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«TanHCTBEHHBIN cajf» — BeIMYalIas AeTCKas KHUTA BCEX BPEMEH, U
MHE IOTPE6OBATIOCh HEMAJIO BPEMEHH, YTOOLI HAOPATbCS CMEJIOCTH €€
WLTIOCTpUPOBaTh. UTO e ybequIo MEHd B TOM, YTO s CMOIY CO3JaThb
WLTIOCTPALMY, JOCTOMHBIE 3TOM KHUTK? I moHMMasa, 9To Cyrybo AeKo-
PATHBHBII IOAXOJ HE TOAUTCA JUIS IPOU3BEAEHUSI CO CTOJb IIyOOKUM
CMBICJIOM, TIO3TOMY PEIINJIA BIOKUTH KAaK MOXHO OOJIBIIE 3TOTO CMBICIA
B CBOM PHCYHKHU, pa3Mellas UX PsSJOM CO CJIOBAMH, KOTOPBIE OHM WJI-
JIOCTPUPYIOT, B HaJAEXJe, YTO BMECTE€ OHU OyAyT NPOU3BOAUTL Gojee
dapKoe BredaTaeHue. S cjenansa MHOXKECTBO WILIIOCTPAIUNA, BeJb 3TO
O4YeHb OoJbIllasg KHUTA, U K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOIZa paboTa HMOAXOAMIA K
KOHIly, 1 04eHb yromuaack. Ho cama uynecnasa ncropus ®pancuc Xomx-
con bépHerT HuKorga MHe He HajgoecT. HekoTophle maccaxu s nepedu-
TBIBAIO CHOBA U CHOBA, KAKJBIM pa3 HAXoJsd B HUX UTO-TO HOBOE, YETO
HE 3aMeyaa paHblIe.
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I'masa 1

oria Mepu JleHHOKC npuciaim KuUTb K Jdhe, B Mucceib-

TyaUT-M3HOpP, BCE TOBOPUWJIM, YTO OHA CAMBIM HENPHUSATHBIN

pe6GEHOK, KAaKOr0 UM KOTJa-TN60 NPUXOAUIOCHh BUAETH. JTO
ObLIa TIpaBja.

VY Hee OBLIO MAJIEHBKOE Xy/0€ JHII0 U MaJICHbKOE Xynoe Tesno. Boio-
Cbl y Hee ObLIM OEJOKypble, XKUAKHE, a JINIO, C BEYHO KUCJIBIM BbIpaKe-
HUEM, JKEJTOe, IIOTOMy UYTO OHa poawIach B MHaum u Be4yHO XBOpaja
TO TE€M, TO JPYTHUM.

Oren ee cOCTOSIT HA CAYKO€ Yy AHIIUIICKOTO IIPABUTEIbCTBA, BCET-
Ja OGBIBAJI OYEHDb 3aHAT M TOXKE YAaCTO XBOPAI, a MAaTh €€ ObLIa Kpa-
caBUIlA, KOTOpas JIOOMJIA TOJBKO OBIBATH B TOCTSIX U BECETUTD-
csl B KPYTy BeceJbIx mioneil. Eif BoBce He Hy:keH ObLI peGEeHOK,
U, Korja pojuaack Mepu, oHa nopyuymia yXxoJ| 3a HEIO Ty3€M-
HOW CJyXKaHKe, WIN aid, KOTOPOU JaJMu INOHATb, YTO €CJIU
OHA JKeJAeT YrOJUTb MeM-caud , TO pPeGeHOK He JOJ/DKEH II0-
majaThbCs €M Ha iasa.

Mepu He MOMHMIIA, YTOOBI KOIJa-TuOO BHjAEIA OJIU3KO
YTO-HUOY/Ib, KPOME CMYIVIOTO JIMIA CBOEH aild WM JPyTUx Ty-
3€MHBIX CJIYT; @ TaK KaK BCE€ OHHU BCErJa IIOBUHOBAIMCH €M
U MO3BOJISUIM €M JIeJIaTh BCE IO-CBOEMY, IIOTOMY YTO MEM-Ca-
16 MomIa PacCepAUTHCS, €CIN Obl ee 00ECIOKOWI KPHUK pe-
O6eHKa, TO MIECTU JeT OT poay Mepu 6buU1a BenJainiei aro-

VICTKOM M TUPAHKOM.

