son of State Coun-
cillor Sergei Lvovich Pushkin and Nadezhda
Osipovna Gannibal — the granddaughter of
Abram Petrovich Gannibal, ‘the Moor of Peter
the Great” and the godson of Emperor Peter |.

In early childhood, he was a quiet and
sedentary boy. Pushkin received his pri-
mary education at home, a system typical
for noble families of the time: his parents
hired tutors and teachers from France,
Germany, England, and Russia. Studying
wasn’'t easy for Pushkin, and his tutors
noted his lack of diligence. Soon, however,
the boy discovered a passion for reading.

‘I do not know what will become of
my eldest grandson. The boy is clever
and a lover of books, and yet he studies
poorly, rarely submitting his lessons
properly. One moment you cannot
stir him, nor can you drive him out to
play with the other children; the next,
he suddenly bursts out and becomes
so unruly that nothing can restrain
him. Truly, he throws himself from one
extreme to the other, with no middle
ground.”
His grandmother,
Maria Gannibal

This passion for reading soon inspired
Pushkin to try his own hand at writing.

By seven, Pushkin was composing small
comedies in French, imitating Moliere.
Later, after reading the works of La Fon-
taine, the young author was inspired to
try his hand at fables.

“The Frenchman” at the Tsarskoye
Selo Lyceum

In 1811, Pushkin’s parents decided to send
their 12-year-old son to the Lyceum in
Tsarskoye Selo. Pushkin found himself in
a privileged, closed institution, but among
peers from similarly impoverished noble
families. The days were long and rigor-
ously structured, with classes beginning
at seven in the morning and stretching
into the late evening. Alexander Pushkin
regarded his alma mater as a “monastery”
and dreamed of the freedom that would
come with graduation.

Academically,Pushkin was far from a mod-
el student. He particularly struggled with
logic and mathematics, and though he
possessed a brilliant memory, his teachers
despaired over his lack of perseverance
and attention, but noted his erudition.

One of his fellow students recalled that
this passion for French earned Pushkin
the mocking nickname “the Frenchman’

In Russian, Alexander Pushkin composed
small epigrams and wrote poetry. His

10
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first major success came in 1815 during
a winter exam — the 15-year-old lyceum
student recited his poem “Recollections in
Tsarskoye Selo.

Pushkin later wrote:

‘I don’t remember how | finished my
recitation; | don’t remember where I ran
off to. Derzhavin was in raptures; he
demanded me, wanted to embrace me...
They looked for me, but did not find me.”

It was also during his Lyceum years that
the writer developed a fondness for card
games. The most popular game of the
time — shtoss — was later immortalized
in his story “The Queen of Spades.

Service or Literary Career

After graduating from the Lyceum, Push-
kin was assigned to the College of For-
eign Affairs as a low-ranking official. But
state service held little appeal for the
young man. And soon a recognized and
accomplished author was welcomed into
literary circles.

In 1819, Pushkin joined the literary-the-
atrical society “The Green Lamp.” Its mem-
bers propagated liberal ideas. At their
meetings they read poetry, discussed the-

atrical premieres, and critiqued journalis-
tic articles. These gatherings involved not
only social debates but also political con-
versations, all of which influenced Push-
kin’s work. He wrote several epigrams on
statesmen of the era,the ode “Liberty,”and
the poems “To Chaadaev” and “The Village.

These sharp political works drew the ire
of Emperor Alexander I, who decided to
exile Pushkin to Siberia or the Solovetsky
Monastery. However, the historian Nikolai
Karamzin interceded on the poet’s behalf,
and Pushkin was transferred from the
capital to the South. Before his departure
in 1820, the poet completed his narrative
poem “Ruslan and Lyudmila.”

First Exile

From 1820 to 1824, Alexander Pushkin
lived in exile in Kishinev, Odessa, the
Crimea, and the Caucasus. During this
time, he wrote the poems “The Prisoner of
the Caucasus” and “The Fountain of Bakh-
chisaray,” composed over 40 other poems,
began his novel in verse “Eugene Onegin.
During his exile, Pushkin studied foreign
languages and traveled through the Cau-
casus and Crimea.

