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I'masa I

H orfa Mepu JleHHOKC mmpuciaaim 3Kuth K e,
B Muccenbryasiit-MaHop, Bce roBOpMJIn, 4TO
OHAa caMblil HeIIPUATHBI pebeHOK, KAKOTO UM KO-
IAa-J1mdo MPUXOIIIOCH BUAETE. ITO OBblIa paBa.
VY Hee ObLIO MAJIEHBKOE XY/0€ JINI0 I MAJIeHBKOEe
xypoe testo. Borocwl y Hee ObLIH OeTOKYpHIe, SKIJI-
KIe, a JINIO0, ¢ BEYHO KNCJBIM BHIPAsKCHUEM, FKEJI-
TOe, IIOTOMY 4TO OHa pojunack B VlHpuu u BeuHo
XBOPAJIa TO TeM, TO IPYTHM.

Orerr ee cocTosT Ha CaysKOe y aHIIHICKOTO
MPaBUTEILCTBA, Beerja ObIBaJ OYeHb 3aHAT U TO-
JKe 4acTo XBOpaJ, a MaTh ee ObLIa KpacaBuIia,
KOTOpast JITOOUIA TOJHKO ObIBATH B FOCTAX U Be-
CeJINTLCS B KPYTY Beceibix Jiofeil. Eii BoBce He
HY:KReH ObL pebeHoK, u, Korjma poxunach Mepn,
OHa TOPYYNJIa YXOJ| 38 HEel0 TY3eMHOI CTysKanKe,
WM aiid, KOTOPOU [AJIN MOHATh, YTO €CJIN OHA JKe-
JaeT yroguth MeM-can6', 1o pefeHoK He MoJKeH
monagaThCcs el Ha riaasa.

Mepu He nomumIa, 410061 KOTIA-TNOO0 BHUIEIA
OJM3KO UTO-HUOY b, KPOME CMYTJIOTO JINIA CBOEH

!'"Tak HazbpiBatoT B VIH UM GeJIbIX sKEHIIMH.
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aifs WM IPYTUX TY3eMHBIX CJIYT; 8 TAK KaK Bce OHU
BCeINA IIOBUHOBAJIMCH €I 1 I103BOJISIIIN el [ieJlaTh
BCE TI0-CBOEMY, TTIOTOMY YTO MeM-canh Moria pac-
CePANTRCs, ecn OBl ee 00eCTIOKOMT KPUK peber-
Ka, TO TIIeCTH JieT oT poxy Mepu Oblna Bendaie
STOMCTKOM W THPAHKOM.

MoJsiofas ryBepHaHTKA-aHTJIMYaHKA, KOTO-
pyto B3siiu, uroObl Hayunth Mepu unrarh u nu-
caTh, TAK HEB3JI00WIA ee, YTO Yepes Tpu Mecsiia
OTKa3aJlach OT MecTa, a KOrjla sIBJSAINCH JIpyTHe
IYBepHAHTKM, TO OHU YXO[UJIN yepe3 ele DoJiee
ROpoTKoe Bpems, yem mnepsast. W ecan 661 Mepn
caMoIl He 3aX0TesJa0Ch BbIYUUTbCA YUTATh U IIU-
carh, TO OHA HUKOITA He MMesIa Obl BOBMOMKHOCTH
HAY4YNTHCS Jlaske a30yKe.

B opHo crpaniHo skaproe yrpo — eii Toria Obi-
JIO yyKe OKOJIO JIeBSITH JIeT — OHa IIPOCHYJIAch 0CO-
OeHHO 3J1as1 1 paso3yniaach erie 00JbINe, KOTa
yBUiesa, 4yTo CIY:KaHKa, CTOsABIINAas BO3Jie ee 110-
crein, ObLIA He ee alid.

— 3auveM ThI IpUTIIA? — cKa3ajia OHA YYKOM
sentuHe. — f1 He O3BOMIO Tebe OCTATHCS TYT.
[Tpumm mue Moio avis!