* Tak HasbpIBAIOT B MHAUN GEJIbIX >KEHIIUH.
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MoJsosas ryBepHaHTKa-aHIVIMYAHKA, KOTOPYIO B3sUIM, YTOOLI HAYYUTh
Mepu yuTaTh U NUCaTh, TAK HEB3JIIOOMIA €€, YTO Yepe3 TPU Mecdla OT-
Ka3aJach OT MeCTa, a KOIJa ABJSINCDH JAPYrue T'yBEPHAHTKU, TO OHU yXO-
AWM yepe3 ee 6o1ee KOpoTkoe BpeMs, yeM nepsasd. M ecimu 661 Mepu
CaMOU He€ 3aXOTEeJIOCh BBIYYUTBHCH YMTATh U IHUCATh, TO OHA HUKOTAA HE
nMeJa 6bI BOBMOXKHOCTH HAYYHUTBCS Jaxe a30Oyke.

B oxHO cTpamHO Xapkoe yTpo — el Torja ObLIO yKe OKOJO JeBs-
TH JIET — OHa IPOCHYJIACh OCOOEHHO 371as M PA303JWIACh ele OoJIbIIe,
KOIJ[a YBHUJIEJIA, YTO CJAYKAaHKA, CTOSIBIIAsI BO3JI€ €€ IOCTENH, Oblia He ee
aun.

— 3aueM Thl HpUILIA? — CKA3ala OHA YyKOU KeHIuHe. — S He mo-
3BOJIO0 Tebe octarbed TyT. Ilpunum Mae Moo aiis!

VY KeHIUHBI ObUT UCIYTAaHHBINA BUJ, U OHA MPOOOPMOTANA, YTO ANd
HE MOXET MPUNATH, a Korga Mepu B HEUCTOBCTBE CTajla OMTHh U TOJKAThb
ee, OHa TOJIbKO HCHYyrajach eme OOoJbllle M MOBTOPWIA, YTO aild HEBO3-
MOKHO IPUUTU K MUCCU caud.

B sTO yTpo B caMOM BO3ayXe TOYHO HOCUJIOCH YTO-TO TAUHCTBEH-
Hoe. Huuero He gmenann OOBIYHBIM IMOPSAAKOM, U HEKOTOPBIX U3 TY-
3€MHBIX CJIyI BOBCE€ He OBLIO BHUJAHO, a T€, KOTOPBIX Mepu Buaeina,
JABUTATNCH TOPOIUIMBO MJIM YKPAJAKOU, € GJIeHO-CEPBIMU HUCIYraHHBI-
My gunamMu. Ho el HUKTO HUYEero He roBOpuWJI, M €€ aiid BCE HE AB-
JISIJIACh.

YTpo mpoxoauio; CKOpo OHa OCTajJaCh COBCEM OJHA, HAKOHEI] Bbl-
IUIa B Cajl U CTaJa UIPaTh, TOXKE OJHA, IOJ AEPEBOM, OKOJIO BEPAH/bI.
Ona genasa BUJ, YTO YCTPAMBAET IBETOYHYIO KIyMOY, M BTBIKAIA 6OJb-
mye spKo-ajible I[BEThI B MAJ€HbKHE KYYKU 3€MJIM, BCe OObIIe U 60JIb-
e pasjpaxaschb 1 60pMoua cede Mmoj HOC BCE TO, YTO COOUPaANACh CKa-
3aTb Caugu, BCE T€ OpaHHBIE CJIOBA, KOTOPBIMH cOOUpaIach 0003BaTh

€€, KOorga OHa BEPHETCA.



— Caunbsa! Csunbsa! CBUHOE OTPOJibe! — rOBOPUIA OHA, TOTOMY YTO
Ha3BaTh TY3€MIIa CBUHbEN — 3TO camoe Xyjuniee OCKopOJIeHue.

Ona ckpexerasa 3ydoamMu, HOBTOPsAA 3Ty (pasy, KOIAa yCJbIIIAIA,
YTO HA BEpaHJy BBIILIA €€ MATh €Ie C KEM-TO. DTO ObLT GEJOKYPBIH MO-
JIONION YeJOBEK, M 00a OHU CTOSITM U TOBOPIJIM KAKMMU-TO CTPAHHBIMU
TUXHUMU TOJOCAMMU.