Meanwhile, the poet’s books began to be
published in St. Petersburg, and he be-
came the first writer in Russia to earn his
living solely by his pen.

1
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However, in Moscow in 1824, the police
intercepted a letter from Pushkin to his
former lyceum friend Kichelbecker, in
which he wrote of his fascination with
“atheistic teachings.” For such statements,
the poet faced more than mere dismissal.
Pushkin was sent into genuine exile at his
family’s estate in the village of Mikhai-
lovskoye, in the Pskov province. The writer
was stripped of his modest salary, placed
under surveillance, and given no indica-
tion of when his punishment would end.

“Pushkin is an extraordinary pheno-
menon, and perhaps the unique
manifestation of the Russian spirit: he
is a Russian man in his development,
as he will appear, perhaps, in two
hundred years. In him, Russian nature,
Russian  soul, Russian language,
Russian character are reflected in the
same purity, in such purified beauty, as
a landscape is reflected on the convex
surface of a lens.”

From the memoirs of N.V. Gogol

Reclusive Life

Pushkin Llived a reclusive life. While in
exile at his mother’s estate, the poet was
friendly with many Decembrists, though
he did not belong to their secret society
himself. He was deeply affected by the ar-

rest, execution, and exile of his comrades.
Yet, this reclusive life was not destructive
for Pushkin; on the contrary, the writer
read, worked, and reflected extensively.
In Mikhailovskoye, Pushkin wrote “The
Gypsies,” and the first chapter of “Eugene
Onegin.” His tragedy “Boris Godunov” be-
came a pivotal point in his career,marking
his transition from the heroics of Roman-
ticism to arealistic portrayal of characters.

The exotic and the abstract faded from
his work, replaced by the realities of con-
temporary life.

“l Wish to Publish Myself,
or to Be Released into the World”

In 1826, his first collection, “Poems by Al-
exander Pushkin,” was published to great
success. Pushkin wrote the remaining
chapters of “Eugene Onegin” but was in
no hurry to publish them. To a publish-
er, the poet sharply retorted: “/ wish to
publish myself, or to be released into the
world” — meaning he wanted to be freed
from exile.

Following the coronation, Emperor Nich-
olas | expressed a desire to meet with
Alexander Pushkin. He was brought to
the Tsar and received permission to live
anywhere except St. Petersburg. During
this meeting, the Tsar also proposed that
Pushkin become his personal censor.

12
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After his conversation with Nicholas I, the
writer hoped for complete creative free-
dom. However, the Tsar had other plans:
Pushkin was to become a court poet. Cen-
sorship tightened, his personal correspon-
dence was monitored, and his every move
was reported. Pushkin was even forbidden
from traveling freely around the country
and reading his works in public. Despite
the strict control, he continued to champi-
on liberal ideas, dedicating his poem “The
Poet and the Crowd” to this theme.

Personal Life

In 1829, at a ball, Alexander Pushkin met
Natalya Goncharova. The girl was 16 at
the time, the poet was nearly 30. The
most celebrated beauty of Moscow im-
mediately captivated Pushkin, and a few
months later, he proposed. Her mother,
citing her young age, did not give her im-
mediate consent. The writer left Moscow
for the Caucasus, where a war was raging,
to visit his brother. In the Caucasus, Push-
kin wrote a cycle of poems dedicated to
the region, including “The Caucasus” and
“On Georgia’s Hills, the Night Lies Deep...” A
year later, her parents finally blessed the
union. However, the wedding was com-
plicated by the fact that Pushkin had no
property. His father then gave him a por-
tion of the family estate, Boldino, in the
Nizhny Novgorod province, and Pushkin
set off to settle the legal matters.