Y sKeHTUHBI 0BT MCTTYTaHHBIN BUJ, W OHA
nmpodbopmMoTasa, uto aiis He MOYKeT MPUNTH, & KO-
rna Mepu B HeucroBcTBe crajia OUTh U TOJKATH
ee, OHa TOJILKO MCITyTaaach erne 60JbIne 1 10-
BTOPMJIA, YTO aiid HEBO3MOKHO MMPUUTH K MUC-
cu cauo.
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B s10 yTpo B camMom Bo3yxe TOUHO HOCHJIOCH
4T0-T0 TanHcTBenHoe. Huuero me pgesnanu oObIv-
HBIM MTOPSJIKOM, ¥ HEKOTOPHIX M3 TY3eMHBIX CJIYT
BOBCE He ObLTO BUJIHO, a Te, KoTophix Mepu Bujie-
JIa, IBUTAJIICH TOPOTIMBO WK YKPAJIROIL, ¢ OJ1e/-
HO-cepbIMU HeiryranHbiMu gutiamu. Ho eit HukTo
HITYEeTO He TOBOPIII, I ee aid Bee He ABIAIAC.

YTpo MPOXOAUI0; CKOPO OHA OCTATACH COBCEM
OfiHa, HAKOHETl BRITIJIA B CaJ M CTAJIa NTPATh TOKE
OJIHA TIOJ] fiIepeBOM, OKoJ0 Bepanbl. Ona memrana
BUJI, YTO YCTPanBaeT I[BETOUHYIO KIYMOY, I BThI-
Kaja 0oJIbIIMme SAPKO-aJibie TBeTH B MaJeHbKIe
KYUYRM 3eMJIi, Bce 60sbine n 0oJbIilie pasipaska-
sgch 1 bopmova cebe 1Moji HOC BCE TO, UTO COOM-
pajsach cKasaTh cauju, BCe Te OpaHHbIE CJIOBA,
KOTOPbIMU cobupasach 0603BaTh ee, KOrja oHa
BepHETCH.

— Caunbs! Ceunbsa! CBunHoe orpopbe! — ro-
BOpMJIa OHA, MIOTOMY 4YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMI[a CBU-
HBbEl — 3TO camoe Xyjiiiee ockopoeHue.

Ona ckpeskerasa 3ybamu, moBTopsist oty pa-
3y, KOIJla yCJbIIana, 4YTo Ha BepaH/y BBIILIA ee
Marh ere ¢ KeM-T0. IT0 ObLI OeJOKYPbII MOJIO-
JTOiT YeJIOBeK, 1 00a OHY CTOSITN W TOBOPUIN Ka-
KUMK-TO CTPAHHBIMU THXUMU TOJIOCAMI.

Mepu 3naia 6eJI0OKYpPOTO MOJIOJIOTO YeJioBe-
Ka, MOXO0Kero Ha MaJbuiKa; OHa CJBITIANA, YTO
OH OBLJI OUeHb MOJIONO0I ouTiep, KOTOPHIN HelaB-
1O TmpuexaJy m3 AHTINN.
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IleBoura Tasgena Ha HUX obomX, HO Oosee
MPUCTATBLHO TJIs/[e]a Ha CBOIO MATh.

Omna Bcerma 910 Jiesana, Korjaa ToabKO 1Tpe-
CTABJISIICS CJyYail BUIETHh ee, MOTOMY 4TO MeM-
cand — Mepu vacTo 3Bajia ee MMEHHO TaK, a He
mHave — OBLIA TaKas BHICOKAS, CTPOMHAasd, Kpa-
cUBas JaMa ¥ HOCUJIA TPeJeCTHRIe HAPAMLL. ¥ Hee
OBLIIN BOJIOCHI, KAK BOJTHUCTBIN M€K, KPACUBBII
MaTeHbKUI HOC, MPE3PUTETHHO B3ICPHYTHIN,
n 6oablme cMmeronmecs raasa. Oneskya ee Bcerua
OblJIa JTeTKas 1 Pa3BeBAIOIIAACH 1, KAK BhIpaska-
sacbh Mepu, «110JTHA KPYsKeB».