Mepu 3Hajsa GEJOKYpOro MOJIOAOTO YeJOBEKA, IMOXO0KEro Ha Masb-
YMKa; OHA CJbIIIATA, YTO OH OBbLI OYEHb MOJIOAOHU oduuep, KOTOPbIU
HEJABHO NpUexal U3 AHIINU.

JleBouka mIsfesa Ha HUX OOOUX, HO OoJee IPUCTAIBHO IVIAfeA
Ha CBOIO MAaTh.

Omna Bcerza 3To Jefnana, KOrja TOJbKO IPEACTABIAICA CIydail BU-
JeThb ee, IMOTOMy 4YTO MeM-caub — Mepu yacTo 3Bajla €e MMEHHO Tak,
a He MHauve, — ObUIA Takas BBICOKAs, CTPOMHAs, KpacuBas JaMa U HO-
CHJIA MIPEJIeCTHbIE HapsAbl. Y Hee ObLIM BOJIOCHI, KAK BOJHHUCTBIN HIEJK,
KPacUBBI MaJIEHBKHI HOC, IPE3PUTEIbHO B3ACPHYTBHINA, M OOJbIINE
cmerommecs rrasza. Opexja ee Bcerjza ObLTa JIeTKas M Pa3BeBAIONIALCS
Y, KaK BbIpakajachb Mepu, «IoJHa KPyKeB».

B sTO yrpo Ha Heill 6bUTO GOJIbIIE KPYyXKEB, YEM BCET/A, HO IVIa3a ee
HE CMEsINCh; OHU ObUIM Takue OOJbIIME U HCIYTaHHbIE U YMOJISIONIE
IJISAENIN B JIMIIO MOJIOJOTO OeJOKyporo oduuepa.

— Heyxemu neno Tak rioxo? Heyxkemn? — ycibimana Mepu ee Bonpoc.

— VYikacHo! — JApoKalmUM TOJOCOM OTBETHJ MOJOJOU Ye/NOBEK. —
Yxacno, muccuc Jleanokc! Bpl 1OKHBI ObLIH yeXaTh B TOPHI JIBE HeJle-
JI1 TOMY Hasas.

Mewm-can6 cTajsa JOMaTh PyKH.

— O, g 3Ha10, 4TO JOLKHA ObLIA CEJATh 3TO! — BOCKJUKHY/IA OHA. —
A ocranach TOJBKO JUIsi TOrO, YTOObI IOUTHU HA 3TOT IVIYNbII 3BaHbBIN

oben! Kak s 6pu1a mrynal
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B »Ty MuHyTY 13 noMmemeHus CJIyr pasjajics TaKoli TPOMKUM BOILIb,
YTO OHA yXBaTWJIACh 32 PYKy MOJIOZOrO 4eloBeKa, a Mepu saapoxana
C TOJIOBBI IO HOT. Bomib ctaHOBUIICSA BCe Gosiee AUKUM.

— Yro 3T0? YTO 3TO? — mMpomenTana Muccuc JleHHokc.

— Kro-to ymep, — orBeTtmn mononoil opunep. — Bol He roBopwin,
4yTO 6OJIE3Hb NMOABUIACH CPEJU BAMIUX CJIyT!

— A ne 3panal — BockmkHyn1a MeM-cand. — O, moiiieMTe co MHOM,
HoujeMTe CO MHOI!

Omna nosepHyJach U yoexanaa B JOM.

ITocne »Toro HacTynmmao HeYTO yKacamomee, u Mepu crano scHO,
IIOYeMy 3TO YTPO OBLIO TaKO€ TaMHCTBEHHOE.

IloaBuiach xonepa B caMOil TKeIol dopMe, U JIOAM YMUPAIN KaK
Myxu. Ails 3a6071€1a HOUbIO, M CJIYTH BOIWIA B CBOUX XIJKMHAX, IIOTOMY
YTO OHA TOJBKO 4TO ymepJsa. Houblo ymepau eme Tpoe CiIyr, a oCTajb-
Hble B yxKace Oexanu. Bcrogy nmapmia maHuKa, U BO BCEX OYHTaIO ObLIU
yMUPAIOIIHE.