“Boldino Autumn”

The writer expected to stay in Boldino for
no more than a month, but an outbreak of
cholera forced him to remain there for three
months.This “Boldino Autumn”became a pe-
riod of unprecedented creative productivity.
In Boldino, Pushkin wrote his “Little Trage-
dies; the drama “The Mermaid,” the narrative
poem “The Little House in Kolomna,” and nu-
merous lyric poems. The poet dreamed of
seclusion, a quiet family life, and peaceful
work on his books. Yet, these desires were
not destined to be fulfilled.

Dying for Pride

Natalia Goncharova is the woman who
played a fatal role in the life of Alexander
Pushkin. Her personality has always been
very controversial: she was called the evil
genius that destroyed the great poet, and
a victim.

13
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In St. Petersburg, there was a lot of gossip
about Pushkin’s wife and her admirers; the
poet received anonymous letters. He could
not remain cool-headed and endure the of-
fensive rumors. On February 8,1837,a duel
took place between Alexander Pushkin and

Georges dAnthés, the main intriguer sully-
ing Natalya Pushkina’s reputation. During
the duel, the poet was mortally wounded
and died two days later. Alexander Pushkin
was buried in the grounds of the Svya-
togorsky Monastery in the Pskov province.

YnpaxHeHue 1. OTBeTbTE HA BONPOCHI.

1. Who were Alexander Pushkin’s parents?

2. How did Pushkin’s grandmother, Maria Gannibal, describe his character in early
childhood?

3. Was Pushkin a diligent student? What subjects did he find hard to learn?

4. What made Pushkin’s literary work so remarkable?

5. Which work marked Pushkin’s turn to realism?

6. How did Pushkin’s period of reclusive exile impact his literary work?

7. What was the writer’s famous reply about publishing his work?

8. Why was Pushkin exiled if he wasn’t a Decembrist?

9. Why do you think some people blame Natalya Goncharova for Pushkin’s death?

YnpaxHeHnue 2. Are these statements true or false? If false, why? Disprove them.

1.
2.

Alexander Pushkin started writing at an early age.

Pushkin could hardly earn a living through his literary work and throughout life
struggled to make ends meet.

. The writer’s family was wealthy and influential during his childhood.
. The young writer was an exemplary student at the Tsarskoye Selo Lyceum.

. Pushkin earned the nickname “the Frenchman” because of his love for French lit-

erature.

. The Russian writer was exiled to Siberia.

Pushkin was a member of the Decembrist secret society.

14
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8. Pushkin’s tragedy “Boris Godunov” marked his shift to realism.

9. Emperor Nicholas | allowed Pushkin to live anywhere, including St. Petersburg.
10. Pushkin’s wife, Natalya Goncharova, was 10 years old when they met.
11. The “Boldino Autumn” was a period of low creativity for Pushkin.

12. Pushkin challenged Georges dAnthés to a duel because of rumors about his wife.

Vnpa)KHeHMe 3. CoeMHMTE CNOBA C UX 3HAYEHUSIMM.

1. impoverished a.a sudden occurrence of something, like a
disease or violence

2.rigorously b. the act of carrying out a death sentence

3.in raptures ¢. showing a lack of discipline; disobedient

4. unruly d. the state of being alone, away from others

5.fondness e.a liking or affection for something

6.ire f.calm and not easily upset, especially in a
difficult situation

7. execution g.filled with great joy and delight

8. consent h. permission or agreement

9. outbreak i.intense anger

10. gossip j-in an extremely strict, thorough, and precise
manner

11. seclusion k. poor; having lost wealth and possessions

12. cool-headed L. casual talk about other people, often involv-
ing rumors

YnpaxHeHue 4. 3anonHute Tabnuuy NoaxoaAwmMMmM raronaMm M3 cnmcka. Mx nepesos
Bbl MOXETE HAMTW B CMMUCKE C/I0B Nepes, TEKCTOM.

to sully, to tighten, to imitate, to intercede, to encompass, to capti-
vate, to recite, to stretch into, to propagate, to retort
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