B s1o yrpo Ha Heii 661710 H0JIbIIIE KPYKEB, YeM
BCeryia, HO IJ1a3a ee He CMesINCh; OHU ObLIN Ta-
Kiie OOTbINIe U UCITYTaHHBIe U YMOJISIONTE TIIsfIe-
JIN B JINTIO MOJIOJIOTO OeJIORypoTo oduiiepa.

— Heyskenn peno Tak minoxo? Heymwenu? —
yeabimania Mepu ee Botipoc.

— VYkacHo! — iposkaIuM roJiocoM OTBETHT
MOJIOTOH YeJIoBeK. — Yykacuo, muccuc Jlennoxe!
BbI 1o/iHbI OB1TH yeXaTh B TOPBI JIBE HeIeJ TO-
MY Hasaj.

Mem-caub crajia ioMmarb pyKu.

— O, s 3Halo, 4TO MOJKHA ObLIa cesarhb
aT0! — BOCRIUKHYJA oHa. — fl ocrasach TOJILRO
JUIst TOTO, YTOOBI TIOMTH HA ATOT INIYNbIiA 3BAHBII
oben! Kak a 6nuta rrymal

B oty MmunyTy n3 momenieHus cayr pasuasics
TaKkOl TPOMKIH BOILIB, UTO OHA YXBATUIACh 3a PY-
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Ky MOJIOIOTO 4esioBeKa, a Mepu 3ajiposkana ¢ ro-
JIOBLI 0 HOT. BoIwin cramosumiics see 60siee JUKIM.

— Yro s10? Yro o10? — mipormienrtana MuCCHC
JleHHOKC.

— Kro-to ymep, — orBerus mosiofoii opu-
mep. — Bor He ropopmin, uto 601e3HL MOABIIACD
cpeju Bamux cayr!

— fl me 3mamal — BockIMKHyIAa MeM-cambd. —
O, moiifeMre co MHOI, TIOMAEMTe ¢O MHOT!

Omna moBepuyIach u yoeskaaa B JOM.

[Tocsie sTOTO HACTYIIIIO HEUTO yrKkacaolee,
un Mepu crajio sicHo, mouemy 3To yTpo ObLT0 TaKkoe
TAaUHCTBEHHOeE.

[TosiBunack xosmepa B camoii Tssesnoi opme,
u JTIOfM yMupanu, kak Mmyxu. Aiip 3abomnesna HO-
4YbI0, U CJYTM BONWUJIU B CBOMX XUKMHAX, TOTOMY
4TO OHA TOJILKO uTO yMmepsa. Houbio ymepin ere
Tpoe CIIyT, a ocTalibHbIe B yikace Oeskann. Beromy
[apua maHuKa, 1 BO BceX OYHTAJIO ObLIN yMU-
parotiue.

Ha caemyiommuii fierib, BO BpeMsi TpeBOTH
n cmsarenusi, Mepu crpsitanach B IeTCKOM, 1 Bee
3a0biu 0 Heil. Hukro me gyman o Heil, HUKOMY
oHa He OblIIa HY/KHA, M BOKPYT MPOUCXOIIO He-
YTO CTPAHHOE, O YeM OHA He UMeJIa MOHATHS.