Ha crenyromuii nenb, BO BpeMsl TPEBOTM M cMATeHUsA, Mepu cups-
TaJgach B JIETCKOM, U Bce 3a0bLau o Hell. HukTo He ayman o Hell, HUKOMY
OHa He ObLIa HyXXHa, U BOKPYI' IPOUCXO/JIUJIO HEUYTO CTPAHHOE, O YEM OHa
He UMeJia TOHSATUS.

Yacel npoxoauwmm, 1 Mepu monepeMeHHO TO CIajia, TO IUTAKAJIA.
Ona 3Hajza TOJBKO, YTO JIOAW XBOPAIM, M CJbIIAJAa TAaUHCTBEHHBIE
U IIyraBIIME €€ 3BYKMU.

Pa3 ona npokpasach B CTOJOBYIO, KOTOpas OKa3ajaach ITyCTOM, XOTS
Ha CTOJIE CTOSUI HEJJOKOHUEHHBIN 00€J; CTYJIbsl U TaPEIKU UMEIU TAKOMH
BUJI, KaK OyATO MX IIOCHEIIHO OTOJBUHYJU B CTOPOHY, KOIJA JIOJU IO
KaKOI-TO IPUYMHE BHE3AIIHO IOJHSINCH U3-32 CTOJIA.

Mepu noena GpykTOB U cyxapel U, YyBCTBYSl CUJIbHYIO JKayKJy, BbI-

nuwia CTOABIIMM Ha croje crakad BuHa. OHO ObLIO CjaajKoe, HO Je-



BOYKA HE IOJO3pe€Baja, 4TO OHO O4YeHb Kpenkoe. Ee ckopo Hauairo
KJIOHUTb KO CHY, M OHa IIOILJIa OOPAaTHO B JIETCKYIO U ONIATH 3allepsach
TaM, HCHyraHHasg KPUKAMH, KOTOPbl€ HECJIUCh U3 XMXKUH, U 3ByKaMU
TOPOILIMBBIX IIAaros. BUMHO HarHajzo Ha Hee TAaKOU COH, YTO IIa3a €e
3aKPBUIMCh IIOMUMO €€ BOJIM; OHA JIEIVIA Ha ITOCTEJb U TOYHO MOTEPSsIa
co3HaHue.

OdyeHp MHOTOE€ IPOU3OILIO 32 T€ JOJITHE Yachl, YTO OHA CIAJa Ta-
KMM TsKEJIBIM CHOM, U €€ He pa30yJuau HU BOILIM, HU HIyM B OYHTIaJIo,
rie Y4TO-TO BHOCIJIA U BBIHOCHJIU.

Korga ona mpocHysiach, TO Ipojo/LKata JeXaTh HENOJBUKHO, IPU-
CTATbHO DIIAAS HA CTeHy. B gome Oblia mosHeHImash THUIIWHA; OHA HE
IIOMHIJIA, YTOOBI KOIJA-INO0 MpeXxAe B HEM IAPWIO TaKoe 6e3MOJIBHE.
Ona He ciblaja HU TOJOCOB, HU INAroB M JyMaJa O TOM, BCE€ JIM yXKe
BBI3JIOPOBEJIN OT XOJEPbl U IPOILIa JU Oefa.

Jlymana oHa 1 0 TOM, KTO T€IEpPb OYAET YXaKUBATDb 3a HEIO, BeJb €€
aita> ymepisa! BeposTHo, OygeT HOBas aifd, U OHA, ObITb MOXKET, OyAeT
PACCKa3bIBATh HOBBIE CKA3KH; CTApPbl€ CKA3KU YK€ JOCTATOYHO HAJOETH
Mepu.

Omna He IUTaKaza O TOM, YTO yMepsa ee HaHbKa. OHa He ObLIa JII00s-
IMUM PeGEHKOM M HUKOIJIA HU K KOMy He Oblla OCOOEHHO IpUBSA3AHA.