Yacer ipoxopaunu, u Mepu monepeMeHHo 1o
cmaia, to mrakaga. Oma 3mama TOIBKO, UTO JIIO-
I XBOPAJIN, U CJABINIATA TANHCTBeHHLIE U MyTaB-
e ee 3BYKIN.
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Pa3 ona mpokrpanach B cTOJIOBYIO, ROTOpasi
oKasanach MyCTOI, XOTS Ha CTOJIe CTOSII HeJl0-
KOHYEHHBIT 006]T; CTYbsT M TAPEJTKI UMEeJIN TaKOM
BUJI, KaK OYATO WX MOCIIEIIHO OTOABUHYIN B CTO-
POHY, KOTJIA JIIOMM 110 KAKOI-TO IIPUYNHEe BHe3all-
HO MOHSINCH U3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu nioesta GpyKTOB U cyxXapeil v, TYyBCTBYS
CUIBHYIO JKAKILY, BHITIIIA CTOSBINNI HA CTOJIE CTa-
Kau suHa. OHo OBIIO0 cJIa/(Koe, HO [IeBOYKA He 110/[0-
3pesaJia, uTo OHO oueHb Kpermkoe. Ke ckopo nauaino
RJIOHUTH KO CHY, U OHA TIOIIa 00PATHO B IETCKYTO
7 OTIATH 3aTIePJIach TaM, NCITyTaHHas KPUKAMU, KO-
TOpble HeCJNChb U3 XUKUH, 1 3ByKaMl/l TOpOllJll/lelX
maros. Buno naruajio Ha Hee rakoil COH, 4TO IJ1a3a
ee 3aKPBLINCH TOMUMO ee BOJII; OHa Jieryia Ha T0-
CTEJIb I TOYHO MOTEePsiia Co3HAHNE.

Ouerb MHOTOE ITPOUBOIIIO 3a T€ JIOJITHE Yachl,
YTO OHA CIAJIa TAKUM TSAMKETBIM CHOM, 11 ee He pa3-
Oy MM HU BOILJIM, HU TITYM B OYHTAJIO, TJie YTO-TO
BHOCUJIN 1 BHIHOCUJIH.

Rorya ona nipocHyach, To TpojioizRaia Je-
FKATh HETIOJ[BUKHO, TIPUCTANBHO TJISIIA HA CTEHY.
B nome ObLra moaneiinas THITIHA; OHA He ITOMHI-
Jia, 9T00BI KOTTIa-JTn00 MpesKiie B HeM Mapusio Ta-
Koe 6esmoisue. Ona He cabIana Hil ToJ0COB, HI
MaToB 1 IyMaja 0 TOM, BCe JIN y3Ke BBI3OPOBeIN
OT XOJIepbl U TIPOTILIa Jn Oefia.

Ilymasa oma m o ToM, KTO Temeph Oymer yxa-
JKUBATDH 3a Helo, Belb ee aiid ymepaa! Beposrio,
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Oyzer HoBast aiid, M oHa, OBITH MOsKeT, OyJIeT pac-
CKa3bIBaTh HOBBIE CKABKI; CTAPbie CKA3KM YIKe 10-
cratouno Hajoenn Mepu.

Oma mHe mIaxajaa o TOM, 9TO yMepJa ee HIHbKA.
Oma me 6bIa JTO0ATM PeOeHKOM M HIKOTIA HIT
K KoMy He Obljia 0cOOeHHO TIpUBsi3aHa.

[Ilym, 6eroTHs, BOIIN IO YMEPIITNM OT XOJe-
PBI — BCE ITO HCITYTAJIO ee, i, KPOMe TOTO, OHa Obl-
J1a OYeHb CepanTa, IMOTOMY YTO HUKTO He BCITOM-
HILJT, 9TO OHa KIBa. Bee tak obe3ymenn o yskaca,
YTO HUKTO He TMOIyMaJs O @BOUKe, KOTOPYIO HI-
KTO He JIOOMII.

Horpma miomgm 3aboseBanin xojaepoit, OHM, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, HEe MOTJIM JIyMAaTh HI O KOM, KpoMe ceds
camux. Ho eciim Bece onsath BBI3IOpOBENH, TO, KO-
HEUYHO, KTO-HUOYb OJKEH OB BCIIOMHUTH O HEll
1 OTLICKAThL ee.

Ho aukTo He mpuxopun, u oHa Bce JiesKasna
1 JKIana, U B JIoMe, Kasajaoch, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
tuiie n tumie. OHa yeabinaia KaKkoii-To Mopox
Ha IWHOBKE W KOTJa B3TVISAHYJA Ha MOJ, TO YBU-
fiesia MaJIeHbKYI0 3MeIKY, CKOJIB3UBIITYIO 110 TOJTY
U TVISIZIEBITYIO HA Hee MOXOKUMI Ha J[ParoieHHblie
KaMHH TJIa3aMI.

Mepu He ncnyraiach: 910 ObLIO He3BpeHOE
MaJIeHbKOE CYIEeCTBO, KOTOPOe HIYero He MOTJIO
eil cpeaTh. 3Meiika, Ka3ajgoch, TOPOITIIACH BbI-
oparbesa m3 kKoMuaTel, 1 Mepu Bumesna, Kak oHa
CROJIL3IYJIA MO {BEPh.
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— Rax crparno n tuxo! — crazamra Mepu. —
Rak OyaTo B loMe HUKOrO HeT, KpomMe MeHs Ja
3MEeNKN.

[Tourn B Ty s%e MUHYTY OHA ycJabIXasa mmaru
B cajy, a IIOTOM Ha Bepamme. IT0 ObLIN MYMKCKIe
marn: My;KUYmHbl BOIIJIN B 1TOM 1 O YeM-TO TUXO 3a-
TOBOPUJIN. HI/IKTO He BbIIIeJJ UM HaBCTpeuy, HUKTO
He 3arOBOPUJI ¢ HUMUI; OHI, Ka3aJ0Ch, OTKPbIBAIN
ABepun 1 3arjad/blBajn B KOMHATDBI.

— HRawroe omycromnienne! — crasana ofuH 10-
noc. — W ara kpacuBasi sReHIIUHA... []a 1 PeOEHOR,
s ymaio, tozke! A caprman, uro 6611 pebeHOK, X0-
TSI €10 HUKTO HUKOTJIA He BUJIeJI.

Rorma onm HECKOJIBKRO MUHYT CITYCTSI OTKPbHI-
i iBepb, Mepu crosiyia mocpeiu IeTCKol, HeKpa-
cuBas M 3jiast, HAXMYPUB OPOBU, TIOTOMY 4TO ObI-
Jla TOJIOJHA 1 YyBCTBOBaJsa cebs KaK-TO MO30PHO
3a0pOTIeHHOTI.

[TepBoiii ues0BeK, BOTIEIINNII B KOMHATY, ObLI
BBICOKUIT outiep, Kotoporo Mepu ofgHask/bl BU-
7leTa y ¢Boero oTra. ¥ Hero OB yeTaabiil u 03a60-
YeHHBII BUJ], HO, KOTJIa OH YBUJIEJ €€, OH OblJ Tak
HOPasKeH, YT0 YyTh He OTCKOYNI HA3A].

— bapmneii! — gkpurnyn on. — 3pmecnh pebe-
nok! Pebenok, onuu! B takom mecre! Boske moii,
a KTO OHa Tarkas?

— {1 Mepu Jlemnoke, — womopHo craszasna jie-
BOUKA, BBIIPAMIISISICH BO Bech pocT. YesnoBek aTor
MOKA3JICS eil 0UeHb IPyObIM, IOTOMY YTO HA3BAJI
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JIOM ee OTTia «TaKuM MecToM». — f ycHyna, Korja
Bee ObLIN 00JBHBI X0JIePOTl, U TOJBKO YTO TPOCHY-
nach. OTyero HUKTO He PUXOUT?

— JT0 TOT pebeHOK, KOTOPOTO HIUKTO HUKO-
ria "He Bujen! — BocKAMKHYJ oduiiep, odpaiia-
ACh K cBoeMy cmyTHuURY. — O Hell Ha caMoM fe-
Je Bee 3abnuam!

— Ilouemy 060 mue 3a0b1T1? — cripocusia Me-
pu, roniast moroit. — llouemy HuKTO He TpuxOAUT?