IIlym, 6eroTHs, BOIUIM IO YMEPUIUM OT XOJIEPBI — BCE 3TO UCIYyTra-
JIO ee, U, KpOME TOro, OHA ObLIA OYEHb CEPAUTA, IOTOMY YTO HHUKTO
He BCIIOMHIUJI, 9YTO OHa XuBa. Bce Tak obesymenn oT yxaca, 9TO HU-
KTO HE IOJAyMaJ O JI€BOYKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JIOOMII.

Korna moau 3aboseBanu Xoaepoi, OHU, Ka3ajJoCh, HE MOIVIM JyMaTb
HH O KOM, KpoMe cebsa camux. Ho eciu Bce onaThb BBI3JOPOBEIU, TO,
KOHEYHO, KTO-HHOY/b JOJDKEH ObUI BCIIOMHUTBH O HEU M OTBICKATH €e€.

Ho HUKTO He MPUXOAWI, M OHA BCE JIEKAIA U KJajla, U B JOMe, Ka3a-

JIOCb, CTAHOBMJIOCH BCE€ THUIIEC M THUIIEC. Omna ycablmaaa KaKOU-TO mopox
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Ha IIMHOBKE M, KOT/IAa B3IISHYJIA HA IIOJI, TO YBHJEIA MAJIEHBKYIO 3MEUKY,
CKOJIB3UBIIYIO IIO MOJIy M DIAJEBIIYI0 HA HEE ITOXOKUMH Ha JIparolieH-
Hble KAMHU IJIa3aMMU.

Mepu He HCHyrazach: 3TO ObUIO OE€3BPEIHOE MAJICHBKOE CYIIECTBO,
KOTOpPOE€ HHUYEro He MOIJIO € cJenaTh. 3MelKa, Ka3aJoCh, TOPOIMJIACh
BBIOpPATbCS M3 KOMHATBI, 1 Mepu Bujesa, Kak OHA CKOJb3HYJA IIOJ
JBEPb.

— Kak crpanno n tuxo! — ckasanra Mepu. — Kak 6yaTo B jome Hu-
KOT'O HET, KPOM€ M€Hs JIa 3MEUKMU.

IToutn B Ty ’X€ MHHYTy OHa YCJBbIXaJa IIard B cajy, a IIOTOM Ha Be-
paHze. 9TO OBLIM MYKCKHE IIArd: MYXXYUHBI BOIUIM B JJOM M O YE€M-TO
TUXO 3aroBopwiu. HUKTO He BbINIES UM HABCTpEdy, HUKTO HE 3aroBo-
PWI C HUMHU; OHU, KA3IOCh, OTKPBIBAIN JABEPU U 3AIVISABIBAIA B KOM-
HaTBbL.

— Kakoe omycromenune! — ckasan oauH rojoc. — M aTa xpacusas
JKEHIUHA... Ja U pebeHOoK, f aymalo, Toxe! f capiman, uro 6sL1 pebde-
HOK, XOTsI €ro HUKTO HHUKOIJA He BUJE.

Korza oHn HECKOTBKO MHHYT CHYCTs OTKPBUIM JABepb, Mepu cTo-
sJIa TIOCPENU JEeTCKOW, HEKPACUBAs U 3J1as, HAXMYPUB OPOBH, IIOTOMY
4TO OblIAa TOJOAHA, U YYyBCTBOBaAJA C€0Os KAK-TO IO30PHO 3aOpolIeH-
HOM.

IlepBbIii 4YesOBEK, BONIEANIMN B KOMHATY, ObUI BBICOKHI oduuep,
KOTOpPOro Mepu OfHAX/JbI BUJIEA Y CBOETO OTIA. Y HETrO ObLT yCTAIBIN
1 03a00YEHHBI BHUJ, HO, KOTZAa OH YBHJEJ €€, OH ObUI TaK IOPAKEH,
YTO YyThb HE OTCKOYNJI Ha3asl.

— bapmneii! — kpuxnyn on. — 3nech pedbenok! Pebenok, ogun! B Ta-
KoM MecTe! Boxke Mo, ja KTO OHA Takas?

— 4 Mepu JleHHOKC, — YOIOPHO CKa3ajla JE€BOYKA, BLIIPAMISAACH BO

BeCh POCT. UYesoBEK 3TOT MOKA3ICAd €fi OY€Hb I'PyObIM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha-
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