MouJiopioii yesioBeK, KOToporo 3Banu bapheii,
IPYCTHO ITOCMOTPeIT Ha Hee. Mepn fiaske moKasanoch,
YTO OH MUTHYJI TJIA3aMU, TOTHO CMAXWBas CIesy.

— bepnas kpomra! — ckasan on. — Hexomy
MPUITU: HUKOTO HEe 0CTAJIOCh.

Takum cTpaHHBIM W HEOMKUAHHBIM 00pa-
3oM Mepu y3Haja, 4to y Hee He 0CTaJoCh HU OT-
1a, H MaTepu, YTO OHU YMepJI 1 OB YBe3eHbI
HOYBIO U UTO Te Ty3eMHbIe CJIYIU, KOTOPhIe OCTa-
JIUCH B 3KUBBIX, MMOCIEITHO TOKUHYJIHU JIOM U HH-
KTO M3 HUX JlasKe He BCIIOMHIJI, YTO Y HUX Oblla
muccu-can6. [Tosromy-To B rome OBLIO TAK THXO;
B HEM JICHCTBUTEILHO HIUKOTO 60JIbIle He ObLTOo,
Rpome caMoii Mepu jila MaseHbKOT 3MeTiKH.

I'nmasa I1

Mepu miobuma u3ganm risijieTh Ha ¢BOIO MaTh
W cumMTajia ee OuYeHb KPAaCHBOI; HO TaK KaK OHA
OUYeHDL MAJIO 3HAJA ee, TO e[Ba JIU MOKHO ObLLIO
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OKUJIaTh, 4TO OHA Oy/eT TOCKOBATh 110 Hell, KO-
I7a ee He cTamer.

Oma HUYYTH He TOCKOBaJIa 10 Hell W Tak Kak
Beerfa ObLTa yrorybieHa B camoe ceds, To ee TMo-
MBICJIBI T TeITePh, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHO, OLLII COCPe-
morovyeHbl Ha cebe camoii. Byns ona crapiie, ona
OBI, BEPOATHO, OUCHH DECITOKOMIACH TP MBICIIT,
YTO OCTAJIACh COBCEM OfHA Ha CBeTe, HO OHA elre
ObLIa OYeHb MaJIa, U TaK KaK 0 Hell Beerga 3a00Tu-
JINCh, TO IIPEIII0JIarajia, 4To 9To Beerjga oOyjer Tak.

Ilymasa oHa TOJILKO O TOM, TOTIAJeT J1 OHA
K XOPOTITUM JIOIAM, KOTOphie OYAYT ¢ Hell oOpa-
IATHCS BEKJINBO 1 BO BCEM YCTYIIaTh eil, Kak 910
fesiajia ee aiin u Apyrue Ty3eMHbIe CAYRaAHKN.

Mepu 3uasa, 410 He OCTAHETCsT HABCOT A B J10-
Me aHMJIUIHCKOTO CBAINCHHUKA, Ky/a ee B3sJu
B mepBoe Bpems. Eii He xoresoch ocraBaThest TaM.
AHIIUTCKUIA CBATIEHHUK ObLI OejleH, U 'y Hero
OBLIIO [IATEPO JieTeil, YyTh JIU He OHOJEeTOK, KO-
TOpPBIe XOIAWJIN B JIOXMOTBSIX, BCOrja CCOPUINCH
" TacKaJiM UTPYIIKK APYT y fApyra. Mepun nena-
BHJIeJIa UX HEOTPATHBIN OM 1 Tak JypHO oOpa-
maaach ¢ HUMU, 9TO Yepes JBa JHA HUKTO He XO-
TeJl UTPaTh ¢ HElO.

— Tebst oromnoT [OMOI Yepes HeeNi0, —
cKaszall eil ojiHaK/bl Basuib, MaJIbuMK MacTopa,
C JIeP3RUMU TOJYOBIMU TJIa3aMU U B3[€PHYTHIM
HocoM, Koroporo Mepu Henasupmena. — Mbl Bce
OUYeHD PAJILI ITOMY.



